Military chaplain
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Continental Army Wwas formed,
George astﬁngtonmadeadeclara-
ﬁonthathasshapedthenﬁlitaryever

the Continental Congress near the
start of the Revolutionary War.
The US. military chaplaincy
nnrkedzsomonlulyw:«:sthe
national military marked its own
osoth anniversary in June. Across
theglobe,thousandsofclergyinuni-
form continue to provide counsel
and care to military members of a

rangeoffaithsornofaith

“In times of peace and war, our
dxap]ainshaveheld fast as beacons
of hope and resilience for our troops,
whether enduring the brutal winter

warfare in World War I,
storming the beaches of Normandy
duringWorldWarIl,mardlh'Agthe
frozen mountains during the Korean
War, slogging through the rice pad-
dies andjlmg\ebattleﬁelds of Viet-
nam or traveling the bomb-filled
roads of Iraq and istan,” said
retired Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) Doug
Carver,aformerArmychiefofchap-
]amsinchargmftheSoutha'nBap-
tist Convention’s chaplaincy minis-

tries, at the denomination’s June an-
nual meeting in Dallas.

A month later at the annual ses-
sion of the Progressive National Bap-
tist Convention in Chicago, Navy

Chaplain J.M. Smith, the grandson of

a former PNBC president, stood be-
fore delegates and described his just-
tour as a Marine Corps
command chaplain in Okinawa, Ja-
pan,andhisplanstoreporttoaship
in Norfolk, Va., to begin a tour of Eu-
mpeandtheNﬁddleEastandbepro-
moted to lieutenant commander.
“My team and I have mini
to thousands of Marines, sailors, ci-
vilians and Japanese,” he said. “We
increased our chapel’s membership
from eight to 100. We incorporated
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cy’s 250 years as ‘heacons of hope’
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Capt. David Thames, 2 Navy chaplain, confirms plans to assign

chaplains permanently

to Navy support surface ships in 2023.
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spiritual readiness into our
base’s core curriculum.”

‘A safe place’

Chaplains serve in hospi-
tals, hospices and manufac-
turing plants, and while chap-
laincy researchers see com-
monalities among them, there
are also key differences in the
military. All are involved in
gaining the trust of people
who arein their particular mi-
lieu, enabling them to think
and sometimes pray through
their times of greatest need
and day-to-day struggles.

An example of both the
danger and the dedication of
military service chaplaincy is
the 1943 death of four chap-
lains — two Protestant, one
Catholic and one Jewish —
who helped save some of
those aboard a World War II
ship, turning over their life
jackets and praying and sing-
ing hymns before it sank. All
four were trained at Harvard
University, then the site of the
Army’s chaplain training
school, during a two-year
wartime period.

“It was a real defining mo-
ment,” said retired Gen. Steve
Schaick, who served as Air
Force chief of chaplains from
2018 to 2021, and in the same
role for the Space Force from
2019 to 2021 “The stories that
came from that really kind of
highlighted chaplains at their
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Navy Chaplain Lt. Cmdr. Ben Garrett performs the sacrament of the Eucharist
in the chapel of the USS Bataan at Norfolk Naval Station in 2023. :

best.”

The Army’s chaplaincy
corps also includes religious
affairs specialists and reli-
gious education directors.
Some service members pro-
vide armed protection to un-
armed chaplains'and set up
worship spaces in on-base
chapels or makeshift altars on
truck hoods in the field. For
example, Berry Gordy, who
later founded Motown: Re-
cords, served as a private in
the Korean War and played,a
portable organ and was
known as a chaplainassistant,
notes “ Sacred Duty,” a new
comic book posted on the Ar-
my’s website to mark theanni-

versary.
While 218 chaplains served
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in the Revolutionary War, 9,17
chaplains served in World
War 11, according to the Ar-
my. Currently, the Army has
1,500 chaplains on active duty.
The Navy Chaplain Corps,
which began on Nov. 18, 1775,
had 24 chaplains during the
Civil War; 203 by the end of
World War ;1,158 at its height
in 1990; and currently has 898
on active duty, according to
the Navy.

Chaplain Margaret Kib-
ben, acting chaplain of the
House of Representatives and
former chief of chaplains of

\‘\theNavy—theﬁrstwomanin

‘that role — said the isolation
d the immediacy of ethical
isions faced by military
\ as well as a high

level of confidentially, can
make the work of military
chaplaincy teams different
from other settings where
chaplains work.

“It's the one place that peo-
ple can go where there’s essen-
tially a sanctuary around
them, wherever they find
themselves, a safe place to
have somebody to talk to
about a whole host of issues,”
she said, adding that topics
can include anything from
supporting their families to
handling combat responsibili-
ties. “How do you deal with
those issues in a place where
you're not going to look stu-
pid, you're not going to look
weak or unreliable because
you have these doubts and

-

you have these concerns — to
have a place that you can go to
ensure that you can get that off

private conversa-
tions often are not faith-filled,
added Kibben, reflecting on
her military career that began

30 years later, was that many
service members have never
learned the language of faith,”
she said, citing terms like con-
fession and forgiveness. “Soas
a chaplain, we had to figure
out our way around the lack
of a lexicon of faith. How do
you speak about grace to
someone who doesn't have a

Another change, sparked
by the efforts of Julie Moore,
the wife of a military officer
who served in the Vietnam
War, was the Army’s method
for notifying the next of kin
when a soldier died. Soon af-
ter a 1960s battle in that war, a
chaplain and a uniformed offi-
cer began teaming up fo
knock on families’ doors; pri-
or to that time, the news ar-
rived in a telegram delivered
by a cab driver.

Free exercise

Karen Diefendorf, a two-
time Army chaplain and a
board member of the US. Ar-
my Chaplain Corps Regimen-
tal Association, which sup-
ports chaplains and their fam-
ilies, said the primary goal for
chaplains is “to provide for the
free exercise rights of every

soldier, sailor, airman, Ivia-
rine, Coast Guardsman.”

“I had soldiers who were
practitioners of Wiccan faith,
and my job is not to say to
them, ‘Hey, wouldn't you like
to love Jesus?” she said, recall-
ing how sheassisted a Wiccan
Army member serving in Ko-
rea. “My job was to help that
young soldier find where his
particular group of folks met
and where he could practice

faith.

Schaick recalled being de-
ployed overseas in the Air
Force when a new i
joined his staff. On arrival, the
rabbi described Mmself§s

and secondarilyar
order of priorities that Schaick
said applies to chaplains to
this day, regardless of their
faith perspective.

“The longer you serve in
the chaplaincy, 1 think the
closer you get to really believ-
ing that — and therefore, reli-
gious affiliation becomes sec-
ondary;” he said. “It's How're
you doing today?’ and Td love
to hear what's on your heart’
and ‘How can I be able to help
you today? Those kind of
questions, quite frankly, are
impervious to religious dis-
tinctions.” ;

sociated Press relg

dowment Inc. The AP is solely
responsible for this content.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2

