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"DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE DEVIL?Z?"

(Eph.6:11-12)

This is not _so Eogular a subject(gglhalf—a ceptury ago.

@'ln The Case for Christianity (page 40), said, "Opg.of.the

things that suprigsed.me when I firstcggég.the-New Testament seriously, was that

it was alyavswetalking.about a Dark Power in the universe....a gighty.evil

spirit who was held to be the power behind death, disease and s}n.“

Christianitx thinks this Dark Power was created by God, and was good when

he was created, and went wrong.

Christianj ees with Dyalism., that this uniyverse.is-at.war. But it
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doesn't think this is a war between independent powers. It thinks it's a

ciyil war, a rebellion, and that we are living in a part of the universe
S &

ogcugigd by the rebel.

I know sqgggnﬁ_g&&&_g&éhﬂf, e Ts) zou reallz mean, at this time of day,

to re_introduce our old.friend the devil....hoof and horns and all?" Well,
what the time of day has to do with it, T don't know, and I'm not particular

about the hoof ahd horns. But in other respects, N . 2RsWekeds 6 '"Yes, I do."
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tells what he thinks of the greatness of the, struggl§ which lies

before them.

Life was a tgnbifwiagmihing for these ﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁiaﬁpple. They believed in
gsyﬁns and %sx&ls and 3&&@ gpirits.

A 0 was filled with these 6251 spirits, all determined

The bséagxﬁd th

to work men harm.
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"Tul uses powers autﬁgg&;les wopld rulers

S
all are different classes of evil spirits and demons.

The whq%gagg;xggse was a baktlegpeund. The Christian had not only to
contend with attacks of men, but he had to contend with the attacks of
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spiritual forces which were fighting against God.

e we know this....there are ac{jiye Rowers of evil in this
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We donot.denow what Stevenson's actual experience was, but we recognize

the experience. We have all felt the.forge of that evil influence which

seeks to make us sin.

e VERE‘ -No wonder he says, "Bg,clothed in the strength of God!

—_—— VERSE -Take a sfapd against the wiles of the Devil. He is ce&g&ng,

subtle, ways. Deceit.
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- VERS@»Tbe Christian life is wg;gfare. "W t against flesh and

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."

ﬂzb....is ﬁo frightening. The odds are SGarY- A man q%z not live through

the experience.

AN i
I read the @r of a navaomber in World War gl who was
#shot down and killed in his f;rst g;ggion over Europe.
\ @: iChristians, mé_‘ are our chances that we will stand against our enemy
~ * e R o e
Satan?
Remember, the war never ceases.
-
. There ae at least @ for us in the closing

verses of Ephesians.

= M the Chrisw: Se d, the ChrigtiandsSsaEneone: T%,
The Christian's IeSOULCES -

We will confine our message now to the area of the Christian's warfare.

The @ deew on Paul's mind. In Tpess. he exhorted

to put on the breastplate of faith.

Here,/Pauy[is Min every detail. hained)o a soldier and he
/ é., -

uses his wviyid %mgg;gation.
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’prsonal. v‘é_{.ﬁ)f The Rear - flewed —

‘\\\\\WreStling is ai%%EEESE sport, hqumgg hand, fagf. to foot, fagg,to face.

"We wrestle botgagainst”: First, }3?. Second, F]?h.

e He names a‘ﬁie;archx of eva
. el
AN Sﬁiiﬁﬁ ...the head ones, the leading.ones, an order o@_el;

'\ W . .another orw In themselves, they are pguenfuds

have an inward ableness and endowment. In themselves they are powerful.

— (%..another order of evil is the evil ange

make up rulerﬁ ﬁ‘f darkpess.

It is a strange revelation....i rulers bring conflict to

the world.

(Y sometimes feel,  Mell, the worldmustecbe in g

e

Then we pick up the neSpapes and read of the out-break of violence and war.

‘ M- « ARLOE L I s QIEEICa= G L) 73 s e S Paul refers to as s o gan :-_ Cuad DE Rolel

o
ofmwilekiedtiegs . Translated here,C‘Hm" . ."Imsthe heavendiesi.

The whole earth is cgwes@d wtih these unseen and invisible enemies of

darkness.

~ @he idea is staggering....terrifying! z
gl f_}:,aﬁ!‘mh




Paul says your enemi They are qgn;m@&grial. They are

not_yvisihle, they are invisible. They do ngt hawe a bgdy and form, they are

spirit.

Wthat in Ephes:.ans, " T b OLghL.
Q-es 1ess one and thqg gi;en with RQEE@@&QQ§ But these

physical sufferings do not make up the rqgl enemy .

with

The rgalgsenemies that he faced were yisible and unseen. Not E};sh and

bl;gd, but the hierarchy of invisible, evil and fallen spirits.

vy* 1 Garden of Eden.
R -

The story of sin and evil does not begin in Eden. The story begins in
the age of the QQEE_ESXQEQ the foypdation and creation of the world. The

digbelical and fallen spirit was already present and uses the serpent to

beguile and betray our first parents Adam and Eve.
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'VV 2 Storg %f Job .

You can see all the prgowidences that overwhelm him....

W&Fd that blew his house down,

F%ggs that burned up his property.
Th%&ges that took away his flocks,
Disgg;er that destroyed his children.

To Job as to us, they look like the provicences of life.

These things happen because, unseen unknown and invisible to us, there

is an enemy.



He accuses Job in the presence of God himself. He afflicts the sainted

man of the east.

\f’ R Zechariah 3ii—%. The Prthet saw_Joshua, God's High Priest, who

ministered before the Lord. He saw him standing before God, dressed in
-

filEExmgagggggs and Seﬁgaﬁg&ggg;pg at his right hand to Qppose,him, an

invisible and unseen enemy to us, but nonetheless real.

’ﬁﬂ’ 4. our Lord,driven into the wilderness to face the devil.

The invisible world pressed him on every side.

’V" 5. . Book of Revelation...a Was in h?en against the Dr,agpn and his

angels. The conflict will continue until the end of the age.

v 1. Ser%ﬁaiﬂi...meaning "The burning ones." Worship in God's presence,

cover their fgges.with their wings and covering their ﬁﬁgt....They cry

"Hed¥..holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is filled with His Glory."

r

v 2. Cheruaiﬁ....another rank of angels. They were placed at the eastern

Ad i L
9229 of the Garden of Eden when am andEve weregdriven ou

s

The figures were wowen into the}&gﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂ of the Tabernacle and in the

Temple.

'mof them faced the M%above the Ark of the Covenant and their

over arching wings touched. They are spoken of in Ezekiel 1 and 10.

In Rguedadon we see them as the Lgxing Ones.




\f’ 3. 1 Thess, 4 says the dead azemto be

Igp-""
raised from the dead by,ﬁﬁé voice of the archangel. In the Bible he is called

u"

by th m nwﬁ" His name is mentioned i in Dapiel, ime in
Yy e Bas name is ed G times in anie w} ime
J;ja, and,l time in Revelation.

Michael stands as the guardian angel for the people of the Lord; he is the

archangel.

He prg@gﬁgﬁwh$g§@lf to the father of

John the Baptist (&gghariah), as the messenger whe stands in the presence of

)riel;s name is mentioned. Twice in-Damiel and twice in Lu,!.

Tn all 4 instances, he is identified with the redemptive work of Christ.

.&’ B.. asﬁéﬂﬁﬁithe Ssagaﬁga, C%ﬁ&&&&g Arqhangel{ and GSE@&%% the Messenger

of the Lord, there arefi sts; Iof other angels.

Uagaggﬁed, 1n&g§§£3g& gaggmp They magnified the work of God

rejoice and sing together in wonder.

ebr , speaks of a lgg ¥ and %V?];.%ié% describes them as

10,000 times 10,000 and thousands and thousands.

They are p'ﬁggjul

bitter Assyrian.

That n%ght in answer

only %ii.aaagl passed over the host of the Assyrians and 185,000 dead corj

were counted the next morning. Just ogg Angel did it.



Story in Mghiusedimel ‘S“d £O PeLoh: chibamileSNELSIOEGy TOT

lv' lggions of

could I not ask my Father and he ‘would send me more than tw
U s s ATV AR T

Angels?"

Each would be W elv ~would be

passed over the army and left 185,000 dead! That tells of the power of the
TR,

Angels of God.

Angels are called“minis&e;%gg sBirits” sent from God to

shepherd ana guard and to keep God's saints.

These Angels sustain and care and keep and help and guide us.

They

in the 4Q.days of Temptgtions and in

Gethsemane.
Apwhnged opened the piisensdeer for Peler in the Book of Acts.
An Angel usieedeby -Bamds in the hour of great trial.

An Angel gamegdohn, the Rewelasdon on the Isle of Patmos.

ITI. DANGER OF SUDDEN ASSAULTS.

Emwisshmwescouldnelose with the geededngels, but says, 'Wesmustepe
Wi @aul say
w for times of special assaultsafBeINeEvil."

=

Other Angels, wikitger and @&¥k, fallen Angels in Vw 2



F....lQeifer... . ®8¥&H is his name and he is

the most powerful of all the princes that God created. He is above all of them

w he was always introduced as someone who

shrewd; brilliant,

1 Co;-4 called him "T

and apparently has the power to win.

Hesweorn» in the Garden oi%.

Hegiiims of the humankBaée, d@i is universal, pﬁ: n‘g&y, hegae8iche.

The D atone. In Rev™ @, it says that he

5131. Now I can not understand that, nor does Revelation

explain it.

However, some angels. - and they were cast down with

him and became evil spirits called Demons.

W‘ read;that " Jegusswaentsaboutsdeing: gefole didnaguad wWno ¥
Wehn I meadw«that and read our text@

s It is beyond
1mag1;tlon that such could happen on this earth
But immexpepiefite, daily I see it and come in comtact with it. There are
- [ — o s E—

.~

souls who are led by these evil spirits!



We Wea® of it d@@dyw Some one has for no cause or
EEREEET T

reason. Some have in them a spirit of 4€y. They are

possessed. Something evil is in the-r souls.

Such evil possession can be seen in leaders of qiﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁ and sgerpuptdon .
= SEcmems

pond WE' W, We, apgyls,rather, they

give themselves to destruction.

irds.....leaders of

IWand M that desiroy-
vﬁqt_iﬂé_sggguption. They have another spirit.

Ewddasdwelblksawidkhdinl .. .some have a sp '- t of fth 2 Eome are

kleptomaniacs, COWW ive.thieves. What they get 1e
/
They are not drjiven to.steal.

ot a necessity for life.

Some are comp Bome are given to exa rate. They take an

ordinary situation and actually in req;;ty is nothing. They misrepresent it
—

by lying.

The body, is just igliag*made out of dirt.

We have nesmstrengih of our own. There is no

man who is equal or able to face«Satan. He is superior to any of us.

‘ WOnép of the Mount) Th




The twee@ld, TEstament saints are speaking to Him about the death he should

accomplish in Jerusalem.

At his Wr, J@, and n. Peter said,@t us stay here on

this mountain top, withjoy.'

yé11€y. wWhen the Lord came

down there wre the other nine disciples.

shad broughtgawdemented; posgess boy and asked the
heal him, to cast out the ewidssspismit of destruction and waste and they could

not do it. They were -helpless .

The Bjblewsevealsvwhy. While the Le#d and Peter, James, and John were on

the mountain, the nine were i about w @8t in the Kingdom.

They were talking about the iW’“ he had taken with him up there.

Quarreling whether they were greater. Power had gone from them.

daﬁﬁgﬁpﬁﬂhhﬁmw

When the cmewd had m.&ﬁgﬁ away, the disciples gathered around Jesus and

said, "wwe deliver thgt boy? Why could not we cast out

that evil spirit?"

The Lord told them, "But this kind can come forth by nothing., but by




There is ngudelivergige.in us. That wagkds

done in prayer, fasting, casting ourselves upon the mercies of God.
[e— —— e ———

W it. He has to gimewstsength. Our
—

enemies are not material....blood and flesh, but invisible spirits, unseen.

VERSESS#E  "Put on the wholeearmour of God that ye may stand"..... we must
get it from GOd';Ac#bv ) g 1 fZ,ﬂ{ewwﬁﬂmd@“
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That is why vou need spdsit:

Faithfulness enables firmness of footing.

i B o e W PeEL WWW@M@W

wsskrength received in worship services.




