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"BLUNDERS OF ELI"
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I Samuel 4:18

He fell £ ff backwards, by the side of the gate, and

*  his neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy.

The(stoii served as a good background for R, A. Focus Week - the time

when we think about boys. We think aboutd?ﬁ%ﬁi} rearing bo;s in a proper way,.

Perhaps most of you today belong to the company of the committes. cﬁgalixgﬁin

a igsx*ziet-moving age. There doesn't seem to be hours enough in the day to
| =

accomplish what we want to get done. We are active, on the go, and caught up

with the hustle and bustle of living. Perhaps, that is as it should be.
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Buwas a man too busy. Yet there comes a time in our lives, situations
= i

q:gﬂp_%P, upon us. And most of these situations render us unproduq£§Ve. And

spiritually powerless., By the time the smnke_is_cleafgd away, we realize what
has happened. Our families are in trogble. Important relationships have suffered.

And our service for Christ lacks the breath of the Spirit of God.

(5;;:;;;;;EEEE§} parallels that of Eli, the pfigst. And judge of Israel for

40-years. The period in which he lived was chaotic one., The covenant Eeopig had
become s%?ves. While they were in captivity. They were never responsible for
their own affairs. Many decisions had to be made for them. And they never were
really a strong people. One day, they were destined to become a great nation.

And among the twelye tribes, there was a great deal of jgg;nusy./[Emngﬁﬁman did that

which was right in his own exgsy
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i itical time
for this cr L

0ld man, a man that

And that was the

It was then the will of God to give them (udge

d\ l£7 in history. And preceeding

)

was too busy., lle was ocgupied with many things of the world.
s
flaw in his llfe. Eli, I would say, was @a realWan. But he was a good man.

But he let his @i@ﬂggyj//éophty/and Phinehas / do as they pleased.

Through their over-indulgence they went on to ruin. And the blind judge,

————

—’/Tii:géz:iz#;DIn which his two sons were at the front. And someone is -coming - with
-n—_-—;’

tidi from the battle. They put this in the language that he can understand.

,« t\ 98 years old, is seated at the gate, lle is waiting for the news of an important
!

I th nk he puts‘hls h1nd hlS ear and he listens, What meaneth the noise

oféfhls ‘tumult, And \kc ted messenger ‘all-out of breath, said to him - our
arny is defe d. The sacred arEfyas been cgp_ure&la;;;;TEBHE“are(aggszp the

5 —
fleld. No wonder the father fainted and died. The domestic tragedy in which these

two sons were helped to shape - had finished the last act, He from off of

his seat, backwards, his neck brakes, and he died. He was an old man and heavy.
” =

Eli had made an(%wful ﬁista%é in regard to his cﬁgldren. The Bible distinctly
says his sons made themselves vile, restrained them nof, and did yYou know there

are 10,000 mistakes in rearing children, Mistakes of par ts, mistakes of the

~
-~

teachers in the public_gchools, mistakes in the Sunday School Classes, there are
mistakes which we make, ////s

tWo young men failed ip life. Simply because of the blunders of Eii
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Let me say one other thing to you by way of/}ﬁéroductio ;pday - that this

J//éGuntiy/is going to be conquored b

army as that of Xerxes, or Altypder the Great, or General Grant, or Robgrt E. Lee.
/}9 RSF )’

You put all of them together and you would have numbers. They will capture all of

And you might describe that

our storehouses, all of ourpggtories, all of the halls of‘fiégislation, all of our
4iealthy, all of our ﬁﬁlpits, all of our homes. They will take all the authority

for the United States’”ﬁi’esidency, on down to the )ﬁﬁmblest Constable. Everything

between the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Oeean.

Another thing, let me tell you - they are on the g:g.zc’h__;igh.l;qgw. And they

areq_o‘t/halting day or niEht -- they will soon be there. This present population

is very active in this country. And surrender will be given away,

Q&want v o l\nog what tha._’7 it is the army ofAuldren today\

/Boys and g1rle Whether they shall take possessmn of everything for good or for

bad, depends a great deal on the style of preparation they pass through.

acknowledges he kept in his desk a collection o for books

which he could attach at any time, to anything he wanted, to publish for himself

or others.

All gargﬂ and teachers have all @ acg¢ of every ym

under their charge. And not only the preface, but the closing remarks of the

book. Whether the volume be a poem, families and schools in our busy day, are
. ~~



engaged in /d/is o/a child., What is the

W/ what is tho 4

best mode.

Now before this question ever leaves and goes into insignificance, the

matter of taking over will be an event.

If a parent, you will remember, when you were aroused to great responsibilities.

And when you found that you had not done all required, You remember the day you

admiredthose tiny hands. Glossy hair, and bright eyes that lay in the cradle.
C:::;;;;;) & Y e -—{Eh
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You suddenly remembered that thaq:hand%yould yet be raised to blg%57the world,

With its benediction - or %Ei%%;;l with a curse.

I hope today that we can uncover something of the destiny of your child. About

which you may have no special appreciation. Ile is of immortal nature.

I. SIN REPROACHES HIS HOME

I think you will notice here in- and verse_@ and verse

02: [}_,) It says something about the sin of these boys being very great. V. 24 - it says

that the old man(;;g said to his boys, we have fiot Yreceived a/ﬁood repqzﬂ about
T 4

you. And if you were reading a story book - you would expect the person who has

a Christian home, a Christian family, to live happily ever after. But the hard




Kissable

Every night when Harry arrives home from
work he’s met at the door by a woman who looks
like one of those scrub women on a TV floor clean-
ing ad. Her hair looks like it was combed with an
eggbeater; her ‘clothing is shabby; she looks like
something left over from World War IL. It's his
wife!

Yet, when the door swings open, she greets
him with open arms expectinga big hug and a kiss.
Sometimes he closes his eyes, ‘aims toward her
lips, and kisses her out of sheer duty. She’s as
kissable as the trunk of an elephant!
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truth is, that there are some phrases that help us understand Eli's home and the

problems that he faced. ESZ? - the text tells us that his ggns/gnew not the Lord.s
r—

The sons of Eli wefg/ﬁarthlesi/hen. They did not know the Lord, they had ng regard

for the Lord, there was no instruction in Eli's home.

Fs
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was a Circuit Judge. His responsibilities carried him_far and wide and
< e e

he traveled a great deal all over Dq:hgn{ to Gilgad, to sthei. In doing so, he

carried the Word of the Lord, to broken homes. He brought comfort to many, many
___————'—"7
people, le helped the bereaved - he sympathized with them, He prayed with

multitudes - he encouraged the sick and the weak.
e £ -

There are many people who can identify with Eli, In their work they do it
because God calls them. He calls them away from home. And Eli was not there when

his children needed him the mqst. He was too busy. Might have been busy with the

W

Many Christian mipiste: Iﬁ”wgﬁm,}and parents are too busy sometimes about

things - your iﬁ;gefgl your i/bs’ that the great responsibility to your children.

What kind of a father are you? What kind of a mother are you? What kind of

Lord's work. Ilis children did not kngy/Ehe Lord or did not have this instruction.

instruction do you give. Are you careful to gather your children about in prayer
and in instruction. Are you laying a foundation for these young people. One that
will sustain them in later years. Are you trusting in the promises of the word.
To train up the child in the way that he should go. So that when he is old, he

will not depart from it. Read the word of God to him, lay the foundation.

~ the pfophet with a dlsgghe.d_hﬂ}.t-, (a@om.she@the people to 1n5truct

ttﬁ/{lttle onegiwith the message. To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom
would he interpret the message. Just ean from milbﬁfthose just taken from the breast.

e

o

—
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Isa. 28:9. So there was first of all a sin, and this brought a reproach., That

was the first blunder.

II. LACK OF INSTRUCTION IN THIS HOME

I think this was another bi}i_n__gg.r. of E1i - that he did struty/his children.

In other words, there was no good émily govcrnmeﬁy/- which is all important. Now

you can be too lgnieﬁfj you can be too seyefe., There must be a medium. They say

that John Howard was merciful to the prisoners. But he was merciless in the treat-

ment of his children.

knew everythingzégy/how to train his family,
V/ -

¢) them read to him in four o i s. But

Severe and unaggsonable - he

he would not allow them to learn too mich about the langyage because he said that

one tongue was enough for a woman. And reading was ical. No wonder the

z/éﬂi;dxen~d£§ni§gg_h%p/i even though he sent them out to sell hi oks. And they
ent th b_____JL4gl

hoped for his death.

When Barbara was put to death by her father because he had changed his order,
and had three widows put in a room instead of two, this cruel parent was a type of
many who acted like Nero. The heart is sick really when you get into the family
sometime that pretends to be Christian. There is so much nggséééi)scouldin 3
hairpulli ear-boxing, thumping, fault-finding, teasing - until the children are

=

vgxed beyond their bounds. They just rebell and vow within themselves - some day

- 3 _V
if I live, Ijﬂ(%fi“g to retaliatg/fbr this.

4
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1 o1 i wonder
}% &In talking to amne day, a man said, I

i %g ilies in which they say
wrong, and if anything happens bgd, there are some familie

immediately - Ggg;gg,slid_g;at. le broke“the 13;;:}1, he left the ggl‘.g_g;en, he got

cut_on the banister. He left trash on the carpet, He is the scapegoat, And
g \__~_______77

anything that happens, the suspicion goes to this one. And he curses the day he
-

was born,

V/Lﬂz? ’ Let me ¢ this, a li;qu;ézggjwas walking with her mother one day
v

on the street. And heér child was saying to th_ngzgggs - You good for nothing
EePPG.Toxr nothin

little scamp. You come right into the house this minute, or I will beat you until
thﬁ_ﬁkiﬂ comes off, !

P W
Thf;zgfggﬁ brokg_in saying,(LizziB, I am surprised to hear You talk to anyone,

Oh, said the child, I was only“pla%ing. And he is my little boy., And I am

scolding himme this morning.’/ Children are out to _bof their

Parents,

Did you know they echo €xactly what you—do, i i

urueod
would be unkind if phe did not take a firm hand when operating on a ﬁaltq;iﬁéré;rt of

your body. The pParent is no less affectionate beca

use of firm discipline to cut off

evil inclinatiops, Y son while there is hope - and jet not

his soul spare for his Crying. Childish rage unchecked wil] after awhile become

a hurricane.

i i ing essness, If you would ruin
From childish rebellion, we find d¢ve{92£52—lﬂﬂ%———ﬂ€;—* ; .,
l /L ) ol DY JD D)) D0 XC I,
she child, before yvou 270 2900 2 . f,ﬂ "

pOn Mo TS ETE

10§ ]I ]| b o )(f Sgﬂm ruin
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down the street with a cigar in his mouth, hanging out on the corner, and grow up

without ever learning the great beauty of obedience and submission, Eli's two

boys remember that they lacked this instruction.

wklwfﬂ Worwrnatd )

o 2P

\At;d mm\_ 468%\1,/#
ouly I

?-n

I1I. HE DEPENDED ON THEQRY

I think maybe this was something in Eli's situation - he was blind and timid.
——— —————'—7

And he just worked everything by theq;x maybe, If a person is too miserly or too

wasteful, and now themh lants corn wheat turnips, and cabbage. And then
0 Planis . corm, —=2

he collects them - and he puts them in the same bopger and grinds them up into some

kind of a meal. Well, you would say h i 1. Did you know(iégggzg_are ju§§

ag_chargeable when they do not attempt to discipline, their children in the same

manner. It needs a skillful hand. It needs a check and a balance. Now God gives

a disposition to each child. And he gives a hint on how he ought to be trained -

training at best,

down that a child is {duim

W) or that he may now be brilliant,
Oor not as bright as the pei . ild. Some of the brightest men and women in the

past century were called stugid

But he became a genius and they called hlm the angel of the school - the eagle of

nas) was called in school - th 0X.

B;i;;an. Kindness, pq}lgnce, most Christ-like virtues.

5;»;gw issed a little child on the pulpit stairs, and turned Mathias

ngg%7from a ngigfii_iito a evangel

A theory may be one-sided in its development. Because a child needs physical
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&In talking to awne day, a man said, I wonder what makes that tree
out there so ‘ The ;h,ild-’replied, I suppose that it was trod on while it
' ~ e : P b bl
w‘g’_mnngﬁ.' Well, 1nthat is about r:.ght.' If anything is done
wrong, and if anything happens E;d, there are some families in which they say

immediately - GWt. He brokemthe lig;':h, he left the g%en, he got

cut_on the banister. He left trash on the carpet. He is the scapegoat. And
— 7

——

anything that happens, the suspicion goes to this one. And he curses the day he
r/

was born.

Let me

¢ this, a lwas walking with her mother one day
i

on the street. And her child was saying to hm’_‘l_—am? - you good for nothing

little scamp. You come right into the house this minute, or I will beat you until

the skin comes off.

Thirr:):;’lwug broke in saying,, I am_surprised to 11113731' you talk to anyone.

Oh, said the child, I was only plax.ing. And he is my little boy. And I am

scolding him@you (did)me this mornigg.l/ Children are out to }_J_of their

parents. Did you know they echo exactly what yen—'d’ﬁ'.’/-['.éck of instruction. ;urrec;ﬁ‘
= /-' _K;&i’)
would be unkind if he did not take a firm hand when operating on a faltering part of

your body. The parent is no less affectionate because of firm discipline to cut off
evil inclinations. The Bible says chasen thy son while there is hope - and let not
his soul spare for his crying. Childish rage unchecked will after awhile become

a hurricane.

From childish rebellion, we find developing lgmlessg,ess, If you would ruin

the child, before you are aware of it - that boy of six years old. le will be going
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and moral, and we need to be faithful and intellectual.
T
m - afe Wt w P r ﬁ
" . ‘; - - " "mo_
early life, he was -,‘-@ spelle and he spelled l}at hatt.

And a ream of paper--rheam. But the thing aboutfl/li@’di_g,;_hQ_kWI
e e e

ig'dependeﬁ'ce ,Jof this country from foreigm oppression.
g C £ {
\/d"'f":?zk"\“‘ By Hocde did ¥ @YéM ?m-ﬂ-—{f, %&0 '
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i Chuiadidlill o Shas St

¥ IV, LACK OF INFLUENCE! o MoV
-
»" 1 think fro suggests that there was no influence, No
-2 - ,
;,L’ j__?-’ was very old and he that Z of \his sons were doing to Israel. How that
v
they lday with the womag who serve at the dgorway of the temt of meeting. And he

said to them - why do you do such things. The evil things that I hear from all of
the people, no my sons, for the rgp_o_r_t__i_s_nnx_gaytﬁhich I hear the Lord's people
circulating. @one man s@Mr -will mediate for hi;n. @g
man_sins against the Lozd, @h can intercede for him.; But they would not listen

to the voice of their father. And the Lord said, they shall be put to death.

as far as we know, was busy with his work. He was a man to go and under go

- and just too busy to influence his sog;. But he was too lagée',' For you will notice

that he spoke against it. But he did not act against it. He showed that he knew
of it - but he didn't act against it. lle knew it was very wicked indeed, but he
contented himself with words which were of no avail, at this stage of his sons

development.
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It is true, as an o,]_d_man__new, he was. And there wasn't much
5

vigor of action that Eli could take at this pbint.

You see, thejid beganiofifibe fore Fli bec and decreped, It was

his fault that he dﬁﬂﬂﬁiiligflgggggjfnd chastise his sons with the rod when he

could have shaped them and influenced them, and instructed them.

jnmtixe gitenot the templle becoming the entrance ,.M it

became the entrance w
sl

must have known that@agtions against Aaron' in the

wilderness., How could he forget. God smoked them, for offering strange fires

Yet [li's sons were practicing open, daring wickedness, under the very shadow of

"‘kgﬁ the tabernacle. @id not take the necessary steps to stop % t. ThaYS,
;£>// {/-:Eigg);/{e restrained them nq}(/ Shilol’ was in the midst of a long period of internal

and moral decay. And Eli's sons, Hophni and Phj s were products of their time.
e

But that is not true according to God's verdict. For the Lord put the blame squarely

on Eli's shoulders. I Sam. 2:29. There Eli is accused of honoring his sons above

his God.

Your children and mine today, live in an age of unrest that is unusual - and
a day of delinquency. A tjsln_e__of temptation., B;ug—problems, alcholism, immorality

at a high rate, reverence to God declining, in all areas.

It is an age in which an atmosphere like this puts a big burden on the parentss
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We excuse the bahavior of the children by saying - they are just products of their
time. But regardless of the era in which we live, whenever we honor our children

above God, we will have to face the same kind of perils that Eli faced.

Then Eli waMyﬁMn. He had absolutely no influence over

them. What a sad situation.

The mocking, th@Momg people who are/{ard-heade)i/ and who are

errogant are headed straight for trouble, Because in many instances, they have
v

not influenced them earlier,

Oh yes, I know, @"re conga_g%d about our business. We are concerned about
PL;E;,Afy that's important. Boy Scouts are important. Exﬁzg,}eb§'hre important.

?23£’natthes are important. Bgflingfiﬁﬁéues are very important.

All of these things are very important and worthwhile. But when you sit down

at the éi;;é of a day and evaluate 1:E§£>much time have you given/ to you ildren
Y ——7 Y @ b I'Chlv :

to your young people. Iow much have you influenced their lives. You discover,

that you've done a great injustice to them and to yourself.

You see, taking time to play with the youngster, entering into the secrets of
youth, when you get too busy to romp and run - and to listen to their imagination
and their stories, you will have trouble like the little daughter who pressed her

nose against the window and waved good-bye, to her Daddy.
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She said, sometimes I feel as though I don't have a Daddy.

Well, do you have a moment. No son, I've got to do this, or do the other.
And I need this fixed - no, I haven't got time. What kind of influence are you

- how well do you influence your children. Is that your situation.

Now children are going to grow up to be just like you. ﬂlqre igl

And they : \ing night and day.
There are little ears that quickly
Take in every word you say,

; To do everyt ing you do.
1 And a little boy is dreaming
" Of the day he'll be like you.

§ - of the wise.
In his little mind, about you
No suspicions ever rise.

S ——

H li i

1 Holds that all you say and do,
He will say and do in jour way
When he's ﬁrown to be‘ like you.

!
W
1 4

Who believes you're always right.
And her ears are always open,
And she watches day and night.

__ You are setting an example
Every day in all you do,

/ For the little boy or girl waiting
To grow up just like you.

173
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Where are the strong and the powerful influences for truth, justice, and

righteousness. There are too many like Eli and too few like Jesus.

The only way that I know how to influence our young people is through

fefil{_ﬂifﬂﬁiﬂn?fand Pe?ifﬁil,éﬁéis%;i°“5s and IQZEEE,EEEEQE%%De' And E1i had his

troubles no doubt. The root of his trouble was in his own heart. They made me

a keeper of the vineyards - but my own vineyards 1 have not kept.. This seems true
of Cli. There were two things that were bad about his work. First, he had a closed
haven in his life. And in the Bible it says, 3:1 - the Word precious - the word

of God was scarce. But there was nmo open vision. The message to the nation

communicating God's will, was not there as it had been in Moses day.

gé;;:kirely ot a message from Goﬁ/and Eli was unfaithful that there waizgpf—"’
/ /
:ig;on: g

Now ==

V. LACK OF DEEP FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.

I think this is the last thing that we will comment on - on the blunders made
by Eli. It was that he was just out of fellowship with God, and he did not put

the emphasis upon the immortal .destiny. Andyou are out of fellowship with

God - the Heavens become aﬁ/g;;;E:) And God's power wants to fill us a fresh with

_—

lioly Spirit. But here was a man that really did not bless anyone. There was not real




power there. Like Samsen - he was not aware of it. Eli had a clumsey hand -

he meant well but he was blundering. (ﬁ;@ many times are we like Eli. How many

times do we misjudge others., How many times do we throw our weight around. How

many times do we class other people as liberal or orthodox. And then we look

deeper behind the exterior and we see the real need.

Let's look at the final truth about Eli. Here - he did have love for
Samuel. 3:20. Samuel was very popular - and yet Eli loved him. Eli may not

have had any time to pray, but Eli could have been.something. And Samuel's

i :
message condemns Eli. The I@- aid to bghold I am about to do a thing

in Israel, in which everyone'§ ears who hear it will tingle., In that day, I will

carry it out against Eli and against his house, V. 11-13, 18.

IIethe arely withou And Eli realized that God's

hand was upon Samuel, even though he had been busy.

— : i {
( I J;;;‘I?B?- If we confess our s%gg, he is faithful and just to forgive us

N4
our sin, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Here is a great cleansing, a

great forgiveness, and a great restorer. For Eli, for you, and for all,

Now it could have been that you have sons and daughters who have left home

and they are happily married. But you have others who are just beginning. You may
have some children that are small. And maybe teen-ageg;. It doesn't help much
for you to say - I am glad my children are all grown, and they are out on their

own. Or to say, I would hate to rear children today in this messed up world. That




doesn't help. @Mﬁkp—r i B

¢
: Fy £
o ;22 P
¢ [—m-éaxl ! 7
Rather, every day we need to know - every day we g to pray earnestly

for those who have younger children. You see, it is not really important whether
my child grows up to be rich and famous. But it really is important that he grows

up to be righteous and faithful.

‘ is recorded in I Sam. 4:14-19. le wrote his own as the
o S S

ard and layed him to rest. And on his tombstone

men carried him out in the grave

he might have said - here lies Eli ﬁie‘syand/j/udg/e/ of Israel for /{&-:-year/s(
And perhaps, we could add to it. A caption that Alan Redpath, at Moody Church one

time had over his office door)@ the barrenness of a busy life

you been too bus; with the legitimate things to practice the presence

of God. Could it be said that you have not prayed. God forbid that I should
sin against the love in ceasing to pray for you. Perhaps your children are married

and have moved away from your home. But there is a sense of guilt, They don't

2l A yo__u;,ﬁhyt, or your church, And there 1s

a great tug of war at the center of your heart. And you feel some guilt there.

I'm sure today,f you have done your bgst - the best you could. You
P

tried to rear your children or young people alone. Some have, without the help

of a father or a husband, Or without even their presence in the home. You are in

a situation like that. But you can, and we can, talk to God about your children.
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i pears child's life degides whether or

/
notfhe will be false, a hyEEE;ite; or ?ngient, hgggst, and Christian, I think

—e—

think often the £ st

/ s Vst

as a general rule sometimes that'ﬁrunkards die drgpkards, th%ﬁyes die thieves,
and I think it is a false thing that people say - you ought to sow wild oats,.

When they are‘?ﬁuﬁg. They need to sow wheat.

red Cookman was converted a _years/of age in Carlyle, Pa.
During the process of a Me%hgﬂi;;hgggging. In the church, while others were kneeling
- - 2 lf.
at the fogt of the altar, this boy knelt in the corner of the church all by himse
And he said, (precious Saviour, Thou art saving others, oh wilt Thou save ms;) A
Presbyterian elder knelt beside him, and led him into the light. And Cookman became
"‘-_....______'____——. g

a great power for God. Ille was ceggerted early,

There are otheré;;gngtﬂu>say, they(agggzbnot to be converted very early,
S

But I can hear this young man's testimony, at age 10, even tgﬁgx_iu_ﬂgay%;. He

would say - God brought me into his ministry. \Isaac Watts¥ the great Christian
f o
poet was converted at 9, (Robert Hall! the great Baptist evangelist, at 12.

onathan ﬁdwards_ he great preacher, at age 7. Oh, for one generation of holy

men and women shall be the text. athers and mother » You are under God to
e e ﬂ_________

i ]

degide whe our family goes forth as counterfeiters, blasphemers, drunkards,

because you may not have a family altar. They may be refggmers, teachers,

ministers, comforters of the trouble, heelers of the sick, actors of the law.

Charitable institutions.

You cannot §¥é§§135 parents your responsibility. Now we teach our children

by what i i
v We are in their presence. Some of our thoughts, which we consider small and
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insignificant., If we do not put an end to them - they will be copied in a large

scale in the lives of our children. They will be exaggerated.

= The(ii;ggzih;ng of importapce in the education of your children, is to(make

///;our57}ff/£y the EEEEE\gf_ggd - g/f;t exampl?/ Make for them,ﬁ/éogyz H

Frgpfyour side, that son or daughter - bone of you:)%gpe, hgizgqaﬁ your

heart. They shall go forth to an eternal destiny. What will be your joy if at

last you hear tﬂgiz_fggg_jn the same golden highway, and hear their voices in

the same wonderful sggg,ﬂf_xeggmption.

Wle would challenge on this day that every parent, consider th lunders of

Eli. Children learn more of religion by what they observe in parents than by any
other means. The life they see lived - is their daily book of lessons, If it is
selfish, worldly, the child will despise all religion, And if he sees the
insincerity in the professions of a parent, real character will come, a clear view

of Christ will be realized.

— Let met aYdying mothe; who had all of her children about her.

She took each one by the hand. And asked them to meet her in lleaven. With her

tears and sobs - those who stood by knew that she was good, (ﬁﬁ;ﬁ all promised -
/6hy/there was a young man, 19, who had been wild and re%ﬁ}ess, hard and proud.

o 3 ==
And when she took him by the hand she said, now, my boy - I want you t%7promise me

before I die, that you will hecnme_a_ﬂhnise;an and m@g}_mg_in_%gaven. The young

man made no answer. It was so mggh_fgr him to give up if he made and kept such a

promise,



=1Bs

<;?Q§ut the aged mother per51ste% in saying, you won't deny me - that before I
20, wwu? ’@r\e now, that you will serve

God and meet me in the land where th ing. Quaking with emotion, making
Fd
up his mind, hesitating, and/at 1 h15 stubbo ed, he threw his arms

around his mother's neck and sa1d yes motthI will, I w11yl\71th the last word

of his promlse - her spirit ascended.

I thank Go% that the young mar kept/his promise. May God give all mothers and

fathers the gladness of their children's salvation.

For all who are trying to do their duty as parents, train up the child in the

o O st
way that he should go, and when he is old - he will not depart from it. If through
good discipline and prayer and Godly example, you are acting upon that - you have a

right to expect the child to grow up virtuous.

And how ou will shed when you see your child, just truthful,

Christian, and successful. A holy man in the midst of a world of dishonesty. A Godly

woman in a world of glamour. ou come_to die, they will gather to bless vou

at that last hour. They will push back your logks on that cold forehead and say --
" —— =

@a good fatllg was always to me./ They will fold your hands peacefully and

say, dear mother:/éhe is gone/- her troi are over. Doesn't she look beautiful.i/
bl . e c

Nowhe blunders o@— and the lessons we have gained this
morning éoulg not yvou like to have.at the center of 1if
: e € r of your :L\ve, your hgye, and

would you not today say '"yes" I am going to be concerned about the things that I

ought to be concerned about. Will you not now make your decision to become the



*9q 03 nod dSABY PINOM PoY 3B Ienp;n;puy\l‘_}

_G[_



