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de ur~ ot here todsy “o comnorate the centenniel of & great momont s
Americsn Hiet~iy. A momeni <rien General Kebert E. Lee. in this plees, svrreniered
the ;rn- of Hurthern Virginia €o General U.S. Grant. That was the final act in
an w.{ycgeitaole story. Tre story of the American Civil Wer, in vwhich the people
of our countrv struggled with each other for four years at immessurable costs to
work out the tasis upon whiclh they would go forward together to greatness. The
rost of that wer has been paid in full. As ve 100K beck +o that dramatic scene in
the McLean Hovsz, a century 2go0, we are no longer torn by tue fierce emotions that
possessed the men and women of that generation. At the same time we ere compelled
to realize that when we do lock back we are looking at a profound tragic event.
What happened here was the clesing scene in an enormous drama wherein men and
women were compelled to contend with a force greater than themselves. As Abraham
Lincoln said: "Neither party in that war had looked for a struggle so long and so
costly or for a result so fundamental and astounding.” During those war years the
American people had been to grips with fate itself serving an end larger than they

could understand. Such a struggle is the essence of tragedy. Yet, we need to
remember one saving fact: The final note of a great tragedy is not & note of

denial or dispair. No men arises from Hemlet feeling thst the answer to the

drams he has seen is one of frustration or futility. On the contrary, it is
precisely from the greatest tradegies tha* we get our most significant and
uplifting experiences. For glthouch tragedy does sbow man an ending against

fzte, fighting e battle that perheops he must lose:; It also shows that he hes
something unconquersble and magnificent withiu himself. And it is that megnificence
of the human spirit, that it is the urcor~i:cratle something ir man that finally
metters, which at last stays with us. There is a spirit in man that triumphs

even in the hour of disaster. OGrim and tarritle as the story of our civil war

is, we at least know that great men were involved in it.




Creat men, whose liviog example, is pert cf our heritage today. Two of the
greatest of these ars, of course, werc Ribeit E. Lee and U.S. Grant. And on this
centenrial ariaversery it i- sorth our while %o spend a roaent considering wart
they di2 her., The scene at Appomettox Couwrt House is ~n2 of the grea® oame we
in ths 2er «2a story. Quite wroperly, it was underplayed. Nobody tried to stiike
an attitade & “nbone switabie words for history. And the two principies, Cront
and Isc, behowed with guiet digrily and a deep sense of respunéébility. Their
mecting was proof shat these lezders of rivel armies would henceforth have a
comnmon commtrye 4nd on April 9th, they served that country well. Their armies,
of course, hod had their final confrontation that morni.:. Iece was fleeing from
the seige lines of Petersburg trying despersatcly to reach scme scfe spot where his
army could get supnlies, regroup, and go on with the fighte Grant's army had
cvertaken it and put trocps in fruot of it. And on the morning of April 9, the
army of Noarthern Virgiria was at bay, drown up in the open fields not far from
here, It wes surrounded, it was exhausted, it wos badly outnumbered. Now the
Federal army was rcady to drive on a shattaring charge that could end in only one
waye The troops were in line, ready; just beginning to move, when suddenly, out
of the Confederate lines came a young officer on hiorseback bearing a staff with a
white fi=g galloping toward the Yankce lices Iovement wis frozen, the guns
stopped firing, the officer was taken off to headquarters, and then the war was
over, There wes no charge; no killing., There wos a truce and all that remained
was thet mecting between Lee and Cramt. So Grant and Lee met in the parlor of the
Mclezan Housee The courtly southerner of aristocrotic lineage, gray and knightly
in his best uniform, presentation sword bolted at his waist; and the middle-
westerner whose father was 2 tanncr whe never managed o look like anything but
ne run-of-the-will scldier, wearing a mud splashcd uniform and no sword at all.
lec was accompaincd by a military aide; Crart admitted several of his generals te
the room, but all of these people were herc chiefly as spectators. Essentially,
the only actors present wer: Orant and Lee. This was undoubtedly the hardest

moment of Leels life,
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Grard iried to srooth the way moking smell tall; lee, imzelf, had to val “he
meching S0 order, so-to=-speak, by remarking that they koew what they were there

for an? ther had battor cet nom %o ite So Crart seribal =1 out the tevrs n rencil
ghiie Iea ma.tad. Fintshing the job, Grens handed his cxlzrly book ovie %o =naral
Les. ALz ic: g, he discomreéd this was nob grim old *unsondition:i surceriex’
vho ha? bren wriiting, Tee's arry was to be surrendered but it wos rot to be

wcnd off w0 « morthern prison ¢emp. It was not to be hurilisted. Iien could
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la7 ¢own their sxas3; tuwrning over flags 2nd weapons and govermmert property; then

they would be free to go to their homes. With 2 saving clause that protected
them ard 211 like them, from any post wer reprisals. Onc .2ese soldiers got home,
said Crant's document, they ware not to be disturbed by the United States
authorities so long as they cbserved their paroles and lawz in force where they
resides 7ith Crant's waiting signature under this document, Confederatc soldiers
who had fouzht sc hard, could nct be hanged, irprisoned, or otherwise prosecuted
as traitors. The vengence a victorious government might wish to inflict after
four years of civil strife was ruled out forever. ILee raised one pointe In the
confederate service, calvery horses and some artillery horses were not government
jssue, They were owned by the men themselves. The written terms stated that the
horses had to be given up. Could not thesc terms be softened? Crant remarked
th~t he had not known that the soldiers had owncd their own horses and he didn't
think he could change the written terms. However he said that most of the
soldiers that werc being surrendered were small formers. They would need horses
if they wers going to put in a crop and make a living. So he would instruct the
of “icars in charge of receiving captured property to give a horsc or a mule to
env soldier who claired to own it. In that way, he soid, the men could work their

1f4tle farms once they got back to it. Lee said thet this would have a very
good effect, and on this only note the cerimony ended. Lee left the room, mounted

his horse, reccived a salute from tie fedoral olficers who stood waiting, and

rode off into legend.
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Crait wors off o his cwn lines, argeily stopping the Piring of hubUemy 1.y

that hac atst begun, remirding his soldiers that the re .. ware now thcir farlow
cou—bemen asmi. and savw o I that wagorlonds of Baecon 2% hardbacl w1 527%
theeps T8 in & B0 the co.clerate comp. ToF Sig SUrTE. A scene was il
fam 23 L 3 ¢ Ise eculd d. termine it, the aation cou’d vegin healing v.e
dneadfnl rous: ke wer bad lefs. That is the note this scene at Ap omuttor leaves
+i°F ms: $hs attempt to hex? “he wounds. I would like to remind you tlat one

essersial part of whis healirg is something General lee did before he got to
Appraatiaxe After he hed mace up his mird to meet Cenerzl Crant, Cererzl Lee
quirtly spoke a few words that were fully as important <. hc fuburc of the
count=y as the surrender cerimony itself. To him, as he prepared to go sce
Gencral Grant, come a trusted lieutennant who urged him pot to surrcnder, but to
simply to tell his army to disperse; each man taking to the hills with his rifle.
Let the Yankee's handlc gurillia werfare for awhile and seec what they could make
of thate Iee replied he would do nothing of the kind, It would create a state
of thirgs in the south, he said, from which it would take years to recover.
Federal ealvery would hurry the length and bredth of the land. He himself was
$00 old to go bushwacking. Even if the army did break up into die=hard band of
jrreconsilables, he said, the only course for me to take would be to surrender
myself to General Grant. This was the last anyone heard about taking to the
h'1ls, The officer who suggested the course vrote that 'Lee showed him a
sitvation "a plene which I have not risen. And when he finished speaking I had
not a word to say." Now the unquenchable gurillia warfare this officer had been
hi-%ing at was perhaps the one thing that would have ruined America forever. It
was precisely wrat Federal soldiers likc Grant dread most. A long slow burning,
fa~.oms uprising, that goes on and ou after form:l armies have been broken upe
With desperate men using violence to prol > more violence, Harassing the victor
and their own pcople with the solomen fury, that thc dragoons can never guite

put down,




, Ciovoubep 7,193, Jefferson Davis strongly hinted at this kind of wurfars, .24
2 t0ld 0= Corfecderate Congress that "there are no vit:” -wints on Lre

PresE R aeh Che (Contederacy depenis. Thers is r > milibary siai st ©

T8 SRS oen Baveny) 10 1t's desteicics . Nob 12 231 of Richmond
WaLaws Swoat, o Sovarnal, 1.0 Woulle, nor 2 long line can save the saen, oo The |

eongtar’ -4 ~unausting drain of blood and drugory which must coatinme tnell
s other 2diccorcr that no ~ace is attainable unless based on recczrition of

oy ‘ninvisire vighis.” Waat Mre. Davis was talking about was obviously an

evoeruion of *he revolution . . Confederacy that refused to make, A Coafaderacy
that ahandcned jus cit.cs and relied no lenger on fixed 28 would survive, if

it swrvived at 2ll, by gurillia warfare; counting military coup in terms of
crossronds, arbashes, and the shooting of traitorse Living in the desperate hope
that the victors would eventu2lly be poisoned by hatred and terrore The Civil War
might vervaell ended that way because civil wars often do end sce But because
of Lee's decision in the last stage on the road to Appcmattox, this war did not
have that kind of an ending. The comgquered south did not become another Ireland
or another Pcland with generation after generation learning hatred and the arts

of back-alley warfare., General lee ruled it out. Not only because he was CGeneral

Lee, but because he kad never seen this war as that kind of a2 struggle. He

vnderstood the cause ke served with complete clarity. The south had meant neither
revolution nor rebellion. It simply desired to detatch itself, preserving its
charished principles and living in a2 chosen part of an unchanging past. And

Mr. Davis had defined it perfectly earlier when he szid "all we want is to be

le™ alone," Worn out by that desire, the Confederacy had endured four ycars of

war. And it broke up at last as this potential that inspired the human spirit

Pl becomz exhausteds To go on fighting from the woods, in the lanes, and in the
gwunps, might impede and plague the Yanki:es and infect a deen wound beyoni
healing; bul the one thing on earth it would not have done was to give the south

2 chance to be left alone with what it wantcd. S50 Lee met with Grant and czreed

to surrender the men who had followed him so long and so magnificently.
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w.~e tr, ., mmbly to adjust themselvas to '3 tLlow ¢ .1 failen, #Ffter
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tiine gema. ufber fowr avs of arlacus serviee, rarked by nastcpasred
gi e st £ tude, the Avmy of Her'arn Virginis bss been ccmpelled o yield

%5 ovrriirairiic aumbers and resources. I need not tell the survivors of =0

meny hard=fouri.s battles, who have remained steadfast *» = 1last, et T have
c.nsonted to this result from no distrust of themj but, feciing that velovr and
devotion could aceompiish nothing that could compensate for tie loss that would
have attended the continuation of the coniest, I have determined t.o avoid the
useless sacrifice of those wiose pest services have endesred them io their
countrymen., By the terms of the agreement, officers znd men can return to their
homes and remain there until exchenged. You will teke with you the satisfaction
that [;l'oceeds from the consciousness of duty faithfully performed; and I
sarnestly pray that a merciful God will extend Go you His blessing znd protection.
.4th an increasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your country,

=.4 2 grateful remembrance of your kind and generous consideration of myself,

I

bid you an afiectionste farewell." =~ K. E. Lee, General.

# .t was the end of it. Lee, himself, rcturned to Richmond. Grant started

hu-'c to Teshington; a dsy or so later, the Confederates formally paraded, gave

©h their arms snd their flags, receiving a salute from the waiting Federals;

#*ving a salute in return. Then the men who had been parolled broke ranks., The
_zv of Narthern Virginia went awsy from its last persde ground, Now it would

5> pasy to make too much of tre general air of reconiliation of that day, Lee's

soldiers were hard, psssionste fighters. They did not enjoy defeat, they were

not ready to start loveing their enemies with sentimantal fondness, and there

were wounds that would be a long time healing.
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fast tc Lh- J--%, the 20nzicarness of duty faithfully preformed, =1ide ‘u =sed
tiiey tac dure ua’d rror witl the years: but it would turn them iaks o s-mantic
arr s ef Jeccorl & not inte 7 solomn betaiion of dezth. FHere is hrw thatl legend
wrrk-de Fift-en years afler the surrendar, one of Lee's veterdns, a solaier
froa South Carrira, who had teen in the iorst of it 7 =ginning to end, szt
amm to vrite Lis memoirs, A little job of writing thet d.c aot get published
urtil meny yeers afier his desth. Looking back, this Confederate veteran seemed
to see something woarth everything it hed cost him., Something thet 2 man would
almost like to get back to if he could, He wrote, remember, as a man who hed
'been through the mill' and not as a 'starry syed recruit.! And this is how he
put it: "Who knows, but thst it may be given to us after tidis life, to meet
again in the old quarters, to play chess ard drafts, to get up soon tc answer
the morning roil call, to fall in at the tap of the drum to drill and dress
parade; And again to hastily don our war gear while the momeiduLus pabbus i Uee
long roll summons to battle. Who knows but that again the old f{lags, ragged
anl torn, snapping in the wind, may fece each other end flutter,persuing and
rcesuit; while the cries of victory fill the sum.ier day. And after the battle,
the: the slain and wounded will arise, And all will meet together under two
fi-gs, sound and well, And there will be tslking and laughter, cheers, and all
vi1]). say 'Did it not seem real? Yas it not as in the old days?' " The worst

¢. ~zrience on earth could be remembered that wey. With a still youthful veteran
¢ :aming abont foes meeting under two fl:-3 in one all embracing destiny. No
civil war in history ever ended quite 1like that., Instead of leaving an irdiges-
tible legacy of hatred and bitterness this one left z grea’t legend and a long

renembered one,
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Arpomattox, T have a memory that unites us; the meu-:
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weswroved fiasevel the coptval force of the wmassieln Cituar; ¥
that has belved vs 3l', The legend of a gr=zt 13z 3 v ~Ioad
" tleir upr ot for sousthing they believed in, s3rspied Co'es’
in *ryinz their broken hopes in a rcmantic stery wihici. heln:d
itself back togetner cga‘ne That is our abideing legacv from

. 2 breve men who fought

¢

pach other to the limit of endurance and then struck hands across a silent

Latilefield and asked "Is it not as in ths old days?" We have one couniry now,

Bought at a terrible price, Cemented everlestingly together, Because 2t the

end of our most fesarful war, the men who had fought so hard decided they had had

enough of hatred. Thank you.




