"A SOUL CRYING FOR CLEANSING"
Psalm 51

This is probably the for mercy and forgiveness

Cc_vp_z_?.) Host that this was ter
ld accused him of his David was a sensitive

S————
spirit. There is no Psalm in which we find a varfed concept of sin as

this. The Psalmist is il1. (Hie)longs to be healed. And yet, the greatest
~
passion of his heart is to be forgiven. Because he his physical

condition as a result of the Lord's punishment for his sins.

He begins with alcry)to the Lord for cleansizg. There & .

that are used for F

—
__l‘ln.t.(t'rmssressi_o_n.\ The sin of oon;s_gi_._o_u_s__;;)bel..uon. This is a Hebrew
term. It is an act which m_l;g_tgs__a_kgm_u%dard. And it means disobedience
—

)
to the law - really a d_e'_f’i‘gnr. attitude. When a man says 'I will do as I

W

please,
e The second néniqui .} Wnich deals with the sin of error. And means
S — P ——————

to be tw_i_grud.out of shape. 1t means to be dwarfed.

Third, 15‘ sin.) It means missing an aimed at n_a_l_'k. Falling short of the
goal that God has « Now these three terms of sin are used by the Psalmist

e R

t and he also usesfthree)vivid or forgiveness.
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e The first,(blot out.| Which means to wipe off or to erase. Like the

ritual performed by the priest of washing off that which has been written
on a tablet. Num. 5:23.

7‘! l—h“‘"f-
2 The second term u'wnsh. Means to t it out. The method used for

washipg garmeats, by thoroughly treading. Ex. 19:10.

The third, declare me cle ) It is a ceremonial term. It is when the

priest pronounces the worshipper clean. Lev. 13:6,

But this is something that

the mightiest in the 01d Testa%gt has left us with., And he gives us

all the about what sin has done and his cry for cleansing.

T Loy
new hnsbmdwasked his £ﬁde} you don't mind if 1 point out to you a few of
———— S~ i ——— -‘7 -“/
) your little defects, do you?

OO
Not)at all lied the bride. It' f t kep f
(2 ot at , replie 3 s those de /gcts tha t me from

getting a better hugl_:and: dear.

S) A @gce_sm_m_g_m\g;r = you have to help my husband. He thinks

he is a refrigerator.

———

The Doctor says, now don't get excited. That isn't such a big problem.
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Yes, I am sure that we all have a few little defects here and there.

Now in this Psalm, I want to talk to you about the cause of sin. And
second, about the confession made. And third, about the cure. There are

at least these three things that are implicated here.

I. THE CAUSE

We turn to 2 Sam, 11:12, and we read about the cause. It is most
interesting to(mote that (mmd[hmelt the sin for us. It must
have been a very pa_i_ng_nl__e_xm@ce for the king. You remember the
account - he was on his pa_lice;_mi__qgg‘;ny. s army had gone to battle.

He saw a beautiful bathing herself. His passion was aroused. He
%ﬂ SRR

sent over messengexs. Ordered h;t to be brought to him. He entered into

an adulterous relationship. And she was a married woman, Her husband a
1 o Vv

soldier, was in the Army fighting for the king.

Later, David learned that she vu@a_c_hél)d. He must cover that
TR

up. He ordﬂtl_t_h_e_l_\'_aahlg home from battle and sent him dmm.

lioping that he would sleeg with his wife, and the child would be uce/pted as
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@ s a soldier, Committed to battle, He had the orders

V of the king. But he slept in the soldier's place and returmed to battle the
21 A
next d"o

David knew the sin was ultimately to be found out., So deeper and deeper,
v =2

he was forced in a desperate attempt to cover up his gin.
- 5 . 43

p_s:@- David records how he (felt) during the terrible time. He was

i
trying to cover up his sin. I kept silent, he said, my bones grew old through
&

grosning a1l day long. 'For a year he trisd to live with a bad coascience.

The{ husband’'was killed and the king felt that everything was safe.

hea o

Until one day, the prophe Now, how would the prophet

approach this situation. He could not come out an accuse the king but he
told a‘story) He said that while he was abroad in the kingdom a certain

incident occurred. There was a certaiy rich who owned a flock of sheep.
.t e & 1i0m

And a traveler came by - to whom he wanted to show hospitality. Instead of
e e AN

taking one of his own sheep and offering it for food - he went to his poor)

who only owned one little lamb, And took that lamb and prepared

o
it. When/David /heard that, he was upset. Such a man ought to make re/g_t_o_ration

foiiﬂ:’f_gl.‘d. And he then ought to be ki»ed. In a most dramatic way, Nathan

pointed his long boney finger at the king, . David, then
w———1

knew that his sin had been uncovered before the face of God. And that is where

@get this Psalm from.
7
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. S -reading the story of whose telephone rang early

mi.ng It was a distressed call., It was an ungodly hour. And he
e
was in despair. A man who had been drawn away by his

» 8in - when it is finished - bringeth forth death. The

rs/would carry a sad ‘54“" Every one would know that

this man's fcc:;m\oi liis children would be shamed, his wife

to the pastor.

The pagtor reached for hia and read
about the great sin of David., Then he turned tq ¥

confession. And pl_e_a_fo'rmy%. He led this man through the same

experience, and as David cried - haw. So did this
man., Now David fel@co a custom. Aww‘;h“-

But he learmed what everybody else was doing was a M for sim.

There are too many of our social standards set by Hollywood rather than the

church.

There are many

alcoholics )today who can say the social drink is what
R E——

got me. Everybddy was doing it. There are a lot of boys and girls today

who take undue liberties because they say -~ others are doing it all the time.
There are a lot of people who are trying to make an extra dollar in a dis-

honest way. There is a lot of compromise,
>

ik Purthemro,hought that to cover up his sin - it would be easy

to do. But that scheme didn't work. God knew about it all the time.
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ere is a verse of-'Sertpm-- Num. 32:23. Be sure your sins will

&dyoum._‘
—

There is another Scripture - w - Whatsoever a boy or a girl
soveth, that shall he reap. David reaped,the little child died, And what
et

a tragedy. Here was a man - because the cause he told himself.

II. THE CONFESSION

As we think of the second part of confession - we think of what a marvelous

understanding of tlé nature of sin » and the character of God and his forgiveness

that we have here in the first verses.

@ﬂmm are two or three things that David asks for.

(Firso, he wderstands that(sin is 1ike a c&) And sin is a vielation

of justice. And he says, blot out my transgressions. Have mercy upon me.
st -Iasiacy
And thereby, he reveals that he understands that sin is like a debt. He owes

something.

And finally, he cries - wggh me thoroughly and cleanse ; He understands

that sin is really ugly. And that it defies a man, it stains his character.
i ) x v
And so, he is asking for deliverance.




A . understanding :u@lor forgiveness - he says, two things. @

'u -’ﬁ according to thy He understands that he Wg.

Except God's boundless love. are never able to realize that forg%mess
is possible because they think they do not deserve it. And there are others
yet that think that God owes it toy-. But David knew better than this.
God's(lovel is the only basis that it has for asking it. And, the thing

)—’hu--huyo, @:cord:lng to thy W Again, he indicates that he

understands God. That God is not a penny pincher. He does not give his mercy

out just a_fg_gm_w_at a time, But when God forgives - he forgives. And this

7
is a great figure of speech. As far as the East is from the West, so far that

4
he_removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:12, m is that. How far

is it from the East to the West, You never can come to the West - if you
‘e

rf
started going West. Then God will cast your sins into the degths of the sea.

Micah 7:19. And so, someone has added - tlut..‘u;& p a sign that reads -
Mbo not go gﬂ there and try to “{D old sins out. God has__d,alt
—'——ﬂ —

with them. What a relief that is. You'll ney_e;;_hg_gb_lw_gah those sins

out again,

' David had pulled aside the curtain and he invites us to look at his perscmal

life and problems. And really the(hot)tears are flowing down his cheeks. lie

is guilty of all of these sins. And(he)is the king. But be is helplegs. He

has soldiers but he is still defenseless. He has a multitude of goats and lambs
et

and he can put those on the altar. But they will not make his life clean.

And of course, the turning point had been when Nathan said, thou art the

He knew full well that some remedy had to be taken.



. s as cro}unuo. Playing dn fool.
" "lggneas. All of those. Well, David had used these words, these basic

prds -- missing the 31*, the target. Shooting wide of the ta;_get. A bad
aim. He lacked the power to reach that target.

What had happened was that David had missed the target and come so short

- he is just so far off. Hle is saying, have mercy on me, Oh God. He lost his
= ~

hgl_d_—on_ed. And this brought him a lot of heartache. And when this happens,

of course, he wants it blotted out and he wants things dealt with.

Jf_.@- He wants to b%washgd'thomushly. His iniquity meant that he
was w, var/pcd, and cM. And what he did, Mme out

and committed su/i?dc. He did not ha::df; his heart and plunge deeper into

sin.

Nor w his sin by blaming the woman. Nor did he
bla-_c__qgeh, nor did he blame the so_cia_l‘_c‘g&n of his day. But in simple

confession he says, (cleanu me of my sin.
R DR

His sin was a great worry to his heart.

There are “ﬁem that-tha@anted God to do something.
~> - he says 1&590;:1:. <Second;zwash me. - éelnae)m. Take care of

my record he says in the record book. @m thoroughly - I am defiled. I need

some scrubbing., And finally, cleanse me - absolutely cleanse me inside.
—’4 7




vid was concerned sbout the punishment and the consequences of sin.

s is & most difficult thing in a man's heart - to ssy that I have sinned.
I have made a migtake. My home was unhsppy, I was a victim of circumstances.
I followed the'ggvd. S0, we just say things happen. But David did not use

any of these things. He just said like a man - I have sinned.

_‘[@- He says, for 1 acknowledge g‘trmgssimi And my sin is

ever before thee - I am the man. Now this man did not blame his ancssters~

'
He does not blame the standards of his day. He doesn't blame his associetes.

HLEBELIQ’J(I.I_I__M-)(I have sinned) It 1s always before me. He
does not try to cover this up.

. @tmd to cover our sins, It sounds nicer if we do this.

Now this is interesting. @gave one list of terms to describe sin
. 8. ae =38L R

gj It is entirely di“s@t to describe the sin in someone el;_oeal Now

¥ other people have prejudices - and we say we have convictions. Other people
have a fowl temper but we say we have righteous indignation. We try to

’Qﬂ('ﬁ*‘”‘( cover our sins, But we'll never be forgiven because we haven't taken the

first step. There is @zhat says,éf ZI have wounded any soul today.

Or caused one foot to go astray. If I have walked in any willful way, Lord

¥
forgive. Now there is really in that song.

Well, Lord th might)b 1i i tIh 50
Lo em@ e a s/}p_t possibility tha ave me

11:;1;_:19 thing., Although, it is not very likely. But é:g; have, then

forgive me., That is the kind of confession that can e@ really compare to

what David 1s doing here.
N —— '/
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right hand, vho is MM. To defend ourselves, we say it is
b s,

not our fault. Because this happened or something did this, that, or the
other. Then the Lord Jesus Christ cannot defend us.

It is veryacknovledged hig_gg% He names the sg.

He does not blame God. And David says against thee and thee only have I
sinned. It is not that he does not understand that othershave been damaged
by his sin, There was the vg!;_l_(gp};kgon. There was her ma s that

was broken because of a murder, There were he_a_g;s_gagm_ngeg because
AV

thi as child that b - d th hild d:_l,ed.
ere w a at was bom an at c

Now it i.(God's love)that has been@ounded) here. And the only way to
——— - ”

handle it - Davi_d is coming the right way.

However, his @s not over yet. Notice how he strikes deeper
~ R

as he goes on the way. He says that he was a fool. And he made a fool of

himself.

David admitted that he was a ginful man. I was‘bom} he says,

as the Scripture says here. Brought forth in iniquity. Now here we understand
— d

that sin is a combination of unfortunate circumstances. He now recognizes

that sin goes farther and deeper. He said, in sin did my mother conceive me.

& ot misunderstand this ve ge of Scripture. It doea‘ mean that there was
mythi.ng wrong with the!act of gggg&ion) How hi. when




=

Some)who read this as &@MW in itself kind of a
cin, But in the w:lp, it is blessed and is honored of God.

And is a delight to the heart of God.

Now what he is saying is that :mm(mwhgmm
g‘nful humanity. He was born into a sinful race in which sin was already dagg]..y
> e

indebted. Now there are many who may cbanengg this. They may question the

doctrine of‘ori@ 'E.’ But this is a theological term. Though I may not be
very accurate on it. But the@is. that th is basicall =

Now this, then the question comes -@:2tau3ht you to qu? Where

did you lug_go_l}_o.? You don't have to go to school to learm how to be d;_gpme_st?
Did your parents to dg;g_}v_gothg_rsf No, every parent here

knows that children do these things naturally. This evil shows up about the
time a baby can express himself. There is a little bit of rebellion and

independence. And self-assertion, even in an infant.

Now this is what David is saying - he says, I see now. @s\in)probhm

is not on the surface - it is a deep problem. It is really down in my nature.
And he says it is in my whole being. No wonder he begins to pray. And how

God needs to come and help him out of this. We must understand this.

!. THE CURE
There are uveulvych David takes here, in this cure, as he
\
upon God - for God's help. Because he recognizes it.
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thing that he wants is that God -_ogg(& hin wisdom)

leart. He says give me. He wanted an understanding of the facts

"of 1ife. To kave God show him the reality and show him the way. In other

' words to help him to understand the truth about the secrets of his heart.

Now th@ thing is in V. 7. He wanted to be figuratively éurgd

from his sins by blood> lie prayed for full cleansing. Not only does he
i -——-v

want to receive Cod's presence. But he wants \to fit] for God's presence.
T I

Now this iaa restoration, And it was - as he looked at his

life. And God had completed the operation. He wanted Cod to sprinkle the

hissop wupon him. Indicating that he had ch_l'a approgl and that he was now
set aside for God's work.

m@mmgnmv. 8 - £111 me with|jo And let the

/" //
bones which thou hast broken rejoice. Th ere means - make me to hear,
e /)

Say something to me, oh God. This, he says, tell me what it means. Say

something to me about it and let me know what your word is.

I P

Iprotitinourvords-lituhearmicggj,ninoursouls. He

begs for joy and gladness that will be his portion. It will be a new day

for him when he hears the Heavenly music in his soul again.

'mestep, V. 9 -@ide :h; face)from my sins. An(blot out) my

iniquities. Here he is saying Father, if I am going to be free from falling

again,has got to be donme about the 23" I can't always have

this thrown up to me forever. S
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N L

must have felt a little bit depressed or discouraged. How

e was going to be wretched or miserable the rest of his life. He is

sking God - @hﬂ my sin and blot out my iniquities.

th:lng - V. 10. He prays for Muﬁ aéz lifc.J

Create in me a clean heart. What desf_r_ucw had had. He
or a brand new heart. He must(deal)with the old life and the

old heart, But he says, I__g,t;ssd_o{}:. I am tired of this old life
and I want God to do something about it. And that's very important.

V. 11 - In t.hcstcp. he says, cast me not away. Now take not

thg lol'!: Sggs k;o- me, He begs God to keep him close.

Now I do not think that here the Psalmist is just praying that he
might lose his salvation. No, but here is assurance that the Holy Spirit

is going to be with him. And David needed that assurance. {é@ was bandshed

and had t wwm. And David pr that he cannot live
ow a prays c

unless he is living in the presence of God.

Would to God that(we)could get that conviction. Our lives would be so
" A -

miserable until we were guided in his steps day by day.

The stop - V. 12. He prays for thz(lg of ulvntia to be

restored. David is like a hungry boy. He wants that joy.
C-/‘n — ‘,4-""?
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1've fomd(chutch uﬂ)ets) sometimes who will say, my life is '

How appropriate this prayer. . And we are talking

about a cure now, And here is a man that wanted to get back into God's

blessings.

I read about n who got a @ from a person once, Telling
opnest. And he did not

sign the letter - but the preacher knew that he would be in the service.

So he decided to address himself to that problem. And so he brought out the

\
truth of the power thath ve of breakin om our sins. ZM

The w@:giﬁ of the life of Jesus Christ in us ig the power that takes

away the hadbit of sin. No person will ever be free from the grip of sin,
-~ \ﬁ

upon his life - until he understands that God is able to do it. And of course
Ty

we have to be a willing spirit. We do@waié for the feeling to come to be
N

forgiven. We do not wait for the feeling of power to possess us. Cod has

declared that he has already given you the E%t. And that's by faith.

g% next step that we find in David's wonderful cure - V. 13. Here is

(a sacred °§§E"! a vow, that he promises that he is going to try t@

transgressors thy way. He promises to seek out hisérundsi that have fallen
ey A ST SRR, b
in the same pit. He promises to bring the good news. He is going to tell

people of Cod's grace. . -
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_'«":;o@a teacher of hiw. And he is going to talk out of his

hat a wonderful understanding this man had of the character of God.
T

has gone beyond anything that we can possibly Me. He is going

experience and help those that are ith the same guilt.

I e,
4 finally, he comes to the words o V. 14 and following.

He says my tongue shall c__ig;_gyd. He 1s going to praise God.

V J 6 a V. 16 - He says I would, if you desire, I would bring sacrifices - I
)

—

would give it. His mind is tumed to theé-g\le.) And he would be glad to
——am)

bring a hundred or a thog_g_g_gnats.

I/V. 17 = In/his comm anty he says I will offer a bg? and a cm;r;;e
heart, 'rh of God are this -(érue regentance} And what a wonderful

understanding this man had. I will praise God he says. For taking away my
guilt. And second, I will have a broken and not a willful spirit - but a

contrite heart. So I can praise you oh God. I will not be stubborn any longer.

-~

V. 18 -~ lle said that he was going toé'o good in Zion-’) To build the walls,
\

B4
the very city of God., 1In all of Cod's greatness. He had found that God had

healed h in his sin.

3L
l And finally in V., 18 - and 19 - the yorship will be realistic) It will

not be mere fo_;_-. Every so:gs%g, every prayer uttered will not be repetitious.

-—



you know that fou)are the ruler over your 2Cle Rigsd.. That you

ave influence over your family and friends. And what happens in your little
. kingdom - if sin reigns unchallenged in your life, it falls apart. You know

what to do. God offers to restor‘g_m and to rebuild your kingdom. And this
is the thing that David was going to do the pleasure of Zion. And he was going
to rebuild it,

With that we could call for this,

I read in the newspaper of@&n&wé Budssg! Fla. He had

been warned of the tragedies of alcohol. He was driving hg-e from his work to

a trailer court when his car struck a boy riding a bicycl’c. lle paniced and
he did not stop. The boy was knl}d in the collision., The car was dented.
Police roped off the area in the community in which Turner lived. And witnesses
described the de:_t_l_:__gar. They found it parked in front of his house. A;ter a

search, the officer found Turner hiding in the attic. Drinking from a bott%

-
of liquor. They questioned him for more than an hour. They charged him with
man slaughter, and leaving the scene of the accident. And then, they told him

the rest) of the story. His own 12 year old boy,(Randal) riding home from school
. e ear old boy,(Randal)

on his bicycle was whom he had killed. Of course, the man had a éroken huuﬂ

just like David. And because of his confesfsed sin, William Tumer will answer

for himself, @nl answer for himself. too, will answer for yourself.
V T 4

The scourge of sin must be handled.

The crime, like David's, could not be purged like animal sacrifices, He

deserved to die. He knew it. And heiuel



 lyarilyn vonzoe)was found dead. She was TR e e e Wit wa
© hand as though she was trying to call for help. Someone remarked, she was

5 e, calling for help - but there m@tm the other 3‘.‘. of the LE‘./

¥ow this is(get)so for those who call upon Cog in repentance and faith.
/5usk o the Locd whils he mey be fowd. Call vs opon him whils bs 1x mear.

Let the wicked fo he unrighteous man his faults. And let

him be Lord and he will have mercy upon him. And to our God who will

abundantly pardon. Isa. 55:6-7,

L g

L =
Once after had finished preaching, m th a handsome

,71 face was brought to the platform by an officer. le had found him wandering
‘q

around in the crowd, evidently lost. The preacher took the little fellow
Er———

in his arms and standing before the great throng, ask the people to look at

the loo_t_ child. This boy has a father who is no doubt lool_t%g for him with

an anxious heart, The father is more anxious to find the boy -~ than the boy

is to be found. It is just so, with our ho.a!anly father. He is seeking us

today. Seeking us for long years - he has been following you as a sinner.
And he is following you still.

At that instance, ngnnzelg%&; his way forward to the platform. He

drew near the little boy, and the boy saw him, and ran over the platform and

thyew himself into his father's W. The multitude of people

witnessed the scene with breathless attention. And then broke into a mighty

' cheer. Thus cried, Mr, Moody, wi_.lg God receive you p if you will only rumn to

him today. /
‘7‘.! 4









