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FAITH--THE SPIRITUAL DYNAMITE

Hebrews 11

These could be the most important 30 minutes of your life. Undoubtedly

there are many people listening to me today who feel that they are floundering.
Your life is hollow and very disappointing. You are saying what is the use

anyway. But I want to talk about the basie happiness and purpose in life.

You do not have to have money, culture, or social position -- but you must have

this. For today @Mwmm}

During the persecution of the first centg;y, a humble Chris;%;n was brought

before the judges. He told them that nothing they could do could shake him.

Because he believed that if he would be true to God, God would be true to him.

7
Do _you really think yqu will go to Qgg and his glo;;,,they asked. T do not
think ~ ([ knoy he said.

Christian faith is{more than hog?. It is a hope turned to certainty.

Today we take up God's honor roll.
/ . , , -
/L, / VV;éZng, ?TViZ%uZ%/bi‘N —
In V.£3§)— Chapter 10, our writer: takes a<new direction)-- he plans to go
/

ahead., He warns his readers of the danger they f if they refuse ;%,go into

covenant relation with Christ. He stated, the(just shall live by faith??

Now this quotation is from Habakkuk. Tt is the only verse from the 01d
L Y
Testament that is quoted 3 times in the New Testament. Martin Luther made the
battle cry of the reformation, this text. Now this chapter 11, is referred

to as the roll call of faith. And it is the favorite chapter of many people.
- s — e ma—e—— >
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They needed fgi;b to go on, with Christ to grow in His gservice. Therefore,

he undertakes to give an elaborate description of their blessings and

£ answere in peril of drawipg back.

privileges in Jesus Christ.

It is important to that God hgﬁl;gﬂz had two ways;of saving

men. The revelation of his grace has come gradually. Yet, the one real

thing has been faith.

The Fr?ly Blace? in the Bible where a definition of faith on this
important matter is attempted is hgre in this place. He selects

the 01d Testament history. And brings them together like apples of gol7d

in baskets of silver. It is a portrait gallery - it is a Christian manual.

While the whole substance of our religion is compressed. And illustrations
give it dignity and power. The followers of Christ need only look into it.

And he will find food and strength.

Now as you read this, speak about difféerent kinds..ef.faith.

They talk about EistoricalZfaith as it is limited in the Sgriptures. They

talk about a‘temgoraryl faith as a seed that fell on stoney ground. Others

talks about faith of [miracle

s}—- that if one has the faith the size of a
mustard seed , it shall be able to remove mountains. They also call

it a!justifyinaor savirg,/faith, in reference to salvation.
R I R,

Faith is one of the plainest and most Q?mmon exerciges) of the human mind.
w

It is to the mind what the hand is to the body as an instrument.

i@— All faith is essentially the game - the substance of things hoped
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for -~ the evidence of things not seen.

Now many people here have never been to Iﬁarisj But we believe that.such
< 7

a place exists. And the faith that give us this existence in our minds, is

just as true as if our eyes-had seen it. There is no hésitation that we

would set out this place because it is a perfect reality to us.

the e @

world is the circumstangeg‘ of the case., The things which a Christian believes

The only difference between the Christian faith and common faith i

are things which do not come under human observation. But things that are

beyond the human vision - the unknown world.

The @- the Cospel is giving agsent, to the revela;i_gn_,tn_uh}ch God

has made. Christian faith in its whole extent isrt:;king (Ee_d‘ at h_i_.i word. ;

When he said, I _am the Loxd fhy—%m, thou shalt have no other Gods before me.

Then we look upon him with reverence. When he says, this is my beloved son,

in whom I am well pleased - hear ye him. This is faith.

M@ he talks about the work of @e_a_(_lgr? That by faith we understand

how God was able to make this world, and create it out of nothing.

The first three verses deal then with the _ry_1_t_1_1;e_o_f__£a7

it is expressed - I'1l believe it when I see it e opposite of faith.

Faith has nothing to do with one's senses. ‘But it does not need faith to
believe what he can see. The only place where faith can be applied is in the

area where one must trust God, for what he cannot see.

(Charles B. Howard)a preacher, I think he is still living today. He
= /

is retired from Campbéll College as a professor, in N. C. His mother, Betty




Cooper Howard, had T. B. But she refused to lose her baby when the Doctor
N p—————

m————

told her it was either her life or his. She died in child birth. And her

son was reared by his sister. After Charles Howard had been preaching 22 years

- the.gggggr who had attendéd his mother tgld him she had prayed he would be

a boy. That she was trusting God to make him a preacher. Faith must stretch
/‘dle S 4

q&_pqg_iQto the future and trust.ggg. This is the way of life for the Christian.

Now faith is the substance of the things we hope for. The proof of the reality

of the things we cannot see.

There was a bel

made from existing/materials. And thus the earth was made up of flaws. But

monssanmant
mmnavast

our writer says, no, God made the world from nothing. By faith we understand

ef when this book was written that the world was

and he is convinced it was the word of God.

Some people think you can have faith only if you over-whelm your reasoning.
And the available facts, and blindly believe. TFaith is not victory over your
reason. God gives us ample evidence upon which to base our faith, Paul is
saying that we are sinners without excuse because the truth of God has been

given. Rom, 1:18-21,

II. FAITH BEFORE THE FLOOD - V. 4-7

Sm———T

We have mentioned the nature of faith in the first place and now he comes
to give us a demonstration. And in a series of demonstratioms, he will help

us to understand the matter of faith.

{
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By faith,‘Abe€>offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.

God doubtless revealed to the fi;g;_gaxane; the pogaihili;x__n£_§alvation

from the fall by bringing a sacrifice., Abel was complying by faith with this
direction. Now Cain had no faith in sacrifices, brought the fruit of the

ground.

Faith is taking God at his word. And this is what Abel was doing.

I 4 4
<i:)na§ been said that dead men-tell no tales. But the writer asserts

that Abel being qsgd, vet speaketh. The first example of a demonstration of

faith shows us faith perpet s. The full story is related in Gen. 4:1-15.
a———————ari.
Two men are at worship. They represent tqg_;ggas.of religion, found in the

world today. One burns an offering and it is rejected by God. His brother
brings an offering and it is accepted. In a jealous rage, Cain rises up and
kills his brother Abel. God sets a mark upon him and drives him out. Qﬁﬁg,

was Cain'

ed and Abel's acquted. We read that Cain brought the
fruit of the growad, Gen, 4i3. This was a thank offering. Cain was proud
of it. And he was ues And refused to make his offering

blood for his sins.

Abel brought the firstlings of the flock and offering this a sin offering.
Because he saw himself as a sinner. And the lggb.yas a substitute for his

sins, Therefore, Abel, being dead - yet speaks,

\Xi::>—<£;ocg)by faith was translated that he shall not see death.

According tonoch was a preacher - he talked about the Lord and judgement.

He believed, he preached.

He(walked with G ith, and that faith triumphed over death. And

it takes him to Heaven without even dzipg on this earth.
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Now translated is derived from the compound Latin words trans -
AR TR ~_—a > é 7

acrosg or over. And Ferro, the irregular verb tg hear.or to carry.

He waséww This is the case of
Enoch. He was well—gleas%;g unto God. He was the first man who

ever entered Heaven in body and_soul - both of them. The times he
ieaven N

lived were in great wickedness. But he set a gedly example befiore his

children in that he pleased God. And that's why God tramslated him

directly from this earth to Heaven - and he passed through death.

I know we have all heard the story as the‘}igglgé;;;z>talked about

this when she said that Enoch in his life walked day by dav with God.

And Enoch was a friend of God's and he went for a walk with God one day.
And on that day, they walked a lgopg.way. And it was getting Jlate, God
said Enoch - we are clgsex.to my bousa than yours. Why don't you just

come home with me and he did.

Q By faith_@belng warned of God, of things not seen as yet

moved with fear -~ preparéd the Ark to the saving of his house. By which

he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness - which is

by faith., He triumphed over judgement by faith. By acting thus upon the
word of God, he condemned the world. And every tgg_gf_ﬁgahis_haeger was a

part of his preaching, of righteousness to his generation. It declared

his faith - the things that he went about to do.

Noah stands out as a man who had a working faith. He had been warned
of God, and this tremendous faith of Noah - in the face of great obstacles

is found in the book of Gen. It is needed in our time.
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Faith moved him «@ If one obeys - he trusts. If he trusts, he

will obey.

I read a story about a high-wire artist named\Blondin{ He used to

thrill audiences by walking across Niagara Fa He caused
L )

‘rope.
a great sensation one day but announcing that the next day he would push
a man across the same wire in a;yhgg;hazggg; Newspaper announced that he

promised this event. Many people argued that it was impossible.

On the streets of Niagara on the day of the proposed performance, a

preacher by the name of Mr. Ruth freely expressed his belief that the rope
> (4

walker would take his man across safely. While such a discussion was going
on Blondin, happened by. It was a pleasure to meet you Mr. Ruth, he explained.

I have been looking all day for.gnpan like you - I want you to get into the

wheelbarrow. Nearby observers said you could hardly see the preanher*s\gggzsif

for the dust. to the wheelbarrow. Faith is total trust

and committmeat. Nogtr'had that kind of faith - to place himself in God's

hands. With complete trust to save him. And like Noah, we are called to

build an Ark - and this is done when we get into Christ. But there is a work

of faith for us - we are the people. And we must witness

7
to him and take the good news to every soul. We do this just as Noah, with

fear of the coming judgement. There is no time to slumber, we must be steadfast.

I Cor. 15:58,

Therefore, we see that before the %;Bﬁd there were men that had faith.

Abel, Enoch, and Noah.



I1, FAITH DURING THE TIME OF THE PATRIARCHS

All the way from Abrahm to Joseph, he considers these men of faith.

V. 8-22,
-,.-———/

He begins with{Abraham,/the promised geed. He was a man who
had faith and took the first step by being called out of his own place

into another land.

&@, By faith he trodded the pilgrim path as a strangey, living in

tents.

— He looked for a city =~ whose foundation, builder; and maker is

l._@jﬂe have reference to @ faith -~ that it was impossible

from a human standpoint that she should ever become a mesher, of the promised

God.

child. But there was the fulfillment, because of her faith. She counted

him faithful who had promised.

Now theAbraham's mi;sion in life is by faith, as

this man left with his wife, his nephew, and moved on west. He had many

objections,

Horace Bushnel}), said that every man’s.life is_a plan of God. And your
4
faith has fajled you unless it has helped you to interpret your life in terms

of the will of God and to know that. Like Abraham,@ialled for a__.

specific purpose.
T et e PO ——
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Zgary Mart'A) of Peter Egg_f%ge, says that the best advice she ever

had came from her father when she was a girl, You'll find, he told her,

that the world is full of people who think they know yaour dury. Don't

shut your ears - listen to them all. But hear the truth and do what you
— A ———

know is right.

She said the advice stood by her in private life she is Mxsw—Richard

Halliday., And she and her husband had a daughter named égszh Heller. At
‘an early age, Heller began to aggggx—nn~shn%§ with her mother. And Mary

Martin took for granted that her daughter would follow her in the tbsiszs.
But during the high school summers, she worked as a nurses' aid in a New
York hospital. 1In her sanég;_xggr, she told her parents that she was going
to take up nursing. Mary Martin said, her father and I had nothing to say.

Heller tried again to make us understand. You keep telling me that I can be

q_gggg_asfzsij), I don't know. It doesn't mean anything to me. But when a

Docto; tells me I'm a good nurse, I know it is true. CEE echoes inside ?f:>
“w

And I know that is what I want to i my life.

Her grandfather, if he were alive says Mary Martin, he would approve as

we do ~ though she has chosen a different line from gfipe. I know it will be

a good one for she hears the truth.

Now that is appened to _Abraham - he heard the.yoice of God calling

and saying to him "go'. And Heller Martin felt that the plan for her was
.———-——-.""‘-—z

nursing ~ it echoes inside me she said. There was something insid%7which

responded - and she knew that was what she wanted to do with her life., And
7

Mary Martin says if her grandfather were alive, he would approve as we do.

Even though she had chosen a different line of work - he knows she hears the

truth.
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Now if we for our lives —(twoz things will happen.
j‘jeré, we will get aéurgosg)which will giye meaning to the days work.

The office, the store, the classroom. It will not just.drag along for us

-~ we will not be bored todeath. But there will be a purpose -~ not just a

grind., But it will be divine service.

Sggenf, it offers us(gowex) When you are doipng what you believe to be

the will of God - then you can count on the strength of God.

V. @ A‘P_r’aﬂ;_an was a man who had faith and it gave him great

to face some of the darkest experisnees-ef.life. Take your own( soh,

Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Morjah and offer him as a burnt

offering upon one of the mountains, of which I shall tell you. This father

had waited for years for this son, was he ready to meet this sort of test.

A three day trip to the mountain, and there on the altar - the wood was layed
in order. The boy in question did not see a lamb.. The father takes a knife

and just before the fatal blow - an angel restrained him. And a substitute

is there nearby.

When you find soge situation as Abraham faced it,
fit in_the picture. When the will of(God>places some demand

upon your faith - u going to_rebell.

God will not regquire the sag:.i.ﬁ.}p' e which he seems to command of

Abraham because he met the test of obedience. Sometimes it works out that

way. Sometimes God saves you from the sacrifice you,dread.

The, you must be ready to sacrifice the most dear thing

for the loyalty of God. It may be some personal relationships. You must chose




-11-
between the will of God and the relationship which may mean so much to you.

When@;mw, he was thinking of whw

family if he was executed. The thought of the little blind daugh;;r who
was so dear to him - it haunted him. He said, I saw in this condition - I

was a man who was pulling down his house upon the head of his wife and

children. Yet though, T must do it.

\ The dearest idol I have known
Whatever that idol be

Help me to tear it from thy throne

And worship only thee.

as a man who would sacrifice the degrest thing in life for God.

This happened in the gg;lx_ghg;;h. In a home, one parent would become a

Christian - the other did not. The children became Christians and the parents
did not. The sword came down upon that home, and unless there had been those
who had counted €hrist dearer than all besides, there would be no such thing
as Christianity today. God must come first in our lives or else he comes no

where.

(::>we take God at his word and stake everything on him, even when there

seems to be nothing but a blank wall before us - the way of escape will open

up .

Faith is still doing its good work. This picture is as modern as 1962

in ééfggt Hills, Long Island.) A six,xggx_glg_Maxnhaa had always been known

of perfect health., Then ogg_gay the whole world was doomed for my husband
e’

and me. Our sentence was to watch Marghi, change from a plump beautiful child
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to a tortured bit of humanity - with eyes that pleaded to know what was happening.
The story goes on how the mother learned to live with that dark truth. And her

faith grew so she ,ceased to think of it and rather think of it as a kind of

miracle. Finally when the day the little girl closed her.eyes in peaceful sleep,
she said, I Lniss Marchia and long for her. Shg wag all of my life and the way
seems long without her. But I never question why. I _have full faith in Godls
wisdome No longer can I ever truly fear anything again. Because life as I

know it now, is but a small part of all eternity where our child is.

It tells us that(IsaacSwhen he had left Jacob and Esau concerning

things to come - declared unto him he would perform what he had promised

Abraham.

@ By faitb-éa‘nhj)when he was dying blessed both of his sons and
R e ) .

worshipped leaning upon the top of his staff.

@— And éosegb) his faith, is made mention of when he gave a command

concerning his bones - his body. He speaks of the time just before his death.

_Y\.‘@.— All died without seeing the promigse of God fulfilled. They had
not received Canaan as an inheritance yet but the nation had not received
W

its promised greatness. The Messiah had not yet come. They were still living

in a strange and foreign land.

We must greatiyadmire these giants of fait‘l'> who did not have a Bible

-
as ours. Or a minister or a preacher to show them the way - and yet they
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trusted God. All died short of realizing the promise but they did not despair
of faith and hope. Their face conquored death. And the birthright of the

promise was passed along the line.

And theof faith is passed along the line in training up a child

in the way that he should go. And God's hlessjngs will go out beyond our homes.

Nows::! we_empty vessels - nothing wild go.

Sarah died. He bought a little plot for the family burying ground. When he

died, this is all he owned. Neither Isaac or Jacob owned anymore. Joseph was
a great man in Egypt but he knew that they would go back and inherit the
promised land. All these by faith, kept God's promise. Abraham believed that
God held the future. By reason that he was 99 years old and Sargh was 89 when
Isaac was born. God gave us to him from the dead. IE God commands a sacrifice

- then he will do it.

IV. FAITH IN THE TIME OF MOSES AND THE PROPHETS

V. 23-39.

_XLK:::L(%oses’who occupied a large place this section. And in him we

see faith working under various circumstances, Inprovidence he was placed

in Pharoah's house. He was probably made an heir to the thrqge. By faith,

it took him out of the.palese and sent him into the wilderness. And when he
was come of full age, and at_ég_zsizi, he refused to be called the son of
Pharoah's daughter and aligned himself  with the slaves in Egypt. He sought

his home in the desert.

Let us keep in mind that faith before the flood, and faith before the
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Patriarchs period, and faith during Moses and the prophets time was éothing

more than takinW) It wasn of this - it

was a practical and a voluntary thing. Arguments may convince people that

the Bible is the word of God. And all the statements are true. But its

demands are just but we may not act upon these - to take God at his word

and follow these example that have been shown, is to settle something in your

heart. And it is a living - working faith. A germ that grows in your heart.

v

The simple text which you may determine the genuineness of your faith
- have you made your calculations according to the word of God. Are you

endeavoring sincerely to live in obedience to his commands. The Bible declares

that we are sinners -~ that we need to repent. Have you then prepared to meet

your God,

Now Moses was a(pzoper subject SUb'eWh. He is a familiar name

and a brief account. And in an unusal way during the time he was an(infana

wvas concealed for three months. And at last, put in a little grk of bullrushes
and Pharoah's daughter who was down at the river.to wash and bathe made the

discovery - and then in turn hired the mother to nurse the child for her.

Another great consideration about Moses is that he made a tremendous

choice.

Y;:g:::z: It was an inward action that he was free to make.

This\&hoicé\consisted of‘two thing%)— of wegtth, glory, and authority

with religion of idolatry. Or proverty, shame, oppression, and a hope for
\N———-——-—‘
reward beyond the grave. Here was a mighty struggle going on - maybe prayer

and sleepless nights . We have only to appeal to our own human nature.
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To really learn how difficult and hard it was for Moses to give up one
for the other. A place of honor in the palace to go out among the brickyards.
S ST A

He chose to suffer the affliction of the people of God. Than to enjoy the

pleasures of sin for a season. Here was principle. Here was faith.

GEE!!E' as displayed in the choice which Mqgses made. He suffered with
his kinsman. And he aaggnded.:n—:he.:h:nep to liberate his brethren.

se Moses had decided to(pléy it safe, and say, well, I'll live
-ﬁ

longer thap.PHaxeah. And then I'll settle this thing. And even admitting

———

that Moses might have survived the king, and succeeded to the throne. There

And the idols in that region would have been in his way.
It is no doubt about it that this was a snare of Hell, Well, wealth,
%—”———7
pleasure, power, and honor. All these before Moses. Now which plan would

he adopt. Pharoah did go to his grave his grave first. And there were

the trials, the plagues, and nowé&égggzhas been in Heaven at_Jleast.3000 years.

And I imagipe he rejaices with the blessed. They tell.us that Moses and
Elias tglkgﬂ,ni:h_laﬁgﬁ on the Mount. Peter and John attested to it. Now

(Ei% you think that he now regrets it. Do you suppose that he says, that

sacrifice of giving up all that wealth, etc., is just too much for me. No,

I think he is well satisfied, with his choice.

There is sg much in this chapter - that you just can't spend too much

time on each man. But Mosée,. we can learn much about his faith. The basic
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thing here that we see in Mosés is that it was not a senW1se.
He was not just tipWection. It was not just a once

a w of some kind of religious creed that he went through. But
faith put him in the main stream where there were swift moving currents.

And it was up to date with him.

F@is up to date with_ug, @_t_gkg a.close look at Egypt and what
it had to offer. Moses was placed in the royad—family. The son of Pharoah's

daughter. It was not the easiest thing in the ‘world for him to give up because
Egypt offered a great deal of wealth.. Another thing he gave us were the
indulgencies, of the oriental court. What kind of choice would you have made.

Would not some of you said, well, I'11l just live it up.

The @rhing is true today - Moses made the éentification with the

N e

peep.'l.a—af&o*d/) Who were they. They were Hebrews, Israglites, and down-trodden

slaves., And here was a crisis of a decision. And he cast his lot with them.

Yoy say Moses was.g.fasl - but I want to say to you that I think Moses

had some solid reasons behind his choice.
————_— ———— -

-
For one thing,/the @easures of sin were short—liﬁvg They do not last

long. All the pleasures of sin have the dw in their chest.

~

The second solid reason iS’GhE future belongs to GOQ In this passage

you discover here that God had something better to offer. And today, he does.

V Faith takes men across_the Red Sea,




-17-

V.— Faith defies the facts. Here is a note concerning Joshua and

R

qgghnaf‘“Strong - fortified city.

@ The second story is the story 6who perished not because of

her faith, that enabled her to %fsggg_ggxicho, and to find salvation.

Y;S::;t-?ther‘heroes Jof the faith during this time - Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Lot o

Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. He just sort of scans the
- — .

the story of the fall of . This strange story is in the book of

N

whole of history. He does not take them in a particular order. Or note the

characteristics - but binds it together as being a story of faith.

V. 33-39 - Tells us about the suffering and the defiance in the different

periods of history. He just gives an illustration.

V*J:;E:‘He said faith for them stopped the mQuths of lions. He is talking

about Dapiel-in the lions den.

V. 34 - He talked about how faith quenched the violence of fire. The three.

Hebrew children and those who escaped with Peter at the edge of the sword.
-—-‘m_\

And out of weakness were made strong and waxed valiant in flight, turned to

flight the armies of the alienms.

1&5:::)—bhnen even received their dead back to life again. Looking for a better

resurrection - they had faith that they would live again.
V. 36 ~ They had other trials apd discouragements, imprisonments.

V. 37 - They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, and afflicted.
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You talk about people suffering.fox-theix faith. Whe

in a mad rage - he turned aside to Jerysalemw He attacked the city -

it is said that 80,000 Jews were killed.

10,000 wex in captivity. The worst was to come. He sapped the

city, the temple, the golden—eltare, And he offered swine's flesh on

the altar. They forbid the Scriptures and the law. And if they were found

they underwent great miseries and torments. They were whipped with rods.
ka

Their bodies.usse-torn.to pioccas. They were crucified, while they were
: .
still alive and breathing. They were also strangled.ﬁow whom

they had circumsized and the kings appointed hapgima~thedxr_sons around their
necks as if they were upon their crosses. If they found a sacred book of

the law, it was destroyed. And those miserably perished who owned it. It

was a deliberate attempt to wipe out a people's religion.

It is a fact that we owe our faith to those who were willing to be martyrs

Fhans)

and to under go the most severe punishment imaginable. As story?azﬂsr story

I 4/ 7 /vy_
Q\tells of those who were 6@%‘)&3@1& wQeelg—)and thoseﬂln_frying pans.

And those who fingers were wrapped with irons and had to walk on hot cinders,
Srmmnmsanaune

/

They would whip and tie them to wheels until they diglocated and fractured

every.ligh, They heaped up fyel and.set fire to it. And they put them with
4

wild beasts and let them drag all the flesh off them: So they died in faith,
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