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"EVERYBODY WANTS HAPPINESS"

John 10:10

Our Lord said, I am come that they might have life and that they might have

it more abundantly.

T_never met anyone who was willing to live in the state of frustration and

misery. (Everybody wants to be happy) It is only natural for a man to desire
happiness, The dictionary defines happiness as the state of well being and

pleasureable satisfaction.
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Happiness, in{some ways

.1is only short lived. It might burst forth and bloom

prainaeh LS}

for a short time.

Aé;rim' lymay feel a sudden surge of happiness when one of his under-world

enemies falls under the cruel blow of death. The égbber may feel breeze of
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happiness when he successfully carries out a plan to take something that he has

no right too.

In the slums of the great cities like New York and Chicago - you may be stopped

by a man who is begging. He is an(alggégéigﬁ You give him a piece of money and

™~

his face lights up. It is the price of a drink. FHe hurries away to the nearest

bar to escape himself and the problems of the world,

B

BurtfAn Russell once wrote in a book —4?5 happiness still possiblwszWell, you
W—V % 57 5
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think about that. Tt is kind of absurd because happiness is always possible. Yet

many people never find.the road and the way that leads to it. Think about the
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suici§$§>in the United States. These unfortunate, confused individuals - you would

say from your first reaction that they are down-trodden people. Some of them live
-~

in lovely mansions and some of them control great wealth., Some of them are mentally
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deranged. Some of them face other problems.
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The ééung éeoéle};n this country have lived in a world that has been at war,

constant threats of global disaster, and there has been cease}gii_§%g%%§. Can
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young people in an era such as this find happiness. Yes, there is only one answer
. 14

to that question - is happiness possible.’fJegus?gave it to us. John 16:33 = L.

have overcome the world. What did Jesus mean. Did he not learn to live the happy

confident life, dinspite of the world. And that he had learned to live above the

evils of the world.

The large (itdes)are now building more risonsﬁ To take care of ceriminals,
ge Gitdies now g P 3

People are moving to the cities at a rare rate. And crime increase in porportion
M er ST
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ou;;:ééf who left afitrail of crimé’from the East
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jas just?trying to put a

and the newspapers tell us of a

Coast to the West. And asked why he did it - he said, T
if
little fup in my life.
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Akgggggiﬁay be thrilled with the joy when she unwraps what she guesses is a

»

pair of pajamas and a hqgﬁg canM;'bhiy.£6"fiﬁ6“é“mtnk stole. Did you ever look

in a little \child'g face on Christmas morning. His eyes, his smile, and his

actions express the gladness that his heart knows. Did you ever see %mg;;éézgégzs

who gains the attention of the young man in her life and she becomes quiekly happy.
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Now there is nothing to happiness on this level or this kind of happiness.

A form of delight. But it is easily lost among the memories of yesterday.

T ‘
It is a beautiful sight to see_a(;orning glory/ - sparkling in the dew.

RS S
Shinin each blossom perfect. Yet a florist never uses this flower in a corsage.
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It is not because the morning glory lacks color and beauty. The reason is that
the blossom will not last., When the sun evaporates the dew drops, the freshness

is gone, and the flower loses its luster. The same thing in the circumstances of

the world.

Dixiggwggppi;;;Q} however, is more difficult to achieve. God is the great
£

inexhaustable sougsg of divine happiness. Our Master found it. Theugggg%gg§s

which God puts in a heart - it will shine in every ggfhigéghx, in every stggm of
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life. When sickness blows over you. The peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you, not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled
- neither let it be afraid. John 14:27, The black clouds of sorrow will inevitably

come. The rains of temptation will come.

rote -— I am an old woman. I shall be 90 years old

the 17th of June. I am in the‘éﬁnﬁet of life and soon my stay on earth will be

over. But don't thinkhI‘m here with Q“igng face and complaining, because I_am-not.
And I know as soon as my stay is over here;“If;;_gQ“hgme and live forever. Now

that letter expresses genuine Christian happiness.

Catherine McKinsey took a scholastic opiniof

e

lamong some Qigh schggl}students.

And asked them to consider some long range goals. Only 47

~»pf them wanted to make a

2R

lot of money. The great majority stated they wanted to live a simple, secure, and

happy life. Without making a lot of money and becoming famousi Now this is

encouraging that many of our youth can 1lift their sights above the material things.
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The old Greek philosopher said God made all men to be happy. And a happy worker
produces more and better work - just like someone who is an accomplished musician.

Quite often you ask them how they achieved this - practice, practice, practice.

Yes, someday people will learn that the material things do not bring happiness.

And are of little use in making men and women useful.

— )
The_big troub};\we have today is, we lgook for happiness in the Y?QngRkéSS§J7
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We are traveling dewn the wrong roads in quest of happiness.

Now lots of people go down the road with some desired goal in life. They say if
) i

I can accomplish this goal, I am going to be happy.

What about th ngn3

e

erson who leaves high school. He achieves his goal. The
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problems of daily study are a task. But he finds himself depressed and unhappy.

What about many young people who think thatdﬁnglageiﬁs really the place of

happiness. And therefore, before they figisb/ﬁii/”ﬂmWW< , they want to be married.

Yes, a(iE;;imgiri}wrote a letter and said, I was so stubborn that I failed to listen

to the wisdom of my parents. I married at 16 thinking I would find happiness. But

I have been miserable and unhappy ever since. I wish I had my life to live over again.

There are other people who go down the WEQ%é;ngQ of(%pssess}pqs

) And they say,
the riches of this country will make me happy. I suppose 987 of all the homes in

America have one or more radios. And maybe numerous T. V. sets. Expensive appliances.

\§man was talking to a buyer about a fabulous house. He described it -
2'ggxes ofvbe;;tiful lavn. Perfect in architectural design, 4 bedrooms, 4 baths.
A;a 3 garages, servant quarters, fireplace. And then the buyer asked, why are these
people selling. And the real estate man said, they are getting a dizg;ge. Now if

o’

happiness is the result of things - surely these people would have been the most happy



people in the community.

I think back in my memory ~ so many places that I have been. Where the houses

and the homes have been very humble. Maybe some cane bottom chairs. And I have

R -

had people tell me, we are very poor, but we are happy and you are welcome to come

in. How different it is with th:hy;f'
oo,

the preacher. He managed to create a financié?“f@x&gne. But now his death was
2y

coming and in his late hour, he said to the preacher - s

The preacher told the man about the love of God exprgsééd on Calvary and about

God's forgiveness. And then he wanted to know - %;i

pt.me. Now here was
a man that had neglected God for several decades and he wanted to know, would God

accept him.

five Jyear old boy said, 1 always k% when T am unhappy. @%ﬂsom

kggg/when he rgélly iS,h§22Y~ If we knew in advance what we were looking for,

A

happiness would be easy to find. And if we would study some of the happy men and

women that we know, for a guideline, T wonder if that would be a help to us.

in.Florida was talking one day to a minister. He said, I wish
I could be as happy%as I believe you are. You can be, the minister assured him.
And then he asked him td“tgll him about himself. So they began to talk. He was

well edugated. His health wés;good. He was extremely successful and he had a

P
s

lovely'%ife and three children. ”HQ ovned his company and his home. But he was
huntingvfor genuiﬁe happiness.

w0 §
The minister's fimal-guestfon was this - what is your relati

man said I was afraid.that you were going to ask me that. I have ngt been to church

since T was in high school and I have become sggpgigal about God and religion.

And the minister told him that he had better be thankful.for God had never become
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skeptical about him. He still believes in you and vou will never £ind spiritual

peace until God gets into your life.

Yes, hggpiness is reflected in unceasing love of God and his forgiveness.

Some people feel that good health, pleasant circﬁmstances, will produce divine

happiness. ;%?annig“Crggﬁw;became blind when she was very young. She had a great
physical handicap. She produced many wonderful hymns. She has pointed the way to

V/d
God for many confused and lost people. On one occasion she wrote, I _am the

soul living. If I had not been depriwved.ef-my.sight, T never would have received

so good an education nor cultivated so fine a memory. Nor been able to do good to

so many people.

'Jllllam BOAZE\ losing his eye sight, would soon be totallv blind. Said to his
= o Wmm """

son, Iihave done what I could for Cod and people with two eyes — I will do what I

can for God and his people without eves.

'bhbert Lewis Stephéﬁ%@ﬁ went through life with a weak body but he continued to

——

""‘m""’\s

ted in happlness and rest in her life because of

r) \\
write. A very;wealthy woma

her financial fortune. Inspite of 1t, she(told her- a1d that she felt that a

change of scenery was all that she needed. She eve gested the places she might

go of beauty and pleasant surroundings. And cot there find happiness. The maid

VA
vho had no former education at all said, no # vou surely.weuld not. be there,
R L2122 4.3 S DH5RE 2!
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You have to t;ke

Now let me see if we can't point out two or thre%gzgzg;;>that would be helpfu]

[ —

to us to get us on the road to happiness.

sy
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appreciation f&he wonderful capacity to appreciate again

take the road of
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and again is one of the basic good things in life.

We need to have gratitude for the very gifts of thelx thpf life that we have
today. Reading the newspaper, getting‘ngggﬁk, put§2£;ggdaround the yard, viﬁigégg

friends. Watching g/ sunset - all are sources of continually pleasure for us.
ng, s

Once gig§g§was playing with only o

n

A R

He was having quite a grand
time. A man watching him said, sonny, you ought to havéxgwo skates. The little boy

. e O
grinned. Sure mister, I know I ought to have two skates - buf you can have an awful

good time on one skate, if that-is-all.you got.

s

oy
anﬁ??old a story about a little girl who had lost both of her parents

by death. She was living her life in the country but was brought to the crowded city

to live with a large family. The adjustment was difficult. She was seated on the

steps of the home and a kindly lady noticed her depression. The woman patted her on
f

it.dssaldsthat you've got . So

i
the head saying
neae ;

/

’in e

life is not all that vou want.

stick a daisy at.,and be hagglgq These words from this kind old lady put fresh

e R
- 7/

hope in that little girl's life and she sought to find her a job and to begin a new

life.

74

even with artifiecial limbs. "I

ank God

everyday.for his love and his goodness. God has been my strength and my source of

1S _DE
i
happiness, through the journey. Now it is hard to defeat a man with that spirit

~ SRR z

of gratitude and appreciation in his heart. If you want to find divine happiness
—~ then do as thq{fsgl i 4 — enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into
e, i " Py ”

r

his courts with praise. Be thankful unto him aﬁd bless his name,

ther/wrote I was hurrying around the kitchen getting breakfast, for my

R e

husband and three children. The syn.was streaming in. The sound of frying egg§,and
RN . e e,

i

=
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bacon mingled with the ecasual chatter of my husband and children. As I looked at

them, I was so ovegzyhgw

ed by their beauty. That tears sprang to my eyes and I

was

Yes, such moments of appreciation..for even the family and loved onmes.

E — //
[Prov. 23:7 - Egr_aswa:m%%,thinketh in

his heart, so is he;f We set the mggdthr each day. By our attitudes, by our thoughts.

I am well aware of the fact that I capnot simply think away things - but on the

o Rt e Nl

other hand, I can create many problems for myself by negative thinking. We must face

#

reality, and at the same time - we do not need to manufacture problems.

=, A littleseir] lafter a wonderful day reminded her mother at bedtime, T have had

such a happy.time today. I am glad, the mother said, but tell me - what made this

R 7
umyﬂthau%htsmpush

Py
day different from yesterday. She said, well, yesterday, I let,

mgméggggd and today I pugbed my thgggh;s,apgynd.

Now that is the(é;;;;sof many of you. You let unChristian thoughts push you
- g ~

for 14p 15 e 77?“’7”%7*’%%%%&!% Yo hondl |

I know that pogitive thinking will not cause all of your problems to disappear.

around. And it is harder.

But it will change your attitude toward life in general. Ask God to make this a
good day. And have Him show you how you can help to make it one, And then béiieve
that things will go right for you. You have to see faith., We have to look at life
- not with a rose colored glasses but we have to see here - people as they really
are. Rather than as we wish them to be. And people need to do this even in
marriage - husband and wife. One woman said, I knew when T married my husband

that nothing but an act of God would interfere with his work. Of course that

increased her happiness when she realized he was very devoted to the calling that

he had entered,
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ES”EQEQLhiDg_igg*QEESEE, God did not make us to live in this world as

selfish individuals. We must reach out and help others. The man that lives
only for himself hates nothing so much as being alone with himself, Pascal

once wrote.

Jesus was never idle. He was busy continually helping others. In fact,
—

the son of man came not to be ministered too but to minister. And to give his

life a ransom for many. And Jesys said, I am among you as he that serveth.
Many other wonderful things can be said about our Lord. As he instructs us in

the way of serving other people.

Now I have never met a happy person who was not commit?sﬂ tq a-ﬁob or task.
The person who has a mission in life is a person who is not self-centered. For
them happiness is just a by-product of work and duty. This is one of the facts

of why mothers with babies seldom get sick as other people do in the family.

Remember the man that bound up the wounds of the man who had been robbed and

found happiness in that soul.

74
warns us not to put our trust in princess - happy is he wrote the Psalmist, that

— -

7

hath the God of Jacob for his help. Whose hope is in the Lord, his God. Now
7

everyone has his possessions -~ and in his possession, a generous supply of faith.

Quite often we find people who will say, T just don't have enough faith, This is

not an accurate statement. What they ought to say is, I am just afraid to use my

faith. 4

Mot G117 ~ Lol Tl o], pra el Senit, e Vot i queslt Lol
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kikea.boomer-rang. You

Jin his healing words said J:gé; 021

begin using what you have and it comes back to you in great measure.

And faith in God will help you to be able to tolerate even the uncertain.
You will be able to live even though you cannot understand and know what may be
tomorrow. Columbus assumed that the world was flat.  He set out to get to the

East Indies by a new route. All was uncertain.

-{c. H.uﬁaryé%“ a man of math. Once received

The famous University of Cambri

a bulky letter from India. It was written by a pooY_ untutored clerk who asked for

JIAR e

his comments on some strange looking theorems. Many people would have returned the
e e

letter un-read. Tn fact, several professors had done so. But Harvey ignored the

cheap paper, the bad Fnglish, and gave it his attention. An hour of study revealed

to him that the writer was a natural mathematical ggniug. Harvey persuaded Cambridge
natural mathematical genius Fsuaced Lambrlc

to bring that man to Fngland. And soon that man was put on the faggl%; and elected

———

- and turned out five masterpieces of modern mathematics. <E;§£p)is something like

Harve had.

@&a)can be trusted - everything I see points to this truth. The universe, that
v

God does not waste anything.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterdav, today, and forever.

Jesus who had compassion upon the sick, restored sight to the blind, forgiveness

to the sinful. 1Is here to bind up wounds and to put a new song in our hearts.

, ‘
; on his 70th.Birthday said, I_am not afraid of tomorrow. I have seen
¥, ke o

S AR
.# Now with this kind of happiness, you can trust God.

&4%51WJZ /%%KV o AL /Man 1homa <%d<§wvw£7e%é ,élrﬁﬂwra, dﬁﬁﬁi&e ﬂ@f'zlﬁb
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between the root and the leaf. Dry rot - soon brings the dry rot into the leaf.

Men cannot see the roots of Christian character. But they can see the leaf. And
what is hidden in the roots will come to the appearance. The outward life will

flourish or else we will see the withered leaves.

The happy man is success - and whatsoever he doeth, he shall prosper. The bud,

the blossom, produces fruit.

(;gi&gif is the way your life has been——or is it in contrast with the ungodlv

that shall perigh. Bring your life in perfect harmony with his will. Albert

welt ery an accomplished musician could no longer be happy living as he was.
o 3 __ﬂ~,~—~—*-~1;7

He wrote about himseif. .He sald I settled with myself -~ that I would consider

for g;tw- On that

‘gind. But that experience was one of divine happiness. By doing anything else

he would have been miserable. “D1v1ne happiness.

Ry

«Lswdthd kreach) And it can be

mine inspite of all the surrounding circumstances If we give unreserveably to
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Not all people seek it. Not all people know the way. There is a difference in
pleasure and in happiness. Pleasure belongs to something that is fleeting. Happiness
bglqggs to the soul and that is abiding. True happiness comes from nearness to God.

s

Tt is in the heart. BRlessed are the pure in heart. For they shall see God.

Happiness is in the opportunity aé:;;;£23991n€§d the body of Jesus. It was an
opportunity. And she was blessed. And if you cease the opportunity - it will bless

you.

Yes, faith in God will come through obedience in His word. John 13:17 it says,
W
if you know these things - happy are ye if you do them. Joy is obedience to the

call of Christ. It is being ready.

Tn faith, John 20:29 - attempt great things for God and we know that God will
fulfill this promise. So everybody wants happiness but not everybody knows the

way to happiness.
We may have the knowledge of God's Word on how to be happy.

And that brings us to the closing thought - fifth, you must live your life in
perfect harmony with his being. - Live in his will and he wants you to live. Most
LIect harmOny e
of us want to be happy. But most people insist on living according to their own

wishes. Of course that is impossible. The choice is always ours. Place ourselves

in God's hands - or we can refuse it.

Now God has never put a person in a place where it is too small for him to

grow, But it is that we refuse to grow.

irst [ g%%%he begins to tell about theihaéégwmaai He says he is joyful
L

because he elighzg in the law of the Lord. The Christian life and happiness is not

i s

Y
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merely one of giving up something. But it is entering in at a new and happy

inheritance at the word of God.

The(prodigal sow had to zive‘gg__gggguébings - so he could possess the best robe

and enter into the joys of the happy home.
But what were they - the swine's troft, his rags.

The word of God says - the land flowing with milk and honey. And the flowers

never wither there. It delights them.

Another thing is - that(man)is thoughtful. He h

~.

1:)Day and night.

Now if you are going to find happiness you have to do the same in prosperity
as well as in adversity. Make the word of God your council, your meditation,

a word of truth for you.
Like Elijah, his servant, went out and looked again and again before he could
see a cloud the size of a man's hand. Vhen we think of Jesus Christ and the blessings

that he is able to bring to us, are we ready to meditate upon it day and night.

That happy man was also hopeful, V. 3. He‘wascgggé a tree planted by the streams

of water. He is full of expectation. And that tree is not just something that you

see upon the surface. That tree puts down deep roots where it can be fed. Now

<
while other trees may be starving, that tree is not stunted by drought. It is satisfied

because it has buried its roots in the streams and so the happy man gets his strength

from God. The happy man is fruitful - he brings forth his fruit in season. Now
men do not gather grapes from thorns. But being filled with the fruit of the spirit
- it is manifested. Gal. 5:22. Another thing about this happy man is that he is

that it is beautiful. UWis leaf also shall not wither. There is a vital connection
m



