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Qe
g}x 1 AUST WAR CRIMES SEC (SEAC).

o

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

HEADQUARTERS
EIGHTH MILITARY DISTRICT
RABAUL. ’

In Reply P1 |
QOTE. lz?sr?/a:astiz/zl) a. 10

_ Copy to AHQ, with eopies of
documents listed below.

REF: Your memos 434 of 30 May 46 & 1411 of 16 Nov 46.
It is advised that Lt-Col TANAKA xtngoroi Staff Officer HQ 18

1.

2.

Army and Capt ARAKI Kankichi, CO 18 Spec

al Sea Service Coy,

both of whom are at present held in this Distriet, have been
intarrggatad and copies of their interrogations are forwarded
erewith.

The Ja

ese Army in RABAUL was also required to amswer the

following questions:

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)
(7)

Was there any unit serving in NEW GUINEA and known as
SAGAMOTO (or SAKAMOTO) (BUTAI) Company?

If so, what is the correct designation of the unit, and
in what places did it serve and between what dates?
Did the unit have charge of a group of Indian PW, and if
80, whay was the designation of that group?

Who were the Japanese Officers of that unit? _

Were the following Ja_anese (or any men of similar names)
members of that unit:-

Lt KHAMIA Capt SAGAMOTO
Cpl THUKADAR Cpl CKONO
Cpl JAIMA Pte HIAKAWA
Pte ESONO Cpl KHAMTANANT
Lt HUNDA Capt ESHOGA
©ol KAWAKAMI .

What are the present whereahouts of the Japanese officers
referred to in pzra 3tand of the Tavanese named in para 5?7

Are any members of SAKAMOTO (BUTAI) Company now in RABAUL? -

If so, details of AWC number (if any), rank, name, loeatio:
are required."

In reply, the following information was supplied:

"Information #bout Sagamoto (or Sakamoto) (Butai) Company:

1.

2.
3e

The abovementioned Bmpany and its officers and men, of
whieh information was required, had been under the command
of neither 8 Army Group nor 18 Army.
I supposge the company might have been in western New Guinea.
If so, it will be hetter to ask the following persons about
this subject:
GOC 2 Army Group Lt-Gen TESHIMA Fusajiro.
He was in Solon when the war ended and
now he is thought to have been transferred
to Tokyo or Singapore,
Chief Staff Officer 2 Army Group Lt-Gen NUMATA
Tekazc. He is in Singapore now,
SAKANOTO (BUTAI) Company had never been stationed in RABAUL.
£f1oamtogive similar names, I can name the following:

7



9,

1. -ﬁartnwmmmmmmh
2 (s) aﬁ (€C) units hsd mwhw Indian POw
Col H:RAMCTO t

of (B) repatristed in ¥ay 46 and Li-
mmwmwmmw%urgu.-

proc in this
- Advice would wu&m &8 to whether it is desired
that Li-Col TAN:RA and Capt ~RAKI . ' wi

</
(/7 »
P

AA & QMG HEADIUARTSRS BIGHTH MILUTARY DISTRICT.

21 Dee 46.
Enclosures to 1 AVCS 3E.Cs
Copy Imterrogetion of Lt-Col T WAKA Kaagoro,
Copy Interrogaticn of Capt ‘RAKI Kenkichi.
Enclosures to 3
Copy Etﬁmﬁfeby L/8k HATAM LX.
Copy Questionnaire to L/Nk HATAM AL,

Copy Interrogation of Lt-Col TANAKA Kengore.
Copy interrcgation of Capt ARAKI Kenkichi,
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Interrogation of Lt-Col TANAKA Kengoro, Staff Officer of
18 irmy Helie by Lt.J.W.Backhouse on 11 Emowsmh December 46
&b RABAUL

Qe Do you know which troops served in Dutch New Guinea?
Ae Units of 18 /Army and 2 Armye

3 Do you know of places called
MANKUWARL

VARYANGHI
IDOR ,
Ae I know only MANKUWARL though I have not been there.

s What units served there?

Ae MeQe2 Army end various other units. I do not know thelr
designations. I think H.y. 2 Army shifted to AMBON about
middle of 1944. :

Ge Were all the units changed over and sent to AMBON?
Ae I am not sure of what happened in the upper part of New Guinea,

Qe Are there any members of 2 irmy here in Rabaul?
I do not know of any.

Qs Who was in command of 2 Army?
As Lt~Gen TESHIMA ==-==7, i

Qe Did he have his Hel e at MANKUWARI? )
Yes, fram about September 1943 till about the middle of 1944.

What units were in Dutch New Guinea prior to 2 Army?
Units of 19 Army, the HeQ. were at AMBOINA.

Ae

Qe Where did 19 Army go when releived by 2 Army?

Ae He(s were at AMBOINA and the other units formed a defence )
group throughout the Islands North of FeseS=t=s= A QSTRALIA

Us Who was cammander of 19 Army? VAL
As I cannot remember.

Qs Do you know of a SAGAMOTO Unit?
A Noo

Qe Did you ever hear of Indian F.W. being at MANKUWARLY
Ae I @id not hear sbout any.

&

&

s« Are you sure you do not know the names of any units at
MANKUWARLY : _
As Apart from HQ 2 Army I think S5 Inf Division were there.

Qe Indian P.W. were under command of and attached to Spscial
Sea’ Service Coys, is that right?

Ae Yes, they were mainly attached to Special Sea Service Coys ~ '
and also Land Service Coys and were used on construction jobs.

Qe When the Indian P.W. parties were formed they all departed
from Singapore, is that sof

As Tes, @,fﬁ :ﬁ/ ﬁﬁ-

I, Sgt. DODDRIDGE,W.Ae. do hereby certify that the above statement
was made by Lt-Col TANAKA Kengoro in Japanese, and after it had
been writien down in English and read back to him in Japanese
before he signed it and the translation is a correet translation
of the witness' evidence. :

%Q)MM : MWSAMT v

-Interpreter,






R x Sa AW Kt Sebe n TAL S Sarvise

by Lt. J.%, BACKHOUSE on 1l Deoc 46 at

Whon were you in SINGAPORE?
April 43.

¥hat Piv, Corpe or Army was your Unit attached to?
I was attached to 18 Army in NEW CUINEA in the WEVAK area.

You had 564 Indian P.,¥W, attached to your Unit in SINCAPORE; now
under nghab circumstances were these Indians alliotted to your
command?

Orders came from Soubhorn Combined Forces M,0., SAICON, that
564 Indlans would be allotted te my Unit. I sent guards to
SRLITAR,about & Kilometres from SINGAPORE, to escort the Indlans
to SIOGAPORE where ay Unit was stationed,

At that time there were many Indian working parties allotted to
varicus Jopancse Unites--is that so?
Yoz, to Soa Servicc Coysiand Land Service Coys,

From whou was the order sent saying you would collect these P,
and thoy would be under your command?
Hele Southern Combincd Poroce, BAIGOH,

Can you remembor the person who originated the order?
?;2 nder in Chisf of this group, Field Harshall TERABCHI

ga you know anythinzg about Duteh NEW OUINEA?
Te

Do you kmow 2 Jopansne Aray?
Yos,

What Units formed 2 Army%
I do not know,

Do you know which Special Sea Sorvice Coy or Land Service Coy
;:ra with 2 Army?
L

Have you heard about No. 1 F.W, Group?

gg you know SAGAMOTO (BUTAI) Coy?
— e

Have you been to MANKUWARI?
I have heard of the name but I haven't becn thore.

In what connecction did you hear of it?
I have seon it cn the map,

§° you know what Units were stationed there?
De

!};m you heard of a place ealled ¢ VINDISH, VATYANCHT, IDOR?
0.

¥hat area did 2 Army occupy?
I do not lnow, the Units were throughout Dutch NEW GUINEA.




Do you know 19 Japancse Army?
I have heard of it.

Vhere did they serve?
I do not know,

mmmmwmumm«e

I take 1t these Speelal Sca Service Coys started from Mo 1; now
what number d4id they run to? :

1 to 30, That ineludes Sea Service Coys, land Service Coys and
Conetruction Coys.

Di¢ they all have Indians attached to then?

Yes, they aid.

?mmm 1 Spocial Sea Service Coy?

68,

Do you know the C,0, of 1 Speclal Sea Serviee Coy?
Capt YABE : e ?

here did Wo 1 “peeial Soa Zervice Coy serve?
HOLIANDIA, 2mfh Dutch NuW GUINEA, -

Do you know if 1 Speelsl Sea Service Coy servcd in FOILANDIA all
the time or did they move about?
I do not know, '

The Indian 7,¥, Groups were inown by the number of the Unis they
were altached to, is that correct?

No, ny party was known as 18 Speelal Sea Serviec Coy and the
indians were rart of it.

I;!g you know one of these Coys with a SACAMOTO in charge?

If there was a No 1 P,V, Group, would you take it that it was
attached to No 1 “pecial Sca Service Coy?
No, I think not,

What makes you think not?
Beeause they were part of the Unit they were attached to?

Youlidn't that strongly indieate that No 1 r.» Group was part of
Ho 1 “peelal Sea Service Coy? .. :
fo, I think 1t was a separate Unit,

I%anldn't Ho 1 Group be part of Mo 1 Specisl rea Serviee Coy?
Da ' .

“hat makes you think not?
A3l ans were treated as e'villans and were troated as part of
the Unit to which they were attached,

You say there was n- such thing as No 1, ete., .7, Croups?
That 15 80,
Then No -1 P,w, Group would be No 1 “peelal Sea sorviece Coy?

where is Cept YABE® %%m‘;lnu!g&
I know he was in HOLLANDIA, - '
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Qe V¥here was No 1 Special Sea Service Coy taken after the surrender?
A, I do not know,

Qe Do you know of a Service Coy with a SAGAMOTO in charge?
A, No, though I did not kmow all the Commanders.

:AKL Eenkichi

SasssEscnnssessscssssenns

@ N m
“ . %% ='a .chc.--ino‘;- THIESS
v CHIME

S SECTION, HQ 8 MD,

I, 9gb W.A, DODDRIDGE interpreter of HG 8 KD, hercby certify that
the above statement was made by Capt ARAKI Kankichli in Japanese

and that after same had becn taken down in writing waes read back

to the witness in his own language before he signed it and that the

transiations arc true and correct.
wﬂ%%wtg&
DITERPITTER.
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NeestS. 157/24

JAPAVESE LECAL SECTION

Information is reguired on the following mettersi-

(1) Was there awy unit serving in NEW GUINEA and known
as SAGAMOTO (or SAKAMOTQ) (BUTAI) Company,

(2) If so what is the correct designatlion of the unit ,
and in what places did it serve and between what dates.

(3) Did the unit have charge of a proup of Indian PW and
if so what was ti e designaticn of thas group?

(4} Who were the Japansese officers of that unite

(5) Were ti® following Japanese ( or any men of similar names)
menmbars of that uniti=-

LT  EKHAMIA CAPT  SAGAMOTO
CFL  THUKADAR CFL OEKONE

CPL  JAIMA PTE H;LWA

PTE ESONO CPL EKHANMIANANI
LT  HUNDA CAPT  ESHOGA

CPL  KAWAEAMI

(8) What sre the present wheresbouts of the Japanese officers
mfaraed to In para 5 #8=% =nd of the Japaneas named In
para

(7) Are any members of SAKAMOTO (EUTAI) Company now in
RABAULY? If so details of AWC muxiber (if any) rank,
name, location are required,

Gkt

BFaEE " gV aTEE s EE w.,--.ﬂﬂpt

A" Branch HQ 8tY/ Milits»y Dijtrict
Dec 46,






ol il ; EUSPRALTAN NIRITARY TORCEE
Ref Ho. fﬁf,ﬁ = 1 Aust lay Cpities Sec [SHAD)

16 ligvenber 1946

J o0 . R g
B liilitary Diastrict
Habaul.

Subject: Naltrestient resgrt of WMo 20521 L/Cpl HATAM ATT
8X DWW Trol 45 M. PKe GOV .

Ref your 4696 of 2 Jul, 48,

34 Please find appended hereto, original asad cony of
affigavit from the sbovenamed soldiler,

.-.'....-'_i---‘-..----tillLtr Bﬂl-

0., 1 Aust Wep Crimes Sec (SHAC)



lo. 20831 k/Waik Hatam Ali having bsen duly affimed nakss the '

" foliowing statenenti-

- (a) %ne designation of the Japanese Unit concerned iss-

SAGRI0T0 (BATAL) Company, consisting of about 300 Japanese.

(o) im ‘;.- W, Uroup I was attached t the Hwsin liew Guinea was “iHumber
e

(¢) Hames of Japanese who actually ate Indian Prisonergse

1, &%, (Chui) Khamia.
2, ik, (Chunson) Thukadar .
3s Rke (

Pilus many others whose names are not known but whom I can
identify. :

(d) Hames of Japanese Officers and H.C.0s who wre in charge of the
indian Prisoners -

30 Mo CChengon) et

4 W Cﬂﬂw EMQ

8. Bk, (&nnnn) Okono.

6, Lte (Chuil) bunda.

Te Hko (Uhunson) Kawg Kani.

8, Capt. (Thal) Esghoga.

2. Sepoy (Hetal) Hia EKawa.

10, Mke. (Ghunson) Ehasia lani.
11, Hk. (Ghunson) Thakada.

(e) I can identify ail the Japanese whose names have bDeen mentionad
in para (¢) and (d).

(£} I do not know the Hame, Number or Unit to which the GUAKHA
belonged,

(g) %he incidents occured at the foliowing placesi-
MANKUWARY, VINDISH, VARYANGHI, IDOR.

ihe above has been read over to Ho.80831 &/ik, Hatam ALL who
acknowledges the contents to be correect,
Jrls Ac-

bohecuchasantooRsOReBANGED S0

Recorded at Boorkee on 20/8/46 and read over o L/ik, Hatam ALj
who acknowledges same as correct, WV”
44{"/* :
| Lt. Col. RIR.
HoorTkae, 0.C Dapot Wing Kol V' O.Bengal RC RIE,

| Dated. 80/9/46.



ERENT of No 205, /Hk HATAN 2

Ho 20531 L/Fk EATAM ALI (Bx POW from 43 Fd Pk Coy) having been
duly affirmed make the following statements:

I was enlisted at Lala ¥usa on 2/10/35 and was sent to Roorkee
where I joined the KWV'sO Bengal S & M. In 1939 I was posted %o
43 Pd Pk Coy and proceeded to Malaya with this unit in 1940. Ny
unit was at a place about 5O miles from JITRA where the Japanese
canpl}ga started, I was takem prisomer at Simgapore on 15/2/42.
On 16/2/42 all Indian Prisoners were takenm to Farrel Park and were
lectured to by Mohan Singh and Pitrem Singh and few Japanese includ-
ing General Paujiware; all were wearing a band on their left arms
with the letter "F" in it. @&fter the lecture, prisoners were
detailed for various camps. I was sent to Bida Dhari where I
remained with others of 43 Coy doing fatigues for three months. A
lot of INA propaganda was going on and a lot of prisoners volunteered.
¥e were then moved to Karanjie Camp and after two weeks were taken
to Tinja Air Pd for construction work, and later moved to Tarsal Pk.
%e were very badly treated and made to do long hours of fatigues on
short rations and were beaten daily. After three months we were
taken to Kurla Lipis where a lot af INA propaganda was going om and
Jem Fazal Din of 54 Engineer Stores Coy and the following NCOs
worked hard to prevent priscners from volunteering: Hav. Rehim Shah
Waik Pazal Dad, Naik Abdul Hag, Hav. Sabar Hussain Shah--all the
sonnel mtionod above were accused by the INA for being responsi-
le for carrying an anti INA propaganda and they were all seant %o the
concentration camp where they becn very badly beatem. We then moved
to Kurla Lumpa--all were kept there for four or five months and were
then moved to the River Valley Camp which was the worst camp of all
and we were very badly treated in this camp. Affer a few months of
this very bad treatment, a party of about a 10C0 prisomers were
selected for transfer ito New Guinea. I was in this party under Jem.
Pagal Din. We were put on ships and takem to Java--there were no
arrangements for food or sanitztiom in those ships and the majority
of persons got dysemtery. We were kept for about four months at
Batavia dus to this illmess, later we were takeam by train to Sorabaya
port and were all put in & very small ship and were taken to Dutch
Wew Guinea. We were on this ship for 22 days, there was nc room to
sit or even sleep, we were short of rations and also very short of
water. A lot of prisoners got very ill om this ship. @(m arrival
at New Guinea the sick were separated and all those who were well
were taken on to construction of Air Fields. After about three or
four months a lot of air activity started and Allied plznes used to
come over every day and night and blow up everything. Jem. Fazal Din
was wounded in his leg in one of these bombardments. The Japanese
then took 207 priscners for work at another place. Jem. Fagzal Din
remained in hospital and I did not see him again. There were 33
personnel of 3 Coy, 43 Coy and §4 Engineer Stores Coy with Jem. Fazal
gn lh;all left them in April, 1944--their names and numbers are
ven belows

E

No _Rapk agd FAUE  Upit.

21758 Spr Ghulam Haidar 3 20208 sEr Pzhalwan Khan 4:3
F13387 Swp EKundan " 259880 €l Qaim Din =
21230 1/Fk MNohd Suleman - 23702 Spr Rakahm Uddin

21522 sfr Nohd Zaman " Barber Sultan Machd 3
25504 Cl Wazir Mohd » 20823 sia- Abdul Ghani 43
14561 ser Abdullsah 43 753 Barkat Ali .
23367 Fazal Hag = 21369 * Fateh lohd "
21516 ® Fazal Elahi " 23402 ® Fagzal Dad 8
21659 ®  Ghulam Hussain " 21908 " Nohd Afzal b
21662 2 Hagsan Khan - 24627 * Nohd Khan .
20447 Hav. Karam Din = 21864 " lohd Ramsan .
876 SEr Kahwait Ali o 14621 Jem. Fazal Din 54

21868 ¥ohd Ramzan » ©31P L/Nk Ghulam lMohd "

21942 * Mohd Salim " 1453 /¢ Mohd Hussain "

2178 " Mohd Shah - 22087 L/Nk Mohd Noor "

323 * Rehmat EKhan 54 14941 * Zangal =

20039 " Saran Daz Khan "



I was included in this number. We were takem to a place about
300 miles away, we were employed for twelve hrs daily on hard
fatigues and were given very little to eat. There was no medical
treatment snd all prisoners who fell 111 were immediately killed by
the Japanese. Later, due to Allied attacks and activity the Japs
alsc ran oat of ratioms. We prisoners were made to eat grass and
leaves and due to starvation we even ate enskes, frogs andé other
insects. At this stage the Japanese starting selecting prisoners
and every day ¢ne prisoner was taken out and killed and eaten by the
Japaness. personally saw this happem and sbout 100 prisoners
were eaten at this place by the Japanese. The remzinder of us were
taken tc another spot asbout 15 miles away where 10 priconers died of
sickness. At this place the Jzpanese again starting selecting pris-
onerg to eat. Those selected were takem to a hut wnsre flesh was
cut from their bodies while they were alive and they were then thrown
intc a ditch alive where they later died. When flesh was being cut
from those selected terrible cries and shrieks cams from ihem and
also from the ditch where they were later thrown. These cries used
to gradually dim down whea the unforiunaite individuals were dying.
We were not allowed to go near this ditch, no earth was thrown on the
bodies and the smell was terrible. One day a Japansse told a Gurkha
and myself that we twe were the next toc be eaten. A couple of days
later this Gurkha and I were takem out and wsre led to the same Place
where others had bsen taken to be eaten. There were two Japanese
with us and on the way we both ram away, the Japanese fired on us
I got a slight wound on my left ankle and the Gurkha was hit in the
shoulder. I saw him f2ll and then get up and run sway again, the
Japanese followed a shori way only, I did not see the Gurkhe again.
I wendered about the jungle for about 15 days and one day I met a
Malayan Coolie who t0ld me that a distance of about 15 miles on the
coast Australian sea planes had been landing.

I made off ip the direction he gave me and got to the coast.
I was walking along the coast and came to a creek. I sat down as I
was very weak and tired; afier about half an hour & fighter plane
came over and flew arcund; later I saw z sea plane coning down; this
sea plane landed in this ¢raeek about 100 yards from the shore. I
waved both hands; one of the occupants then appeared out of the plane
and pointed his rifle at me. I called out and said that I was an
Indian POW; he did not undersiand me, and shouted scamsthing back in
Englieh which I did not understend. ~ I then spoke in Malayan and
one of the other cccupants uadersicod e and spoke to me., The water
was not deep and one of the cccupants came ashore about waist deep
I showed him the cloth Prisoner of War sign I had with me and wh:le’a
had been lssued to me at Singapore; he was satisfied and took me
back to the plane. I was then flown to Australia in this plane and
was put in hospital in Jun 45 where I remsined. I arrivad in Fadras
on 18/11/45; I was brought by plane and ship vie Singapore; I was
sent to the 145 IBGH "ospital =t Bengalore. At Bangalore I again
met the Gurkha who had been wounded and who had escaped with me; he
was in the Indiap Military Hoepital at the time. I do not know his
name or number,



)

;ﬂsgshth Military District
1 Aust ¥ar Crimes SEAC :

1. It is requested that the

following information be obtained from
Fo 20520 lL/Fk HATAM ALI with the object of establishing the
identity of

(8) The designation of the Japanese unit concerned.

(b) The F¥ group the Indian NCO was attached to in New Guinea,

{c) Bames of Jepanese Officers and NCOs who were in charge of
the Indian party.

(d) ¥ames of the dapanese alleged to have actually eaten Indian
prisoners.

(e) If L/Nk HATAM ALI could identify any of the Japanese concerned.

(f) 2 statement from the GURKHA who was with L/Nk HATAM ALX in
New Quinea during his escape and whom he later met in the
Indian ¥Military Hospital whilst he was in the 145 I B ¢ H Hosp-
ital Bangalore or any other Indian who was with him in New
Guinea who can corroborate his statement in whole or part.

(2) The names of the places or areas in New Guinsa where these
incidents occurr

Signed) HAC Lt-Col.
AAGQME BTH MILITARY DISTRICT.

2 July 46.



