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CANCELLED THE NOTE

Col, 2:14

INTRODUCTION::

e read he graciously forgave us all of our short-comings, cancelled the

note that stood against us with its requirements, and has put it out of our way
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by mailing it to the cross. He thus stripped the dominions of power and made a

public display of them triumphal over them by the cross.

On the last visit to Philadelph%g the late President, John F., Kennedy, in

response to a man who made a request for thehe had been using. On one end

of the pencil was an eraser which showed signs of much use. Later on the man asked
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him(ﬁﬁgﬁ-he cherrished most about the pencil. The man replied, when T look at the

eraser, 1 am reminded that great men also make mistakes.
v

Which serves to remind us, thét(ﬁEEZSis perfect. That is why they put erasers
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on pencils,

However, from this story we have suggested in the Scripture that there are the
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mistakes of men which we call sin. And(@o) man had the power to erase them, they are
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recorded, and they are not easily erased as a simple error. They are written in ink
£Ccorde 3 EALY
that spell the rebellion against God and presents a hopeless case.

We areﬂggggfé to remove our sins, yvet God has provided a divine eraser, by which
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he is able to remove all of our sins, \ ul¥is speaking of this when he refers to

Christ blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was
Pl

contrary to us, and he took it all away by nailing it to His cross.

Now in everyday life, there are certain truths that I think this text points out.

And three othat we might think of. First of all, here is a record. And

here is a removal, registration, and here is a reception.
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First of all, let usfponsider the record1 Paul speaks of the handwriting of ordinances.
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This is the(only)time that the word "handw " appears in the New Testament. That

it is found often in the early documents. The written record of the ordinary events

of life in Paul's day(literally it means wiitten with the hand.
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In the commercial lifedof that time, it meant a written agreement. It was
-

something like a certificate of debt. or a bond. When a man made a debt, he signed
Esny @ =

a certificate which was his admission that he owed the sum written 9; recorded there%g.
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For instance, a manﬁ:orrowed) a certain amount of money, the one lending the
K R

money wrote the capitol sum lent to him and in accordance with a note of hand, the

borrover had signed the note. And so here was a record of his own handwriting.

Now Paul says thatégzﬁholds such a note of hand or certificate of debt against
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us. And since this debt enters in ordinances, it suggests that here is a debt that

we have failed to keep. Both God's written and moral law. Now this is a law we can

only sign the bond of. recognition to the obligation. And it involves a personal

admission of guilt. Here is a certificaQe of a debt with is contrary to us. Not

only are we unable to keep God's law perfectly, but it also stands between us and our

approach to God for fellowship.

You will remember in the 0ld Testament, the HQEEEE:EEEEDwaS God's law written

down on Mt. Sinai. And men were at that time rquonsible and obligated. Today the
law's of God are written in men's hearts. And to restore the fellowship and to help
a man to fulfill his obligation, this is the thing that is in the heart of man and how

he is going to do it.

II. Removal
Now this has to do with blotting out. Here is a record. The handwriting of
ordinances. Paul says these are going tdcgg_hlgEEgé_ggg, This is found two or three

times in the New Testament.
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<Rev. 3:5 ) it speaks of God not blotting our name from the Book of Life
g St MEG Come qu (77,_
Gcts 3: 19 It speakq of sin being blotted out and in our Text Paul tells us

that God in Chr:.st has hlotted out the certificate of debt, which was against us.

Now the itself means to rub out, wipe out, or erase.
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The éractice!of blotting out the writing was a common one in ancient times.
Some (manuscripts) wvere washed out or were scraped off and were used over and over
again. As we would think of a blackboard today, you would write on this board some

notation and then later, yvou would wash it off or brush it off and use it again.

speaks of blotting out a manuscript but in commercial transaction the

most widely used @was simply marking across the bond or the certificate of
! /z- — e
debt with a 1arge}’"’f~(” - noting that the obligation had been crossed out.
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Or either, there was written across the debt the word satisfied in full.
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Now(Goddhas crossed out or cancelled the certificate of debt which he held against
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us. That is, it is simply to write it off. Ng@ even a banker would do this.

Suppose you owed a note at the bank, and you were unable to pay it. Now the
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banker would endanger his bank if he simply ignored or forgave the debt. The banker
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has‘ choices, Rither he could foreclosg ou whatever security stood behind the note,
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or else were he able and so digposed he)could pay the note himself for you.

Now (God ) faced these two altemat;ives in your case. Since he is righteous, the

debt must be paid. Bul: belng mefc1ful he' did not foreclose on vour soul. Instead,
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h@the debt himself. He blotted out the certificate. Christ dying on the cross

as Cod was in Christ — reconciling the world unto himself. 2 Cor. 5:19.

@is at work today in the world., Graham L. Hales said, as T hung up the
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receiver, I felt a renewed sense of depression. What is happening, I asked myself.
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The caller was a close friend who had just told him of his decision to leave the

Pastorate to enter Government Service, Quite a few times lately he had received
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the same type of news about other friends. For(ﬁéqr had told him that it seemed

that nothing was happening in the church anymore, Nothing really important - nothing
e ——— = o 7 “- =

exciting.

Now there are many@for thi‘s; 1s/ghe€rosper1t3r:)wh@ we have today

often dampens our realization that we really'ﬁg;d God. The progress of(ﬁ?igaé‘ makes
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religion as it is usually understood pretty dull stuff., Now we could list a lot of

similar reasons as a basis for this. Certainly we have seen massive building programs

and expanding numbers on Church Staffs and all of these things in which to pack the

P b
pews. But the é@ti;;}people see little else happening, especially when we get outside
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of the Church Building. The younger generation seems unwilling to put up with this

kind of religion. We see only a type of sharp contrast here.

Now thé;éggigjchurch had no buildings. They proclaimed their message to people
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where they lived and worked. In the public, in the streets, wherever they went they
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talked about Christ being raised from the dead and being able to blot out their sins.

<§E)have lost that spirit in our churches and there has developed a at divisiom
/ N e
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——Batween church people and those who have needs

hetween church people and _poor pe
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in the commﬂﬁiz§. Between church people and those © r races. Between church
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people and the politicans. Today there are the(i?ﬁEﬁ}of the land that had rather follow
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a crusade with Senator Spong or McCarthy than to go on a church canvass or a church
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revival., Now is(this)the reason why so many feel that God is not working today. Where

is God at work? And what is the standard answer which we give today about the situation

as we seek to save the world. We are to know that Christ has over come — whét Christ

did in his life, and death and resurrection still stands. The victorious pouer of
= i Pl

evil had been defeated. It cannot win. Evil cannot. Now we find this hard sometimes
to believe, We see how effective the retreating forces of evil are. But as long as

we still build up our barriers and our divisions separate men from men, we must be
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willing not to glg;ifxﬁgx%gg_in the street or war, but to glorify the Saviour.
e 2
The(tiagjis here now for us to discover where Cod is at woyk. What Christ did

on this earth is continuing to be done. And once we see this entire message and

change, then we will discover that{Godyworks today to blot out, to erase, to remove
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sin. Ile cannot only heal the sick but he can work today to blot out hate and hate

was the thing that crucified Christ. He went to the Cross to show his love, to the

world, but it was pggiggi;es, greed, ignorance, oppression, evil forces that were
fighting against Christ that put him to death. Now what a difference it would make

if we could get all of the youth of this land oriented in this type of work and
pattern., That we could see God everywhere working in the classrooms, the laboratories,
and that these marches and riots then would turn into a time in which we would
recognize that Christ's way of love is the way to attack evil. That this is the way

in which he can blot out this sin.

III. Registration

Registration is Cod in Christ - the certificate of deE out of the way. By
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s
iq&iling 1t to the crossb That sounds different from the fdeaof Omar, the modern man

who advised - live fast, die young, and make a

Now there is the of the authentic bond such as a certificate of debt
e

—
registered. MNow this is suggestive of the thought that when Jesus

which was publicl

died on the

e publicly registered that the certificate of debt had been paid.
The debt, itself, was nailed to. the cross Paul indicates that in this Jesus completely
identified himself with the sins and took it out of the way, out of the midst, and

this certificate of debt stood between God and man. He rgmoved the barrier between God

and man, he EEggEgﬁ_gEE_th_ﬂegx. Paul called the righteousness of God in Christ. It

e

means that God chooses to regard those in Christ as though they had not sinned. Because

Christ in His death on the cross put an "X" mark across the debt.

ou would take a sheet of paper and write on it the sins you have committed
— e —

this past/week. Now after you list the sins, take and cross the entire page with a
s S ———— —— ——
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%Ef§f_:§zl- What do you see. In the first place a large cross. Jesus probably was
— -
crucified on a cross that was shaped like a large plus si%g. Or the Roman's used

the cross sometimes shaped like the letter "X'". So when you cross out your sins

you are reminded that Jesus was nailed to a cross. And that the name of Jesus Christ

Efyrit

is able to "x" out your debt. When Jesus died on the cross - God marked across

it. He wrote Christ crucified across the debt. Thereafter when God looks at the

record, he does not see your sin - rather he sees, Christ crucified. And this makes

possible his forgiveness or his blotting out of your debt.

IV. Reception

Now what we have been talking about ,@ ising that gen are auto-

matically saved because God has blotted/out the certificate of debt, which he held
7

against all men. For Paul is writing to those, who through faith in Christ Jesus,

Col. 1:4, have personally appropriated God{s.gift, and has accepted this.

The certificate of debt characterized by the law was against us. And since
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you and I cannot pay the debt, God paid it for us. Now he comes to us in grace offering
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his forgiveness, to all who will receive it., If you reject his free gift, then your

sins remain a debt. A debt which vou cannot pay.
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Now let me refer again to the(éanker;? Suppose that the banker did offer to pay

your note, Qiilyou refused his gracious offer. Since you cannot pa the debt, you
—— ol

leave him no choice. He must foreclose on your home or whatever other security you
= o
have pledged for the note. Now in your dealing with God, that which is at stake is

(533;-;;&;;EEE_EE§E) _God offers you forgiveness for your sin. if you refuse him,
==

the debt must be paid and the wages of sin is death.

artin Luther) tells of the vision he had as he was visited by satan. Satan
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placed a large roll of paper before him and asked him to read it. As he began to read

- he saw that it was the record of his own life. And written in his own hand. It
— =
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recorded every sin. Tinally Satan said, ig.-that record true and did you write it,.
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Martin Luther admitted that it was true but as Satan prepared to leave him in despair

- Martin Luther cried it is _true, every word of it is true. But you may write across

it all, the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin., That makes

—

a{} the difference in the world. Tor only Christ can blot out, erase, and remove this

fr@ﬂLﬁEE;lgggﬁﬁ. We find that in a report given from Mear Lasth from one of our

Mission Hespitals, that an(Afﬁﬂ:neéﬂfﬁge; hlood transfugion - an appeal was made for

ol
someone to donate blood. A Christian woman who was blind volunteered her hlood for the
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Arab, whom she did not know. When the transfusion was made, the Arab asked to see the
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person who had donated blood, for the saving of his life. When he saw the blind woman,

he began to weep. To think that here was one who cared enough to share life's blood to
4 5
save nhim from death., In like fashion, it is thqizsv of Christ that makes missionaries
__%_______,___
go across the world and keeps them in their nlace of responsibility amid the dangers and
the difficulties. It is hard to stay sometimes in these places. Sometimes the results

are slow coming. And the problems are great.

There are those who hear this message today whose lives are being wasted. And

those lives are being lived for self. There are those who are thinking only in terms

of how they can gain or how they can enjoy, or how thev can advance themselves ahove

their fellowmen. There is a much better way to live. That way is to heed the words of
s T o

Jesus, who said, if any man will come after me - let him deny himself, and take up his

cross and folwer me, ‘LSE#‘%J : | W’M ’ LE: I)JB% W

Sone [t

The best life is the life in which you turn away from jourself and give all to
Jesus Christ. As you take up yaur cross and follow him, vou can be confident that he

will blot out the handwtiting of the ordinances that was against you., Because he has

nailed this to the cross. £ g,...,ﬂ, k__.:_«f Jf;g /‘9&""‘)
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