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brother, It is brought in as an {llustration of how the Gentdi

saved by grace. And how the salfmrightecus”gfg is angry and will not go in. Yet,
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all the while, this re?lglmuﬂ elder is the prodigal's brother. But he too, needs
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the forgiveness of the Father.

ing) to work, Whatever

How the elder son was in _the field. He was Wi
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But while the others werekfea%;;;é and
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else vou might say, this man was{no lazvy.
dancing, this man was looking after the crops.
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hours - his

> I must do my duty. He was as straight as an arrow on this.
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led, and he tock it to

m_athy with his

heart. While the Fatherswas full of joy. This boy got out of s

brother. He really got out of sympathy with the sarm;nts@ And w1th God And he

refused to go in and share their joy in the saving work of God,
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the Father pleaded with the son, to come in. And there was great encouragement in

All that I have is thine.

@M whe Thy agk e = Froghn rli\l\,&&ﬁ& Meke 1 Aad w{»r:mdmfﬁ
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on sin.
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The angry man

imagination revolving around some real or unreal fancied wrong. He does this until his

vision becomes dim and cloudy. éﬁmm% i ; lﬁﬁ@wwkfﬁ nhﬁ&¢,2ﬁﬁgﬂu§} WL“ ﬁ4?; @m ﬁ
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,at one anothey. Because an animal dis forever
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dis &thgéged and restless. And filled with dread and unsatisfied rrgﬁgng&a And some~
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friends’, or strangey®, or enepkds - or even It
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threatens our success. It threatens our ggo dream. And we feel that we are compelled

to be angyy -~ to hate, And if the stakes are large enough, we get desperate enough

to steal oy to k%;lg We @ﬁp in one another's hiifj and those we thought would love
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us. And they have turned out to be our enemies. And hate takes the place of love.
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of the most devaste because of its common place.

;. of temper.
e Y

gets a sick headache,
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of the amlly is subject to this’sin, UNo one bv nature is immune from this disease of
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often shattered by fits, of temper - violent renper. {fﬁigmdship re often ‘broken. When
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to its victims, It is as dangerous as a rifle,
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Because anger brings ease
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from anger and forsake wrath, ot thyself to anywise to do evil. Jesus condemned
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I say uato you - whosoever 1s an
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cause, shall be endanger of the judgement. And whosoever shall say, thou fool, shall

; with his brother, without a

be endanger of Hell fire.
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He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty. And he that
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Wherefore, my beloved brathren@ Let everyone be swift to hear.
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people. @mtl they are possessed with a f t oF rageer And then they arve transfg;mﬁd

into rppul 1ve§ irrational creatures, 1hey are more 1Lk@ Wle b@astw than civilized
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Doctors tell us that when any human emotion is over stimulated, excessive amounts

of adrenalin are supplied by nature, to replenish this drain.

Therefore the person with a ¢, uses up this extra supply of energy
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A This was the problem of
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and at the enaLng of hlSJ;li@a ﬁe(f rst?tried,u‘ ofp. Bk &mmksgvann He did not

want to go to ﬁineveha Tinally, at the

Nineveh shall be destroyed. He must have walked through the streets and had‘;}ttle
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idea that the people would repent. But they did. Now he goes out to the.h

and to watch = and Nineveh repented and the city was gaved,
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Jonial and he was so angry that he

that God had been merciful to him,
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away my life. God said te Jonah, now you come Gnezfiét's reason_ together.\ Does thou
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well to be angry. An angry man(g;nnmt seéﬁthe truth. Jonah replied at once, I do

well to be angrv even unto death. And Jehovah God said to him, yvou are angry with

the gourd, which you neither made nor created., Which came up at \n.:i..ght0 And banished

at night. Was smitten with a worm.
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Should T not give consideration to six score

thousand persons.

MNow here is

When a man is angry, he gives

And we wight say, the most dangerous.

Because 1t injures the

than any other sin, it destroys our friendship, and turns our es of peace into war.

It is

not only but it had certain

corvuption with it, £ ] wi . His calmmess and peace were
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corrupted, Hi

ngry, we know that he had little influence.
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Little influence upon others.

You remember the sto

sho was angry with the R 2pldi@r*ﬂ Took

> sword shall

s witness for Christ at that point. It

s very concerned about her husband findipg Christ.

and, but his soul was cold. 1 am not pdrhluulariiy an
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s 1 do not want any part

and he came _in which Qi
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r the second crash -~ of his

wife's anger, but it never came. ed ﬁg to see his wife smilimg as she said,
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don’ ou mean, you are.

. worry about it dea in. Whe best of famllleq

I'm sorry I have

e

wt angry as usual he said,

been so impatient. But God is helping me to rontral my anger now. A
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hee

Her testimony had been strengthened. Her anger been

the chi

controlled by the spirit of God.
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A Jwill hurt your capacity to wi %%?A for example, injured his when

yke the rock of
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the people murmbrred and asked for Water. The command to er
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out of all patience with the people ~ Moses struck the rm\k twmc&ﬁ as lf the rock had

TN
been thqf@ea& of the people. Crying out,

burst of anger Cost Moseé the privilege of leadin

g
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as he did so -~ hear ye rebels. Now this

v

into the promised land.

Because of this transgression, they wandered in the wmlderness@ And he did pot have

the opportunity to go in.
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. a promised land of happiness

or witnessing has been lost, through anger. And Moses lost it there.

Think ahouﬁ

in the name of his God. Wash in Jordan.

ig plenty of rivers back in Syria where I

Whlp aﬁd la ed Lt upon his horse, and his

Why 1if that is all’that is necessary, there

can wash. I imagine that he pulled out his

charlat plunged forward. L%ﬁ%&E§M§~§lDUd
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of dust. But very fortunately, Naaman, had servant wha had goad sense. And he said,

now walt a

dttle while, Think about this.

"rophet had bid

thee to do some great thing - thou would h%zg done it. But to go' wash like as a.simple

child., He finally went, and his flesh became as a lgﬁgle child,
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of blessings this way.
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him to lose this joy and this peace.

How marvelous. Ve

it

takes over and you are gding te miss a lot
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van this elder hrother heard aaeutktﬁls - he got

upselb.. And he lost all o is p ce\and all of hxs aalmneabw How tragic t was for
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" been expelled by anger - why art thou wrought. And/why is thy countenance fallen.
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ther thing

The bad thing about losing vour temper iz, that are often lost

ith it. When temper rages, vour good express
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ion goes. When temper rages, your
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go. Sometimes, vour witness or testimony goes.

=ry on the pages of the Bible, And Ch ing angry w

the way of crime - these

angry. Here you have the

was fallen,

his.brother. God said t

i

in, like many other angry men,

would(uot) Tisten to ¥ S head was filled with passion. And the first
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murder was committed.

the crim
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he @gﬁiﬂg go out from the presence of the Lor

He lost all

separates) them

frggfggi,and from other men. And they become lonely individuals. This is how
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of the ca%ggg&a and the peace which he had. Anger drives men out and

pree

corrupting this sin is.

Though we |
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Deep down inside, our
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conscience tells us that it
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the Spirit of God.

t man, was going as an am@gﬁﬁﬂd9¥wWith

wanted his toe curse the Israelites. He was ridim his ass along the
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highway toward Moab,

sword. WNow he did not see the angel, and he encouraged the ass he was riding,

ey

which turned out of the path, and he fell upon beating her with his staff.

And
he h sword 1 i n night the ass. What a
: : e as
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picture, that is, of a man losing his temper. Confronting circumstances that were
3 3

" o —
beast), and tha(gigﬁ;raphéﬁ lost all of his calmmess,
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The real trouble was not with the beast but

not pleasant. DBut here was
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with Balaam himself. For the angﬁl of the Lord was there to rebuke him, and did

vou know that is often the case.

A(man who-has- emper and he gets angry at someone else, He yveally

The source of his own trouble and sorrow,

oughit) to be angry witi himself)
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ﬁéiéégﬁfinally had his eves opened. He could not discern the angel, that his

own ass was trying to avoid. And that's how it is with anger.
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elder brother. When thélpr
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g3l was coming hnﬁﬁ;§r0m the far country, and his.rags
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had to be burned in the s the best ro

had to be put on him. A ring on

table vard,
I

his hand, And shoes on his feet., And the fatted calf killed ~ that everyone wmight

have the opportunity to sit down to tl

Lt dow
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ﬁﬁé dngry) He would not go in.

R g V ’

He 5nu hlmself out from
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the banquet., He would have nothing t dm with reconciliation. It éﬁgh@ to have been

one of the 1 lepst davs of hig life

e

but it was' one of the most m&ﬁgrable days. But
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his conversation was corrupt.

This meansfgfiendsﬁié>f is commradship. Because
& S :
of anger, ﬂtg;s was d@strag%d, Here they had been llVlug

gether wﬂiklﬁ% Log
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and all of this is destrg%éd because of his byrst mékéggma . Dld y@u know, thi& can
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You can inflict some insult and destroy it.

M There is
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They vere at a b

reached for his sword, which somehow one of the offilers had hidden away. And then

Put before he could

in his anger, he fe¥l upon this man - and smelte
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hall. But soon, he entered by another door and sto
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atched his spee from the hands of
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from a Gregk poet. Quick as a flash, Alexande
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the guard and held it at the figure. By a raised curtain - and soon his friend of his
e

and rescuer la
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destroved his commradship and friendship. becomes angry,

7y the servant salﬂ to MNaaman.

can do him a great service. Doth thou well to be angy

They were words that came to Jonah. And they were words that reasoned with Cain.

Anger is very corvuptive. Paul said to the Christians - be angry and sin not.
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You remember that Jesus condemns the Pharisees and Scribes and over turns the tables,
S

of the money changers in the temple, And drives out with whips of cords.

as lives are being taken. You think of

the Jewg were destroyed.

We need to have anger toward the things

S

But how foolish it is,

and how corrupting it is.

Two young people

“rage, one of them pulled out a sharp

bov lc%t his life and the second boy became a murderer. Merely to settle whose turn

it was to spln A LoD .
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We find that even a salky youth

may say I am going tolx

And maybe spoil his whole career. Behold,

vid, I wmuld
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Now the Scripture does not tell us all of the events that happened there - and

the words that Balaam used. , But individuals use some words quite often when they

talk to an animal, that are not very good. (gi%)anger is(égnfu1,, It is to lose self-
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control.

't one of the schools. They ~
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or rather--~he did not understand which thev used. But he said this,
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Even when wrath _is legitimate, it is wrong to give expression to it in a reckless
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upon your anger. Lt means like

the curfew bell in the town. When it sounds, the candles were to be pu

t out. The
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custom of ringing the bell at 9 o'clock or 10 o'clock throughout Scotland, to let people
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know that the day was complete, Let yvour anger be confined - and let not the sun go
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3re we gmlng to, conquor hisg? _jﬁﬁ;ﬁ“the conguest., How are we going

There aref
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/" matter of ang er, One way is

Because{gnger) gets things
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And this would no doubt be the ﬁ}rst step. L

out of control.
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;_mother& ( else loses his temper some time or other.
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51n in the eves of God,
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~ that it is an ugly
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And in your own sight - and you must have some kind of desire to get vid of it, It is
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who does nob have temper!’ But vou need to know this -~ there is one person who has
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There are other people who have not learned thi:

learned how to master his temper. p
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that you have

anger, and ask God t
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temper, (ggﬁaLger is a sin, and if you have anger with one of your brothers without a
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cause, Gﬁéﬁpuaht to hate it = we ought to despise it.
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this victorylhere. Anyone who has ange

will know that 1t is unrightegus and t is unChrigtlike., Wow CGod in his love, and
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his mercy has promised us - and people do not have to be spineless to be victorious
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over this. Because the tongue can use profanity
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~well as praise. The hand that

hurts can become the hand that heals.

He swore in the camp
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of the enemy that he

He became enraged at this. And this angry spirit was

But after the Spirit of God came upon his heart later,
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radn ploved in anger and this sort of living. (:dever}
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did he raise his hands to violence, Or his voice to deny his Lord. Wever did his

feet walk with the wicked. But he spoke the mighty word of God. b
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Mow{meekness*means actually
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fongue, your mlndg and your temper.

ann;@g&mof the spirit of God.

edy~ so the spirit of God can tame, your
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d it. In all of:/his
table. The disclosure.of this,
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they say, when

tempted or provoked would

A
uttered a word. That is pretty gg
e

the Roman

ice ~ when vou are angry,

you speak.

it gets rid of

wounded vanity. Second, real
We all have a great desire to be great. And anything that wounds-—our vanity irritates
us. As a sales clerk. Or as parents who are frustrated by children. We find that

we soon lose our dignity.

o
<E2§B can we do about this common cause of @pg&r@ This loss of control of temper.

How are we going to re—educate us.
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Sometimes it may be fa&%%@b or




=16

A

One tongue to speak, (%nd

;sﬁggna And that God
condemns it. Hence, we ngggnggwﬁonqugra He that is soon angry ~ dealeth foolishly.

But we ought to be slow to anger - because the man who can control his temper, is more
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INTRO WA el

,& A woman was walking home from work when a car pulled up alongside her and the driver asked her if

she would like a ride. The woman refused to get in and continued walking home. The car pulled to the
side of the road, waited for a couple of minutes, and then pulled up alongside the woman again.

Once more the driver asked her to get in the car. Again, she told the driver that she didn't want a ride.
She also told the driver to leave her alone. Again the car pulled up on the side of the road and waited.
And a third time, the driver pulled up alongside this woman. This time he TOLD her to get in the car. He
was going to give her a ride.

At this point the woman became furious. She walked up to the open window of the car and screamed at
the driver: "I told you I don't want a ride. Why won't you listen to me? Iitold you not to buy that ugly car.
Why won't you listen to me? I told you if you bought that ugly car, I wouldn't ride in-it. Now why don't
you drive your stupid, ugly car home and leave me alone. I'll be home later.” (1)

I had no idea that story would end up like that when I first started reading it. Sometimes it helps if you

- know the whole story doesn't it. Well, it's the same way with the book of Job. It helps if you know the

whole story doesn't it.

A father and his young daughter were riding in a crowded elevator. Suddenly a woman in front of them )~/
turned around and slapped the father's face. The. elevator stopped and the woman stormed off as she [

looked back shooting venomous looks at the man:-

The father was obviously shaken and confused He looked down at his daughter and said, "7 wonder
what her problem was?"

To which his daughter replied: "Oh, she was Just a mean.lady who likes to hurt people, Daddy. I didn't
like her either. She kept stegpmg on my tges. Sol pmched her bottom as hard as I could T haz‘ 's when
she started picking on you."

./ Remember sometimes it helps to wait until you know the whole story.



He was between a rock and a hard place. Moses had an unruly mob on his hands quarreling with him for ~ =
Twater, and about to stone him for bringing them out into the wilderness to die of thirst. From their
<Q’, miraculous deliverance at the sea, they had moved deeper into the wilderness, setting camp at an oasis,
G\ only to runout of food. In that crisis they had questioned God's purpose with them, wishing they were
still back in slavery. Yet, God responded with the gifts.of manna and quail. Now, in a new camp, they
had a new crisis -- their water supply had run short. And so they ask the recurring question: Is the Lord

among us or not? :

We know how that feels. A congregation which has enjoyed decades of growth and esteem in ministry,
suddenly finds itself in a different situation. Changing demographics, economic realities, changes in.

leadership, all bring a decline in church attendance and | rolls, What was for ngmgggsEand is now
questioned. Has ! God forgotten us, turned to other sources of witness, or taken up leaders 1p in ministry

with a congregation other than our own? We_ scramble for solutions, devise new goals, continually
measuring the moment by the triumphs of the past, and ask "Is the Lord among us or not?"

We encounter a personal crisis and question God's presence, providence and purpose in our lives.
Working hard at a career, and experiencing some success, suddenly there is an acquisifion which results
in downsizing, and we find ourselves out on the street, looking for employment. In this city, it is
especially treacherous. Suddenly we are unsure of all that here-to-fore we took for granted. We question
everything -- our ability, our future, our very identity -- and wonder what sense 1t makes to speak of God
being aware that we exist, much less continuing to care for us. Is  the Lord among us or not?

We move through life managing its minor hardships, never questioning the gift of health, only to be
suddenly confronted with a life-threatening illness -- be it ours or the health crisis of a loved one. Is the
Lord among us or not? For some of us, miraculous moments come, but always surrounded by the
hovering fear that the illness may return at any moment. For others, we move more deeply into our
orivate wilderness. coming to realize both how precarious and precious life really is.

These lesgons today answer that question. They tell us this is precist WM@MM@@M@\,
model here. Though tempted to take it personally, hie makes the ogly move possible to hirh in such a

situation, Moses takes the crisis to-Gad. It is more than an adroit move to avoid stoning. It is the
fundamental reflex-of faith! "What am I to do?" he cries out to the L.ard:

@Wr "Go on!" Keep moving: I have not abandoned you. God says, "I will be standing
before you on thelzockyat Horeb. Strike it and you will find water.”

vent-on, and found God standing on the rock at Horeb. As he struck it, Wﬁ was
not the last time Moses would find himself in such a crisis. But ea{:hh.tims_he_ﬂriﬁ,d_%gt, he discovered
God's presence with hipn, leading and saving. -

bctter illustration of the Gospel is there than this? - es 10 us-in.] st -- regardless of
our circumstance -- and offers us the Spirit to dwell in us, well up within us, gradually transforming us,
so that we finally become in reality who we are declared to be -- women and men who have been

reconciled to God. Between a rock and a hard place, she stayed in the convefsatiqn, maintained thq 'link,
andg%clnﬁmis gift. She discovered not only the Messiah, but God's presence in the flesh. A spring of

living water welled up to spill over into her life, giving her new life. _ v
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In this well Jesus Christ meets each of us. His gift has netchanged. Hg,gives—us—himselfx As "
tne- Lord amoﬁ_gi us or not?," e sayy" Go on! I w ding before you on the rock!" As we trust

him, keep conversation with him, worship God in and through him, we discover his presence with us.

We discover him present to sustain us in our mission as Christ' in_this city, to sustain us in those

moments when we have lost confidence in ourselves, to give us hope in those moments when we have
lost confidence in life itself. Thirsts are quenched and crises are endured. Life is not only renewed in

hope, it is transformed.

Are you between a rock and a hard place? Go on! God is standing before you on that rock. God is there |




A only to runout of food. In that crisis they had questioned God's purpose with them, wistung they were
still back in slavery. Yet, God responded with the gifts.of manna and quail. Now, in a new camp, they

had a new crisis -- their water supply had run short. And’so they ask the recurring question: Is the Lord
among us or not? - '

We know how that feels. A congregation which has enjoyed decades of growth and esteem in ministry,
suddenly finds itself in a different situation. Chagg@gm%%c’;nic realities, changes in.
leadership, all bring a decline in church attendance and rolls, What was for sgiong_@gtgng_d is now
questioned. Has God forgotten us, turned to other sources of witness, or taken up leadership in ministry
with a congregation other than our own? We scramble for solutions, devise new goals, continually
measuring the moment by the triumphs of the past, and ask "Is the Lord among us or not?"

We encounter a personal crisis and question God's presence, providence and purpose in our lives.
Working hard at a career, and experiencing some success, suddenly there is an acquisition which results
in downsizing, and we find ourselves out on the street, looking for employment. In this city, it is
especially treacherous. Suddenly we are unsure of all that here-to-fore we took for granted. We question |
everything -- our ability, our future, our very identity -- and wonder what sense it makes to speak of God

being aware that we exist, much less continuing to care for us. Is the Lord among us or not?

o "

We move through life managing its minor hardships, never questioning the gift of health, only to be

suddenly confronted with a life-threatening illness -- be it ours or the health crisis of a loved one. Is the

Lord among us or not? For some of us, miraculous moments come, but always surrounded by the

hovering fear that the illness may return at any moment. For others, we move more deeply into our

private wilderness. coming to realize both how precarious and precious life really is.
These lesgons today answer that question. They Wﬂhﬂwjﬂwk
maogdel here. Though tepapted to take it personally, he makes the. only move possible to hirh in such a
situafion, Moses takes-the crisis to-Gad. It is more than an adroit move to avoid stoning. It is the
fundamental reflexof faith! "What am I to do?" he Wﬂd‘;

@i swer: "Go on!" Kegp mqving | have not abandoned you. God says, "I will be standing_

before you on the :

(rocRat Horeb. Strike it and you will find water.
(Toses’wenten, and found God étanding?-"on the rock at Horeb. As he struck it, Gz/al\mgpeu;ed_fm:thflt was

not the last time Moses would find himself in such a crisis. But eagh { d oyt, he discovered
God's presence with hi, leading and saving. -

of the Gospel is there thah this? @mmﬂs.mms.m-lesus_ﬂbnst - reggdlc&gi:

\better illustratior ne (oS . : "
our circumstance -- and offers us the Spirit to dwell in us, well up within us, gradually transforming us,

so that we finally become in reality who we are declared to be -- women and men who have been
reconciled to God. Between a rock and a hard place, she stayed in the conversation, maintained the_ link,
and embraced His giff. She discovered not only the Messiah, but God's presence in the flesh. A spring of

living water welled up to spill over into her life, giving her new life.
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In this well Jesus Christ meets each ofus. Wed. He gives-us-himselfi As !

the Lord among us or not?," € say3y"Go onl I wall- ding beforé you on the rock]" As we trust
him, keep conversation with him, worship God in and through him, we discover his presence with us.

We discover him present to sustain us in our mission as Christ _in this city, to sustain us in those

moments when we have lost confidence in ourselves, to give us hope in those moments when we have

lost confidence in life itself. Thirsts are quenched and crises are endured. Life is not only renewed in
hope, it is transformed.

Are you between a rock and a hard place? Go on! God is standing_bgfg\,mqy_g_uﬂuhalmak.‘ God is there
with you, not only waiting to reveal himself o you in and through the crisis, but more, waiting to give -

you new life. Cry out to him. You will not be disappointed-




