father and sister and brother. Th.snk you for our hdnes andc

food and our clothes. Thank you for the trees and flowers and

animals and birds and the vinggr time and the summer time, Oh

God, bless all the little children and make them better when the

are sick.
and the lovely skies, Thank you for the fields and mountains
and make me a good little girl. For Jesus sake, Amen."

It is a‘strﬂe gg;é) but true, that this attitude of

atitude was nstural--that she should give thanks for these
R AR

wvonderful things of God.

This Jb5 Beadm.is & hymn of praise.

< Versg ;; "I will extol Thee, my God and King." That is,

I will lift Thee up.

@WI I bless Thee," which speaks of

continually standing before God and praising His name.

ers "Great the Lord" which speaks about His

greatness that is unsearchable.

ation shall praise Thy works to

another", that is that this is something which we need to pass

on.

@"And men shall speske of Thy might," that is the
P

plagues wrought in Egypt, the ovgrthroy of Pha'x_'gph; the memory

of His great goggness should be told and retold, the tale of

-

Thank you for the smglg_;_ne and rain and for the snow

1 his vife called him to breakfast and asked him to come in to
o

MMW@M “ P &MI_'

Psalm 145: 1-10
4 n,?ff"«xnf

T WZL‘ -
. teful can one pers _ :
 favorite story on ingratitude. "A w on leave

s tptro:l.:l.i.ug in the park near the 'l%u‘n River in London.

/vnY

sallor slipped avay from the crowd. When he returned to the
- same apot a few days later, a woman approached him.

| "Are you the sailor who pulled my boy from the water two
'dul q‘o?" "!e_a_,__l:_ady, I am." |
. Looking hard at him the lady said, "

MW

sto

with
1‘& ustrates ?ﬁk wi«m t‘of1 % great b nﬁnﬁ or
our avenly Father that He gives us from time z'.‘i ‘;

was copied rrom the lHome Life

- :-‘\\

said that he was taught a good lesson which he never forgot.
—x

hdfe was a devote, Christian woman and as a minister of the

Gospel he was t real Christi fe.

His

|

1

fami T 'y |
,1&.2...‘\_!_.9_-}'5

In response to her caint.l;q plea for the morning
AT P

prayers, he said rather abruptly

L‘ i(f"y dear, I hlz! not Eﬂ!!fia!! J



prayer this morning.”

She said not a word, but he sav that she was

explained to her that g man was waiting fo{"him to do a bit of
NPT ——— :

plowipg and he had to__hg;y. He was not & farmer, but yu 11

plow for cultivation.
‘__"-—“-\

Rurridly, eating a bit of breakfast with
out the usual family prayer, the man that he was going with

proceeded to take the horse to the plot of ground to be plowed.,
o=y
When they reached the lot and were ready to put the plow into

. —

the soil, the horse, which was a gppirited animal and not
pers 3 s i

accustomed to the plow--started when the word "Go was given;

but the registance of the plow suddénly surprised her, She |

threv all of her power into the effort and ’W]
the 1ot at a ragid gate.

v

When about half-way across the lot, the plw struck a

a_;_g\_xgp and broke the 'beam short, into two pieces.

His first thought was .("low I have time to pray. ? He

wag sharply rebuked under his own folly and taught a lesson;
—_.—————7

this he has never forgotten to this day. When a Christian

man has not time to pray, he should lock out, for in scme such

—

vay the Lord may give him time in a way not expected. "

In the same way, I would like to express it, that when .

. wve are gtoo bus#tq_ give thenks or celebrate the goadness of a\little
| ‘ a

e 4

had Thanksgiving.

to God.

as you grow older.

God we may expect some hardship along the pathway of life.

-——-\
We usually think of th m ho gsettled New Eng

.M. glﬂ_ﬁm., but ve neeé to remember
that they were the bunch who Q_‘k_nt? and started this Thanks-

giving business. They had much they could have been glocmy

about--in the first five months of their stay in the new world

A W and were buried by (aht in unmarked

graves sc the m would not know that their numbers were so

depleted. They suffered every conceivable hardship, but they
-

made & harvest of 21 acres of corn in the fall of 1

and they

A little procession lead by Governor w:lll?iam

Bradrord marched triuwmphantly through the cqrnrieldo singing,

© a—

"The earth is the lLord's and the fullness thereof, the world
and all that dwell therein."

C Inatsg 8f a fast of sadness, those Puritans held a feast
e 5 0 [ 5

Y " <8

of gladness, and their gladness steamed out of thei’r sratitude

——— A

They celebrated the gopdness of Gods
S

‘, if’_the simplest virtures of childhoza vhich is so easy to lose

Jegus so.id Except you become as a little
" | M

————

. ¢hild or as little children...” and perhaps one way that this

needs to be applied is in Tha.nkssiving.

e& Ecg{_dewi praye of Thankegiving given by

£, w\ "'I'hank you

for our mother and for our
o AN 3 e 3

N S & -



T —————— !v adi

se, prayer, and all mercies and songs of Thy righteousness shall sing hymns og.

thanksgiving the soul arr _____m at the pue. vhere it recognizes

i

jnﬂl se.

|
@ML&J great and full of compassion.” 1
> . |

"The Lord is good to all that is He makes the

md celebrates the goodness of God in all circumstances, even in

times of sorrow, affliction, and temptation.

essential smije upon the soul daily, his_hope in immortality

4
L]

becomes a sure hope of heaven as if he were there Alnw. There

«
By living third in the center of ‘-;!%umd !uvlu‘ His

sun to shine and rise upon the evil and the good; He sends the

»

mm the Just and the unjust."”

works shall praise Thee." ]

Therefore in these verses \;o have a feeling of the great-

fore he calls to mind these wonderful things that God has

prepared for him. y lg

Thus, we may link the Old Testament with the New Testament |

-~ ‘ness and goodness of God 'whi h ecalls for: i that we
and find a celebzating of God's goodness real, ing ::—-' poochess g ¢ n _
Llhg continually bless Him everyday and this shall be forever
to_gelebr s of God‘ean it be done by people Y A

~and done in a great and good spirit for His power, for His.
like you? I am going to suggestgree vqs}@by counting e ) = 2 ’
O —— e

“{ holiness, for His goodness and all of His works shall praise
our blesainsa@y mmembew:: how they s A "
7 "Him. The various elements, that I _gul_a:up_e_'my_n_a%e-the name
were received ‘and by rec Wsyirituﬂly.; i

. - i ‘of God shall stand out, and they will bless His name. The object

,,4_.. ot -uua.-n » o

I. We celebrate the go

of all high praise is none other t!z_a_n; God, It is not a man,

and He confesses that God rules over all. Here is a fixed -
o

Lots of people could count their shapes of atogks, some could
count their carg; some gould count up the deposits bank.

ot as the(y man Jix -parable that Jesus tg in Luke 12: happy when ve sing graise easily, but if we do not thus feel,

16-21 who finally said, '____._th_og_l_wgguch goods laid up for |fen praise falters and dies. Thig must be eveg‘day; not only

~ g A

many years.” He had counted all of his material things. on the bright days, but on the dark days ( pru.a like prayer
A Sl -

must _be a h?ﬁ, a ccml;&.gt;_;:_r_g_c%l_c_eJ or else we will fall
It is I ‘ . R

i
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short.
These first few verses talk about the greatness of God.

alk about the tender mercies of ﬁng that are

erses T-16°

ness.

These éeraes here could well be linkcd with T Thess&l i

et
5:16 and 18 where Paul says, "Re without

ceasing, in evg;ﬁhing_gu‘-m

——

"
evermore |

raisé; the very foundation is first that he has confessed and
rectified = every gin and nisdoing thet was in his power to

reach.

GecoM, s far as iies in nis

and in love, so to speak, with every soul on earth.

h j he is saved amcti and walking in every ray

of light that God has every shown upon his soul from the day he

ower, he is clean and right

was converted on up to the present moment.

Fourthy) he is clear in

day _sun, there is not a shadow between him and his Maker, and he

is glad to risk all of his presence that he might make another

prayer and praise Ood.

as far ag lies in his power, he has cleaned his
? 2%, e

W as the Psalmists says, vill }

| of prayer, px_;o.isq, and Mﬂn@. Such holy qu_a‘_are often

lkirts froz the blood of all manki mankind by nmin‘ the .
W,

M the ignorant, but praying with the M‘*W

‘and by nvlu d'u!

.

'vhiting the sick, the W

darkest days his Joy continues to flow.

130 i,

: his soul is weened from the ¢

created- things so as to touch the grace of God; there is a stre

misunderstocd by carnal friends and counted peculiar, dull

gpirited, unentertaining.
|
All complaining and fault

In evemhinﬁ_ 5;: :‘Fﬁa. 11 ¢ ind
finding comes to an en nature puts on tl}e garb of praise.

B —
The hills and the

valleys smile; the trees clap their hands
and the birds sing; the brooks wind on their way; all 1ift up

t heir voices in praise.

The source of his giving thanks is as the Psalmists--tirgt

the root and ca)ge of all compla.ints und fo,ult f‘inding a.nd ﬁ'et-
5o e

ting is from the heart. There is not an element vit.hin the

T

uhole domain or the sou.l but he says is in perfect harmony with

the will of God now,




I've alvays wqndered sbout you. . Yow seem to he o~ completely

and thoroughly happy. You are a happy man, aren't you?".
e —

L
"Oh," he.said, "my 1ife QW Then he sai& a drgb__liw wd an unknown semsiress, the daughter of n

that he began to probe for his and finally he gave me &

most significant phrase, so significant that I find it makes a

fitting title for happiness and the secret of his life being
veing Liks

o A e

Sratit ; - : = ; : tyar ald

That phrese he said was not one that is out of n}ch, bn&

he said that Bill Stidger told how he liwved. <§§2mm in

Ue would give thanks to God that he gould wake up;

e ——

he would tell the Lord that he was grateful for a deliciops

night's sleep. He sald that he remembered the phrase "a delic-
B e gy o

" jous night's sleep"--isn't that wonderful, Then he said that

full of happiness. He_hbad learned t.o/{:muca the attitude of
T

d@ e n’

he would give thanks to the Lord for his wife end his children;

L —

and he concluded that he _gave thank thanks- because he had g_r__k 21:0 do,
He Just ran cver his

that he had qiendsz and ﬁg,r_tﬂuu:&) Ao i

world in his mind, practicing the attitude of Estitude.

.

He

said that he had never forgotten thgt., phrase. I hope that other:

think that is what the Psalmist had in mind here when he was

talkfng about celebrating the goodness of God., =

.
) ‘as 3 bt . * '

set down and deliberately imagined that he
e ——

~

g--his buzinou, his resources, his .job his

:limm_wmr. She grew up unaccepted in the town's

L?soch:l cix:c_l_g. and her absording ambition was to be accepted as

8‘15_0!. and vas sure that on her return she would be asked to
Ca—n

. lecture on her tr ven Join the ranks of this society.

-and ‘che was ceught in

Belgium, An Army officer offered to drive
. '_- ‘& '
her to Paris so that she might make her way back to the port,

| catch her ship, and come home.
' Sonp——

became lost and ended up on a battlefield.

In the course of the trip, they

Sadie heard & young
rr‘oélder, wounded end lying in the shadows, calling for water.

Before she knew what she was doing, Sadie was out helping. Ghe

found a spring and brought water to the man and to others.

——

She

made bandages from her sgirt and bound up vounés. She worked

 SEUTY,
all thrgugh the long night. With the first glimmer of dawn an

__s_mn:n_officer sav her and shouted,
i "¥no fio_are you? What in thunder are you doing here?" To this -
‘ sm. replied, "I am &m_mggg»_%mjg;m@&nn
holding Hell back all night."

anbﬁlance drew up, a
L

On the hogtwmins: home, a friend said to Sadie, "Well , tﬁh_e

(Laurc‘l\ _S’o'c‘iety\ will be glad to have you now,"
R .

Sadie Look, ed

l PR ———

| & -
& thrilling one., I would like to.tell it to you. Btdio 115.- p

in Johnson Falls, Virgi nip Just prior to I World War. 8She m 2

P

‘& member of the Laurel Fallas, ©She saved her money for a ;;'11) to
A —-—-———7

Her visit took place about the time of the outbreak of the war,
e



3 ™

puzzled, then she said, "You don't understand. 1've been face -‘ ‘ w-’.you can see it; you can admire it and attain to
.! . -\ -

3 J ! <
{\' face with war and death and Hell and God, I don't really | it by some itgl'oe. ¥ ¥ G { Wb
. il
think of those things matt .""What does gﬁ;or,“ ! e i
*."'ﬂ- ' 'I'hink cbout 1our cmcity tz 'éﬁg-d be loveg. A man

asked the friend. "Nothing," said Sadie, "exm,nnd.mm &

P e

and doin‘_thgg -fo: tolks.

might count all -uch blauinp bol&tug to hia euuntia.l nature'

and in doing 80 fa.ll lhort of oolobntiu tho soodnou ot God.

Yeo,éhanksgiving will 1ead)'you to the highest life--a ur. ) o atve paldy TaL 6l
of sharing with those about ywoug- a time when you will cease to @ﬁ.‘ Christian count his blessi t

count your blessings in the material only.

with nouo;;?o'- thank.

: ~ Somecne is not a good word; God is the word. A Christian is
[ “rebneds —> Y
~ thankful that he can thank God.

l
- n
sets us thinling. He had richea, good ehu’_ur, good posit:lon,f { Make » unsearchable riches of Jesus Chrisf

good embitionsy A1l of these might exhault a man and make him | - which a Christian g--release from EE;“ and fear and
think about himselt’.,\‘ hab did he want eternal 111‘3?- Was he { deliverance from ain. rorﬂ ness, your capacity to forgive,
trying to secure an ins,gﬂ g policy for eternal life and l pgace which passeth understanding, a quiwt. cem{orting

after-death? Did Jesus try to break the shell around this man l heart, a sweet spirit, a courageous spirit. As you unfold these

and expose his truesself? If so, Jesua_ failed. !I_o counting capacities for kﬁgvledge, beauty, goodness and ;3?., you will

of the blessings in this manner will ever celebrate the goodness discover that you are counting the blessings of the essential

T
of God.( Let/us name some of the bleasings ot belong person insteasd of the goodness of God. (RZ& 8 not yet appear
to the essential you. wth' Count your blessings! Your ﬁessinga are
2 - _ S s
Think of your capacity. -tof__ you can see it; you numerous .
g

can appreciate it; you can create it,

yon'

—

you can app:igig_t_e it; you can ag_p}y it. P and were partaking of some W He said, "Bill,

Think about your capacity for " You can discover it; ' a'preacher and triend of his., He said that théy met one day



e .. 4

It is the sin of thvho reproach Moses in the

'

wilderness and blame him for their bad situation.

‘who aid not return to give

thanks to _the ong vho cured them o

Incident Jesus and the ten lepers ig

sadly significdfit of human na o HW
nce C’Man 1ve>i_Md
- dear God, God, I'm hea.led--I m clean. Look-at. my hﬂlﬂl they are

Then 1@ O God it 8 true.’

The hyrried walk broke into a run and pe'qple about the villl.se
gapped and stared de-ex‘ed at them as thgy went shout.!.u like

d to think hum_q%und

and looked back along the road.» He sw Jé‘sus still st'a’nding

It is the sin of the

the highway of obedience it happens.

clean. And Yours; all of us!

mad men. Thenfone)of the ten stop

there where He had first spoken to them. For all hia eggerness

to get to the priests to pronog_n_gg_h_m__:lgm and pure, he

A8 the mea.ning and the glory of it all

retraced his steps.

reallyA dawned on him he came back to Jesua,anddropped on his
g 7

knees and thanked Him,

Only one of their nusber came back and thanked Jesus in

sincere gratitude for cleansing him and making him whole again.
("Vherg )i.r:‘.theh other nine," Jesus asked,

his is t.he aver e O _an

then it must be cne in tgn orcgen per cené and something consid-

f nded
:‘ -
i

,: & great thing to be

his family and how terrible was the feeling. Then het—

himself that in fact he still had

1
You apable of do g1 8. Isn\t_‘i:t

KB s0 est qut-on uga, aress yourseie, ana

feel vil} and go on and do.a Joh. It is something for which we

t to ¢1v; fervent thanks to God. There are
ough Se Ehose)

not have it and cannot enjoy what you enjoy in that way.

ple, real men, The following

.pr:lng on.ls 53 of the 120 rmincd alive, Husbands had byried
. —

their wives; wives had buried their husbands and parents their
T TN g e

children.

children. There was m whe had stayed behind in

London and kept supplies for t lony. This man came back

and discovered the hardships that these others hed suffered
ﬂ—‘_7

In this wilderness, half of the survivin were

under., He would talk tgml%about living at ease and sesrch

their hearts as to whether or not they weremml for the

blessings of God. It is not by might nor by power, but by my
spirit sayeth the Lord of host), so let us be thankful for our
personal blessings; let us be thankful for our country; let us

be thankful for Almighty CGod and what he does for us.

To s 9( "Thank-you" to God is goo?to_kmm_xh.all

never be able to thank Him enough is bett:e‘g; Our tongues of

exultation as the multitude of the/_w:gzemm*m ome in
e ~
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vould never be sufficient te thank Him.. , » gratitude his gladness and his gratitude flow like a spring.
L “I . .
(c;yg,,.x.xmm .ells us that in his youth he was con- As we are to count our blcniyig in celebrating God's
P e V(S R -y

—

fused, not knowing what to do with his life nor what to nkewof:"';g goodness, we heed to think "Whatsoever things are true or honest

it. He said that he was in a funny state of mind and hung on tg‘ or just or pure or lovely or of good report" Paul claims "if

i 3
the remains of '_,'3_1,13““» by(qu,'ph,in ,t,l;rep»d:gt tho.%a) 9‘ there be any virture and if th_o'r_o ‘be _any prajge, think on these
At some time or another and in our dangers ew,';wryl things." In other words, busy your brain vith -.11 that 13 ;
woman-hes perhaps held on to live by ome thin thread binding | and beautiful in life. This Mr lelf disci ltne which
—— - . — —— SRR ;. R — -

them to God and to the great beyond and that which is eternal. deserves far more attention than it often receives. 'I'o think is
— e —— R

)
| one of the highest faculties and noblest of all the God given

How marvelous it is in everyt.hing we can M_&l@; = blest

urges his friends "For this is the will of God; it is a_poor human facilities; this is also one of the m_g!t_nsmxy It
heart that never rejoices" so an old Proverb says, But Paul is like an unplowed field in humanity. The power to think would

goes further and says,"'Always give thanks to God for all “l—‘jﬁ“ move us on to do good and rescue us from sin and idleness.

He urged the saints at Ephesus to do this; they had every I %hink the' @}}é&k i . Eank w, fc

reason in the world to be gloomy; their °.‘_‘££925 ghould have for it is as we think about life that we soon find ourselves
been one of distressing, things were bad, He talked to them moved to thank the God in whom we 1i mo tnd have our
and said "Redeem the time for the days are evil; mske up for _ | being. Beins truly ;hankﬁ'xr we Ls.uddenly discover what should
all that is b_a.d by realizing that God's plan in everything have been obvious to us all aleong; it is a thankful heart.

is there by understanding the will of God and doing it. Sing

< Thanklessness)'is like a knife--it cuts; it results from
and make a melody in your heart to the IOrd. Thanks be to 7 o 2
dt e e : %@esaneas. Hov often we are gu!lt.y of the mgn_g;i_g!;ms
God," he exclaims in the first letter to the Corinthians, "who ) o1 n =

B ging because we didn't think. Thus with our aelf excuuing
giveth us the victory." In the second letter to these same Z A
ahﬂ ot‘ the ghoulder we never consider vhy we didn t thin):.

pecple he seems to shout, "Thanks be to God for His unspeakable : o 4
= is this sin. It is the sin of the

gife.”

oY vho leaves Joseph in prison for years,
' takes anything for granted, out always in by

—...




are dependent upon God for the gggi,,the ihgz%;’;;v‘*lre‘depend-

ent upon others for material inhgjlgg}- and for other values.

The things which belong teo

for fulfillment. They have been given l. Paul talkl

about. the gratitude which he has in his hea.rt the great things

that he holds within his heart also

showed him great thiggg‘_gpis, of courqe; waé a fitting phrase,
J
I want. to show you what great

things you must ggi “1t would have made a nm_m:_muyu; it

would have appealed to him it may even have mastered a.nd cap-
\" o 7

"I will shq_\L you. vhat, great tntggs You
must do andertninh' t.hought that he was Eea.t«alreaay

TN Sy Kinds o Ahismndatinish

and God's message was clear.

tured him, but he said,

He did not say that to Paul; He said, ("I will show you how great

th It

ffer for my name's sake' Jand that did it.

touched Paul to the quick and he shivered in his soul. WQ find
._\ -——-———-—!

that he was in complete surrender, He was put 1n prison: he vas
*—-———-——7

i

betrayed he was ship wrecked; he was aick misunderstood, and

v!, 'y A & O

@mo among us gives thanks at all tlmes for all thiﬁ We
can find little room \Trhen \'(e__t&m__g‘;ﬂ?ess,‘forrovl,‘ suffering,

* 1

, Paul/jwas glad and gr&&gful for the opportunity which he
"I reckon EFEE"!E* sufferings of the greseg& 31%5 are
not wotthy to be com‘)_m.‘rgd vi"_ci t%g glon vhich:‘shsl.ll be

reygaled in ug,

also reign with Him He tells us.,"

said,
i

Love suffereth long; and if we suffer we shall

He was & man of genuine

¢ possibilyse

ably less than that. f

This tells the tragic tale of the thoughtlessness find the
S——_ .
thanklessaess in the world today, "But where are the other

for doing

something? Have you ever stopped tp thank God? ( Nthhuq_
h ned to the Ninety of those who have been healed

and helped? We have been blessed in many ways, but how many
stop to think and return to God's house to give thanks for His

great miracles and His mercies?

We think about the [g

—

wonderful! One day some men were talking -_-_

a man_said, "I am grateful for Mrs. Wen

vho went out of her way ;0 xears ago to_introduce me to poetry

and so on." A listener asked, "Dw kpow that she
has made such a rich, rewvarding contrib_gtion to your life?"

"I'm afraid not," he ansvered;
[

"Then why don't you write to her," he said.

"I've never taken the trouble to

tell her." The

letter was forwsrded and the note reached him back in return.

There was a feeble, scribbled lines of an old vomn It began,
"My dear Willie;" That in itself was epough to warm his heart--
here he was a fellow .ot-gw--rat and balding--being addressed

affectionately "Willie",

much your note meant to me. I Mm_w,\ living alone
~ > ——

in a small room, cooking my own meals, lenely, and like the last

He read on, "I can't tell you how




sorevhere, somehow aggrecigatsp

leaf of fall lingering behind. You will be interested to know

that 1 .t%gl_agg_]; for fifty yesrs gnd yours: is the first
note of appreciation I have

ever received. It came to me on a
”~ |

" :
blue, coEl_ggr_n_ing and it cheered me uynothing has in years." '

Thank God, there are still a few in life who in qg_mm1

of gratitude appreciate the small triumphs of lonely, old ladieli
A word of gratitude filled with grateful appreciat- |
i

ion now and then would make all the difference to & huge hosts ‘

and others.
—_.’-“

of human beings whose daily rounds are largely drudgery.

‘@Qgﬁlm vonderfulg:when dﬂs are gylg,md times
are weary, when duties ‘are dmww.
. -

gaid once to have put all his implements up

tool. The price

for sga'g“"and among them was a :harp, vedged

< /
was marked op it as the highest price. When he was asked about

it, the Deti_l replied that it was the most valuable tc%‘}_; it was

tho<vet§_~ot; of ingratitudc} With that he went on to explain
\.‘ T ~ 7

how he could eagily break into the minds an n and

We can all do very well without

make a mess of their lives.
/

the attitude of ingratitude.

Kve@is gladened by

3 Gratitude is like love--it never fails.

atitude for it confirms our

faith in Him. While
——UTe

the vision of God and Jesus Christ is belief for our attitude,

|

it is our responee to His 5:55’ a8 well as our salvation to the

love of God in Christ Jes + By His grace, we'

are what we are, for better and not for wvorse.

o -

Our grntitude sbould alno cbaund ut the gatitude SE EE

cross> He cures and clenn!e: us and wve need to thank him. Thin}

on thepe things Paul tells us, who was himgelf a master thinker.

Out beyond that--these things ab beneath, and in his he
J_‘Qﬁ"*---?'"f

‘

telephones. ele_:s}_r_&ity, and r___i_.gg_nnz_thi.c lady lived.
st T /(1
said that he knocked on the door and 1t. toox iss Fannie

Radeliff ittle while to answer the door,, ©GOhe walked on a

d as she opened

erutch because of arthritis; but her face
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the door and invited him intc the o;d-fgi_x__inned Erlor. She

started a n the fireplace and soon they were talking about
Thanksgiving. Miss/ Fanmnie mentioned onn..thiné for which she

vas thankful. The preacher tells us that he n&ni forgot what

that was. He said that he had heard about a lot of things

before and since, but it brightened his life when she sai

anm t.ho.nkml t‘or a thankful heart.' ?
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Remenber these 'ﬁ’iessin s were given. }
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As we celebrate the goodness of God, remember that the

things which belong to our circumstances are given' to us. We
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01 house farevell, logked the dopr; and
————— .
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a refl person--his Sunday Schoocl &lﬁg"a his superi

boyhood days. Be.felt that he had missed them. . l‘rﬂ‘hhe Moom

he went to ﬁ@gd there where he had vqrbed um many

cditorials heé knew that when he valked out of that room he said

He said that in the living 7

good-bye .to ,wlinM‘Wan-
room he knelt on the bare floor ,gnd"thw_for;m1h had

been pleaged to do fo_r_‘_me?with wme, and through me as _ll:l.n

gservint.

him and his in that house, and -thwmuw and

all that he had to Him and asked ¥im to chooseshis pa.?l and

He thanked Him for th b_less_ingg Fe had sent to

order his steps to make his life in the future more fruitful
and be to His élow.‘ Then he rose from his knees and bid the
was_gone.  These
moments he would never forget for in them he had seen the life
thi to b,

as he had lived it. There were

were many blessings through which to be th_% EM The memories

of many Jjoys which had been shared together. There is an evil

prophesy of the future of that soul for the earthly home
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but there
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wgld'l standards as he lifts us, praises and with thanksgiving

even'in: Jelds @_ﬂgwnm _The church today

suffers mightly for the lack of men and women who are willing

In everything," Paul
urges us, "give thanks for this is the will of God."

' éharscter, and the wi
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, to arise and give thanks for all things.
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/a In the last place I come to discuss with you the great

1
truth if we are to celebrate the ﬁoodness of 622‘_% m& i“
) n

geriously.

Blessings are serious.

’ 'é

8 are nt., You judge yourself by what period

o Blessi

you set vhen you count your blessings. Do you count your bless-

» S

ings in the material thi nly? Do you count your blessings

in the things that are essential to yourself or as & child of
y.-te —

God?

We take our blessings seriously when we accept them a8 e

M We also pass JW!; and use them

only for self and we become like a parasite. We need to accept

’ 7.4
these as imteeshiéi?aa something that we can share with

dthers. We can take our blessings and help oth%;p, to receive

blessings and to transfer these_nmg_tg_hg'{qn. Thus

if we take our blessings seriously, we will share them with

.

other people. We can say, "Thanks be to God who in Christ
_—————7

alvays leads us in truimphant vays and through us speeads the
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knowledge of him everywvhere.' Years ag

a storm at sea. A young college student n
managed to save 17 of the drowning passengers.
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vl
him, he kept repeating, "Didll do my best?" "Do you think I

did my bestt" This is a true ;tgrt'yl

Around M?ears.later, the great evangelic m} |

vas telling this story to a large audience in Los Angeles. Some-
—_—————————r

one called out, "Dr. Tory, the man you gg talking about is here
today," 'Wom derful " replied Dr, Tory: "won't you please come
to the platformy” Amid the loud spplause, Fdwerd Spencer, now

an old, white haired man cane slovly forward.

After talking to this hgggwtﬂ.

Dr. Tory asked him, "Is there anything outstanding thet you

remember about thiW?" "Yes," replied Spepcer sadly,

~
"I remember this. That out_of the 1T people I saved ,égt one

————
that is the case and

1 wonder in your hear el

Will you not try to be thankful? vgﬁ). ourself if you are as

thankful as you should be?! Are you thankful e_wh? Are you
thankful enough to God for after:all, He saved you? A 6reacher>

'-.l;;r?t as moving in 1891, Decem .
. ' Naoe sty pron - roneW

He had lived there for many

As they carried
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by the e of

lived in RAleigh, Forth Carclina,

Hle had struggled with desperate circumstances,
r

In
many years.

' not_go until he had-takWng&}:in. Memories floode

that ecity, all of his childrep had grown up, some-af them had

digd, and he had many, many experiences which he could never

e

forget. Upon moving that last day in the Year, all of his

furniture had been taken away and the house was empty. His wife

and baby were the only ones left and they had gone to the_train
—
and departed for a new hame in the city of Horfolk, Virginia.

In a few moments he said that he had to follow them, but he coul

his 'mind=-the ties of the years and the residents were rulling

at my heart; he tm_mmum.x’nly. Ho other family

had occupied the hou}e’ for 'they had built it and put their many

hopes into it. He went into W&L-there were no unhappy

recollections of the days which were past; there had been many

happy gatherings. He went into the ﬂlnig)rocm vhere so many

del&ghtful associations with friends axlq_ family had been held;
then to theéMhere there most of the family had stood

face to face with eternity, FHe remembered so well when for

hours he had expected every moment to be his last. He thought
of going into the presence of thé Judge of all the earth and
P A

seeing Jesus, the aggels, and the city of God. He thought of the

W\mo had gone before;inp and whom he vas exvecting to

meet there. When he began to recover and realize that most likely

his tinme to go had not come, there was real Joy at the thought
of getting well again. There was also a sense of 1ogs in not
meeting with the loved ones who had gone on so long ago. As he

LA
Y, there weme quh_?oxrui#

thought of the faces




