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ey will soon be void of conscience.
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@ a person hout rules and without consciences Suppose we abolish
=TT
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the rules of the game of basketball Do away with the boun _g;x_)gllne as to whether
M o A

or not the ball was in play or not. Have no definition for size or height of the

s

basket: No definite nu of players on ei.-i:ﬁ'er side. No fouls and no referees.

asket: mber of play il o 2oy no xelexs

i tt ith the ball, or trip another laver, or tackle someone while
you want to run with the ball, {/9 play _\,\ ekl

he is trying to shoot a basket. All of this would be permitted because there would

be no rules. Could such a game be played. It would be a éld r10t>

Then I want to suggest to you today that we;gbolish conscier;’_c’g and do away
with all of the signs and the ggi__c;es that we have, we would certainly know that it
ol ==~

would not be beneficial for us very long. Even though we have become mature, some

- cannot police themselves without having to be policed by others.
.
We look to the New Testamentf in which the word conscience is found and will serve

for our theme abou/sz times,/ Conscience is that which som/uen mocl;/ at, And saying,
if we could know the truth. There are men today who would rather disobey the dictates

of their conscience.

o
) though the dungeon, the scourge, the

. 1/
executioner, the absent, the guilty-mind can apply the goad and scorch with blows.
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We find that such men as Rucretiusi
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Juvenal(said) the sight of a glittering sword hanging by a hair over the flushed
[ ST e = 7 A ﬂ
neck of the youtg’is less terrible than the individual conscience of the guilty.

177 e gl
A clgar conscience is a coat of mail. bww’i;ﬂqu(/ 2?2\§J7Mf%aq

A healthx conscience is like a wall of brass.

A ﬂuiet gggscience sleeps in_thunder, 'YT{

'I'hef conscience has beenWy philosophers, poets, and all great

leaders. Even Shg&ggphere had something to say about the dread of something after
death., The undiscovered country, from whose bound no traveler would turn. Thus, he

says, conscience makes<£§£é£§3>0£“u§_all.
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e - the struggles of conscience.
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Man's most faithful friend ?j?r' }ﬁ;?’
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How canst thou comfort

But if he will by friendly checks will go

Thou art oh, whoe for me

lHis deadliest foe.




Trust that man in nothing who has not a conscience in everything.

2

) 1abored to keep alive in your breast that little spark of
' e —

celestial fire called conscience.
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Byron/ yet still there whispers the small voice within, Heard through g;ai_ns,
RS —_— a

si.lence, and/or glories den. Whatever creed be taught or land be trod, man's

conscience is the oracle of God.

I. CONSCIENCE - AN IMPORTANT POWER

At the outset of our message, we need to see that here is something that has

such power and value in rlg_t conduct for the journey of life, We must remember
t]lS a Judge. ‘g can_be_if_gzlal:_e,r_llgg,p for theéru anagement, t) of

the journey of 11fe, than that we should early learn to follo and

exercise to(keeﬁ)a conscienceof offense toward Egd and toward man.
= \

Certainly we need to remember this. We can have (no bette? 5% gg in this than
(Paul‘: have made/égat mis;%}ées/on many occasions, and been a part of great

crimes. Whatever he did, whatever he said, no man can read his life and his words
without feeling. That whether his conscience was uninstructed, whether it was

distorted, at least Paul obeyed it.

Paul, in hi%arly day/s/, obeyed his conscience and he/went wrong. In his latter
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days he turned it over and let God instruct him and he stayed on a road that had

value to it.

then is conscience. What is the_yalue. And -art does it play i
iifg, How much heed ought we to pay to it. These are some(qéestloﬁg that I hope

we will not postpone for a more convenient season, For in the Bible we find that

conscience brings inspiration in the New Testament - it bears witness. giVes

testimony. It produces action for things done for conscience sake. In thi E 3
———

\
Aegstament 4 conscience is {described as good} As éid of offen}&. As pu}e as toward

Go%) But conscience is also described in the New Testament, ég se;;ed or more
literally branded with a hot erE:) As(?eﬁ}le%)as evil, and finally, the New Testament

declares that a persons conscience éan be c1eansed>

There is cle definition of conscience as such in the Bible or in the 0ld
Testament. But we do find that there is something in this word of conscience. That
comes to us - even though it is not obeyed. In modern times, people try to do away
with conscience. Even Christians in the church. Sometimes we say, we ought to let

our motives, our impulses guide us. That conscience should not have a place.

Another side is, we forget about the consequences, that take place when conscience

y 4«% W
II. CERTAIN FACTS ABOUT CONSCIENCE z;%;kﬂﬁf}7L4—LQ”1%;

is disobeyed, and abused.

———
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V/ Now thﬁﬁ is,;&?h

me when Johnn
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this. That conscience is that which gives a man a

I think no man

(et T T A oy

feellng and a sense of being in the presence of ggg who is hi E er /than himself.

Conscience is that which brings us into the Bresence of %& We are ._LH’lg

judged merely by(Eurselvég,- but we are being judged anoth%:) We have a sense

of duty. We know that we ought to follow this and avoid some other action., And

here is a )that comes to ug whom we are indebted. Who has all authority.

No wondercgaulzsaid, my brothers, toigeep a conscience void of offense tow?ff_EEéEL

He recognized that there is a voice of authority within. Which speaks to us. And

this is the voice of God.

However, some people get this confused as the

conscience was. And she bravely replied, it is something inside of me, that tells
- —_— g Lo

g of conscience that 15(;ommo€> . very common and very

useful in many lives today. There are many people however who base their moral

‘,,ng‘ln somebogg glsg. Did you ever notice
how 1t is"to 511: around and@_f‘mbrt somebod Y. Some individual,

standards on what they think 1{11

Now Paul said,@a;o_t.bm-s, your conscience x%;l of offense, toward Ggg.

This is one of the certain facts that conscience has to do with a presence.

Our'w0-'_f _i A" is almost a translation from a Latin word - conscientia
—E—

TheC

and perfectly'justified.

is the question that comes. So the person mlght say well, conscience is a knowledge
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of social connotation. Which we share ideas as a community. Well, no, that is
really not it. We do have a conscience that serves with our city, our community.

But what the suggestion of the word is here -- that conscience is a presence. Paul

e —

il T
said we are to keep that part void. In that sense. (That @od is ;mmim‘@_)ﬁ
”{. T~ — S Al " —. ]
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\\Second, personal /%;}ns is another fact and characteristic about conscience.

It=is a personal It concerns itself with the(de RESL Jthings Mg@%

It stands as a living witness to :B%W'B;‘ Now,

from mistak%; or failures. That may be according to o%or ngi{,g,,i,g;}g But it

finds no fault with me if I do not achieve a stanza of poetry, or an expression in

a musical phrase. Or get the exact color in a sunset that I am painting., But

conscience is something that @oes/

with what is righgémd what is wrong.."I In the inner-

this is a terrible and a real t. Now men may have various theories on the existence

d oggose ;,;i they may try to W@_J cannot
_ens,%/anymor?/ than they can get rid of themselves. It_ls,gw%s

fact. It witnesses to the character of cggguct, in the inner life. Being personal

then, in the inner Lgcasses of my life, it is natural that conscience should deal

material, as well as everything that

space and time, but my conscience concerns itself with things within time.

imes,‘conscience w in %lo%voi_ce. Sometimes it speaks in a/}oug voice,

Sometimes it brings :‘;étﬂof fear. Sometimes it startles us for a moment as it

goes beyond the veil. Right where we are living.




though it may have to speak, very quickly. And though

we dismiss it, and the veredict of conscience with anger, and though we are in a

noisy meeting, conscience will be swift and sure as a figsh of lightning.
poi g e G Sl b o

felt there. It is constant effort in fallen human nature, to deceive us, ourselves

- into imagining if an act or a motive is over and done with - and ended, especially

we can dismis

R T b A b

rom our memory.

This is of cour ;Eggsaih;gA For although our lives are conditioned by time,

we, ourselves, are creatures of eternity. And being such motives and actions which
-
really are expressions, what I am insisting on is -- conscience is personal, It
may not be possible for it at any moment to keep before us the exact value or serious-

ness of our actions or motives in the past.

But like a severe and watchful foe, it bides and bids its time at an unexpected

es, it iﬁéﬁﬁéaﬂb it comes to that self-deceiving

imagination, and we see real character of what has been.

moment it lights a light.

This, my friend,éég;;;)conscience,égmetimes intolerablg{— does it not. But revealing
revelations. Sooner or later there is within us the terrible power. The Proverbs say
that conscience makes cowards of us all. It is an expression that is widely experienced

by the human family.




es) with the (Qasty p, and tm‘_'fe_l,_s__,b°1d£¥,“£ﬁ§»g‘$£‘f.

like a full runner in the path of life's journey. It sends us reports to

guide us in our conduct.

dian .angel, It seems to imagine what

@g&& it speaks something like a

our conduct may possible be. And what our motives may be in the field of the future.

Whether we will or not.

that(we Yhav onstantl th us, Between which

we are to choose,

\/- 'y
First, Ao as we like

1

Therefore consc1ence be pe::'scmalI the knowledge we receive from the conscience,

mt.:.l!-\

that conscience is an activity of a human spirit, in the moral realm. And conscience

that is within the soul of man that odness and Godliness, which reveals

N
badness, as badness. And conscienc‘ things by their right names, Conscience
O ————

will a lie a lie/ Conscience (Cg

ing the untrue thing.

But it will trouble him. It cannot prevent him saying it - but it can prevent him
W —-——"""—-___V‘ v

thinking it. No liar escapes that voice. He can become so accustomed to it as to
laugh at it. The terror of conscience which has to speak and to give heed to

individuals,
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=3 Thlrd\ recious fact %&Iow I have commented on the pﬁ%' and the per nal
SRR s
aspect. Now let us come to something of the @1‘8010115 51‘%) or the @g&é&@

of this text. Now, I would not have you forget that there is a/bxi, side to this.

The Scripture knows this. And the Scripture reveals to us that it is q‘éolid blessing

@J speaks, beloved,

nﬁ;de&ae toward Gmh It is to that, our blessed Lord, said--whosoever

as founded upon a rock.

/MM WJMQ%VO /Mrﬁg

egglfg‘_gq strgug;z to always have a cons-c1encef' offense.

'Jl
WAoner
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No wonderﬁ'a

So we have a teaching here, that the b,p_f..',,.,gpjﬂgx_ il conscience are (terrible:

And more terrible than acute bodily pain. So the comfort of a good conscience is

a source of the purest and the most lasting joy.

It is not a matter of mere feeling. It is an up-right nature. It becomes
stronger and increases with the years, in proportion to its sincerity and reality,

and continuance to our obedience.

been said and truly said, that there is no example that we know of in this matter

more thoroughly than St. Paul himself.

| )said, I kegg my_be bo@x_ ggg };;;rlmgk it undex. subjection. Lest that any

means when I ha S reached to others, , myself, should be a cast a way.
L S il s ik Sy et
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Again, he says(:;;&gggﬂgg;hlnn .against. EXéﬁég Yet, am I not hereby justified,

And again, some years later, speaking to the Phll;' 1z 7J‘E!ﬁw Jow after if that I

may,_apprehend, which also I am apprehended of Chrlst Jesus. I count not myself to

have apprehended, but this one thing that I do, forgetting those things which are

behind and reaching forth toward those things that are before, I press. i toward the

mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,

':a\-;im' to. Timothy, .. That he said,m

l, the time of my departure is at hand, I have fought a good fight.

And it is ever so in Paul's life as he

And from his he gave this glorious assurance, And think of the wonderful
conviction when he said, (keep)the conscience void of offense, Be careful that it
v

be not instructed.

And I think Paul was saying, that for that

us a testimony of a good consc1egce,'

t2£ﬁ§29§_3§41£§ifthI servag;." Eﬁter into the joy of Thy Lord. And so by this fact,
it is witnessed that conscience is going to have something to say when the soul first
begins to sin. It is the severe judgement and it'gives heavy penalty and sentence.

And when the soul is being brought to trial, after sin becomes habitual, there will be

a judgement,

Friends, conscience is unable to do everything that it ought to do, in the way

of punishment if it stood alone. But brethren, conscience does not stand alone.
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It's whole case points to the future, Wast that there be a future - there the
law of righteousness shall be vindicated. We will find that conscience will have

its day.

v
III. CARE OF CONSCIENCE

Now we have said, something about the @e of consciﬁce. We have said
something about certain (& that conscigce had to do with the pr}éce, the
pres/af{ce of God. Had to do with a pe/ps/onal aspect. And that it has to do with a

prec}tﬁs fact that a good conscience will bless. Now let us come, to say just a

short things about the of the conscience.
wt R L @ e

/ - First//nstruction..;;[le 9114

says the conscience should be and should receive something of instruction. It is

important for this pumose,@bﬁgmf; lays, to

o
and the force of moral ,3&%%%2&9&;

fggn dead wgg@
2 s ko e e s T =
i ko \-_

the meaning

he.young

It is also important to teach the faith, the truth. Now this is not the easiest

thing in the world. With a clear eye, and a ready mind, that we need to be instructed

- %

in conscience.

I think this is important, because we take a child, naturally, I mean any child.
And that little child born in the slums and the filth, where the street is his only

playground. le will go out with no offense at all - in that sort of environment.



But when we instruct the conscience
of SW. Some opportunity, some duty, some responsibility - and just
/'; a7 [ = ﬂ“M S ‘" £ w

lked to ‘yourself);
W‘ﬂ" i e gt Gl

/¢’ you ever sat.down.in the presence

Oh no, I am not speaking now of that muttering word which is a szﬁ of old age

ereeping on., I am thinking of something that is profound. You think all by yourself.

Then, still alone, yaﬂx ar ue w1th yourself That is conscience., It is you. As but
a o SR T BT N ﬂ

the spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord. And is also, God dealing with you.

And then you say, I do not really see that it is wrong.

I think that is one of the first activities that conscience needs.to be instructed

e

i, @ght and wron«gj’ And later on, when we have stayed the voice, there will come

that conscience witnessing and emphasizing the condemnation of the wrong done.

Without a proper instructed conscience, when

@A am sr_ead about Galilee,

Ri sen from

there was a on_the throne who said.
AU TR0 s :. —I-a--’-r\.- :.,.'.,

t% Now was _f:lf matter with that r_&gr or that man. @that man
did ‘ believe in the resurrection. Did he not. Conscience let him escape from

the wrong that he had done. It never allowed him to dodge the truth, that he and

strong drink had pleased a lustful woman, who had violat nscience.

ered,) had been gonged} kept on. And he hgard theg voice N\and

he said, it is John, whom I have beheaded - risen from the dead.

though it had been

Andrepented, and been redeemed and ransomed - conscience i@f‘
‘\‘_—_-.
Alllng men back?
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Consequently the first human responsibility in this matter is obedience at all

cost.

It is not enough that I shall obey my conscience, {'mgggmgonstagggxl§eghﬂig;

( instruct?kxuggx

maybe seared, defiled, evil. As the Scriptures tell us. Who shall correct it. Not
R et
you, not I, no human being can do it. God alone is able to do it.

, by readjustment of my conscience. Conscience be weakened,
" = : At

There is so many things that we could say about instructing a conscience, Now

or a young person comes in ‘{ e tQ--S_,Cl’L._Ql/

And nggpnéziEXiEEg him, you a{f‘!!?“ And you reply, you will excuse me. I'm not

ot

late, I'm j to the hour. And the sharp reply comes back, yo_u_x_j@ is

WIong.— You need to re-adjust your watch, What do you do that by - Big Ben. Or

by the sun.

to them, or takes other people for a ride so to speak as we find out in the business
world day by day. Your conscience may get out of gear. It may be wrong. And every

man ought to face in this particular hour - your conscience may be misleading you.

It may need re-adjustment. It may need correction.

Prejudice must be denied. Pride must be impossible. Sincerity, all of this needs
to be remitted to the Son of God. It is just as simple as Joshua decided whether he
was going to obey God or whether he was going to listen to the crowd. So conscience

needs instruction,
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j——e Second\‘ appealed.
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e

constantly

ience before you. Paul)

I Acts 23:
e e Sy

a' gqle;fio his conscience in the training of the young today, we need the waking up

of the conscience. The putting it on alert. The teishing it. The exercising it.

7

We need to appeal to it as a rightful power, as authority within,

In our text) says, p@gngqgtgﬁafggug;_in a man,is ;pu§;ienggg And Paul

ainst stumbling stones. We are

collision. With stones or rocks, in the path,

etk DS

W i

to walk free such impact. Free

This is a figure that is most expressive. Iha oS )
conscience is, I have(EE;;a:to walk, he says. And(ngp) be embarrassed by stumbling
2 2loi® 2L TN Bl Saarassec i

blocks of evil done, and good left undone.

I shall no -@ here over a hasty or uncharitable word. And trip over there

over a neglected duty.
V

Nor shall I stumble over an ingqud_soul, Or a corrupt and polluted imagination.
e A
- - = .- V"
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Of course, Paul knew that all of this would be judged. And the conscience must

be kept veid of offense. I know nothing against myself he said,
—_—

3 — Thirdy/ examine // The last thing, and the Jgst duty - the, examination.of your.

AP
conscience. The part that will be witnessed as well as judged, we need to exerﬂ.:/j.se

it, we need to listen to it, we need to be serious about it. Conscience will do little

for us on this journey of life than terrify and condemn us. But conscience can be

a school master and bring us to Christ. And therefore, @need to make a confession.

mmrmnﬁf-'ﬁ-'ﬁ-”p T AR

ve_have an accusing conscien e,(@med_m_mme_and bring that burden of
@fﬁi'lay it at the (feet §f Christ. Let your hearts be sprinkled from
- =~ e 4 —

an evil conscience.

-1 Pete§~§¢;(§3 i‘::z'ou ex@mme Lour, conscience tod : @,
“O'n w1ll be. @pprw:fg_nﬂ well dq‘lng

2. Core-dild. Qne will be cond;mnatmn of wrong-do . John 8:9,

ol ) S, AR

preaching ilg England and the story is a young New England map.who had r hrist
\_7 oy
glked of the building - his

G

and said, tomorrow n1éilt‘,gi,,.mmm;}g_,\Jﬁ,sue.
1S Clence.) wa oubllng_ him. As he walked home in the

brighMM, he ggve"'serious consideration and thought to it and suddenly, he
' Hesald ep.. 0] «J;hiﬂk'

i urrender ny.life @ Jesus right now. With hardly a mgment's hesitation
- he sg‘&gefi‘ ggrosswthe line. And that man became one of the le_aﬁ@%l}n

New England. As examlne your conscience today, perhaps maybe there is some decision
-
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that you need to make. ho cleanses human conscience, He who gave us the
3 L e T --“.'—."_:'Tj‘-_-_::V -
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conscience which is good and pure, and needs to be void of offense. Will come and

make all things right in your life if you will come and take your stand, and step

over the line.
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searchlight exposing his hidden motives.
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