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"All The Difference In The Vorld"

Dr. George !. Docherty lem?m#\
— (Rev. 1l:5-6).

A~ Ny W/ zﬂa'a]/,

The title of the sermon is: ("All the Difference in the world"> The difference that

Christ makes in a man's 1ife. The text is taken from Bev., 1:5b,6: "Unto him that

loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and
priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.

Amen,"

It was) the | Celtic m&* when he went up that great glen toﬁeet th/(ing of
Inverness to /£Aell him the sgory of Jet;us./ﬁ'he king was a(Druid\a Pantheiat, caught

up in the fears and superstitions and cruelties of that religion; with it's human ¢

sacrifice. And having told the story of Jesus, the kjng said to Brandon,

//'Sit if 1 become Christ's man, what diffexence will it make to my lifg?"@

the question).

imd, 1300, years later, it is %{Wﬁg are all asking ourselves,

even though we come to church Sunday by Sunday. It is the question in our

contemporary /society that becomes a more and more a difficult question to answer.
\ =

What we're discovering is that the Christian gospel not entirely failed in that

b <
it has spread a new wave which we call Western Civilization.m in an

age when it is d;.gfg;cult to know‘,ul}& are ,tl;e Christians and who are not the
P - Sap—

Christians,

an ballgnme/stand in any line outside a public placej visit any sh_t_:_;_)ping/.’a

market, any store; walk the bustling Biggnlks and look at people's faces and it

‘ho are Christians and who are not.

V74
en you get a Jgh there, people discover in th(/ﬁ

Republican (¢} De)ocret and within the fimzimo,n,tha, whether

7

you're a Communist or not. But you can be In the Pentagon / e}ime_ and they may
> e

is very difficult to know

;t s said that in {

day whether you're 4
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LM.@@ hii ust.inony and he was immediately /Aarreste

We know that he was there. We know that he was amon ot:h isoners, under the heat

i g n— —
So he thought there must be a place

of tfe gun, breaking the gogks

where there is no more heat of the sun, And he stands looking out to the horizons--

P ~———s o=
Hgaven.must je a\p}acg‘lwhere there is W#ge . And they approach John in his

prison cell--he is not complaining about 1ife or what he might have been if only he
had been free. Mg mwmbmm that he followed Jesug to this place.

No, mqtead. of t:hat he Goun'dzzﬁg Eﬁerienie of thw&&_/ Ig_that/cel

tlxc“(‘brist stand% therc with all the glory as one might come to the Son of Man.

Not one of those psychologlcal books about uoom, derisi

e, And he @ﬁc with |

~ ¥
ctiong~'Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
T

v
i Ds
And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and

- ’
dominion for ever and ever. Amen,"

-4

And I come to John and I say, @@m@d you say J’-Q_Uﬂﬁ,

e/things ko this good living secular

—
\!_ //__ The first thing he would say, "py.friend, of all of the uncertainties of 1if
_ - e i — b

Litg.,tlxa,t, God loves me."[f The King James version says,

l/é. But aurely the love of Cod was not simply something that happened.at. Calvary,, Ihe

,/ love of Cod is that experience that takes place all through our lives. And Qolg}

)
sitting there in that.ggl}/gas saying, "W;ngs.- M‘

thing I am sure of--1 know that Gogd loves me." And that is something that your
—— L
ethical SBg A about,
.- 5, "I lnow you can't put it like that, vagg,‘g,o Lo

.;‘W.ﬂmt God loves nge. 1 _can _;;alk out of an evening on a/{ggn.u.: night

and watch the spread of the b'lilky{'ay and the infinities of space and I can see ther



ever discover that you're a Christian.

",
(i::a [ms hgg;agggd i_e;,‘ and this.ls the i; ny of the chur it seems that sometinmes

the people in the church are w show/{ what we rpgard as Christian. And

again and again we see pgople outside the church, ‘W'm do with the
-
church, yet by their lives measure up to something of the wue/of» Chxist.

‘ I wvant to do this Mng, rguerbering that w '"The children of

darkness are wisex thap the children of light." We might say that children

of daaness are better than the children of light.

who answers/ the question he is asking. Et'ﬂ W@as I can ipmagine

(L t/
myself, very easily; visiting what we call an W He is aW,man‘but

has W_’ﬁ-ﬂ“for the church. It's prohah];y/ysumner's evening and he is probably

sitting in a awm%mcch, with a view of the “;Wand the fixefliess/ And we

sit there and look at this man, We know that he is a Wn. A fai.,tvﬁfullq/

/

maggied man. Father of r.hzay'ehd.\dten. He pays his hmnw\-/#n and regularly pays
his mortgage. lle goes to M‘y by day and probably shares with his neighbors as

they go to work, This man will put his hand in his mt./for any appeal made with

a good cause, MHe probably heads, upa é(ﬁasable/organization or is on the board of
9

trustees of the logal-hospital, Iktmmernias:-when—we-go—ee-ehureh-;-he-eueo-hia

tawn;-or

This man has newver.been.in.prison. And this man is a'man of integrdity. T'h

4&""‘"
who wtaﬁmthc book ofM,’ And weé d higlin a very unusug

He is on the

seems to be an unusual place for a Christian, He is oned, -

of Patmos which was the "Deyil's Island of the Last"

G eens gl
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the great Creator's hand. 1T ca;_,vyﬁlg._put to the«l and see the r.'ug/and the
/

waveg’ beating themselves into whiteness-upon the shore and I can sgg. therxe.the, love

of God, And owgy.l can see the W/snd the w-and all around
me is the love of God, W—Wmto know that God loves me."

O yes, my friend, we 't find of Lod Redature, I look at the

4
starey llwcn and I see the love of God and the infinit}'/of God. And the voyage of
< & -

-,

a 2392p2“39mﬁ.£uniﬁﬁr and I begin to feel the vastness of the infinity of God, Lut
there is no love In outer space.
1 go and see the tidesgoin v tself into whiteness upon the shore and 1

think of the unfolding providence of God thousands of years before I was born--and

thousands of years after I am dead 1 wil;&bq_wmum,wkggm
flov--and I see there the previdencesofefied« /And I too walk in the summer or spring

day and I see the beauty of nature and see the traveling birds and I know there 1s ti

WOE God. We of Cod Nature 1s wild and tooth and claw,

caanW&md the result was that at the bottom of the
mountain he was on the wrong side of the riygr and waswmr.

It was a pleasant.sypmexr day. And he walked. across the moor and the darkness came
on eventually and W&me_wmw.

Because nature doesn't care, Nature is impervious to human guffering of the cry of

the broken heart.

) ,
y q I‘m%nce an aw in a church ] _In one of those
. ; | R AT ‘ !

i'

vast differentiated housing W‘with every W_; Mass produced.
'_‘_.’ﬂlm N
In that church wa_sWot untypical of many chxuches, wemmggggay

¥ , oy f g
by Sunday and agng.the s0ngs/of. Pavids.alope &/ Sandyfiver. husbanduiQegaphcane to the
church. ¢She w%g__\l‘;}ie tfor him to come. They ;Jere ve:{'y much in love with each othe

LINY
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She. canesto.memonce and said ’E:A,wonder if you would come arewnd.lriday nightsand

say a word to Sandy. Jugt a yee.word, to get him to come to church. Friday night
alor

vis had ®sandy and his lovely wife. !His house was different from any others
\hat MD&W that was cut with geometrical precision. There

was a winding craz&,mwith green nggg between the cracks. The w like &
bw.].g. And the mwere blooming. And we were upstairs enjoying the very

. . P>
happy together. And then about

'y

11 Prscton

had not come to the point--and at 10 o 'clock, Bt camewto theeddat and Sandy was not

surprised. #Isaid, nd h ! WHY, W OD bbbt LY,
‘;Edax and w with

He said, uell to tell you thytruth Wd‘me church, W, that is

myMn. Wthile you are singing the songs of D.vid, I am in the garden watching

the delicate greens--and 1 feel the cold loamy soil in my fingers. 1 am at one with

(¢ nature. In fact he says, thgtl ' He pointed to a on the
aLur i

wall on which was t:ht.t‘en by(illa Wheeler Wilcoxy which said--

e kies of the sun for pardon,
The song of the bird for myrth,

One is nearer God's heart in a garden,

Than anyplace else on earth,

And that was that--he nw to church, His w.owas chere always. @became
Ab":' - 4
ngd was in the hospital until sh._m. x waa,- .asked to speak th‘@

service and,as was the custom in ‘icotland it wasm The funeral ca
drove up to S mdx'g garden and“I didn t recognize if. The eruas,%
There was Wtween cracs of the crazy paving. And the W‘%
And it seemed that even the \H,;d/uere si}gn;. in the trees, And there he sat'in a
lounge beside an, .in which the most pmgmon that he ever had

lay very still and silent. They me , There were




o Whm- o wan, 1
.@here there are also flewers deM,
" = :

ive forev ¥W. To give you the comfort that onw—m.sismou.)

and of Christendom.,.ranked with Aubustin

of your great lifetime of study, what is the ggeltes g ary that you have ever
made Dr., Barth;’) And BDarth, who ineviatably

oreatest discovery I ever nade was: Jesus

Y
: : nnd Bt myeclens JAynat y%————qy“ don't know until you come toq‘.]csus it /llqv,
2 4 .&/ hm (b.M,' Jf-/‘o\,, ) Efl u"J b! u /-a“"l ¢ VA, BN w ‘M\Jvou u*:v.. ws‘h o A ot "
D‘hﬁ \Jﬂkful mect his Mo‘fl.v- o“:*{,r Covg oo - Coled, G, Tovwss ¥ »J’J:::: A.,J....,“

,,% e~ M..;A./“rl-k..a/}-w)w,g As g-...i,'n..(,,g W
%.@iﬁ?ﬁﬂ‘}}lﬁ &ge——not only does God love mne .~bu .

‘e has loosed me from my sins. The Kw version 8 : e
The s in = led by his ankles. lie is conﬁ.,ed. lle us no freedom at
all, ©Dut he can say /w b_eggugc Christ wm‘,w‘gm;rl am a
free man, my sins have been forgiven. By him who has ;he kéys of life and death and

leaven and llell,' And that's something the outsider knows nothing about.

<The ethicalw "that's. thel txouble with M-ﬁ;you are always

=

-
Des

@W And there ggeuch thing aw sin. o

- said Gw o longex worrieiahout his qy "} We talk about si

but wh%nma-éhvexx sexiougly. Al‘_mgégw... you just haven't read enoug
1% Al 1 .'-

hooks. It is a matter o@ ;Ht'a a matter o(@ it's a matter of ns.

- - , S s e NS

It's a matter of doing a little study. #And if you could sit down and really be

-

disciplined you could get into this thing you call sin--let's g%&aa& ‘the worg/
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si_lx_ and what do we have in it's place? The word that comes to my mind is guilt,
The pW&re filled with M Anyone knows
that people of a downtoum.church *um.éqﬁhﬂ.qg ofghe churcl. Ue're always

worried about whg.‘t;we,'.:ev;.nowdq; and we come to reallze whu@ms talking about

when he said-w, that L.do. Andethesgood, I»wouldy. k«do noj
o
@gke the qagy jiaysout and the W @wu ever @g_u}_c
they daewithout. & @mwhy,, any besimess, the wout their
dowihout o dxigd (o y bemimass, they ggpgmes

whyM‘or vhatever it is, and soda--this is their abselution. This 1lg the absolutic

for their guilt., And Wy«%ﬂaueﬁmﬂ they take

guilt seriously oytside the church. Just think of the ¢ ands O : ':&thc

are ,sayneveus—-erms—4in-this-econtext, as day by they are t#] des, and

what-are the people Amkmymmnhﬁm: is because they are

w Now guilt and sin are synomous terms in this context. Andm

2 v
W. You can go high on Wor you can go on Wand alw

You can try and spend your time loaoking at the teWr'/ And that isn't terribly

good for you either. "’@; go_on azinp__ﬂ%_;y way, every day, I am g ng better
and better. Only every day and every way you discover that you arc/Wnc
Hen Aiey 1 ‘ Bl Ol 5=

worse, You say, well, someday, I'll be diffgrent. o

e ——

you're sgikk:the:sane nan you.are.ti

you are older and not able to fight abainst it the way you did when you were young.

""..:M/L/.‘ITA

And what this outsider is inquiring is, to know what redeempﬁtion }s. : /!(reccived a

letter from an(edecholic) lnliyascongregaltion once \-:I\O/M.Egggg. He said,

"George, it is as if 1 had beg g The mistake in mine eyes, is bubbling

Only slightdy-worses-becausc

like a paradise, the birds are singing in the rain, that Christ the Loxd is risen

again."
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(JOEN MACETIELD STORY=--prisoner that T am, that his soul is shackled., Mine soul

is free. Christ, my friend, can do that).

g,
..'ﬂolmiﬁoes on that, "not only does (Ge Qe i and an M I am a

congregation as to what a pric':t: night seem like‘. Just a little out of place, until

 rtasiis.onsiigfiedtates

fated between the altar and

h%-m The wdgh priest dn the :
the people and the Weﬂ was 8W

And the people were united with God., lie put his

and the people.

and sent him
out to the wilderness and he bore away the sins of God., The sins ofl;::n‘sclves born
away by Cod.

we think w

WE don't require to gb to the minister. We have

dondphpriesyp.
whizough Lo the hgly of heligse !ccause

man. And so I commune with God, directly because I'm the priest. Yhereupon my

friend says, @_&_nwg:. If you mean talking to God. I-domlteneed.to.go

Lo pchiurehfor prayerys 1 WW" liave you ever looked at the
r
people who sayy,''l can pray ww&,-" W‘ My friend, to whom do

you pray?

betweeﬁ God and

is a dialogue, an "W, to use lMartin Buber's phrase, in whi

/
my simple soul against the %}n that moment of mystery we call praye

a qu And standing there in fe&,ani trembling we feel the hand laid



upon us saying, fear not my child--1 am with you even unto the end of the end.

Jodngu that is o be a_Chpiatian, my fuiend

you ever talked to ttm

Have you ever talked to L=IiC2?
llave you ever valkedsto.yourself in which you become convinced that you are growing

better and bettex every day, only to realize that you're talking to yourself?

Prayer is only possible between as/man and. W_
In one of thcmhere was an ; a man who came in every

day into the parish M which wassmextedoor. And lked doyn the center aisle
A\ Mm— T 11y EUNE T v odx

and sat in the fw;. A young.lad, with heavy working boots and greasy overall

his rust hands and his Wg_,‘ and he sat in the front seat. And he looked

up at the cross and stayed for Wd then he would go back to his work.
g

d him coming In every w AW he went up to the lad
1_wgnt to ask you a--tlxat/shgﬂbh«he(askinﬁwhuj I'm

--?" He said,

of low Jemmsalem. Isaw wide swm sparkling swdth jewels. I
‘ ‘ ‘

sav light lighter than the setting of suns and the IW' and at the end of

this great broadway, there was mnd archangels around the throne

of glory W n-mdww Wthat

———

““andel wanted but dth»wquiw-nmgowco make. And in the

himself sitting thcrc—Wsa.and Loﬁeof Logds, and up t:he center of that

street walked Wiu&“ﬁn‘b his overalls and his rusty stained

fingers. And when he came before the gy

And when he wholsat upon the throne then sald gyl
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of Jesus.

f{lﬁdonﬂ idn't g'g,x you'll be a hemx man or you'll pay your is or you'll be a

good neighbor or you'll be lmrous.
—-——-"7

ot at all. @ Yo
W. And gyery vonder prove; i the wonder©f lnowing
el

—a

wonder and nirqciv of knowing that yo

o i dpetbysiaggg) the Ot i G

beyond all understanding."

I /
."'.ndw'.\% wigpp{%}, can/ say, "W@! unto him be glory and
> 3 :

dominion forever and ever.f Amen, '
|

Let us pray.

Lord, we do believe. lielp thou our unbelief. Amen.




