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FIRST STORY OF POW’s
FROM RABAUL

No Clue to the Whereabouts of |
Many Australians Captured Thcul

From ERIC THORNTON

JacQuinoT Bay (NEW BRITAIN)
For three years and eight months
Rabaul has been a place of mystery.
Intelligence reports filtering back
gave only a sketchy idea of Japanese
activities, and, unlike other Japanese-
held areas, almost nothing was known
of the fate of POW’s there. None
escaped from Rabaul to tell the tale,
and so the worst was feared.
Now part of the story is out, car-
ried by the 28 survivors liberated on
Friday by the destroyer HMAS Ven-
detta. They are the remnant of an
unknown number of white POW'’'s
originally held at Rabaul by the Jap-
anese, but certainly numbering many
hundreds, and the story they tell is
one of mental and bodily torture and
extreme privation.
For Australians perhaps the most
tragic feature is that of the many
Australians captured by the Jap-
anese in this area only one so far
has been recovered. None of the sur-
vivors knows what happened to the
Australians, but they do know that
in November, 1942, hundreds of white
prisoners were shipped away to an
unknown destination, The 28 sur-
vivors know they are lucky to be
alive, and the 18 British soldiers
among them can thank the fact that
they were too ill to be of use to the
Japanese when their comrades were
taken away Lhree years ago. They
are all still weak from disease and
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are all still weak from disease and
privation.

The Australian is Captailn V. J.
Murphy, of Toowong, Brisbane,
whose wife {5 living with her parents,
Mr and Mrs W. Ward, Wandin rd,
East Camberwell, Melbourne.
Murphy, who was formerly a patrol
officer in New Britain, was on a
special mission on the south coast
of New HBritain, sending out informa-
tion and helping the evacuation of
airmen, when he was captured on
November 1, 1943, The full story of
his exploits is still a military secret,
but after his disappearance Tokyo
Radlo broadcast news of him, and
he was the only prisoner known to
be held at Rabaul.

Until March he was held with
others In a barred prison, formerly a
Chinese tailor's shop, at Rabaul, and
Japanese guards never took thelir
eyes off them day and night,

HERDED IN CAVE

In March, 1944, they were bombed
out of Rabaul, and the Japanese Pdut
them into a cave 30ft long, 5ft wide,
and 7ft high. In this hole were
jammed 56 whites and seven natives,
handcuffed in pairs, the last batch
being drawn in with ropes, The en-
trance was boarded up, and the
prisoners could not find room to sit
down. Two days later 21 were taken
away. A number of shots were heard
and the prisoners did not return. The
same thing happened next day, when
19 were taken away, and the pris-
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iy were taken away, and the pris-
oners remaining began to wonder
when their turn would come. No
more were taken out, however, al-
though shots were heard in the same
direction on the third day.

The Japanese later reported to
Murphy, as senior officer among the
POW’s, that of the 40 taken away
49 had been killed by Allled bombing
while being taken to Watom Island,
flve miles from Rabaul, Murphy's

party soon aflerwards were given
better quarters.

"TESTS"" ON PRISONERS
Just before the surrender a Jap-
anese doctor began to carry out
malaria tests on white prisoners,
After a week he reported to Murphy
that six showed no positive slgns of
malaria, and believed they must
have developed immunity. To prove
this he wished to give them injec-
tions of blood from “healthy"” Jap-
anese. On July 29 two of these men
died, but the doctor claimed that
dhf:m t:cu nnttgue to thamiu%ectlom

alUse o, vious

malignant malnrelz. P 7 e
During the last few months of |
captivity, Murphy said, their ration |
was four ounces of rice daily, but
after the surrender they were given
much better treatment.

Another survivor, WO Runa.ld‘
Charles Warren, RNZAF, of Christ-
church, NZ, was flot of a Corsair
ethﬂit1 ﬁgwn Off Duke of York Island

-  The Japanese put h
splints on his broken leE. but

received no further medical atten-
tion. Later he wag taken to Rabaul
and ke%m a boarded-up cave 15ft
long, arren was unable to com-
Municate with his relatives, and has
si learned that they were in-

Emm he was missing, belleved

BROUGHT FROM SINGAPORE |
orioine . Te5cued British POW's were
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November, 1 =
%) compared with whlg:f'(li.;:r'ﬂg-
mﬁn Moore, of Aberdare, said, the

lship Altmark was a 1
At Rabaul they were set (3 ok
unloading s y were set to work

hips, although ma
suff ny were
m‘% Ifmf“ dysentery, malaria,

18 » Among whom were
m mﬁ‘-m*lvm. were taken from
away in ll;.lfitg and 517 were sent
On November 28, 1942, the

) . t
death occurred among the plrtynl?ft.

mercifully with bamboo
anything that displeased thepe” Tio,

men suffering from malaria were de-
talled to fill a drum with water,
using 10-gallon containers, but they
were s0 weak that they were unable
to sto? the containers striking the
side of the drum and duna.gin%elt.
A Japanese soldier thereupon beat
them about the heads with a bamboo
rod, knocking one man’'s eye out. He
died a fortnight later.

When tr{ltng to remember dates
durin the interview, Bdr W.
Murphy, of Port Glasgow, kept re-
ferring to a list of dead comrades
he had kept secretly throughout cap-
tivity, showi names, dates, and
causes of death.

Rations were lowest in March and
April this year, when the rice ration
was cut to 12oz daily. The Japanese
would eat any als killed by
strafing, Once they dug up a horse
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strafing. Once they dug up a horse
after it had been buried 12 hours
and ate it.

Sgt P. Nolan, of County Wexford,
Ireland, said three British soldiers
died on Watom Island as a result
of starvation and mental and physi-
cal torture. Five days before one
died he was beaten unmercifully
with bamboos across a huge ulcer
covering the lower leg.

A great change took place after
atomic bombs were dropped and
Tokyo made surrender moves, “They
couldn’t do enough for us then,” said
Nolan. “They opened their stores
to us and fed us up with their best
chicken.,”

Nolan saild he was a regular sol-
dier like others, and he intended to
soldler on.

“It's good to see the Navy,” was
the first fervent exclamation from
one of the party of seven Ameri-
cans, a New Zealander, an Aus-
trallan, and a Dutchman waiting on
the jetty at Rabaul when Captain
F. Bryce Morris, RAN, naval com-
mander in NG, went ashore un-
armed with a small party from the
Vendetta to rescue 28 white POW's
three days ahead of schedule,

After covering minesweeping by
four Australlan corvettes in Simp-
son Harbour on Thursday Vendetta
anchored in the harbour, and Cap-
tain Morris ordered two Japanese
officers out to the ship and told them
he wanted the prisoners to be ready
at Rabaul next morning. The
Japanese explained they weré on
Watom Island.

BLUNT WORDS YO JAPS

Next morning Captain Morris and
Lieut Handcock went ashore—the
first unarmed white men voluntarily
to enter Rabaul In three and a half
years. The Japanese objected to

Captain Morris approaching the
POW's whn wara gponn hahind
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POW.s, who were seen behind
some soldiers, but, telling them:
“I am giving orders here, and 1 want
no nonsense,” Captain Morris
swept them asidce.

The POW's went into raptures over
their first clgarettes and bread and
butter and bully beef. Captain
Murphy, the Australian, sald he
would henceforth keep a tin of bully
on his mantelpiece, wilh a
candle burning at each slde,

While the POW's, including the 18
British POW's, were being taken
aboard Vendetia, Captain Morris
and Lieut Handcock went on a tour
of Rabaul in a Japancse car, Cap-
tain Morris said later: ‘“Rabaul just
doesn’'t exist. Not a building of it
is Intact. The town is overgrown
with a 20ft-high jungle and the
foreshore is littered with wrecks.”
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