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ANGELIC CURIOSITY

I Peter 1:12

Which things the angels desired to look into. is so wonderful that

even the angels in Heaven would give a great deal to_know more about it. e
o e

but ankle deep in our knowledge of the wonderful things that God had done for us.

——

Ve are still in the beginning of the alphabet as far as knowledge is concerned.

i ‘; ¥ 14
r. Carrolldone time said, when you follow the trail of an angel - you are on a
S _,%

]
good trail. You can follow the trail of an angel through the Bible. And just as

far as Revelation - and you will angels are interesting. In this

world, even back yonder when God created it. They were represented as being in

Solomon's temple. They investigated the @of salvation and the shed blood
-—-—-"__—_‘?— \_____________,—-ﬂ

at the mercy seat. As the (cherubim looked on. They are not only at thec/qu
at the tomb. The shining ag%el made the announcement at the gesurrection) Paul
—

says, that whenever God's people come together, let the women cover their heads.

Because of the angels. They are there. There are angels hovering around.

means messenger. And it occurs 108 times in the Old Testament

and 165 timesin the New Testament. (E’é?do not know how many angels there are. Dut
—— —_— —

N Ji
they are said to comprise a great company.<-lleb. 12:22. There is no increase of
P ———— — .___—.__.-c‘r Pl ———

angels by generation - such as among h beings. Matt. 22:30. For each angel

is a distinct creature, dire_ctﬁ by God, without any other agent. Angels are.

the departed spirits of men. @ do men at deg‘;;h become angels. Angels have been

) . g v
given a superior pogition in creation to that of man. What is man,

that though art mindful of him. Or the son of man_that though visited him. Thou

i :
madest him a little lower than the ?I’xgels. Psalm, 8:4-5) Yet after regeneration,

man obtains a relatiomship to God. Which enables him to qualify for judging angels.
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Christ, entered the human sphere, and was for a time made lower than

the angels. Heb. 2:9. Of course, upon his resurrection and ascension back to
S ———

Heaven, he regained superiority over all creatures. Heb., 4:1l4, 9:24.

P

Besides this distinction of the angels, we find that

high experience. To lead the praise of God in the halls of Heaven. They are
w

qualified for service to man. But @which of the angels, said he, at any time
h il ) P

- sit on my right hand until I make mine enemies a footstool. Arg_tllgw_t_a,ll

ministering spirits. Sent forth to minister to them, who shall be heirs of

galvation. Heb. 1:13-14.

Qtan }is God's highw;",__l@% of creation on earth. Angels have been given

responsibility of ministering genfially to the needs of man. And assistingin

the restoration of fellowship with God.

There are but few angel faces seen in this selfish world. We observe that

—
= that sweet calm man, is said to_have had the face of an angel. @

oy - (racobs
—ee In reviewing the_story of dream, a Sunday Sthool teacher asked the

class, @did the angels use the lad%er when they had wings. One bright pupil

quickly replied, because they were@olting

Littlé Huﬁh!had been fascinated about the sermon he had heard on angels, and

as he was telling a friend about it - they got into an argument. The little friemnd

insisted that all angels had wings. But Hugh disagreed. It isn't true, insisted

Hugh, our preacher says that @ome of them are strangers in underwears.
..__.—-—-——-—-'_‘7' — e ,‘-—-.-_-——-—_'__"
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Let us take this text tonight and see what we can find in the way of angelic

curiosity. @mwfor this time. Preliminary curiosity, profound
— —_—
curiosity, profitable curiosity.
—_—

=i Y The Scrigggzg_;g_xg;x_glear.here - in V.\10,)it says t
and seangggg‘gjligently. They have prophesied . _at the grace of God and had a

e I. PRELIMINARY CURIOS% E%
hg propheté have inquired

concern to search within the confounds of redemption. The thing that we see in the

preliminary curiosity is that th carried out this search. And Chaim after
e <7

chain, and link after link - we discover that men have searched out something of the

Scriptures to find out this marvelous truth.

Among those in this prelimngry search, we discover the angels.
v

— Now there is[;\kindgof curios%ty that is[ZQntemptable. It consists in the
: e —

wrong attitude of prying into matters that may be none of our business. 0r, a search
e L T

into something that we will never discover the aqggggsﬁgo. The angels were concerned
a4

about divine power. And among those who searched, the Bible may have revealed a
ey

great deal concerning their curiosity for their comfort.

Now they tell us that some angels have fallen because of v{%ge.CZQESLJQﬁmh

happened, we do not know. But we find here, that tfiesejholy an els wit e

mercy of God. And they had a deep concern and were excited to investigate along

with the prophets.

\ Now an angel looks like - we do not know. The@says, who

s e ———— — —

maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
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The @ havye boes or_power to move in different ways. They are endued

with understanding and with affection. And what are we to think of the understanding

of an angel. Who can conceive to that extent in his knowledge.

These angels(know ﬁo; the time nor the hour of Christ's second coming. Hot

withstanding this limit. They still extend their knowledge and survey what has been
' —

taking place for generations. The work) of God's creigipn and most, the redefggign

of providence.

S——, Wow there are in this preliminary curiosity, we need to think about thef

i of an angel - it is_astonishing. One_o_f_w, and a fallen one, could raise a—whizrl=
- #

wind to level Job's house with the dust, and destroy all of his chi n at once.
\/ E

Ty A Eingle!ansel passed through theéirianjﬁamp and slew 185,000 soldiers in a

night.
= The strength of an angel is i_gﬁng__y‘_:g_g of the slaughter of th
and beast in the great land of Egypt. On that night of the passever.,
—— e
=~ The strength of the angel is represented in the four angels of the revelation.
One stWth, had power to hn.lgjn..e-heek and confine -

the winds of Heaven.
— —

_ S ———
7 N/
T Th of angels in this preliminary curiosity is countless.
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( il
fkaVhJFb‘ Oniee Gire myriads upon mz;iggg,gf_them. They are in Heaven. And they range

wide. And they desire to make an examination of the things of our salvation.
i

-

—_ 1/ Wl
Part of name -divinely stands, on all ef thy creatures r , they show

the labor of‘ﬁﬁﬂ hands ,or impress of thy feet, But when we view thy strange

J 7

design, to save rebellious worms, when vengance and compassion join, in their

divinest forms. Our thoughts are lost in reverent awe, we love and we adore.

r'd
The first archangel never saw,so much of God before.

”.E
7

The angels are ever(iE;E} to leave their ancient seats and sing, and make

their ways to earth on a mission of God.

But their preliminary curiosity is in the world's redemption through Christ.

- @ talks about t n the sufferings of Christ. And the glory should follow.
e
. said it was a loB_g_E}_m__g a subject of é_gvestiggf__i{on))y the prophets. Who worked

under inspiration. They were diligent in their research when they bore witness

—

to it. And they inquired one of another. And they searched the sacred writings of
Sopip v v
men. And they wondered at the display of God's love.

“God at time and in dim:s.e_mann@‘:/s, spake unto the Father by the pro s.
S R AT T

And the angels in their great investigation of a plan of redemption, which originated
in the divine mind of God. And was found in the tzggg_gquacrii%ggs, and in priest,
L

and in kings, and in prophets. All of them, looking into the sufferings and the

glory of the saviour.
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Z
N this curiosit gl;t:rhe attention of the angels oes it not keep awake
ow EV" ;

—
the attention of men. 'The expectation of the world until Jesus himself appears.

Thus it is the faith of good man to uphold and to maintain that they were
searching what - or what kind of spirit of Christ, would be when he had testified

before of his sufferings. And these things would follow.

The searched ‘them out and they did not understand all of their

predictions. But they gave a general view of God's desé&n. And they described

| —

the sufferings of Christ as a man, as SOLYOwWS. That his suffering was going to

be as a substitute. Not for himself or for his friends. DBut for a world of

enemies.,
They that these sufferings should be the remedy. Whereaééfffs
sin and his corrupt nature. And that finally, that the Lord had-layed on him

the iniquity of us all. The iniquity of us all was met and made in him - as all

the rivers meet in the sea. The punishment due us, was layed on him.

Now the angels and the curiosity made a preliminary study - jugghgg_tbe prophets.

They wanted to know something of the background of this. And of course, the next part

of the glory of their study would be that of the conquorer. As he came to triumph
and to deliver by his own blood those from ruin of death, Hell, and the grave. There

was the glory of saving men, the glory of the resurrection, the glory of his followers.

Theof the ministry of]reconciliatiorj- here the whole deity is known. lor
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dare a creature guess, which of the glory is brighter shown - the justice or the

grace.

God is just. Man is gul . God is pure. Man is pglluteg. Cod is love.
The carnal mind is emnity against God. (ﬂéngfﬂ;jﬁﬁﬂLPE.zﬁsgnsilﬁd. Jesus came to

put away sin. But the sacrifice of himself. To ppblish the glorious doctrine that

God is in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.

Whether a man _is rich, or yngg, or p?gf_or sigg - or in go?E_EEE}th, we may

be all reconciled to God and be saved.

The glory of éégeneration\of the human heart and human character, mag_§v§iggg;
R - R

e
- the mind that has been ruined. Truly is something to understand. Now people

today who (oo o) in his best state, could you see in his uneducated condition

- roaming in_the forest, practieing witchcraft, paganismI full of sin. What makes
- - ——e—

you to differ from others of your race. The Gospel of Christ. But for this, you

would have been the same that they are. The pover of regeneration - a spiritual
-~

resurrection. A spiritual life is a wonder to the Jew and to the Gentile.

And this is going to h;igg_ggulg_;n_ﬂaéf?n through his suffering, and through

his design, many souls are going to be brought to God in Heaven.

The:@iigia)does not glorify God. The glory due to his name is not found in
man because he likes ease and pleasure. The glory — the idea of glorifying Cod

never enters the mind of sinful man. FEven the mind of those who have a multitude of



religions.

Where the Gospel mission is accomplished, the divine work has been done.

The great plan is at work, and God is in it. And the angels are interested in

it. They make preliminary studies in their curiosity.

II 3 UND (0]

The second part of thisis which things the angels desire to look into.

u 1f(

_7.-—“-=- Promd_%enm%here is indicated. Stooging down_too, they are presented
_———"':____’ ———

For example, it is difficult and

it /
a mysterious writing here - they were bending or pouring orver 1€

used here to describe the étg_a':tude Jof the Disciples-at the They looked in.

——

here earnestly intented to find out a thing.

The same word

So the extensive preparation for the Gospel could not attract the attention

of the angels. Who must have seen the écaffoldiug Eeing built. And erected.

And their minds looked way back with a profound interest. And the illusion here

is that they looked back to the priest and the e altar and sanctuary.
—_q

The @if the religious life by the Lewvites. The mysterious type - were
—

those things the angels desired to look into. Indeed, this is something of the

term that is used in this text. It means to stoop, or to bend over. Just being

a desire to look.
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. It has something to the referencg to the— bending over the mercy seat

in the most holy place. They were represented as bending over the arc of the covenant.

Which, with its ﬁ/aqred cog.&egb - where on&whﬁlqu_gfﬁ_%%nt was sprinkled

by the priest on th@ Symbolic of God' sence. The arc of the covenant
was located in the holy of holies. 1It's And the bending over

with their wings, looking with amazement at what was taking place, and the glory of

God., A great symbol. 1In the arc was the table of the-lawsg. They were connected with

{

the scheme of redemption. By virtue of the atoning blood.

that budded and blossomed and brought forth almonds and it was there

layed up as a memorial to the fact that here was a type of the unchanging, everlasting

prie‘sillgg_d_ of the son-of God. The golden genggr) which descending with sweet smelling

savor, represented the prayers of all-the-saints. Which through his mediation would
go up before the acceptance of God. Theyed up in the arg, in the most holy
[

place, was the miracle of God's support in the wilderness. A Mof

1ife. If a man eat, he shall live.

The an'_gg;__a_ha.d_pmimmd_mﬂ_%sity. To look into the things that have been
happening and prggllggi;d. They seem_too %CE - too great. They were not all given

at once. They stretched way back down the line, from the promised in Eden. What

great work these angels had to look into. Thhacl to @ from Isaiah and

Elijah, Samuel, Joshua, Ennuch, and to Seth. And all the chosen seed. And what a
series of miracles. Down to J%cob who saw them ascending and descending. Upon that
mystic ladder between Heaven and earth. Ministering somehow to the heirs of salvation.

These ones.

At @iﬂ the holy place, where the law was given by the dispensation of God

and his angels. How desirous they must have been to find out the full spiritual impact
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of all the communications of Cod.

e Somehow(: believe that they are constantlz in church. They long for the

———
fullness of time to come. And to the tribe of Judah to prevail.
--—g_-———-_____—_-—"

-knm-r now that Jehovah, the 0ld Testament - was to be

That our wonderful redeeggg was seen of angels. And the word was made flesh” and

dwealt among us.

'{d

The developement takes place on such a magnificient scale. For unto us is
v o

if
born_a child. A son is given. All Heaven is happy about a1

And they come dowm

to earth to learn about these mysteries.

They seem to thE_Eggig_ggQ;rs when there is some soul to be born. And
{

they were there in the same country - shepherds abiding, keeping watch over their

flocks by night. And the -f the Lord came upon them. And the glory of the
‘.-__————

Lord shome upon them. The angel had a message - fear not, I bring you tidings of
great joy which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city
T

of David, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.

-
here was an angey with the angel - a multitude of Heavenl'anﬁ.@‘
R ————————

Praising God and saying, glory to God in the highest.
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—-— 82
In all of his teils and conflicts here - their soverignjdé!jattend. And pause;7ﬁ
e T e

v

and wonder how at last, this scene of love will end.

As he went to drink that
—

They could strengthen him in the hour of darkness.

i : . Amazed - th that awful
bitter cup. And they could be with him on that cross ze ey saw

am—
sight. The Lord of glory died.

There was @) angel in Heaven whose eyes were not fi&i_qp,g%xazy. And
-_.--—J'll!........----:;.r e

when it was finished - they accompanied his spirit. His_sacred tomb, they waited

for the moment and arrived. And how ready they were to roll away the stone and sing

their anthems, to their rising Cod.

They brought his @5 from the sky to bear him to his throne, clap their

.

triumphant wings and pride, the glorious work is done.

But all of this did not satisfy their curiosity. They desired to look profoundly

into these things. And into the discoveri%s they had made. All the angels of God
.

worshipped and assembled with the Messiah. 'And of course, this theme embraces the

universe. And they are ready to gather together God's love from the four winds to

escort this great body to Heaven. And they look forward with deepest interest.

The angels are astonishing;g intelligent But whatever their range is - they have

a particular interest in theggospel. It has been nearly now 2,000 years that have

rq&}ed by since Jesus suffered, and still they desire to look unto those things. They

have not comorehended it. If I think in mv own imagination to look at the facts of the
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record, how mysterious they have been. Through the depths of the wisdom and

knowledge of God. How unsearchable are his judgements and his ways of finding

out.

As we think about th who have studied this for thousands of vears.

and they have gathered to survey the works of God without any clouds
- —~

i pEeTrupted,

in the way, you will not believe the mysteries of redempftgg.because you cannet

comprehend them. You only believe - love and obey.

They had profound w his curiosity. Not only did they bow, with

profound attention - just for a sideline glance. To look over the lid of this

great gift of God to man. Though he was rich, though for our sakes became poor.
s A >

And though his poverty, we might become richs

The angels have seen their fallen companions. And they have witnessed what
happened in the garden, and they witnessed what happened on the cross. And they
wonder at the opposition of the systems of this world. The race of man has fallen.
All are diseased. There is one remedy - one for all. And the rejection of this

remedy is ruin. And the angels wonder at this.

III. PROFITABLE CURIOS!E!

We have talked about the preliminary curiosity that they had. And the profound
interest that they had. Now let us think about the thing that makes their

investigation so profitable.
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-~ (g;;;;?of all, they delight in theffknowledge Being pure gpirits - they find
the knowledge of the coming Saviour was joyful., They san Heavenly music. At his
ming cav our g ==€

resurrection and ascension - they had only praises to sing about the plan of

salvation, as they discovered this new knowledge.

I
( The b;;ghlhlﬂmaé_hgsngﬂzhféfgﬁgr. And they are compar flame and fire.

e

They not only shine but they burn with zeal. The Gospel reveals God to man. And
{17

they delight to study this-- and they praise God and love God for this knowledge.

This is a(ver:)é important knowledge because it deals withSmoral benefits.}

Now the gelsdo not need redemption we know. But they discover the way that
_redemption w

redemption brings morality to people. And angels are better acquainted with this.
P

As they are deeply impressed by the power of God.

And they witness how Christ can release a man from sin. And how a man can sing

——

at midnight the praises of God. And how a man can become a martyr. And how a man

can praver even for his murderer.

They discover that this knowledge is profitable and beneficial to man. They
i ~
know they are interested in us. And what they are able and willing to do - we learn

%rom the Bible. ! God employs!them in the_iaffairs!of
— w0uld from the mf Eden. He put an ange] to guard the
<-=‘"'-_

gateway to the tree of life.
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And there was a vision of the ladder from heaven to earth.

when the first(borm dlgé,— the angel gives the blow.
—7

was preserved among the 1ion shut their mouths.

— would destroy the infant Jesus, an angel put Joseph on flight to

a place of safety.

and an mW When he dies

In that dark hour, they spread their wings

on the cross, forsaken of friends.

around to be with him. It was an angel that{ rolled a stone from the door of the

T S

nsion.

e with him on the Mount of Asc
————————————

ilee - what took place beyond the cloud,

—

e And |'r@to the

of vail.

God's cause and God's people are still in the world. Angels take an interest
—

in these.

thes,@?rd - who shall go with me. An;

was the divine-answer. They wexe with Moseg, the proPhets, the Apostles, with his
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— Wmm@ They deliver tomga E&John
ﬁ eve Christian has . It may be there is one angel
. ~anm— /_

to every Christian - or a gge;g of them. Or one may have charge of a score of

Christians. @?f the miiﬁri_ggjers believe that every é__ %é ;bad‘a_gx_xa_niiinﬁ

angel. And one in every house in every lqu.

huch we are indebted to angels, for our deliverance.
7/

—

Bu(:EEE)thing we know, that it is profitable - bgcause_ansﬁlﬂ*héﬁg_ﬁiggg§sed

the whole history of the world. Long before their was the struggle even before
—— N

And long before there was a transgression. We shall learn

light and darkness.

that they were faithfully standing by.

That I think is very

consistent with your life and with mine.

I think they minister

—

i }rfglrst, of all - angels are with us in times o -
7 ‘I;;Z:n

s
in these times of perplexity. Nhen(Hag;;\fled into the wilderness from her problems
Sa—— o ~/

and was so ready to give up - the angel of the Lord agplgared for her directiom,

R

When Herod) plotted the destruction of the infant Saviour, the angel of the Lord
- y
-f::i;;:aéL-}Ey : f S

appeared to Joseph and Mary and directed them,
e
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The angel directe o sepd fon Peter when he was in,jjfffgss about
e

his soul.

Q.g s when we aEe in the affliction ))\at anﬁels come.

When Christ was tormeated in ty the tegting devil - they came and
——

minis‘t_i?r‘d unto him. And during the dark moments of his deep agony they appeared

unto him and an angel strengthened him.

% whe@hmg is give usddehverance!in danger. In the Scripture we read

%ggel of the Lord encampeth round about them and fear him. And delivereth them.

P ——

Pﬁﬁ“” The(promisg is\\-‘he will go and give his angels charge over thee. To keep thee

in all of ways.

There are records in the ; that(literall fulfill this.@as tossed by
e e S - 3
a( storm at sea —-) as a despised prisoner. And an angel stood by him during the
; L i ——

danger and darkness of that night to conso__l__e_him and assure him of safety.

= Righteoug Lot EEas delivered from the destruction of Sodom By this very

instrument - an angel. /_&2 [fi ‘1 AI’Z//" MM 77"”! M e 7& S
Ay & Pogitir o fod Aing Tenc fol WK L., Aol Ko, W?ém 7

ie

-

It was thus when éliéagz from the Syrlan army was delivered.

@mfﬁ
O gy o) L M&Mdﬁé&&%m Mﬂg ﬂ”yﬂ& t
Wwﬂg an that closed the jaws of the lions and s
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TN An@. entered thungeon Df And broke off the feters from his

hands. Who knows but what there are protecting angels who watch over us in times

of danger. Disease, oOr accident - these many things in which the powers of the

world work against us.

S
— Finall think the angelsfmin;isﬁi at deatJQ} the release of the body and

our admittance into Heaven. It is clearly a ﬁérab1;;2 the rich man and Lazarus.

It is said that the éeééar dieé?and was carried by the angels into Abraham's
=il

bossom. (ﬁEEP are the precise offices which the angelgfﬁerforﬁhfor the dying
= 4

f/—_/:
saint. We have no ns to know. And yet, such a fact in the death chagber -/the

rightous light up. Bright angelg,are from glory come. They are around my bed in
-1'-———'—""—'7 * e

my room, They wait to waft my spirit home. All is well - all is well.
ffﬁ&:ﬁiilétb ﬂaﬂhﬂwéj' f w—ﬂﬁédyq?ﬂﬁuu’ Alh Wwied e 4%4“AL; aawpy ﬁ\f:hcjzz— —
it Pye_pt Mz . : §.ﬁ7 Yo Mo , Y Ao
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Tis sweet to rest in lively hope - that when my change shall come, angels shall

hover around my bed and waft my spirit home.
b2 22 ’wwwwm o,pwxﬂ%c.k? Mo
o / : ¥
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In view of these remarks then, how entirely complete do we find the provisions
¥ e
of our salvation. There is nothing wanting. Ample arrangements have been made for

every emergency possible. Here is the great atonement of Christ - the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and being surrounded by the guardianship of angels. The pattern of
Almighty God for his people. How comforting this is in this stroke of life. The

angels of the Lord are round about us. And help us on our way.

Why vou can tell the Christian that he will have no friends

in Heaven./qgﬁthat there will be no one interested in him. You cannot tell him
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that there will not be hat i1l guard hi i i 3 7 home.
—-—-'_.______.o—-—"_-'

@@E&@W become ﬁ gloxy-when it is revealed by the

presence of angels. When you pass through Jordan,the angels are ever active and

are engaged — even now.

Angels from the realms of glory
Wing your flight for all the earth
Ye who sang creation story

Now proclaim Messiah's birth.

Come and worship, come and worship

Christ the newborn king.

@:!this is the thing that the an’gw to look into,

fail to give his profound attention to this all important matter just now. Rev. 5:11,
— -_—Y

Isa. 6:3., Phil—2+5, Heb. 1:14,



