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BLESSINGS OUT OF BUFFETINGS

2 Cor.j1-11

Fgggggégggar - instructions and corrections.

The second letter is outcome of first.
L

News/é;;; to Paul from Tifus and ;imothy (2 Cor. 7:7) of the mixed reception
_ﬂ.,_—————-——'_—7 ———— e ———

of his first letter *@E_&E%‘t?d and @

and suspected his l_ng;_j.ves and uni;dity of his ministry.
e e

challenged his authority
2. enge !

Jte Talks of his ministry - defense and interpretation of the work of himself as

—— ——

an Apostle.

mtheruer_&.thg_s,e, who owﬂ_ﬁ%l - this fact makes these verses
7

beautiful and tender.

Word had come, undermine the Eé%éb as it had been revealed to him.

Greeted them with affection - spoke to those less likely to be interested.

1._@- Struck a note of authority - by the will of God.

V. 2 - Salutations

V. Thanksiving - remarkable passage.

These verses open to us a ministry which is H%égge. Not everyone is called to

preach the word of God in public. Not everyone is clalled upon to testify before

a crowd.

If anyone knows the Lord Jesus in reality then God opens a ministry.
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others.

Such
ugﬁig%nist . They live richly and therefore are used mightily.

@EE;;EEEjspiritual life to a broken heart,

_ey_;@— Sufferings of Chzg is lacking in the one thing that really matters,

need for a ministry of comfort - you do not




=D

have to look far to find bw%rts, brg&gr_l’_lj#s, and broken_ﬁlyf%s.

t_deep down in your soul the plight of men and women

without God and without help in the world.

All parts of the world - veneer of civilization.

aid - that ywmﬁh%p and comfort to someone else,

unless you have bn through his trouble.

True in a limited sense.

-.Qgggggggggggggs,— you sit with someone - never suffered this.
R
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Desperagé" &l%&md you know little of that.

Does that mean you are exclg%d from a ministry to such persons?

Surely not!
= !E Paul!speaks of his ministry of comfort - having come out of an experience
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of his own life which has qualified him for such a ministry.

&@- Look again - see something of (trainigg:;? He passed through.

S thi h h ened to hi an experience of affliction. Deep inner
ome__ ng as ap__g}_ny m, anl _;xp ! 12 P

R YIS

affliction.
Speaks about some d%EE_EEEggigg%g through which he passed and speaks V. 5

about the sufferings of Christ abounding in us.

Therefore he makes it perfectly clear that{izafg would qualifz to bring blessing

—_— ”

to one poor needy life, one broken heart, it is going to require iritual

experience of suffgzipg on a deep level.

I want to(E}, to show you what that meg},g - here are some questions.,

.,;,& you ever felt the thrf;} in the heart of God over a soul without a

Saviour?

P,
Qﬁﬂzlyou ever felt in your own soul_Ebg_E%%p, the agony of the cross, the
= = et e S

concern in the heart of God for a soul without Christ.

ou ever been really caused to take hold of God in prayer for someone
— T e e S N N LI+

P, T 3

who seems to be so helpless, so hcgless, so l};ft? Perhaps your next deor

nei%hbor? Does it give you five minutes concern?
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Mrggﬁgggeone in need unless first it has

touched your own heart.

The moment it begins to grip fOu, you will be led into a school of suffering
about which an unbeliever knows nothing.

There is nothing in physical pain which in itself produces holiness - but

the sufferings of Christ, which are the outcome of our union with him.

shich he has passed through for his
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aining
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Here{Paul)is speaking about a\t

minist;géf’fﬂzzﬂg;f;iéﬁf bring comfort to others.
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He had been comforted i§~2é§:9§52£5555§§§;°n - found that comfort and

experience of God in affliction.

He is made a EE%E%El of blessing to another in need.

- Heavenly comfort and help to one poor broken heart cannot be

Remind

ilder. Tt is something that is going to

Word comfort is word for Holy Spirit!
Deep tribulation part of Ggﬂ's_ggggle - comforter — precious comes to us in

all our affliction. J. 16:33.

— igi{igle principle?- if you and I are going to be a blessing to someone in

need, perhaps first to someone whose hearg_ig_h;g&en, who is.without-God,
without hope - if we would have this sacre try - precious ministry -
— 7

this is absolutely/§mpossibIp

school, only something that the Holy S it will give to us - He is our

for us by ourselves, talent, a@ié%;y, collgge,

endurement.

e ot: have to go.fa_r before you find that the people of Ggi through out

the world and going through times of unprecedente essures and tensions and
= . é "
problems. '
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It would seem as though Qgg_igdallnming_gim%§7pf teg;ing_;gE%gge to

his people.

NWI but that as they. share in the fellowship of

the sufferings of Christ they may know in a new measure the endurement of the
h=====JL‘_¢ggf§}5

Holy Spirit.

Out of this

of affliction, the church will begin to fulfill
again the tremendous ministry of comfort and blessing which is a unique and
remendous MIn=st

glorious task.

I feel these days of pressure upon the church have a very special significance

in the mind of our Lord.

Paul is speaking about the enablement which will accompany only a man who

——

has really submitted to and accepted the affliction.

IE_E_EEEEEEEEEAEE%Eﬁ the gkiliiz_zg;hfiggfgg%;prt depends upon having sub-
mitted to the suffering which God imposes upon His people.

. is that suffering? We are not left in doubt - not physical but a
spiritual principle on life. School through which the Lord puts his people -

accept the discipline.

OOK AT THE PRICE;7
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V. woxrds,.

Pressed out of meas %
essed..out of.measure

Above strength.

N

We despaiffpf life. We had the sentence of death in ourselves. The burden

was more than we could bear - the fact took hold of us, we knew it was the

end.
V. Answer - that we should not trust ourselves but in God which raiseth the
dead.

We had this exggzigggg_gﬁ_gggigg to thgggggzggﬁgg;_;;gggr that we might learn
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od_has.one purpose for his people above everything else.

It is to dW{iﬁe{ confidence in the ;@)

Bring us to place where self confidence has passed into history and exchanged

for confi in God who rai

Qw.@- above strength —‘E:;Qhea\nlg laden - gradually sinks
under pressure of load - faW

Far beyond strength, =

. I've been through this in s

upon myself — I have despaired even of life.

had sentence of death passed

T have been brought to such a place as this -

elf I was helpless,

hopeless, and could do nothing - somehow everything went to piefig. I had the
<.‘__———-—-—-———‘7

sentence of death in myself.

And why?
So, that I should no longer trust in.myself - replaced by a trust in the

Lord who raises the dead.

Here is the price of our ministry to others! It is amazing.
d e

one thing is going to

/you would bring blessing

stand in the wa; and make it absolutely impossible.
in your life there is still that copfl

is lost. For this ministry is a ministry of the Holy Spirit alone.

s_to one heart in trouble

, then your ministry

Remarkg@%ng;E} speaks about this.

— @you not find in your 1i§e that the flesh is w&%@ along these lines?

Iittle VE%%E - you can get through on your zeal - you pray a little and hoast
Tk — h.___‘_
of spirituality.

All the time trusting in your self,
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shattered. /j
! /
/lﬁ_b;lg/-"-ﬁ-%ﬁ—
Doubts in your mind.
oasting of what I can

God - loss trace of - confidence in you.

Cf?m. 1:18 in my flesh - dwelleth no_good thing...

A g,

Simple{illggtratlon

If called UPOH(?ZH Dsomebody who is{drovming

- wait unfil going down 3rd.

time.
Intervene at any pg}ggmghllgﬁgigg}%g, resisting, fighting for himself, bhe
- : g e “ﬁﬁ?“g p——

in a @W%mmm%hm

At end of his strength - Q!,confidence left in E%; own deliverance - be weak
L . Lt =

and still - there seemed no way out.

great purpose with his people - pressure - tensians — that might be

brought to an end of gelfscenfidence.

No longeg trust ourselves g;g:hx(hd who raiseth the dead.

Everyone 1s brought into the scope of this ministry so tender, delicate, Holy

Spirit's life to another life.



