¢ _ ARE YOU DULL IN SPIRITUAL THINGS

Hebrews 5

INTRODUCTION:

There are two things that Paul will tell us in the chapter. Q:é is, he
L

is going to make an appeal for more spiritumality. And the QGEEB thing is he
is going to give you a brief preyiew.of Christls.aséesthood. He will make

reference to an early period in the Hebrew history when Abraham had been called

from the era of the Chaldees. And had been promised to be the father of a great
nation - Genesis J2. And then we will discover that there was a strange figure
“known as Melchizedek, who has been introduced by prophesy in Psalms 110:4 and was
[FEARRRNE S Y ARSI AR,
based on the historical event that happened in Abraham's life in Genesig,l4:17.

And of course there will be further interpretation of this in Chapter 7 ~ the book

of Heébrews.

But there is a span of almost 4,000 yeaxs

. We span almost 2,000 vears

from the time of the writing of this Scripture.here. And this Scripture deals with
an event that was probably 2,000 years past that. So the writer of Hebrews would
have us see that Jesus is an eternal high priest. With the rank of Melchizedek,

that he has passed into the holy of holies to make an atonement. And that he

contimes this work of igt

-£aday. And as we stand almost 2,000
years away from the interpretation of the book of Hebrews, that is a long span of
time. And yet the truth of this study is still contained. The very expanse of
this time helps us to understand the relationship of this event in Genesis and the
prophesy in the book of Psalms. Plus the interpretation in the book of Hebrews,

in the person of Christ - we have the reality of this great high priest.

Now the a a-custom of looking upon themselves as Heavenle—exciuwstoe

fay_g;i:l‘-e-sw-= And tq rggard ;hgir prigsthqqd, and itfs rights, and sacrificgs as that




which was the only answer. Now Paul might have talked of other things about the
atonement. Until the end of time, without gaining a single convert. But when he
comes back to talk about the priesthood of Aaron, and the priesthood established
in Israel, then he immediately captures their attention. And he is going on to
point out that how Christ really did possess these very qualifications that the

priest in their time possessed.

I. THE HIGH PRIEST(
,_, Z;g::} Firstltaken‘zyom men.! For every high priest taken from among men

is the way this begins. Every true priest must be taken first of all from among

men for this office. It is human interest that is concerned. None '"but a man
is admi tted into the presence of God in man's behalf. So none but a man that has
been identified with man, of the sagswggture, had also transgressed could come and

do this job in this office.

This helps us to know that the Gospel will bear a great resemblance to the

prophets - than to the priests. @::Eljhs_g:nghe;s, thg_g;gaﬁher must speak to men

for God. But he makes no sacrifices. Jesus has already done that. Now one of

the major tasks of the priest was that he should make offerings.

) used to tell his students how he felt when he was ordained to

e /
the ministry. It was if the people said to him, Awe_gg;mgwwwwMQWIHMw”mfd inwthe

dust and the-heal of the.day. We have to spend our time getting and.spesding. Ve

have to serve at the counter, toll.ad=the desk, and mgke the wheels of industry.go

round.

’ﬁ!!uant you _to be.get apart sg_that you can,go into the secret place.ef.God
and come bagck every Sunday wigh_g_ug;d_ﬁ;gm_ggg_ggwgg;’(
s s ; , - P




¢ is the link betwyeen God and gan. HNow in Israel the priest

He was the person who was to offer sacrifices for the

sins of the people. And sjipg disturbed.tle relationship that existed between man

and God. It put up a barrier. It estranges man and God. And the sacrifice is

meant to restore that relationship which should exist.

S0 we see that the priest is taken from among men and is ordained for men

in things pertaining to God. That he may offer both gifts or sacrifices for sins.

they must be taken from among men. None but man could do this job. And then you

see that the priest was to minister as a representative of his fellows. He stands

between the simple world and the angry God.

Another thing we {
religion.
This is to be part of his work. And the @ere to bring their sacrifices and

=1
their offerings and he was to offer them. The gifts spoken of in this text were

those of gratitude, as well as those sin offerings that were made for atonement.

So the chief business of the priests was to offer.

looking to him

is that the true

servant of God, though he is taken from among men, he is clay like all other men.



And yet he has been separated for this ministry, this call which God has given him.

This could be so(il rgted by a multitude of ways. You remember in the

Jouakdns many years ago, a young men had prepared himself to be a sghool teacher,
and had studied and thought about being a lawyer. And these were his ambitions.

But he was converted, and when he was converted - upon his conversion, they asked

himto give a testimony. And when he gave a testimony, which he thought was truly

the worst thine that ever happened.to.hi
become a Ereacg%;. God needs you to deliver his word. And of course,\George Truett

was taken from among men and was appointed to afficiate in this position. God still

e after that said, you t

takes those who will listen to his voice and will use them to afficiate his word

and the ministry where it is needed.

;2;,“’ Second, the high priest mus

First, %gzg;gg;g;

Second, erroring ones,

It was significant was to deal with the<sins'of ignorance, That he could

atone and make sacrifice for them. But there was very !@D provision made for

lled and sinned against God. And the Hebrew Christians

those with eyes wide open_rebe

were to note that. There was reall

acrifice for a presumption ~ a sin of

presumption. Moses warned the Israelites ip the wilderness and the priests shall

make an atonement for the souls that sinneth ignorantly. When he sinneth by
ignorance before the Lord - to make an atemement for him. And it shall be forgiven

him, But the souls that doth aught presumptiously, the same reproacheth the Lord.
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And that soul _shall be cut off from among his people. His iniquity shall be upon
WW

him. Numbers 15:28, 30, 31.

Therefore, there was a what the priest cpuld sacrific
could sacgiiigg_ﬁg;_ignﬁsance - that was pardopable. There was a sacrifice that

the priest could make. But Q“

What are these(31nszof‘f§;orance - they are sins committed on an 1m2u1§g,
Sins committed inhiggs;;. Sins committed in Q&gginn. It could be when one is
mastered by a sudden ovezgggg;ing temptation. When one repented in sorrow. And

the priest offered the proper sacrifice, then that type of sin could be forgiven.

On the other hand,%;:;umptign is col delihg;ate, ca&gg}ated sin., It

is the open—eyed obedience - or rather disobedience to God.

That is why vou my friend had 4

- heart about vour deliberate

cagele ss.sda. And about the sin that you willfully commit because there remaineth

no more sacrifice for that sin. Hebrews 10:26. Over and over again - Ley, .4i2,

sang,

presumptiously because

Numbers..15:22, Deuf,.tiil? - it says that the

he despises the word of God shall bw“EGE off. Now the man that does that, Deut.

says, that man shall die. Now the sin of ignorance is pardonable. But the sin

of presumption is not.

They meant that the sins of ignorance were committed simply for the<£:;;2hin

kpgiledse. They included the sins that when a man was swept _gway in his passi

a man was mastered by some temptation, but when a man repented in sorrow for some
thing that he had done - but sin of presumption meant cold, deliberate, calculated

sin. Inwhich a man was not the least bit sorry. And with his eyes wide open, he



disobeyed God. Therefore, the priest existed to open the way back to God. So

long as the sinner wanted to come back to God.

V.

2 was to also éake sacrifice for himsel?— for his own sins.

Before he could sacrifice for his sins of others. So this proves that he was taken

from among men. And the priest would have passions - campassion for sinful men.

It means that he too could geel gentlz. And this is kind of an untranslateable

oF
word here. That is by virtue to extremes - a word that kinda describes one that

he needed the ability not to lose his temper with someone who was foolish and

would not learn. And he was not to.lesghbectemper at a fault because he was not

to condone. The effective priest was to have sympathy in such a way as to mould

the sinner back into the right way. And this was his appointment. Being able to
enter into the feelings and wants of those —- the ignorant, the erroring, and those

who had a wrong view of God.

12 often blame and denounce each other from not breaking off from certain
vices or evil practices. A priest having a common nature with the people, would

haw the knowledge, the feelings, and the wants to press the intercession of being

encompassed with infirmity.

[ -

3 «Third ,i honor bestouwed.by..Go:

But he that is called of God - as was arcd. This is the diyjpe.sall. And no man

would take this upon himself. Any man who would take up the job of Aaron, or of being

a priest, or take up the job of being ai;ﬁﬁmher without the divine vocation or call -



to minister between man and God. Disappointment if this call is not of God.
This appointment is not by an individual who says I'll voluntarily say , 1'll

take this job.

injured.party. Man is £ r

who will be the mediator. Between himself and man.

And seadﬁgjflhat gver,_this world. and he will say what

is acceptable to him. Mgp.made the selections of their own priests - then they

would have had little Eféérg for what God wanted done. But Aaron who was the
"

first and the greatest high priest under the Mosaiac covenant, we know was

appointed by God.

Every man did not have the right to chose for his vocation, the priesthood.

jfiéﬁ,wwx
as a vocation. It is a calliawaWXf;;n ought to be able to look back and say,

not I chose this work - but rather, say God.chose me and gave me this work to do.
Just as God reserved the rights to call the prophets, and to call the priests to

serve him - I think he reserves the right today to call men into his ministry.

1;@-— So @ himself to be made g high-psieet. But he

that said unto him, thou art my son, today I have begotten thee. This tells us

thatf! quade the choice. God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten

son. It was God's choice, nd Jesus, who made the choice, to become the high

priest.
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9‘9’ Fourth, he %elonged to the rank of Melchesedee] Jesus was appointed and

ordained not just to the rank and priesthood of Aarop. He was appointed to that

higher priesthood of Mdchesedec. Christ was chosen not to be a priest after Aaron
but after Melchesedec. And they were dulled of their hearing to understand what

he was talking about here.

:E;’__fifth, he{demonstrated his power through intercessionl zjf;thgj When the

days of the flesh when he had offe

On earth, he was poor, despised, rgj _;?ﬁwof men, hqQmeless, friendless. Subjected
to the brutle, cruel folds - iisggmeven tried to bring him to the depths of despair.

And even to the point of syeating blood as he prayed Father, if it be possible,

> &5 he is about to

. Fiﬁéi, at

wsalem. And thifd, in

let this cup pass from me. This is a reference toﬁf
climb Calvary. You know there are :
the tomb of Lazarus. SecQﬂﬁ, over the unbelief of Jex
1 . . ,
Gelbsemenas And who can doubt his Cethsemane crisis that sorrowful, agonozing
prayer which was unto death. The night he was betrayed with strong crying tears

he interceded. They used to say there are three kinds of prayer. Prayer, crying,

and tears. Prayer is made in silence. Crying with a raised. yoige. Tears _ouaxr

come all things. There is no door tears do not pass.

{0r. Andrew Bonar)

a sain vy man, wrote in his diary. HT(Z)]flight T g&zg m.gselﬁ
4 —L‘l >
to a time of ywaill

but now several things haye become..c. I realize I have not communed enough

T R,

with the Lord. I have nqQt_gome.to him as often as I should. Lit;le forethought

has been given to the requests I've made. There has been much conversing and

outward engagement with men. T have not been occupied enough with God himself.

I also realize that a_closgnaeas to him gives abundant strength and it is like the

sunshine shining through the clouds on a gloomy day."



Now the prayer ofand his intgrcession, was something gf waitine

upon God. That this godly man was talking about.

in a distant city. Unlike the

.OQe where prayer, Bible

reading were a daijly praetice. When the time came to return home the youngster
was hegdbant to leave. Her mother was displeaged by this and asked, deurk_you
want to go home with me, Yey/_fa.ma, was the reply. étGOdlS

Grandpa has.him here and I_like to _skas

// Satisfaction for the soul cannot really be found apart from fellowship

with the Lord. <1:ere is a garden where Jesus is waiti

.. For

_place that

371th _the light of his pregence. Tis the

beautiful garden of prayer.>

Prayer is the nearest approach to God and the highest enjoyment of him that

is possible in this lifetime. He demonstrates this in intercession.

Being made perfect, he

Next, he provided \endless salva;10n>

b ecame the \a Lion. Unto all them that obey him., My, that

puts a lot of responsibility upon you. He is called a great high priest. He is

the pattem, the one - the Messiah that fills that pattern. And many of you find

this discussion very dry and uninteresting. And you look to the pulpit for something

lively, moving, or entertaining. But here is a man who has drained the greatest
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quantityy of tears given over to the'feelings of man. And you have errored because

here he has proved that the work of the Christian ministry and the priest's office

of Moses, a preacher or priest must be

R

a Jew. The priest must be called to.his.offjce, in the prescribed way. But here
’—-‘ ]

was set up by God himself. Under th

is Jesus who has been called to this office, and this does not prove that there is
anything like a sesgion of popes and hishops. Because it all must be of God. It

is a direct indépendent approach that God makes. That God appoints the priestly
office. In Christ is the priest for ever. Though other priests change - here is

one that changes not. He is the author of the only salvation - the eternal salvation
for them that obey him. Which simply means that he is the Saviour of those who

believe him and obey him. With Christ, a man is saved forever and forever.

First,(Z;il_ggi;i;uajjggz-Y;_E:) Paul says, we have many more things to say

unto you. There is much more that needs to be said unto you. But you are QELE”

spiritually. Second, because of the dullness of your hearing, he says,(é can never

makemipwclzwwmwmwwﬂw%:> Now this is the mgi f‘ vﬂ}of consideration in this last
section here. And it has connection with your eternal welfare. ;g has many things

to gay about this deep profound mystery. And the high priest, Jesus Christ. And

he says - some of these are exceedingly hard to be uttered. That is the feeble
intellect spiritually is incompetent. He has pointed out and proved to them that
Jesus Christ is a priest divinely appointed. And now, he is telling them that there

is a lot more - that they seem spiritually dull to all of this. They have a dullness
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of hearing. They do not go on to perfection.

I think there is another real truth here —'butg!’tqusmpimewpq‘Qe$w And

Now doesn't this say something to us. about what we are trying to do in our

érch today,) And Eomg

to teach - and to learn. It is one thing to teach, but it is another thing to grasp

and to learn.

Noxﬂi ﬂf 1Y Seedal 1is hearers were dull. Now that word is full of meaning,

The word that he uses for dull - in reek m

;SIQ£ng¥ing of mind,. It means,

dull of hearing. It means senseless forgetfulness. It can be used as thei;wm%mm

lig@)of an individual or an animal which is il1l. Tt can be used of a person, who

has the nature of a stone.

Now here is something - this has something to say to everyone whose ignorance
and duty it is to teach and preach. It has something to say to everyone whose business

it is to think. And that is to say, it has something to say to everyone who is a

real person.

Doesn't it happen - we dodge.teachipo

never face trying to explain it because expogsition or explanation are hard. It often

1So 1t to A“Fp{ﬁlt' He

h gppens that we defend ourselves by saying that our hearers, or our congregation, or
2 PRl ———

our pulpits will never grasp or understand that.
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Now that's one of the trage

"wfrch. There is little attempt
to teach people new knowledge, ngg_ggg;gashes, and new qhggggts. It is true
that the task of such teaching is difficult. It is true that often to try and
teach in such a way is to meet the lagR.sdnd.and also the prejudice mind that

is shut. But nevertheless, the task remains.

Now the““ 3

k. from bringing the message of God
to these men. Now that message was difficult and the minds of his hearers were
slow to learn.

And his iskiaps for many years

now. And that brings me to the second point.

)¢f§::;nd,(;;ementary understanding?ﬁ;y./ZZZ) It says they are still babieg

and no nearer maturing. The contrast between the immature Christian and the

child ~ between

I Peter 2:2.
M“‘Nﬂ-

I Cobwwds6, 3:2, 14:20, Eph, 4:13.

He said that(gy now they should be teachersy//lt is not necessary to take
that literally. But saying that a man was able to teach was the Greek meaning that
he had a real and a mature grasp of the subject. He says, they were still -~ he

the sizple glements of

means the letters of the alphabet - the A, B,

needed someope to teach thom The word, which

Y, that could mean

the elements of proof. The point and the straiwh“ﬁgﬁﬂé. Now it is a sorrow to
this man but after many vears of Christianity his people had never gotten past the

elements - they were like little children. They hardly knew the difference between

right and wrong. And here he writes to these Hebrews — face to face with the problem

And in th{:lext generag;’gQ it wi

which haunts the church in thef

S ane.
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He faces these people with the problem that there are Christians who refuse

to grow up. Their real condition - they are infants.

Everyone that uges milk and nothing el

se \is Jbut a baby. And he has not
g BRI S Ty

grown spiritually.

J—

V:hird, we W Christians) - t of

to them that are full age. Even though by reason of use, have their sense exgroise.

But strong meat belongs

So solid food belongs to those who are not spiritually dull. And they need constant

use in order to know that which is right and that which is wrong.

subject. Especially

Now many people impress you abgut this

when it comes to gradipg in Sunday School. But I am not asking you how old you are

by the cglendar. A person may coynt how manvy vears h

when he has nothing else to count. Now a &

But any figg;yﬁﬁmwmwwﬁn,;

oldin soc%gl_dﬁxglggment. Some may be_tewn: 4 21 year old.ma

enough to ffo

) — but some of them wait for theirfmoibher=at..Lath

tokeglster.

¥Now I am not talking about measuring by the tick of the clock, or the page on the

calendar - because every boy and every girl wants to be grown up.

But why shouldn't the same thing apply in Christians - why shouldn't you

grow. Why should you be dull in the understanding of spiritual things.

It takes time to study, to work, to give attention, to visit - and to be
a good Sunday School teacher. Too many quit because they find something hard about

it, or they are too lazy, or they do not want to study to understand what they are
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supposed to be teaching. Some refuse to teach because they do not want the burden

and responsibility. Some accept the job and then will not work at it.

W:) And if they were

called upon to que&g_g_xg;ag_gﬁ_ﬁg;ig%5;e, the best they could do, would be, Jesus

wept. They are people who have had no experience with the Lord since they have

There are psgg;g who have been Chpisgiggsmﬁpp;sgwnwm

been saved. And they understand no more than they did the first year when they
became a Christian. But what Paul is pleading with here is - for you to grow and
for you to grow in behavior. Not as a child but to grow up. Nothing reveals

a man's state of maturity like his religion. You tell me how your religion works
and I will tell you what your spiritual age is. A child may feel guilty for doing
bad. A grown-up feels bad for not doing good. A child prays when he is scared.

And he may say prayers at other times.

It is even among church membersfr 3 they have opinions about dreams,

witches, goats - and they think that something is too it. And the fgundation of

all of this is knowledge. But how can a man love

an object without knowing of his existence and his character. There must be a

knowledge and a love and a basis for it. 3But who can serve God acceptably without

an acquaintance with his will.

he fear ofgfod and the obgdigneg.to

his commandments is_ the yhole.dubsof mang, But how can we fear and obey a being

of whom we have no knowledge. And all religion which is not based upon such

knowledge is no better than the blind rights of paganism.

Ignorance of sacred things is entirely incompatible with the Scripture.
The great business of Christ's ambassadors is to teach. And no man can become
a Christian without first being instructed. We must first have a knowledge about

Jesus Christ the high priest.



istian. Why is it that

many of our most intelligent people are not disciples of Jesus. The first is

deal if it is the right kind. 2But in every case - so
much as well enable him to have a clear view of his obligation and his duty

~ his sinful condition and the plan of the salvation of Christ.

Now as to the other question - a man may be learned. He may have traveled
all around the world, know science and literature. He maybe not be educated in

the things of God.

253y8, to be ready always to give an answer always that asketh us a

L jsays, eaxnest contend for the faith that was once delivered to the

There is no reasonable excuse for the Christian not being acquainted with

all that is in the word of God. I know that people try to frame excuses. They

may say that I have a bad memory. I do not retain what I read. Or that the

B, to go through this.welume. But

what I am trying to get you to do this year is to try and get you to read all of it.

is a largg. book and it requires

It contains about 1189 ¢} s. And some of them consist of no more than 2 or 3

verses. Now if you read

the year is out. Certainly that is no difficult task.

They tell me it requires only a

ﬁfaveragg of 10 minutes each day of the yeapme

to do this.
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But the Bib}e must be studied. And people need not say they do not have
time when they think about the time spent in the stores, in the workshops, reading

nonsense. I can assure you, it will be better for your head and your heart to do

this.

In r{>m“.uf, it is still worse. God is
infinitely rich and Christ is unsearchable, A;d to the end of your days, knowledge
will be going on concerning spiritual things. Now it is unforgiveable that a child
should sulk and have an uncontrolable temper. And refuse to do this unless he

gets his own way. But there are adults in the church, as Paul puts it here, who

are as childish in their behavior as any child.

Ggg ﬂk é wrote in his diary as a young man, L.nrayed, God this day

to make me ap extra ordinary Christian. I think the best thing we can do is to

look again to the perfect man, Jesus Christ, and look to the high priest. And to
follow Havthorne's boy — who looked at the great stone face and strived to become

like him.

L//// One of our missionaries, Mg

ks. Jane Mcﬁxaé;

in Gaza Strip had received a
TR ARy

bwmdle of clothes.in America to her school children. She had to unwrap each
MM- w

=

package. And take out the little New Testaments that had been enclosed because

there was a severe pepalty attached for distributing religious literature unless

it was requested. She placed all the Tegfaments in a gunny sack to carry them

home from school. On the way home from school, some boys snatched the sack from

her - and after running away - dumped them in the_sitreet. Because it was not

food, they scettered the Testaments down the street. Mrs. McBrae was arrested

next day. At 2 o'clock at the next morning - there was a knock at her door.

for distributing Christian literature. And was ordered to appear ir
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When she opened it, she found a woman and a beautiful young girl who was a pupil

at the school. The girl told her that her father who was caétaia in the Arab

army wanted to talk to her at once. There was such urgency and fear.;a ;LL %@;4
He mf //«—w H\[M{@ ﬂn(\;.ﬁw&tf“'ﬂ'—?,_
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