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JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Documented Findings: 

Generation 1 – Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. 

1. Joseph Robinette “Joe” Biden, Jr. – (1942 – Living)

Spouse:  1st Neilia Hunter – (1942 –1972) 

Spouse:  2nd Jill Tracy Jacobs – (1951 – Living) 

1st  Generation Documentation: DEATH CERTIFICATE - NEILIA HUNTER BIDEN (Footnote 1) 

Documentation listing married relationship of Generation 1: Joseph Robinette “Joe” Biden Jr  and Neilia 
Hunter Biden.  2nd Marriage is not documented.  

1

1 "Delaware Vital Records, 1650-1974," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGNY-Q3RX : 11 March 2019), Neilia Hunter Biden, 18 Dec 1972; citing 
Death, Wilmington, New Castle, Delaware, United States, Delaware Public Archives, Dover; FHL microfilm 
101768380. 



JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Report of Findings – 10/5/2020 
Joe Biden’s Robinette Lineage 5th and 6th Generation Ancestors were Slave Owners 

Page 9 of 67 

Generation 2 – Joseph Robinette Biden, Sr. &  Catherine Eugenia “Jean” Finnegan 

2. Joseph Robinette Biden Sr. – (1915-2002)
3. Catherine Eugenia “Jean” Finnegan -  (Catherine Eugenia “Jean” Finnegan – (1917-2010)

1st & 2nd Generation Documentation: OBITUARY – JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, SR. (Footnote 2)

The obituary of Joseph Robinette Biden, Sr. lists his son, Senator Joseph R Biden Jr., and wife Jean 
Finnegan Biden, confirming their relationships and linking Generation 1 to Generation 2.  

Delaware State News (Dover, DE) | 3 September 

Biden's father dies 

WILMINGTON - Joseph Robinette Biden Sr., 86, died Monday at the suburban Wilmington 

home of his oldest son, Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr., D-Del. 

Mr. Biden was born in Baltimore and grew up in Wilmington and Scranton, Pa. 

During World War II, Mr. Biden was an executive in Boston in a war industry that supplied 

"plastic hulls," a special waterproof sealant, applied to all U.S. merchant marine ships built 

during the war. 

Following the war, he was co-owner of an airport and crop-dusting service on Long Island, N.Y. 

In 1953 he moved with his family to the Wilmington suburb of Mayfield in Claymont, and 

returned to sales, as manager for several Wilmington automobile agencies. 

He then spent 15 years working in condominium sales in New Castle County and Rehoboth 

Beach for the Patterson-Schwartz agency. 

He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Jean Finnegan Biden; three sons, a daughter, 10 

grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Friends may call from 5-9 p.m., Wednesday, at St. Joseph on the Brandywine Church at 10 Old 

Church Road in Greenville. A burial mass will be held at the church on Thursday at 9 a.m., and 

interment will follow at the St. Joseph on the Brandywine Cemetery. 

Copyright (c) 2002 The Delaware State News2 

2."United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QK51-CQ82 : accessed 27 September 2020), Joseph Robinette Biden Sr, 
Dover, Delaware, United States, 03 Sep 2002; from "Recent Newspaper Obituaries (1977 - Today)," database, 
GenealogyBank.com (http://www.genealogybank.com : 2014); citing Delaware State News, born-digital text. FHL 
Film #101234698. 
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2nd & 3rd Generation Documentation: APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE – JOSEPH 
ROBINETTE BIDEN AND CATHERINE EUGENIA “JEAN” FINNEGAN. (Footnote 3)   

The marriage of Joseph Robinette Biden, Sr. to Catherine Eugenia Finnegan documents their relationship 
and their parents including Joseph Biden and Mary Robinette, helping to confirm the 2nd & 3rd 
Generations of the Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. Pedigree.   

3

3."Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VF7X-17Y : 5 August 2020), Joseph R. Biden and Catherine Eugenia 
Finnegan, 30 May 1941; citing Marriage, Lackawanna, Pennsylvania, United States, multiple County Clerks, 
Pennsylvania. FHL Film #004480798. 
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1st & 2nd Generation Documentation: NEWSPAPERS.COM OBITUARY INDEX, 1800- CURRENT – 
CATHERINE Y BIDEN. (Footnote 4)   

Catherine Eugenia “Jean” Biden and her death information is listed in Newpapers.com Obituary Index as 
Catherine Y Biden.  A computerized extraction of her Longview News-Journal obituary indexed by 
Ancestry.com  shows her spouse as Joseph Robirie and children including son Joe Biden. This confirms 
the relationship and links between Generations 2 and 3.  

Catherine Y Biden in the Newspapers.com Obituary Index, 1800s-current 

View original image on Newspapers.com. (May require an additional subscription). 

Name: Catherine Y Biden 

Gender: Female 

Death Age: 92  

Birth Date: 1917  

Marriage Date: 1941  

Residence Place: Washington 

Death Date: Abt 2010  

Death Place: Wilmington, Del. 

Obituary Date: 10 Jan 2010  

Obituary Place: Longview, Texas, United States of America 

Spouse: Joseph Robirie Biden  

Child: Joe Biden Valerie Biden Owens James Francis 

Household 
Members: 

Catherine Y Biden Joseph Robirie Biden Joe Biden Valerie Biden Owens 

James Francis  

4

4 Longview News-Journal, Publication Date:  10 Jan. 2010, Publication Place:  Longview, Texas, United States of 
America, URL:  https://www.newspapers.com/images/.....See Ancestry.com for more information. 



JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Report of Findings – 10/5/2020 
Joe Biden’s Robinette Lineage 5th and 6th Generation Ancestors were Slave Owners   

Page 12 of 67 

2nd & 3RD Generation Documentation: US Federal Census,1940, Scranton, Lackawanna, 
Pennsylvania – Joseph Biden as Son in Joseph H. Biden Family. (Footnote 5)  

This 1940 census lists Joseph Biden as 24-year-old son of Joseph H and Mary A Biden . It documents the 
Joseph H Biden family’s move from Delaware to Pennsylvania between 1935 and 1940 and helps 
confirm information for 2nd & 3rd generations on the Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. pedigree chart. 

5

5"United States Census, 1940," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KQWK-8PL : 28 July 2019), Joseph Biden in household of Joseph H Biden, 
Ward 23, Scranton, Scranton City, Lackawanna, Pennsylvania, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 71-
154, sheet 9B, line 46, family 1940, Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, NARA digital publication T627. 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, 1790 - 2007, RG 29. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 2012, roll 3687. FHL Film #005456827. 
. 
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2nd & 3rd Generation Documentation:  US Federal Census, 1930, Wilmington, New Castle 
County, Delaware, USA –  Joseph R Biden as son in Joseph H. Biden Family. (Footnote 6)    

The 1930 Census of Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware establishes that the Joseph H Biden 
family was living there in 1930, including son, Joseph R Biden, linking their two generations: 2 and 3. 

6

6Federal Census, Delaware, New Castle County, 1930, Wilmington, E. D. 2-20, Sheet 3A, image 4 of 44, 
FHL Film #2340024 



JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Report of Findings – 10/5/2020 
Joe Biden’s Robinette Lineage 5th and 6th Generation Ancestors were Slave Owners  

Page 14 of 67 

2nd & 3rd Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1920, Baltimore City, Delaware – 
Joseph R Biden as Son in Joseph H. Biden Family. (Footnote7)   

This 1920 document lists Joseph H. Biden Family in Baltimore City, Delaware detailing Joseph H  and wife 
Mary E as Parents to Joseph R Biden at 4 ½ years, further confirming Generation 2nd & 3rd    

7

7 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M63G-FMV : accessed 27 September 2020), Joseph H Biden, Baltimore 
Ward 16, Baltimore (Independent City), Maryland, United States; citing ED 277, sheet 32A, line 40, family 742, 
NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1992), roll 660; 
FHL microfilm 1,820,660.  
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2nd Generation Documentation: US SOCIAL SECURITY DEATH INDEX – JOSEPH R BIDEN SR. 
(Footnote 8)  

The Social Security Index confirms vital statistics for Joseph Robinette Biden Sr of Generation 2. 

8

8 "United States Social Security Death Index," database, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J24X-HQQ : 21 August 2020), Joseph R Biden Sr, 02 Sep 2002; citing U.S. 
Social Security Administration, Death Master File, database (Alexandria, Virginia: National Technical Information 
Service, ongoing). 
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Generation 3 – Joseph Harry Biden/Mary Elizabeth Robinette 

4. Joseph Harry Biden – (1893- 1941)
5. Mary Elizabeth Robinette – (c 1894- 1943)

2nd & 3rd Generation Documentation: APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE – JOSEPH
ROBINETTE BIDEN AND CATHERINE EUGENIA “JEAN” FINNEGAN. (Footnote 9)

The marriage of Joseph Robinette Biden, Sr. to Catherine Eugenia Finnegan documents their relationship 
and their parents, including identifying Joseph Robinette Biden’s mother as Mary Elizabeth Robinette  
thereby helping to confirm the 2nd & 3rd Generation of the Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. Pedigree.   

9

9."Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VF7X-17Y : 5 August 2020), Joseph R. Biden and Catherine Eugenia 
Finnegan, 30 May 1941; citing Marriage, Lackawanna, Pennsylvania, United States, multiple County Clerks, 
Pennsylvania. FHL Film #004480798. 
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2nd & 3rd Generation Documentation: US Federal Census,1920, Baltimore City, Delaware -  
Joseph R Biden as Son in Joseph H. Biden Family. (Footnote 10)   

This 1920 Census for the Joseph H Biden Family confirms the Second and Third Generations relationship 
of the child/son Joseph R Biden to his parents, Joseph H. Biden and Mary E.   

10

10 "United States Census, 1920," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M63G-FMV : accessed 27 September 2020), Joseph H Biden, Baltimore 
Ward 16, Baltimore (Independent City), Maryland, United States; citing ED 277, sheet 32A, line 40, family 742, 
NARA microfilm publication T625 (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1992), roll 660; 
FHL microfilm 1,820,660.  
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2nd & 3rd  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1930, Wilmington, New Castle 
County, Delaware, USA –  Joseph R Biden as son in Joseph H. Biden Family. (Footnote 11)   

The 1930 Census of Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware establishes that the Joseph H Biden and 
family were living there in 1930 with their son, Joseph R Biden, confirming their respective generations 
and links to one another. 

11

11 Federal Census, Delaware, New Castle County, 1930, Wilmington, E. D. 2-20, Sheet 3A, image 4 of 44, 
FHL Film #2340024 
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3rd  Generation Documentation: OBITUARY –  Joseph H Biden. (Footnote 12)  

Obituary of Joseph H. Biden confirming wife as Mary E Biden nee Robinette.  

12

12 Biden, Joseph Harry, 1893, The Baltimore Sun, Sun, Sep 28, 1941 



JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Report of Findings – 10/5/2020 
Joe Biden’s Robinette Lineage 5th and 6th Generation Ancestors were Slave Owners 

Page 20 of 67 

2nd & 3rd  Generation Documentation: OBITUARY – Mrs. J. H. Biden. (Footnote 13)  

Obituary of Mrs. J. H. Biden indicating her 1941 death in Newtonville, Massachusetts in home of son 
Joseph R Biden (Sr) and his wife, the former Jean Finnegan confirming Generations 2 & 3.     

13

13 Biden, Mrs. J. H., obituary, The Times-Tribune (Scranton, Pennsylvania) 24 April 1943, Saturday, Page 7 
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Generation 4 – George Hamilton Robinette/Mary Ann Hanafee 

10. George Hamilton Robinette- (1844-1914)

11. Mary A Hanafee – (1862-1930)

3rd & 4th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1900, Baltimore City, Delaware, USA –
Mary Elizabeth Robinette as daughter in George H. Robinette Family. (Footnote 14)

The 1900 census of New Castle County, Delaware shows George H Robinette and his family including his 
daughter Mary, in Baltimore County, Maryland, confirming both the 3rd  and 4th  Generations of the 
Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. Pedigree.  Their daughter Mary E listed as born in 1894,  was the previously 
identified Generation 3 Mary Elizabeth Robinette  

14

14 "United States Census, 1900," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M3K7-JNR : accessed 27 September 2020), George H Robinette, Precinct 
15 Baltimore city Ward 1, Baltimore, Maryland, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 15, sheet 12B, 
family 235, NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 
1972.); FHL microfilm 1,240,608. 
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4th Generation Documentation: George H. Robinett/ Mary A Hanafee Marriage License. 
(Footnote 15) 

The marriage certificate of George H Robinett and Mary A Hanafee confirms their married status and 
details for Generation 4. 

15

15 "West Virginia Marriages, 1780-1970," database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NM68-
D4N : 11 February 2018), George H. Robinett and Mary Hanafee, 25 Feb 1884; citing Salem, Harrison, West 
Virginia, , county clerks, West Virginia; FHL microfilm 838,210. 
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4th  Generation Documentation: U.S., CIVIL WAR PENSION INDEX: GENERAL INDEX TO PENSION 
FILES, 1861-1934 – George Hamilton Robinette. (Footnote 16) 

Military Records confirms George Hamilton Robinett’s correct full name, service in the Union 
Army.  

16

16 Robinette, George Hamilton, Military Record, recruit, 1864, from Graton, West Virginia. 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/56949918/person/46566067375/media/6b90cc72-7b3b-45ee-
99c8-776e7785ea17?_phsrc=AIc1015&_phstart=successSource 
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4th  Generation Documentation: U.S., CIVIL WAR ENLISTMENT PAPERS - George Hamilton 
Robinett. (Footnote 17) 

Military Records confirm George Hamilton Robinett’s correct full name, service in the Union 
Army and railroad man occupation. 

17

17 Robinette, George Hamilton, Voluntary Enlistment into the United States Army, 1862, 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/56949918/person/46566067375/media/e9286f43-30ae-4f3c-
99b6-b9648dbc0b87?_phsrc=AIc1013&_phstart=successSource 
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4th  Generation Documentation: U.S., CIVIL WAR PENSION INDEX: GENERAL INDEX TO PENSION 
FILES, 1861-1934 – George H Robinett and his widow Mary A Robinett. (Footnote 18) 

While no 1890 Census exists, a Civil War pension record for George H Robinett (Gen 4) lists Mary A. (Gen 
4) as his widow.

18

18"United States General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934", database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QJDP-MP71 : 13 March 2018), George H Robinett, 1890. FHL Film 
#005081837. 
. 

Ted Tuttle
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4th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1870, Grafton, Taylor, West Virginia, USA –  
Geo H Robinett. (Footnote 19)  

The 1870 Census of West Virginia shows Geo  H Robinett living with Thos Clayton and working as a 
tinman on the Railroad. His occupation on the Railroad is used to identify him in US Census Records. 

19

19."United States Census, 1870", database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MZHM-QCJ : 19 March 2020), Grafton, Taylor, West Virginia, United 
States, Geo H Robinett in entry for Thos Clayton, 1870. FHL Film #005081837. 
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4th & 5th  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1860,Taylor, West Virginia, USA –  
George D Robinett in the Family of Moses J and Jane E Robinett. (Footnote 20)   

The 1860 Census of Taylor County, Virginia shows Moses J. Robinette, Hotel Keeper, with his family that 
includes his wife Jane E and children including George D. Robinette, age 15.  George’s Initial “D” is 
incorrect and should be “H” as shown in 1870 Census.  It is resolved as “H” in 1850 Census for the Moses 
J and Jane E Robinett Family because of listed children and Moses is an Inn Keeper. This record links 4th 
and 5th Generations together.   

20

20"United States Census, 1860", database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M41Y-TGX : 19 March 2020), Moses J Robinett, 1860. Taylor, Virginia, 
United States, FHL Film #005171750. 




