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"CHOKED CHANNELS"
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2 Thess. 3:1-2

for missd ies? There is a moving plea from the

first great missionary "Brethren, pra; for us that the word of the Lord may spread

rapidly and be glorified.'C g%iﬁé?é. 3:1,> He expected intercession to play a part

in his service and he also, needed help opening some closed doors.

There must be praying in detai} qumthg;e out on the field of missionary

service, The veteran missionary gives an echo of what thousands of us should be

doing.

The Eggiggpn might be asked: ~EEZ/ re missionaries dependeg} on the prayers

of Christians, friends, and churches? There are several Aeasons) for you to consider:
wist ien hu 2

Firé , God ig pleased)when we pray for the missionary enterprise. This is His
3 3 "
me;ho%,for worldwide outreach. Jesus taught his followers to "beseech the Lord of

the harvest to send out workers into his harvest." Matt, 9:38.

%econia as members og ihg‘bodiiof Christ, we are dependent on other members.
-

God does not want us to carry on his work independently or in isolation. We are
-—

linked together as a gha{p. ‘

ervice makes prayer essential. Missionaries
stand in the midst of cultured prejudices, superstitions, plus conflicts from the

forces of evil, They face inv%gihle.foes. Therefore, prayer is the spiziggg;_uf;fare.

(Fourth)) the missionary is human Jand will be subject to testing. Prayer will

sustain him., He is often lonelé and unfamiliar with the language in his place of

service. Segifigigp from hqgg_and loved ones. The adjustment to ciifizis_conditions.
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His situation is never normal. Hence, the support of prayer can assist in these

pressures,

Wbecause often the g iﬁﬂaa ii in a‘minorit;iand the

task he has assigned him is more than one person can accomplish. They need prayer

re-inforcements from the homebase.

""Because you prayed -

God touched our weary bodies with His power
gAnd gave us strength for many a trying hour
In which we might have faltered, had not you,

' Our intercessors, faithful been and true."

--Charles B. Bowser

Sél%tﬁi hihould pray for our missionaries because‘Satﬁ bi'tterlx ogggﬁ

Christ's ambassadors. Through the years missionaries have found physical hards&ips,

dan/gers, diyase, attacks from savage people, mental and emotional tensions,

@- Paul says pray 'that wg\gx_/be delivered from perverse and evil men,

for not all have faith,"
-

Not all have faith -- what an Wnt. The vast majority do not

have faith -- at least true faith.

Mr. Sarath, a Christia j@p Ceylon said, everytime I do work for
missionaries "either a mac}x)x?breaks down, one of my wﬂ’@? gets sick, or

something else goes wrong in the shop. I can fill other orders without difficult
\_—-/;._ﬁ N\ 2 -.__..-——-—7 y’
but every time I start to work on Christian tracks, things go wrong. Accidents,

and breakdowns ocurred with unexplainable frequency whenever there is work on



evangelistic literature.

-~ qy\ do we find so man s when it comes to prayipg for

nsnumes’

et >
. v"‘ @«as making a brief tour of the colleges of m i One

morning walking over to the hotel to take breakfast with some of the boys, he asked

very quietly of one, "Wﬁ;?"

The young a;n turned very quickly and looked at him with surprise and said:

"Well, I'm a member of the church, @-- I don't believe I'm vemch of a
o T e Syt it ﬂ

Christian."

(/ﬁ‘Not\ very m&‘is ®looking at a large fiqld through a knotr hga in a

fence. You can see a little.
.

W are members of the church without real power in their
N ~ -

lives. Often I meet officers of the church who are frank to say, I'm a church

mepber, I hold such and such an office,(b:t\gl_am not much of a Christian.
~J. 7

This speaks of a h'un : unsat/is7fied heart.

s Teply, bbbl

2/3 of these men are nghkess of the chygh, and half-laughing added -- '"But you know sir,
TR a5 2

as well as I do, that 1f of them are Christians worth counting."
RS o T ErEm————

Let me ask you,(isithis ihe conditions of affairs in this country?

Is there.a diMbetween being members of a church on the one hand,

and on the other, living lives that count for Jesus seven days a week!
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Let me pose a question for you --@a n’nd of Christian are you? What

kind are you, do you know, because it makes sugh a difference.

-, .Mthat the world should be won -

though we must have men of God teaﬂ;ing, prgxching -- but by ke

the@of Jesus , and telling with lips earnestly, tactfully, and

even more telling with his life. Men must live the story of his love and power among

¢ who knows

men.

(4
- (Do)you kno @- ind of Christian you are? There are at leascillg_g_g‘

7 "

that know.

/ Mie knows. While we gather statistics, Satan has exact information.
e

He is the ablest, second to none, keeps careful records of every one of us, He knows

when we interfere with his plans.

He knows that some goggﬁgge_gmb;g people neither help God nor hinder Satan.

Does that sound rather hard?

But is it not true. He does not object to you being counted in as a Christian

inside the church circle. He knows what kind of a Christian you are. Do you know?

(/ W- they know. Many of them are poozly informed

regarding the Christian life, hungry for something they do not have, and have a
N

vaglxi—i_fd__e_a#of what the Christian life should be.

'I'hw to find what they thought we had and so often are

d@o’i_n_t%i that our ideals and our life, is so much like others who profess nothing.

They look for one who is controlled by peace and the Spirit that makes people

y
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different. The world is tired, hungry, and critical of sham. The world knows what

kind of Christians we are. Do you know?

// ‘éiai the‘ Lord Jesus2 He is watching us today with intense interest.

Sitting up in mwith the scar-marks of earth on his form looking down the
———r

crucified one - He knows.

T Gkl 7 24 525 iy -d1ed T, Who

bears my name, {1f 3 had control of that life what power I would gladly breathe in

and out of it 6Mo ab/yed in other things.
—
The(éaétii és thinkinﬁ ihﬂii “u, studying your life, lﬁﬁﬂg to carry out

his plan if he-could only Wsion. He is sorely disappointed in many of us,

He kn/ow. Do you know?

Wé M has somd@pbictorial illustrations e gives light upon those

whoohave power and those @ have not,

o e ——

The man who came to Jesus by night. .‘ was deeply impressed by the

Preacher of Galilee.

Wanted to find more out about him - @ot)expose himself to criticism of

influential friends.

On the s at night --@M@e here. Could I see him.

Conversation.

@m_m;d.mmd all he said.
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Must have loved g'n -- after cruel crucifixion. He bringd box )of precious
spices, hundred pounds. Worth large sum of money -- to @e dead body -
—
must have loved him.

Special ewi enate in Jerusalem,

Pu;rpose) Determine how to silence.a Jesus, to get rid of him.

( §_present - a member of that body. Listening while Jesus, his

friend, is being discussed. By force plotted.

W of Jesus to do_under such circumstances? I
S O L

wonder what for and I would have done?

d ~- evening with him, he is the promised Messiah, I

have accepted him as such.

( Did‘ihe say that? That would have been the simple truth.

But, such a remark would have brought a storm,
_ He puts it -- "Hmm - does our law ju without giving him a fair hearing?"
ST T—

That sounds—fair - and feeble.

W might have said "We you? Do you come from Galilee.
—— t‘%

Look and see, no prophet comes out of Galilee.

Nicodemus shrinks back - He loved _Jesus but he had na nger for him, Cowardice?

C—

He was so afraid of what they would think. 1Is that the sort of Christin you are?
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Wt and told anether Pharisee, I spent in' :

eveni.ig with him. He is the long looked for leader. I hﬂi giiided to give him
— _—

oy wi ﬂlem° ce. W it might have made in his life.

Powerless)because Is that the kind you are?

Jesus suffered much from those tﬂd, cowardly Disciples -

John 3:1, 7:50, 12:42, 9:22, 19:38-39.

bt 1 Gokatlaai i,
Q 525 man_laying dead in a cave.

Here stands Jesus -- Discigles, Maxya, Magy Vlllgers.
3201ce r= "Lazarus c%me forth." Speaking to dead man.

“ P’ 77 Dead came foiih gound apd and f}pt with grave clothes. His t}e bound

about with a napkin.

Look - He steps from the tomb@{ Abundant life @o d hand, foot, and face!
7 W PN Py

Wd neither@al_l;_; ork, or @

e i °f 1% G~ They are Christians, but so(Gedp with

the grave clothes of the old life that there can be no power of abundant life or service.

<&—% AL like thii? Is that the reason you have so little power with God and

for God?

M’Fié{some personal habit, of yours. Secﬁ{some
— & / 2 &
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: . .L/ ?
so&ie_t_y_;n-ﬂlidl you practice, Th?d, some businessgnethod you use. F
some old endship in the old life is hindering your Christian life., It may be some
on you belong too or something that goes into your mouth.

W‘c -- you may be sure there is something.

Du% your usefulness, No more power than a dead man.

@a_uith something questionable or out righ_t_ly_\ix_'grlg.'

I do not know, but‘know, the - world knows, subt
- - TR &7 .
ol lage

Do _zgg,_kno@ that describes you? Are there choWs in your life?

11 7 = Feast of Tabernacles.

&m is Jesus' ideal of what a Christian should be? i ta

what a Christian should be -- fw What he expects,
Feast of Tabeaﬁiig - multitudes - people lived seven days in lea.fx_g@

made of branches from trees.
e e STy

Last dav o ¥ people, in one of Temple areas, Pw’ - Rourinﬁ %ter out

of large jars, to symbolize the outpouring of theéoly Spiri'tf on the nation. Just
< )//J’

then --

{)

peaks "If any man thirst let him come unto me and drink; he that believeth

on me, as the Scripture saith, out of his belly shall flow rivers of liggg water,"

— ———— T
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- th last word, full of meaning, Jesus ideal for every Christian.
@v— essential of life.

@ of water, suffering, sickness, death.
water means life.

@-- people cluster about the water courses -- rivers, seashore, lakes.

Those people think no valley exceeds it in beauty and fruitfulness,

<

made by swift waters.
Tesush = vapiiagiugics - Tivers!

rd Nile, Rhine, Mississippi, North West, and James,
CRlbsialialordzn Nile, Rhing o rth an

"Rivers of living water'S$- wate;/o_f._life as clear as crystal. Ezekiel's
Shod 3 R SR D e

river constantly increased in depth and everywhere it went there was healing, beauty,

food, continued harvest the year round.

Phrase -- '"Ou ''" -~ not into.

Every @that turns in, means a ¢ Many a man's life is the

coastline of a dead sea.

"Out of'" is the master's thought. The sn;e_a_mMg;?in, flow through and

flow out.

Must be a W

Before it can flow out - it must fill up.

Out flow means oviy-- must be flooding iiside. The overflow is from

fulness within.
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»f'0 Lord we can't hold much, but we can overflow lots."
e = o

That is thought of the master. Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

For Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the time of Harwa

Z =

When there was a flood in the river, thwn the land.

Harvest of the i e Spirit)- loye, joy, pe}ce, long-suffering, hap'est
2 -
of souls?
Sgofyou sa;‘mf a harvest, your heart may say (m%al__a.u

Is it hard to tell why?/ A flooding of the heart always brings a harvest,
Rom, 5:5,

Everywhere the blood goes there is life.

Everywhere the i:aie_;g_go?there is life,

( Are zyou a chgni”

(2‘ wish I %gﬁd iﬁ suWe, but certainly it is qgi for me, You don't know

me, tMms sweep me off my feet,

g

0@ are the one the master has in mind. What Jesus did for sinners in the

Bible he can do for you. Wew, }?ds, f?, fy, some sin, some

compromise,
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———CLOGGED CHANNEL

E——— (‘;_b,\ little town. RMW clear sweet water - supply of

water year around. One morning, thmed the water spigots but no water!

Examined lake - full as ever. PW or/%ks. No cause for stopgaﬁe. People

moved.

Officials rece@» ‘Ef you will pull the plug out of the pipe about
eWnches from the top - you'll ge&& the water you w

They found the plug placed there by a tramﬁ.I

LaWan be held back by small plug. Out came the plug, down came

—

the water.

up_vyonder i and overflowing with c/w“, weet, life-giving water.
‘ Yerfloving with claan, sgeet, lifesghuns

L Atound earth is cracked open, dry, and thirsty.
\ 7 L ’ i

then do not the refreshing waters come rushing down?

T

N
- Answer There is aWe. Something in us cloE“’nE up the

channel.

-

Nothh.

What can we do? It's harder than we want to do -- pull out the plug -- get

the thing that you know is hindering.

QMM Jesus, Ghow/m ere is in my life that is displeasing to Thee; what



n our lives up to marvelous blessings undreamed of, prayer for

will become a must.




