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"DON'T LET ME DIE!"

IT Kings 20:1-11

INTRODUCTION:

—
SHezekiéE Era;ed - "Lord, let me live and not die." This prayer was offered

over 2600 years ago, and yet it is as new as today. Thousands of people pray the
v — -

same prayer daily in our hospitals, in our homesfacross the land,
e h

who are listening to me, have sometime, no doubt prayed it yourself.
e e T ey e a— = . 7

Perhaps you have prayed this prayer for a loved one. If you have not, you will
Te— |

pray it in the future.

™~ ( II Kings 18:5 pays - he trusted in theé;ord God of Israel. So that after him

¥
was none like him. Among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. /

This man has the(verdicB of a life that is inspiring.( Solomon)was great in his
———-——-—7 e’ -

wisdom. @Ezza‘was reat in his genius. Butgnoné trusted in the Lord God, and

followed him as faithfully as Hezekiah. The great{faults)that came in the lives

g in his life. Since he was human -

of great kings like Diyid, Sz}omon, were missi

v

of course, he had human weaknesses. On the whole, his heéEE was right with God.
His namef means, God is might. /’} ‘& mi " y.,,{// 1/-’74 WJWMW 737”
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He was a gre%Er;%;er, a great k%gg, orgag}zer, refggmer, engig?er, and a great
lover gi,lagfrature. He collected the groverb% of Solomon. And perhaps it is two
et e e e ot i
years later that we have the great knowledge of that book. The greatest thing, a

servant of God!

iezehiah was thd:%éﬁng_éEiE: (He?was the father %ﬁ Manasseh., That means, he was
g
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the ?f the worst king. And yet he was th fathe} of the next worst.

Is

Now there are several things that we want to consider here in this story.

sy -
And I do so, under certg}@.w@s{?wm PEyer,Poﬂ:p/ouement.

MA—)

During the reign of Hezekiah, he @all kinds of perils and dangers.
: e

//’ he had somegreat reformg to make. ad sent up an image of

the fierce God of Amon —(iflolock} with the furnace at his feet outside of the wall

of Jerusalem. And into that furnace, he had cast his own_son.

manner of the heathen. On the of the temple, he had bui]_.t altars for the

worship of the stars and the sun.
7’.—"/

heathen temple at Damascus,

Let me say here, in a nation, like a man or woman - starts to go down, they

go. down rapidly. was at a(low ebb> He was corrupt. He%glgigd lost no_time

in instituting reforms. And this was perilgsg for him to undertake, to change people.
\"__.___—..._._ﬂv

They had decided to fot‘s‘%ke the idols. And he brought them back to rebuild the city

of God. Now that was no easy job for him to do.



The tegg}g’gpors had to be ogsggd again. And the filth had to be carried

away. He removed and destroyed the altars that they had.

He lighted the holy lamps again.
/d ly lamps ag

AN

He even destroyed th brazen serpent) The symbol of the deliverance of

people during the days of Moges that had been ours, during the tabernacle and the

temple -~ but people were qﬁfering insence to the bﬁﬁgs. And he declared that this

sacred rglig was a greater sin and he called for national repentence.
‘/ P
/

Hezekiah{illustrates) what a man in high office can do. Civil-pover and
< - V N

government, placing itself on the side of morality and righteousness. The big

question today is, &::}doesn't the,GongEor of our State and the men in power, place

= A4
themselves on the side of moralifi/;éain;:\gambling. And immorality in this State.
e

e ————

Why should it not always be so, that those in high office, they put their hopes on

politicians instead of upon God.

:kﬁﬁgther perilesa thing was - they were about to be énvaded b; EEE Ass;rian;2>

They cami;figﬂf_EQ,Ehguﬂﬁééi of Jerusalem. And threatened to enter the city and

to destroy it. And of course, Judah would have been truly destroyed at that time.

Great issues were at stake here.

N\
* ) [ .
L ~lgi§)“ this day is a day of trouble and rebuke, and blasphemy, the king
——— r -

.

said. And this was a crucial time with him. What were they going to do against

this power.
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hnjﬁg;:>- the king received a letter that had attempted to destroy him -

o~ ..__________/M“""”“?

his peace, his happinegs, and his confidence in God. But he did what all of us
ace ppineg fidenc

should do with such communications. Spread them before the Lord. Now have the
v

Loxrd see and read them. Commit thy way unto God, and he shall direc .
— -

So the slanderous thing he dealt with, in a God-honoring way.

V. - We read that Hezekiah was praying in this time - when the prayerless
I

invasion was about to take place. That the kingdoms of the earth may know that
thou art the Lord God. He was expecting great thipgs from God. And he was asking

great things in God's name for God's glory.

While he prayed, thus saith the Lord God of Israel, that which thou hast

prayed unto me, thou hast heard. V. 20, HNot only was his prayer heard, but the

rage of the enemy had come up before God. “ng;:D

éennacheriﬁ)had sought to invade time and time again, and he comes with his

Army to put a stop to Hezekiah's reform. In fact, he turned the country around

the city into a wilderness. He stoppeg up the fountains and the wells. At first, it

looked as though the king would have to pay tribg;g to this heathen monarch. But
3,

he came to God, who was no stranger to him, and he prayed.

We need to(é%éé)out that path to God's altar today. And when the{ééiﬁgf

— e e N

trouble comes, it will be easy and natural for you to find your way to God for

e \ -

his help. There are few, if any, passages that equal this. God will put his

hook in his nose and drag him back to Nineveh.
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See how God answers prayer in The angel of the Lord went out and
g _answe s 168
smd@ed the Assyrians. And in the morning, these enemies were found to be dead

- 185,000 soldiers.

<ﬁé§£2phey said peace and safety - then sudden destruction came upon them.

@ shall be able to stand when God is going to appear with the flaming sword
. :’—”W
of judgement in his hand. Thus the prayer, of the man of God proved more powerful

than the enemy and God answered his prayer.

The periless)things that Hezekiah faced was the (choiéé, of revival, turning
e .

the people back, and then sg@, there was the periless things of the {nvasio

that was happening among the people. And of course, there was the peril of

P

(Prosperi - V. 15 - Chgpter 20.

Hezekiah had the great treasures and these were seen by the enemies.

T

% th@ and finalj)ﬂe’:}':}j; was that of @‘ And this is the message

N
that Hezekiah faced death. So the perils.

I1.PROPRELY

At the height of his power and influence, in the midst of his days, he had
e

brought revival to the nation. It seemed that he had been delivered from the

enemies. He had great plans and projects for the future. When éé_denlé, the
z=. (prophet{Isaiah ) pproaches the king.
e ‘,_/'/ U,
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14
The Lord said,

//”’ Sg& Thine house in order. For thou shalt die and not live.

—~—

there is(ﬁg need to call another specialist- There is no need for a second
— -

og}g}gp = the ultima§§>gg§hority has spoken. You will die. And heed his words.

The prophet told him, thou shalt die and not 1;¥§ That is a very

<::§§EE£E§;;\‘ It was(abruptj It was very(égééégggsg. It wa unconditlonal.

The verdict had authorlty

There was no word of comfort. The Lord hath spoken.

with it.

(:?€>thine house in order. This issued that<;ggglgggggggld, he says, you

must make preparations and get ready - you are égiing to dle) at this early age, but

get ready, all of your é;£§35%>must be put in order.

there is a limited amount of space, relative to time, and they need to get their
v o

earthly affairs liped up.

e
"éirth7carries with it, the announcement of ﬁeath} All life, is but a sentence

to death. The natural thing for us is that we shall live. And yet, death is just

as natural.

For most people, death

that the king {gceived.

_p0pl get the ain

It disrupts the normal pattern of life.
= 7z

AN

It comes as a

comes without warning.
—_—

¢E££§~in the night. It comes at an hour when we think not.
—
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(;22 you had this wagé&. how would you react.s What kind of preparations

would you make., Would it paralyze you.7 Or would you curse God. Would you
3 R i R

question - why me Lord, why me?

________ . b
- In g séage;’@?)have all been warned. The{ﬁigié”says, it is appointed unto

man - once to 4%9 and after that, the judgement. Now knowing this, why do we run

the risk of saying = not I, Lord, not I.

éﬁgggbis your reaction to the life that you have now. And yet some of you
3 7 n

are«éfocrastinating;about everything that wisdom dictates. You are so half-hearted

about the things of God and living a Christian life, and worshipping God, and on

we could go.

The sudden solemn declaration startled this man., Here was great prosgszity
T N '
- but it was no guarantee of long life. Some of the most brilliant lives have been
— —
short ones. He was at the most urgent kind of business. And yet he was to put his

house and his heart in order.
OUSE

It is not enough for us

. this time, he didf ‘.; ) \to succeed him,_

to live and die. There are responsibilities that are resting upon each of us to

see that our deeds are not buried with our bones.

The perils, the prophetg.
—

-~



ITI. PRAYER - V, 2-3
fc.

M
He turned his face to the wall and prayed unto the Lord. At the height _

%
",>f’” of his ggggr\and his influence, Isaiah comes with this plung megssage. And he turns
his face to the wall and prays for Erolonged life.

Qﬁ;iﬁ a blank outlogk on the future that this man had.

of the

o

He is utterly prostrate - he bursts forth in tears. The d

grave was before him. The 1£§g£,£ﬂiiiu;JL§; was away from him. He looked at the

was a man of God. And God

blank)wall in his chamber. He recognized tha

Judgeggnt.\\ﬂe\knew that if God sent

himself had spoken and he did not guestion H

the preacher to deliver the message, the message was true.
s s

e

So he turned(;;ﬂ;;3§in the time of trouble. And he prayed for himself.
. e

s T

to get our minds off of our problems. People, they turn away, or

they are rather enbi d. And this man turned to God in a moment of despair.

— Thed to live. There were many many/fx
JFirst, /he was(t&g youngito die. He probably was no more than 39 years of age.

he wanted to live.

P

- e

Assyria was threatenige to attack and his nation might be surrounded again at

~— T

any moment and they(needéé»ggm as their leader.




-0—

Qg_@m, the (religious revival /was ta’lii—p‘g__an..m—ﬂerxar. He had

begun to reform and he needed to complete it.
[ e .
—~

Anothey reason, he had (no heiri- no son to replace him on the throne.
) LR
™

V 3 6 gave none)of these for wanting to liye. We might say, that he

gave a selfish reason, as he prayed. He s%Q, I
and I have walked in truth. I have done good in your sight. All that I possibly

Hn
could. He might have said, I don't deserve to die.

ve done the best I could

He did not want to %’e. And how true - my friends, what a difference the

knowledge of Christ can make in your life and my life when we come to die. Ve

can be encouraged by the king's experience. When we see that through a variety

of motives, that we pray. And Hezekiah g_slged_(‘zm]_ii—he—migb%vﬁe:

He had only (reigedﬁlS ;eazé now, and he felt yet that he was unprepared to

submit willingly to this command of God.

L .
o SN ;
' I want you -@f he put his [face to the wall) He turned his to
- Y iy
(all _human helpﬂ.) And cast himself at the very feet of his Lord.
= ' ke

@- There he pleads in the name of God. Here he pleads in his own name,

I have walked before Thee in truth with a perfect heart. I imagine he groans as he
: o roan

struggles with this prayer.

e



Tonight, {

o g I
in_that prayer. Oh Lord, I have walked before thee with a perfect heart. I have
PR e e I R

sought to go before Thee in truth. And I have done which is good and perfect, in thy

sight.

Hezekiah\wept It means that there was great weeging.
e EX;;%ggyLTICE -V, 4-11

A

Now the king had prayed besetting his past goodness. And God based his

answer on Hezekiah's prayer and tears. Note howf
RS — - §

left the room and God spoke to him., And told him -~ he just got outside of the

Royal Court when the answer came. And thefword said to the‘i%idg come again, and
—_— ec;;;ée

tell the king - the captain of my people that I have heard thy prayer, I have seen

thzﬂfsgﬁ;, I will heal Thse, and on thegghiréAgd% thou shalt go up to the house

of the Lord. And furthermore, I will(addéunto thy days - 15 years. And I will

éﬁ}iggr thee, and defepd this city.

ééég:2§ And Isfifh said, take a lump oféggzgg and they took and layed it upon
= T

the §9;14' And he recovered.

Now the miracle was the work of God. And God said to Isaiah, you put a lump

\
of figs on the boil, and the(poultice healed the sore. And with the healing came

the assurance,

That here was the God who had been with the other leaders - the God of David,
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was the same yesterday, as is today, and forever.

A
(three thingsh

There are Goiggggg? Gii,;;gégz'and God aCtﬁf And with him
all things are Qossible. The question always comes up 4:§§>pnythi r
the Lord.
—T

od can do all thigos. Intellectually, we understand that

,_?
nothing is too hard for God. But emotionally, we kind of doubt that God has the
.———-———a—-—‘v

ability to even change lives.

Look here, God uses-human beings - he doesn't work alone always. Now this
M.__—Av

éégﬁgi»to the prayer required %Jgéﬁizzzgﬁ He asked for(fa1t2v7nd, igs ¥in order to

deliver a miracle.

The(prophep : Jwhen you want to rajise a sick man up from
o0 B 28 = & ran

the bed. (éé;;\he need a do?ggr? Could God not have led Hezekiah without a word.

Or w%;baat the f%gs. Certainly, I think that he could have done so. But God worked

as he wills and cggg%s§~29_ﬂprk.

,««”’_\
Notice this was \@

of faith healing. But faith healing was(’;;;;;\Sense
o — - =

with science - as it was available that day.

Now th€ figsaseem to be a very natural

futile without the divine blessing. You know, in God's hands are the issues of
v
life. And the Lord works these miracles.

remedy - but they would have been
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V. PROLONGED - V., 6

IWQ QDWho are confronted by death often havedf:

understanding of life., I feel{myself, to better understand life, as did the king
- T i .. T2 = - gy ——

Hezekiah. According to Isaiah, Me celebrated his recovery by composing a Psalm. In

it, he spoke about the thingg by which mén ive.

R O

When a man faces death, whether it is real or imaginary, he learns what is
R —

(fii;lly 1mgor£§££’to him., He discovers the priorities.

Ibf Barnum & Bailey Circus, lay on his death bed. His last words
Jinisbu

Yy o e et i
were —;(what were the day's receiptgﬁ
- g g

someth‘n- - his convict%ons, his theorles, his

ideas, govern his life. It is these things that either comfort or inspire. Some

._7 PRSI, e o Faaman ]

of us seek comfort in material, and find satisfaction in emotional thrills. A few
N i

pleasures that come for a moment are intellectual fulfillment. That fills our heads

instead of our hearts.

Are your comfo ts - what pry. azzou ready to

\\
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He talked about §enealog¥. They left the church and she was §é§igggigpea.
She had hoped that the preacher would just settle down on her uncle anéggéé;é;;;:E

e

and talk about salvation. She_even i
salvaclo e

, - 2 i i ool
<T£_21_¢29 repeatln‘ ’ iup_g__gg%_passage. And the words haun%im.

And he came face to face with the reality of death - and he turned to Christ as his

Saviour.

< Godggrolonéed the days of Hezekiah.

e ’d@ And here he was - he hagﬂgi%che\d from his bed day after
<//,’/’;/;haz.

7/, day. He WWMng The sun d;gl o

shall we ask that the dial go foreward, 10° - @r\backwa To which the king said,
— / o = SRS

in himself, it would be easier for the shadow to go forward. And so he @E§§§;£€§

ysaid unto him,

6o

that the sign be given to Jit back on its co course. And God who made the sun

brought it to pass.

You will notice that éigg:mas a miraculous work. On the dial of Ahaz - and

if/ there was any doubting in his heart, he could now have the assurance that it

wo——

would come to pass.

There are ééi;;;iL;g;ggs~that I wish we had time to consider.

God heard, he ha%);;;n,.he healed, and then on the 3rd day he got up out of



his bed and he went

, 7
= @) God ears . And@ God would ad(lS\years to gour

\Lifg37 He is now in the 15th year of his reign - now God wouldgadd an eéual}period

to what he had already enjoyed. the beginning and the

end of his reign.

; spond as the king., A

&

— Sometimeg p'e;“\gle éave years aéde% ~ and
N

other’ prayed once to save her son who was dying at any cost. The son lived, but
\ Q Ve ‘X———7 ’

the mother had the unspeakable anguish of seeing her son hanged as_a_crimj

AWWHWWVz&WW&Mm OZ':&V_
WWWW%M«‘)&Z@MTM"’~J M’M
Now some of you have beenSs;areq;*and God has add/g onto your llfe some years,-iizﬁif

are they profitable for God.

N
;:;;i {ezekial) was a man who called his people to repentance - away from sin. And

And they brought a beast - and layed

his hands upon that beast and(confessed his sinSs And the(peoply followed in the

steps of the king._ After such cqpfession of sins, the beast was slain. This act

was a foreshadow of the cross. My faith would lay her hand on that dear head of
W

thine, while as a penitent I stand, and there confess my sin,

Then he called for ki, . ind)) And the burnt offering in th Bible

means the dedicatio ife;>This is what Paul said.
B e

I beseech you
— 2R

brethren, present your bodies a living sacrifice., Dedication of life. The sin

R S

offering and the burnt offering, and it is said - in the 0ld Testament, the song of
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the Lord began, with the offering of the burnt offering. And when hearts were
lifted and shadows fled and triumph came, that is a lesson so plain that where

life is dedicated to the cause of Christ - the cause will go forward.

{éarliszé says, give me a man who sings at his work.

le tonight who are praying, dqn't let me di&é7 A boy who lost

his arms in a mill, refused to be defeated. He had some artificial arms - and now

he can write, play, and work as other men.

Are there sgggjéggletong in the closet. Who need to be lifted.

a brilliant man, was bereaved by his sisterﬁé¥;;§}' h

al - The famous brother

as the only person who could quiet her in those
~TTTTT—————

awful hours. And often he walied with her early in the morning, trying to rescue her

from insanity. He had a sy

athetlc spirit. And he carried these home trials.
T~/

(e

but death was on the way. There is no more glorious sight than men and women in

older years.- The Bible says @ he was 120 years old when he died. His gyes

were not dim - nor his natural force gbaded. He had
[ oo -

to Scontggz}_hls life. Second, he g éééhls life with a worthy cause. And third,

he included the long future in his hands. He had learned to live.

~,

Now what about you who are Hezekiah was really not an old man,

secrets —- he

™
Like the king, we'll have to take the [limitations of life, . And make the best
‘\N_____,—

of it . R .
~- for our light affliction is but a moment.__Worketh for us an exceeding weight
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of glory.
. ""\«-\“
How solemn and how(égéighing were the words of the prophet - and yet the
New Testament says to us - they overcame him by the bléod of the lamb. And by

the word of their testimony. And they loved not their lives ~ even unto death.

A_
tonight Gs\ our life i ist. Have you

The vita

chosen that he may have his way with you. Are you obediently following him. There
'\.\—

are enough men and women listening this hour - if their lives were faithfully

Should we not make this

dedicated to Christ, could change the cit ,'”’Eﬁgéapéﬁ?zs

T e

dedication this very hour. Just one chance do we have at the earthly life. It hurries

rapidly away.

The(Eragedy jis t EliQEg&g:§§§g=geaning=n£_li£gi_

have our lives and direct us. The duty of some neglected Christian
tonight needs to be changed and anchor all in Christ. Where the whole realm of nature

mind, that were a present far too small, love so amazing, so divine - demands my soul,

my life, my all,

Now in conclusion - the periless hazzards of Hezekiah, were heightened by the
prophet's blunt message - thou shalt die. Prayer followed then with the application

of a poultice and his life was prolonged for 15 years.

-~ N
The éggg;;;g;is tonight - @EDyou have some R;gpara&ienshtommékgyjz\
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— A very good Ngﬂ_ggggg%;pt text, that would help on thi
I ™, .
Is any among you afflicted - let him pray. Is any merry, let him sing songs.

N\

Is any sick among you, let him call for the elders of the church and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer
of faith shall save the sick.’ And the Lord shall raise him up. And if we have
comnitted sins, they shall be forgiven. Confess your faults one to another and
pray one for another, and ye may be healed. The effectual prayer of a righteous
man availeth much. E2ijah was a man subject to like passions as we are. And he
prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained on the earth by the space
of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the Heavens gave rain.

n
And the earth brought forth her fruit.
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