DEEP m DIXIE B

The year—I1863. The lime—June 6th
throeapgh 27th. The evenis that were io
take piace during this pedod were long
to be remembered in the annals of U.S.
sea action.

Lt. Charles W. Read Confederate
MNavy, and his awkward little ship, the
Ciarence, wonld leave their indelible
m: “ on Yank hippi and >-wwar
alis.. U1 the way from Cape Ratteras,
N.C., 3 Portland, Me.

Read was di tched on this parti
mission by Capt. John Maffitt of the Con-
. federate man-o>-war, Florida, and as-
signed 1o the Clarence, which Maffitt had
‘commissioned off the coast of Brazil.

Taking advantage of a natoral bravade
and a flair that could almost be called
theatrics, ELt. Read made quite a pictore
with his reddish moustache, curled wp
at lhe ends: He was an accurate vision
of a pirate as he boarded the vessel bhe
duped inte his power,

‘While at sea 'Read changed flags wlwn

they had been hearing about.

Daring Read's first week of maritimne
mavhem, he accounted for a lion’s share
of Northern slupplng Ol:l one of these
days Uhe of the
Yankee schoouer Kate Stewart curiously

approached Read’s ship to afford a bet-~

ter look al what was taking place. Read’s
ship was ﬂymg zhe colors upside down,
the

d. As soon as

the Kate Stewart was .in range, Read
conid be heard hbarking orders at his
crew, “‘Open’ the and pash the
cannons ouf. You men with the lanyards,
prepare to fire.”” Amenaclng’hroadside
was disciosed ready for firing.

The Kate Stewart’s Capt. ‘Teagone
signaled [ranlwally

ever be Ielt warr
sometimes he wonld baul up the mlors
mpside down In an appareant distress
signal, calling for sympathy—nnﬁl the
moment the viclim was in range, and
ton late for any possible defem, find-
ed Iry smmall,
ridicalous, poorfy armed bark
Northera newspapers were reporied
as saying, ““The Confederates are con-
jmring up a ship that coudd wravel egual-
ly as well subrnerged ‘or above the wa-
ier.>>

ood spars, painted black, carvesd to
pass for the real thing ot less than a

they’re wooden . guns,”” be
surrendered te a ship with

are,” Read retorted with a

“If yon’d kept on your course,

you’d have been all righi. When yom put

your head in the Hon’s month, you have
to take the conseguences.’

By this time every ceastal city was in

a state of emergency over Read's ex-

Read
with his nondescript craft, ¥ was t’eared
as possibly being the “secref weapon™

o By ihe command of President
Lincein and UI.S. Secretary of the Navy
Welles, the Fedecal Navy was alerfed

‘Bark With A Bite

and senrdn.ng Eor B.ead There were
more than 38 ships giving chase to him,
-all crisscrossing each other in a nonsens-
ical patiern. Read simply malntained
his original course, very seldom deviat-
ing except to intercept a Yankee ship.

continoed np the coast, finally arriving
at Porlland, Me. Here, be finally ran

‘out of huek, !mtnotbeforesnanhngon(

of port the just -, Caleh

Cashing,- past the barbor’s fortifications

inl.hesﬂllollhemgiit,daﬂngmww.lt
whals

to have sald, “By God, they're shooting
stink bombs at us.” ’
Whenhsadversariesﬁnallymwno
mere shots forithcoming, they took ad-
vantageofumlnlllniakel‘mdandhis
kapless crew into c© dy as

of war,
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