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: \ , "CROOKED PLOUCHING"

Lulke 2:62

Jesué?said some very remarkable things here, and especial

Mo man hax;Ig% put his hand to the plow and looking back 1g fit for the
!
kingdom of God. Jesus did not use %_iiggfe that was heedless. But he used

one which was among the hundreds of figures that he used which had a purpose.

It was carefully chosen. And it emphasized the immediate need. Nis hand to

the plow.

The é‘l‘g_m;yf the kingdom - plowing is heavy work in the toil of the

fields. Sowing the seed is comparitively easy. As a ministry, by the side of

plowing, it is a time of re::_rsgm .x-‘lﬁgmd;--reaping is associated with want and
triumph and 1ight_1;gg;;e‘,&;;;—5. Rut is :Lﬁta;ry. LaWs work. It is
concerned with the disturbance of the common place, The breaking up of the hard
and familar surface. Loosing the soil and exposing the hidden depths. Bringing
— [
it up to the light and the air. The dew, the rain, and the sunshine.
w—— om— " st -

Tt is very hard work. T read about .{_bov)o_n&g_i.n his composition o

That the mule ip@:;ully hackv&grd about gcoing forward.)"‘
S rd

Wow that is a mighty gooddescrigtion of some Beople that I've met. Working

a mule is quite a challenge.

— . a2

get about his parish. Does that mule everw lé;l’:% ﬁg; asked one of the mountaineers

Ije=€ir, replied the pastor. But sometimes he kicks where T recently was

A traveli @
ng in a Southern mounta}?n community made use of the _mule to

o
¥

To put the plow shear into the con_v_gr_t,tj.onal, and to over turn the trat;L"t_ioﬂal,
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in plow work,

Now you may drop seed the wayside, it will do m., B i
you may on the waysi e, it will no harm ut unless it
touches the COW that has been plowed, there will be no help. Dut if it

hits the ground that has been plowed, it will grow and multiply.

N
we hay‘é plo:igglh in the same old field with joy. I think about
S A — 7 e

tonight some of those old fields, the old-fashionéd )mes, the old hymnbook.
a-ﬂ"""?

The oég__g_ly:gé. Many of these places, we've found-3ey.

But plowing in the field may be har rk. It may he the ésturbanc_ - the

up heavial of something. It is very hard to pioneer, to work in a field that has
L m——a = ——

never been touched hefore.

TThen talked to these people about plowing, he was talking to them,

warning them about crooked plowing.

Let us consider two or three here tonight about this subject that will
help us to get the message that he had. M all, the hard crusty i%%g that

must be plowed.

Second, the three plots of Eround Egggggenggg,

Third, the crooked fur;ﬁ;?ﬁ that we make.
Tourth, the faithful W@}&

&



T. THE CRUSTY FIELDS THAT NEED PLOWING
e TE RN B |

Mow none of these men that Jesus talked too really had thought much about what

he was saying, but the early Apostles and others had to put their hands to the plow.

And to wgm&éaw

This plot of ground was 1%&2_2égging_amﬁigld_nf_

to the plow point. TFor scores of generations, there have
o T T e N R s o

raditionalism'

]

brass. It was unreceptive

heen the traditional formalism, of these people. And the Pharisees had hecome as
& ‘—w‘

R

stone. There was no harder field that had to be plowed in the kingdom of God.

Yo plow man ever faced a harder field. And vet the field, was one that he had

to put his plow in. Tle must turn up the sgﬁmﬁqil of its former legalized life. Te

must over turn the prejudices. And he must expose the inner most gg;ruption that

B

was in the depths of their hearts. And then he must come and plant and fertilize

with the redeeming grace of God. What a work that was. The plow man who attempted

it, were to be beaten, abused, mistreated, and put to death, DPut they plowed on.

lot was lacstheticism. le have only to visit Athens to see that

this was the place where the Christian plow man had to try to make some kind of
accomplishments in the face of luxugy and 53%5. At that time, Athens was like a
polished stone and the field that the plow man had to come in - he had to go deep
because there was a deep hunger and a deep thirst. And when the plow man came in,

here were people in this distant ohscure province where life was really astonishing.

/n?@‘-b y
Tt was very much 1ikwho came from the hamlet of Tekoa and put his

plow shear of prophesy and warned the pegple of their luxury. And it astonished.

them. DPut here was a man who was coming with such a voice in plain clothes. To
M

talk to them about their sins.



e of d for the plow.

L

This land was hardeggd and powerful. This was the place of wealth, of poverty,

of pomp., and of viectory.

And ame to E%g that field. Te came along the Appian way. And there
T V »

to make manifest as a free man, and as the guards watched him, he plowed the land.
Te was alert to plow his furrow right on to Tome. And to turn over these places

of wealth and materialism. And qig them for Jesus Christ.

T would submit to you that these three{field;>s£2;;_ggg%,;o be plowed tggax“"‘

And T doubt that mary of us are plowing a very straight furrow. With EEE%;EEEQ,W.

mystic religions, and materialism.

II. THREE PLOTS OF GROUND REPRESENTED

Here we have in this passage OE‘SSr;BEEEE' three pieces of ground that need to
be plowed. And Christ speaks very glaiﬂay here - it is just as vhite ag white,

and black as blagk. And he describtes it as he tallked ahoggﬂ@!ﬂ‘who want to begin

plowing fog H%m,in the kinﬁdoiigj-ggﬂg"And becoming disc

to become disciples of Jesus, They expressed their degire. And Christ expresses

'ies. And they intended

his descent to the propositions of each of these men with a text. Ilo man having

put his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the kingdom of Cod.

HMov of vou were brought up in the countg; and we learned how to plow. Tt

process to a man who has never tried., As he stands looking over

N

the fence and sees the plow glide smoothly through the field. One would think that

all you'd have to do would te to take hold of the handles, and point in the sod, and
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tell the horses to start. But to send the plow at an equal depth of earth, and without
g .

heing stopped by a g;;ggi, and making a clean straight furrow from one end to the other,

requires a good bit of care.
? , T trphirie T e
s, é&&s&j*ﬁk ﬁﬂms% Veysescss
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Many people lost their Eati%nce in the process when they first begin to plow. 1JbAaL P}
@ -
They have been knocked ﬁ;a; by the ngy.handles. Tere is ak z;ﬁho attempts to plow

m
and instead of keeping his eye upon_ the beam, or on the Qg;gg@ugglgipg the plow - he

is loggigg_xhishya; and sometimes that, and back to the end of the field in which he

qii4jfaj?ed. Mow son?Pne W%%%Rf?me and say, mybey, you will never make a plow Bgn

Dwe —1 el -

Lot
in that way. You must keep your eyes upon your york. And look and see what a cpeeked

furrgw vou have been making. ow that was an %ggustratio§>that Christ presents in

order to show the folly of that man who once having started towards Heaven, is turning

this way and that — often looking back to the place in which he started. o man having

put his hand to the plow, looking back is fit for the kingdom of Teaven.

Here is the account of threeipersons}who offered themselves to plow for Jesus

in the kingdom of CGod. And the answer's that Christ gave to each of them. The former

account of this is found in Matt, 19:21,

Here is a man who is extremely forward to follow Christ

— @, ro’;\antic
d{'] immediately.

dovn and counted the cost.

He is very rash, hasty, and inconsiderate. ¥e has not sit
R — amm——"

He makes Christ a very big, lazggmgggmise. Vowf

Jerusalem where he was gozng_to die. e had steadfastly set his face to go there.

Jwas on _his way to

And I believe that means he had resolution. MHe fixed his ezgﬂand he was firm,

lknowing where he was going and what he was going to do. Te was determined to

: 1
fulfill God's task that had keen set for him. Yow here is a man who wants to follow
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him. And this is glorious and wonderful that he wanted to be a part of the kingdom.

And inuykiéz:} Te comes and suddenly on that day, he sees his oggort%a;ty. low
he may have heard_ahout. Jegus before. Me had heard of Christ, no doubt. Tut he

felt like that this was his time. That he ought to follow Christ. Vheresoever theou
w-?

goest.

Yow Christ gives him a necessary bit of caution. Tow not to promise himself

great things in the world. Dut he must count upon poverty. Meanness.

e must count upon setting forth himself in a loy condition - that our Lord
-~ TR I Y,

Jesus was in in the world. TIn Jesus '< answer) V. Jesus said jfoxes hévs holes,

and birds of the air have nests, hut the son of man hath not where to lay his head.

Y
Mow these firm words about the cost of disgipleship must have shocked the man. And
even more, he must have felt the stern determination in the face of Jesus. DPecause

Jesus had submitted to the depths of poverty. He did not even make a dwelling place

for himself nor a house of his owm.

So as proposing this for the consideration of those intending to be his
disciples, we mean to follow Christ - we must lay aside the thoughts of great things
e TR T T
in the world. Ve must reckon oply Neaven for our religion. Ve must resolve to take

up with nothing less.

Let us not go about to compound the profession of Christianity, with secular

advantages, Christ has put them asunder. Vhen we join these things together we

miss the kingdom. Txpect to enter into the kingdom of Heaven, we must deny ourselves,

and take up the cross and follow him.
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Ghristiaa- service 1s @ that it soméﬂ_egﬂgars to b;. The life of a

/may sound Elorious. The idea of working with quaint appreciative

people in exotic lands may sound wonderful. But there is more to that life than

appears in the color slides of the market places, and the bright costumes of the

people. A missionary has to contend withgg;l;b, 122E£$ggss, lifi:Egﬂgands, short

supplies, and diwent. Tt takes a man who is poing to take hold of the

end of the rope and cling to determination to fulfill the missionary call.

Mow let me be very practical and say that the same kind of Christian service,

whether it be vocational or voluntarily rendered is true. The @ to make a
= NE—" LA NG

contribution as a member of the (¢

The cost to make a contribution as a Sunday School fteacher is very demanding.

The cggt’to make a contribution as or a leader in the church is very

demanding.

Ouite frankly,@peopWhe service that God intended them

to perform in these posts because they lack the determination to pay the price,

that is required.

J another man practices‘procrastination} Fe begs a day.

is another man who is resolved to follow Christ. Christ calls him - follow me.

V.59

;\5...\

v.

Jesus never was careless with words - follow me. The man wanted to fellew, but

later, not now. The man's father as.nok QE;% Fe was not even aick. Put he

used/ domestic responsibilitlies as an excuse for poqtpon:m:r service for Cod.

- =
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And he fled when he heard of the difficulties that attended it. Te hesitated.
e

And he yielded.

e,
Dbserve thé gxcusgép Lord,_suffes-me-£first to go bury my father. I have an

aged father at home who cannot 1live long and he will need me while he does live.
;F“

And I'11 perform for him until the end.

Yow, I want to point out to you,it

epptations here. This man not taking

hold of the plow and going on with it.

/-
The temptation was a temptation t

is true today. There are those who want to rest in their discipleship at large.

They get to be _a Eﬁﬁser of a church in which they may be at a loese end and they may

not come too close and not give up themselves to be tpo strict or too constant, in
SRS T — -

S e e

In his Qiscigleship - and this

their service for Jesus Christ.

So the man used his domestic resgonsibil%;%gs for wanting to rest. llow people

to this very day, are using young children or aged parents, or less than well

7 o 7 7z

husbands, or excuses of one sort or another for why they cannot attend church. And

why they cannot participate in the service, Yow God's formula is very clear.

7 B s siapeise

2 g L
Th gg;:zaﬁtemptation is tolidefe

o

The doing of what he knew was his duty.

You do the same thing. You put off your duty. You put it off til some other time
S0 3 R Lo > S
and you have a clear.Gubt.ddaa-a8~ko what Cod wants you to do. And you do not think

that this is very religious and so you are not attending to it at this time.
A gy gy e e b

i Third;)we are tempted to think that{éur duty to our relations will excusé

us from our dutyv to Christ. It seems to he an aw indeed. Let me

00 and bury my father. Let me take care of my family. And then, I will think about
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serving Christ. Is that putting Christ in first place.

¢

) to this man. Let the dead bury thgﬂggad.

V Christ gives thej 7

Tt is likely that there were none that were dead. It is not that Christ would

have his followers or his ministers to be unnatural.

Our religion teaches us to be kind and good in everv relation. To ghﬁﬁmﬁiﬁﬁy

at home. And rgspect.for our parents. TPut we must not take these offices us

to excuse us from our duties to CGod.

It is the nearest and the dearest reéation that we have in the world - if it

stands in ; - from Christ, it is necessary that we have a zeal that

will make us even forget, father, mothgr, brother, sister, wifeigzmghanewer.

o e

That is why{

er, and say the wife is a

believer - the husbapd an unbeliever, she should not stay home to please him. She

& -y ’
should attend to thg{?uties of her Cod in_her worsh{;ﬁ And if there is a man or a

husband who is a Christian, and his wife is unsaved, and shaﬂgggéaaggmg;;ggﬁﬂ%gcks

in his way. And wants him to stay home on Sunday, then T say that_man ought to go
” - < -

L e

on with his church worship and his service to God. That ought to be first.

Mo excuse must be admitted against your presence obedience to the call of

Christ.

In Cal. l:lS-lﬁ,_Christ calls us and says that{we?are not to consult with

i gees Bo Tl ST ST

flesh and blood about or obedience unto him.

2 Tim., 2:4 says that we musdiéég}entangle ourselves with the affairs of this

i i ki et

world.
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Deut, 33:9 says that our zeal for God should be first. Abtove all else.
S —

Wil

- to follow Christ. Fere is anotlie®

The third’plot of land, th /' Nere 1s another fellow that is willing

fellow ﬁhat is willing to plow in the field.

Put he must have a little time with his friends - bg faxewell. Te did not mean
that he wanted to go and give a goodbye hug to his family., Ue merely wanted a
party. IHe wanted one last fling: Tle felt that he could go into the service for

Christ, but he could not let go of the old life of pleasure. le lacked the
[ S v — oy

T -
determination to break away from the 1life of pleasure. And he too let Christ

pass by and did not take a hold of the plow handles and plow the crooked row.

S 65 S B et

This tells us that thezéervice!of Christ is more urgent than anything else
— —EEST e A A

in all of the WOV1d Yow thaty flooked upon following Christ as maybe trouble—"

1 VT e

sone. He might be going to die.

St j"‘ WVC_MW»%/

He seemed to have his worldly concerns more upon his heart, than he ought to

have.

But he was willing to enter into a temptation from his purpose of following

Christ. And there are so many people today who duplicate this in their social

R T N T N e S P e A e

SNy

standing and lives. They must put that first. Jesus said you are plowing a very

e e S Y i

crooked row.

=
ﬁg;ggf&m:ow these people that had said they were going to work for Christ

were Esggigm%;'gaxgﬁﬂggﬂﬁy. Some are on the horns of the same dilema. You want

e -

iﬁﬁﬁglife to count for Christ. DBut you cannot let go of some of the things in your
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1ife that are precluded. Some of you are torn between two kind of lives, You want
Asﬁmu#__ﬁ>jr

to live two_different ways. Some of you are actually trying to live both wa

e DT AT e S

But it cannot be done anymore than you can plow a straight fuﬁfqﬁ;with a plow

looking back over your shoulder. If you are going to be a disciple for Christ, you

must make a clean break of the old life.

Tere is the har

if a persqg_;g_;égniggfiégng. Ts

hiés;ggsgisg, in his way and the spir}gggl life, it is nofzhecause Cod has not
P i s -
ordained a better way for him. BPecause Cod has.

S

( Lﬁ?a person is moxe of ngg;%%re than a success in his spiritual life, it is
Vg - = FSTR—

probably because he 1acks the determination to fulfill the destiny that God has

set for him,

V[ ~
) Look at v MN\%& Chric-»rebuled th“Rh Yo man having put his hand to the plov.

e (kb

Yo man who says I am going to do a good worl: for God and then heginq looking around

T i LN G P S BRI

e

while he plows the ground, is going to be fit to be a plow man.

If you look bhagk.on you

it, you are going to be 11)eg

OU?ﬂﬁ;ﬁ}ﬂ;JQ;ggg and you have a desire to get back in

You'll not be fit to te king.

You are not fit to receive the good seed of the kingdom.

Those who begin with the work of God, must resolve to go on with it. Or they

will make nothing of it. Loolking bhacl, jnclines to drav hack, And drav back will
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lead to a crooked life. Sometimes people are always looking back. They want to
evaluate this and evaluate the other, Jesus says, put your hands on the plow and
plow forward. See what kind of work you can do in the future. If you spend all of

your time looking back, you are mever going to do much until you look forward.

III. SOME CROQEED iRl
A
It is a glorlouq time when peogﬁﬂ’g}ow in the kinedom of God, Dut how tragic
b T
\=?:;? it is when we see these croolked furrows that are being plovec. quéiif$wfhe first -

There are stil{ Christiaﬁs k

do not want to turn yog;_hank on them. You condOne thelr behavior. There are a

i.awf'r‘n\“—:

1ot of Christians today who are so blinded that they cannot see the truth of the word

of God., About some of their old friends.

If you go to the shops. and the machine shops and the stores, the places of

el A e

business today - you'll still find that people will make fun of a real Christian.

They want to get into Teaven. And they put their hands to the plow and they witness
to men and women. Tut there are some who turn their backs and still 1ike these of

the old world, and they look back, and they want to be like them.

You knov_ Pere is somebody who is red hot.

S T o

TA: . - peelY)
an, he is caFryigg on fo? ng. And then a little whileﬁkarfen montha, maybe a year

or so. Somebody looks around and says-={t Ve haven't seen then

for fou:“or five weeks. Oh, says someone, he doesn't come to rel;gigggzgggggggg_any-
more. e is off with his old aquciateq. Tlow cormon that is in life today and what

LSS ST TS——— )

a shame it is.
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—=.. \Seconds the crooked furrow - wve take fong more lo
g i
o ;

Sometimes people

will sﬁ§}zﬂder and they say, ves, I want to be a Christian. But they will not

TR

pive up their sin. They are still thirsty for it. TUnder the influence of the

—_—
=

spirit, they resolve that they are going to become a Christian.

And a man will say, well, I don't know whether it is worth while to me to try

L B it et s

to work upon my temper. Or work on my bad language. Geng;gLﬂgg;g§f§ﬁ§wore at the
— ————— G
battle of Mew Orleans. And people swear on T V Loday. If men like that swear,

M

T can. And I am not responsible anyhow. Uhat can I do when T am provoked.

And so we don't quit our profagi&y, and we continue to plow a crooked furrow.

@-—u e say well, religipn:ri&wwy---th. But it can't be

e L

practiced out here in thefbusiness worl%) So a man goes to church and then he goes

back, and he forgets the Bible warning.

¢_~Theéggé£;:1rooked furrow is the want o
there immorta% §ggls saved. And they have been thinking about the day of judgement.

And they have troubled themselves about a great many questions in the Bible and in

There are those who want _to have
g— =

religion.

Put, they are just éi:;Lg man kho gets in the hea:; seas and he -battles the

waves for half an hour. And he says, there is no use, T can t sw1m ashore. And he

goes down. There are a Christiang who strugele awhile, and they shed tears,

and they have some sleepless ni%hts. They mav lose their appetite. They found

Cod some years ago hut(gg:?thgy are in rebellion. Against Cod almighty.\ Those few
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tears and those few struggles, they have given in. And they want ease from

spitituality - and so they are plowing a crooked furrow.

T don't see how anybody can take a hold of ;hg,pley and look back with all the

fearful hazzards that might smite him., There are some who look back and stop

praving to Cod. Oh the hollow that you risk.

> eople are mot doigg

you say, about my duty when

———

that have ringed through the

church of Christ for the ages. Indeed these doctrines have heen preached. Tor you
remember, if anyone, though he be an angel from Heaven - though he preach any other

Cospel. Tet him be a curse. And you know that story.

And vou keep your life out here on the marP;p, and you think vou are going
to get into a glorious Heaven, there is an avfullgiéi that many people are marching

toward. And they are marching swifter than the lightning. Mow you could lnow it

all. uldrnot Llame Cod, vou can't blame the Ioly Spirit, and you can't blame
_Ec, N7

Jesus Christ.

TThat plea and xcuse could vou give in that last day for plowing a crooked
—

furrow. Could vou say T never had a chance.

“Thy the open hooks of judgement would show you the record, of the Sabbath days,
SO I S e
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of the iszggns, and the lgiﬂgﬂ_gg;igiﬂus—ﬂdvqstages. And you say - well, T have never

been warned. And I didn't take advantage of these.

Think about that crooked furrou o @faithfulggag) Your éick of ggw;g) You

came to the kingdom of God with joy. And there was a vast opportunity for usefulness.

And God pave you that opportunity. It was for your orag__s_{pul's concern. And it was
——— )

for your own welfare. And now your 1ife has been a failure. And here are the few

remaining years that you have on life, are you going on in the same direction and

deliberately look back the rest of your life.

we can work and do,

Many plow men have gone out and wrought great things.

| of Cambridge - "I _was surprised to find tha;_L,hadmg;aﬁg“;hgmﬁhﬁggg.

loweth upon it. And the coveted glory fades like the
whithered grass. And Martin's eyves were lifted up above his scholarship. To the

prize of the high call of Cod in Christ Jesus. And having gazed upon the glory of

his Lord, he saw some land that needed to he plowed. He turned his consecrated 1ife

e i
tofIndidy And what a field to plow,
- R oo s -
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Agz_gggmégggg;Lamﬁjsk, Things As They Are In India. She tells about t@g_ggld
ch%iizﬂzgip and defg}ggign.of it all. Thelsﬁgg;;g, the heart- k, the soaking

igg;gmv»the helgiggﬁuggjaa Things were no better ii;mia_;\ s time than it was to

this dark heavy sadden field - but it was tl this young\man from the university

-

went and put his plow in the grougg%”ﬂwith the immqrtal'

>

!now let me burn out for(hx%j}iﬂe began his lonely work. low he is worth thinking

about. If you want a companion to inspire you - he plowed away at the furrow. And

even when Eiiﬂsgg_gamq and the sentence of anﬁh wag upon him. FHis f:iepdg beseeched

him to coggﬁgggguamdm;aﬁt ‘"He could not bear the ldea idea of completely abandoning the

work." Te had given his life, and so he went to Persia. And revised the lew
w-— . I O A T ” =

Testament. Among the very people for whom it was prepared. 1o looking back from

the plow. We have got a living plow man who we cannot entice home for a Holiday.

< Criffith Johé moved to China and plowed a furrow. And honors were cast upon
— =

him and people wanted him to be hired for a job with the Congrefational Union, in

\ ’
London. But Lis reply was — send me out more plow men./}kwvthese are men who

preserved the kingdom of God. They were the sg}g_g;_;hz,sﬂxxh- How much are you

like salt.

e

in that far reaching field of~MbnEolial-vﬂd£h covered some

distance of 3000 mi;gﬁ in one direction. And 900 miles in another. Into that

mighty field, a 51ngle man put his plpw point in and began to evangelize. Vhat

a field and what a plow man. That first entry in his is something worth

sharing. "A stir by daybreak. Made pottage and tea,” Just a little homel 5
v 4 pmrs

making pottage and tea. Several huts in sight." Do you e thrill of that.

These few huts, the friends of the field - the beginning ofVBODq milsg. Several

huts are in sight. ©0h let me live for Christ, and feel day b
v by da the blessedness
—_@r g 2 ;

of HMis will given up to Cod. Ané so he plowed away. And the unthinkable loneliness -
/ ] W e J—
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my eyes have filled with tears frequently these last few dazs inspite of myself.
rd

———

NOh, the inWs of Christ's life. Oh, Jesus let me fo]#v: in thy steps.”

axg, there was much to cheer — the furrow that he plowed In the

shape of converts. I have seexno res ul;s; I have not as far as I am avare, Seen

anyone who_eyen wanted to be a Christian, he writes. Oh if things would only move,

hoy then@he turn back. Oh no, he never looked back: Te found thi

_ploy on the furrow. In one of
M

| to his brother he wrote - "In Jesus is all fullness.  Supply

yourself from him. T'gaven is ahead brother, horray." b
D el . 4 -

That is a most heartening message from a plow man. Yho plowed a straight furrowv.
~

Tt makes us want to get out and put our hands on the plow. It makes you want to

whistle while you plow.

And let me tell you that{there is plow t.-.'or!(;ear homey There is a lot that
e
N

nqgéi_gg_hg_dgne. 7e have a lot of hard ground. It may be unEromising. Dut it needs

to be plowed. Yes, there is a lot that needs to he done. The gr,ouﬁd may be baked

~

hard as by the noon day sun.

(Dot-m in the human heart, crushed by the ter:?;r, feelings lie buried wh%' ch
I~

&
grace can restoge;) Plow work needs to be done. Any man who puts his hand to the

plow, just fo?: r%,purposes,w-pumoses, is going to be very digappointed.

>

I think there ought to be some questiong/that are going through some of your

e - .n-nu ' 7 D ?
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Shall T leavg_thi_,,J!g,yLScyoo%_g}gxs and give up my work.g I just cut two or three

feet of furrow. Shall I go and just take it easyE? ﬂo’Eggwhaving put his hand to the
plow, looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. The peril of looking back.

Can't you get your imagination fixed upon this;ﬁggéggi A man with his hands on

the plow. Casting his eyes in every direction. And he is-“nféﬁl The plow man who

begine looking back.

Is first of all @ to spoil his work. He is going to cut a crooked furrow.

The men ran in the

—

direction of the scream. One of the first to reach the scene was an 18 vear old.

Piease sirz
held her. My boy is drowning and they will not let me go to save him, One of

7,
please sir, make.them release me Jythe woman said. The several vho

those holding her yelled, it would be madness. She would jump Into the river and

A

drovn herself.

The young man threw off his coat and sprang to the edge of the bank, scanned

PR

for a moment the rocks and the swirling currents, and catching a glimpse of the

TP

boy plqggsg_;n;o the roaring rapids. QEhank God, the mother said, he will save

s

(4
my boy. ifveryone hed as a young would be rescuer fought the rocks, and the
. -———lﬁﬁﬁ , s

vhirlpools. Twice the rescuer disappeared from sight. Only to come back. They
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were nearing a part of the river that was dangerous. The rush of water was
e I ————

dangerous in that spot. Io one even approached it with a canoce. Into the

e R el

middle he went. Grabbed the boy. Lifted him from the water with his strong
A e
right arm. But that moment, those standing on the bank cried in horror, both

the youth and the child shot over the falls and vanished in the water below.

r 4

A few the mother shouted - there they are - see, they are safe.
And the boy senselesg reached the bank. The friends were there to meet them{ Go%

will give yourrewgrd, solommly spoke the greatful woman. e will do great things

— e e i e £

for you in return for thég-ggggﬁqgg;k$ And the blessings of thousands besides

mine shall be yours. Now we call that courage. TThen he leaped and faced the
m

danger. And that was wonderful and magnificient.

( Jesus)Eglthat kind of courgge. And Jesus inspired others to go.straight.to

the task. Without counting his life - he gave his life. There was a choice.

His life and truth on a cross.

Yow the woman's predigtion about the voung man was correct. 39 years later

he was installed as the first president of the TUnited StatgF. His nape-was

Gf:ffg_ﬂéﬁhingtOH- Yhat kind of a furrow are you plowing?

ﬂw“”fﬂﬂﬂw




