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It is a disgrace. You

give them an opportunity and practically every maj or eligion that has ever existed
nth 3 you  will notice that the 28th is a Day of Prayer
will use an Wﬁ%ﬁﬁ ssenting mino: Z for the Persecuted Church. Early in Jesus’ earthly ministry,
opposition surfaced and, before very long, turned into intense
dust. ‘ 7 and violent hatred. Experiencially this is foreign to us as Americans
‘ﬂuf / and, thus, we struggle to believe that such attitudes and actions
! still exist. The New Testament is clear, though, “all who desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12,
NASB). This is not that we resign, but rather that we anticipate
it. Persecution of the followers of Christ will continue and likely

Christians have persecuted the Ji%s for ctintensify until His triumphant return.
As we pray with insight and identifiable intercession for

it is difficult even to win Jews today to J esu1our believing sisters and brothers in places like Sudan, Albania,
China, Indonesia and many more, let us also remember and
sought to persecute_them. And they have lookecrejoice that God uses the faithfulness of His children even in/
persecution to draw people to Himself. From one of the oppres-
they have taken up persecution. sive places of the world this word has come, “Now in a town
where only recently there were no Christians, there are nearly 20.
Friends who previously had no interest at all in Christ are asking
for Bibles and how to become a Christian. . . . All this because
you cared and prayed.”
This special day is our opportunity to join with believers
Back there in the beginning of the Christiaround the world to care and pray for those who suffer for the
‘ sake of the gospel.
around. The Roman Empire, where so many of the, ) ()

-
Roman authorities - they sought to blot out the infant Christian church. The first

Roman Emperor to persecute Christians wa And he listened to some of the

wealthy Jewish population. They poisoned the minds.

Now this was brought about by the Jewish people, Martyrdom in all the world

happened in this city of Smyma./\’fﬁe of the greatest
h__\_‘_‘______‘—__(__,/’




in the city. Upon a Few when "the Wed and cried out as a mob

about Polycarp -- they brought him before the Roman Governor. He was given a choice

of saying, Wr Jesus is Lord. le rsiused to say Caesar was Lord. le
———— e

(the Governor) said say I swear that I will setthee at Liberty. Reproach Christ.
—_— 7

Polycarp answered this famous of all history - _and six years have I

served him and he ne i m, How then can I blaspheme my_King and my
oo A '

RS ' .
Saviour, W’heE tlie Governor -—- the aged pastor answeredéince thou art

vainly urging that I should swear by the fortune of Caesar and pretend not to know

who and what I am -- hear me, I am a Christian!"

T eem—

A little qj!;" he eatened him, I have wild beasts at hand.

To these will I cast Thee except will thou change. And the Governor said, seeing

w»
that you M the beasts, I will cast and cause thee t,o’lw

Polycarp answered, thou threatens me with fire, which burns for an hour. And after

a little is put out. But thou art iﬁoraai ii iiﬁ fi' b gi ih%ﬁ i‘“dﬂement.

Of the eternal punishment reserved for the ungodly. VWhy tarry thou, bring forth

what thou will. gathered the

the faithful pastor, in the flames. PolycarB Prazed this moving prayer.

and burned

I thank thee

that that thou has graciously thought me worthy of this day and of this hour. That I
ti

may receive a portion in the number of thy martyrs in the cup of thy Christ.

So died the pastor, the wf the church of oimmger. I know the

nd_goony unto death., I know thou utter destitution and want. I know thou

blasphemy, which say they are Jews and are not. But are the Synagogue of Satan - I

know and I understand.



-1

(hrist, I@. The Christian smilingly said, you cannot banish me
-

from Christ. lle has said I_will never leave Thee nor forsake Thee. The King was

angry and said -- well, I WM. The Christian replied, my

treasurers are_layed up on high. You cannot get to them. The King was preatly

angered and he said, well then, IMyou. And the Christian answered, 1

have been dead with Christ in this world for 40 years, Whﬁlﬂ.ﬂith Christ

in God, and you cannot touch it. To which the King said, what can you do with

said that wmn@ s\undis rb;thby the pain

f‘md sﬂerin% of others was him_sé]f__s-uﬂering from
hardening of the heart or softening of the brain.” Suf-

~fering is a universal problem. It confronts us daily

brought sharlzl/y into focus by one tragedy after an:

| #gther. It is a gg;l;;)_f, life: (Job reminds us that “man is_

[/ bom o trouble, as the spuks fy upward” (lob
g X

such & Fasesis, gt Kenney, o Bl caglin 1 id o T

5:7).
“God doesn’t carel *

IV. OUR LORD'S ENCOURAGEMENT

our Lord's words of encouragement. And praise

Je have come now to

and commendation, Foumd even in the way that he introduces himself.
O

If we look back to@\— he says to the angel of the church at Smyrna write

- these things saith the érst and the last Through all the trials that you will

ever have. I am at the beginning of it and I shall be at the end of it. T shall

be all the way through. I am the first and the last.

In carly days and '1M he would write over an

unknfgnmtry. liecre be d%ai»ow. Over an unknown place - here be !zgg%inig’ rey
sands.  Or over another place - here be the auss.
i ¥ —

Just so the CQri the map of the world, the

omes to an g -- he can write, here

map of all eternity. And when



long Kong airport. Ifis a telling story. A young woman

-11- was sitting near him, and after a whlle she burst into tearg
“thch moved 4qu1cklv mtu near hys . He tried to comfort
her and discovered she had lost her plane ticket back to
is Chri Qs my Lord, Ilerc is_my Sagd the United States. She had been sitting there for three how
Jnrist. _‘ “‘/ﬂl She did not know what to do. All her money had been sgen;
7 ) . ) foF et. cried and cried. He listened to her story.
my Redeemer. I he Ffirst and the last 3 Th paﬁ ently, and then he and an older couple, who had also be-
friend

nded her, d -

who suffered in Smyrna. Our Lord continues t| -t eat anecd lmdeﬁ :tel:tnft}:t%:ﬁ:g :ﬁetgetll-uteoalg:ﬂiz%%gse
and do something about her situation. The young woman
When he adds, T am he which was dead and is all  reluctantly agreed and slowly got up, and as she did ﬁﬁ,"ihg
' suddenly screamed [fhought somebody had shot her,”

alive is translated in the present tense. Tha Fulghumwrote. “What sit?” Qe cried. “My ticket! My ticker
I have been sitting on it all the time! Here is my ticket!” _Ags

he refers to his resurrection and great event | Shele left running to catch her plane, Fulghum wondered to
himself how many of us have the solution to our problem
and don’t know it because all the time we are sitting on our

became dead, and am now alive. lle was referri .z ficket” (1)

When he died and was buried and was raised frc]? Is it not true that many of us mémmg ——— 2
~* Sitting on our opportumnes for life and servicg, | can tell

you that love convinces, but love also calls for a response and
a cmmmrment Two men were convinced on that day as the

@ Our Lord said, J know thy works - tribulation, poverty, I know is not

the “W As he has said. If he had said, if I observe or I

see - T know having seen it in you. I know your works, tribulation, and poverty,
s .

This I know.

This comes from his own cxreri' ﬁace -- T know thy tribulation and thy poverty

and thou slanders me. They reviled him. Think how this suffering and this
S ~
persecution bhrought death to him. Ile has expressed it all, Ile has experienced

it all. lle knew all of this. T know, I know.

e V., ur Loxd gives encourareﬂﬁ-ni -~ fear none of those things which thou
shalt suffer. w That you may be tried. And ye

shall have tribulation M the number 10 is a It refers
to fierce and intense gcrqecutlon. The -+ in the land of Egypt. Dut the

Lord said, fear none of these things. HNow the Lord could have referred to ten

different periods of persecution. Which some historians have layed out. But one

might have expected/ghe Tord to say, fear not. T will allev% ate - T will relieve

-




the suffering. not, the dgy will soon pass. D(_)éﬁo’t_lm_aﬁ;:ai—ei1 I will destory

P

those who perse Lte you.
‘éfpﬂd e Qr*bfl ifL1LQ_

But thd

Christian may have cried out -- oh LordI we _have so much now, ve iannot bear it. Our

propertf’has been taken. Our homes 'removed from us. We live in fags and misery and

7
agony. In hunger and in want. Ve are gggggaxs/and we are despised.
f —— ———

Llord said e_of the same. To which the

Yet the t. There will be more hardships. There will just be

more. Is not anything promised the Christian besides suffering. Ixihulation,ﬂngxcrty,

misery and agony. Is there something else. The Lord never promised them any freedom

from this in this world,

Remember whd

hey might have a place at tlw_m

and one at thehlgle He dasked them, can you be baptized with my baptism. Can you

drink the cup that I ap going to drink. And they said they can. But how little did
OLNE to drink

they understand.

sword of lerod.

ou know, was left on the Iale a; “atmos to die of exposure.

% the last chapter in the Gospel of John, is called on to bﬁ ciucified .

unto death.
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You are going to have more trouble - amazing that Jesus said this to these

people,

\) 2 L The last thing that he says is to h@/'faithf But our Lord has

something else. u see the wicked prosper. When you see God's people having
i ‘g;;}iﬁi!llllllllllllllllﬁlllBI-iF

a hard time. And some seem to be living in an abundance of things. Some are having
2 LA :

all of this. But here you are - you do not have all of this. You have to struggle

about your health. You have to struggle about how you are going to live from week
~7

to week. And as a Christian, you are sufferlng these deprlvatlons At times, you
—_—

are hcln‘g persecuted and cast o t sﬁ ?f'e)u" ,ﬁé"“p‘ T 7 - 1'-27!)[2
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diﬁz = ®tan’ ou i i I say 1nto you, my little child -- fear not., Do not

1 Lrinron Boul. 1O0is =
be afraid. “"’"“*H Rl B oy ol M@M\f_

Tee 4~UY b
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ave said those same words to qsmbers o; %ﬁr church and congregation,

When at the same time, their lurks even in my

heart the shadow of fear. When I'am afraid even to speak - but our Lord gives us

complete assurance. I know. And because he knows, he says to these Christians at

Smyrna)he sa fear not. Fear n

all the way through., I will seeyou from the beginning to the end. I know all about

I am the first and the last I will be there

it,

There i

- do_nat despair,

of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
‘———_—_'_M-_(—_Q

4%

Do mi iil@uj_ Do _no itate

Fear none of those things. Yea, thought I walk through the valley
e

staﬁf_comfggxﬂmc. And thou strong arm support me.



Safe shall be my going

Secre d agai f de
ecretly amed against all of death one can estimate the good she has done. And yet when

Safe though all safety is lost 'she came to the day of her death, she said that she
{ }/ could one day when shq,lggg_lﬂwee from

safe where men falj ?? _.E.i_l_i,ul_‘{Yhyf 3
T "~ Fanny Crosby had done nothing wrong. In fact, she
And if these poor limbs die ~ Was a mere child of six when she lost her sight through

 an accident. Why?

Safest of all.

@hittier wrote:

I know not where his islands lift p, s
: / Jesus, keep me near the cross; %
Their fronded palms in air There a precioys fountain, ;
Free to all, 4 healing sty A
I only know that T cannot drift | Flows from Calvary’s mountain,
‘eyond his love and care, Dozens of Othef' hymns by that Same Cﬁn‘stian WOman

Qaul}wrote that T am persuaded that :1cézlxer death, nor_,lifa,qm:cﬁﬂugc.l;“ﬂ.ﬂ_
—oige L 1§ o M ety T

principalities, nor owers, things present nor things to come, }lg_x;h_c_‘ig]it%x]or
death, or any other creatures shall be able to separate us from the love of

God which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, Rom. 8:38=30,

There are

ows about. There are some of you who are w‘g

ﬂfm:a vith your

And the Lord knows, and there are some of you who labor in bersecution and God
2oL KNow
’f,——‘_‘\
knows. There are some of you who are ressec pizit, and in heart - and

desperately for life. There are some of you who arg

|
God knows, Fear not. Fear not.
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And T _will give thee a

all not be hurt, of the second death. , . p 7
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= And Thou, O Lord! by whom are seen

w W The (uan ,Paf_l}lk’rwmﬁld»li?f*’f to die. 6:3[ Thy creatures as they be,
. ] Forgive me if too close I lean
death for the lost lies death. But the Ch: My husman heart on Theel
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s
{ ngt h|c ﬂf"ir aid {,,%D;lf ]ie:‘_” tlgo%}_ma}{' '¢" 1 read somewhere afine statement about the great
, awaits wimi cIrow fojr" he Christian whe v ViCtQﬁ@@MWQ?ig? 9‘?{‘19“ On the Sun-
- 09\ 4o e ) A 2w a day before he left for the Sp_ﬁgj\n, General Gordon went
M chjldren ‘or you who live in a hard weary all El_l'.QEBd,.LQndQE to a number of churches, taking
W %&f Communion as many times as he possibly could—in
God is with®his people. And God is with yc order, he said, to start out “brim full of God.” Brim full
. JB of God! This is the secret of “bmﬁng’.’...si(ffe\xjgg, of ac-
e btﬂ‘(“ @’/”f‘ cepting it, of understanding it, and o‘f using it. Apart
K Ao A T E from God, there is no answer to the-{why?” of sorrow

=7 H.e,,&vl-,,v ey and pain and suffering. >
= I o S ia@, once told a story about how people

\ //1/}1/7 Wy

o XN By ; .

/ jould be(wisd + 1
el lﬂ" V}JL(‘ nclusiop”then ’\“ TR, B @;:-9”— brim full of God handle suffering. .

ﬁ ; ’ 2 : 11 é -During World War II, a family received (two) tele-

CTOwWn_ 0

Iim’
B no Bgﬁfk:&ﬂcr’w -~ Pecause eter hoth been killed in action. This family had always been
A W active Christians, involved in church affairs very deeply.
T e that won. It was near Easter, and there was much speculation
wue not surprised, They appeared in their regular places
when the worship hour came, faces drawn in grief,

al but with a look of victory in their eyes. However, it
But\unbelievers, there will be another remained for a small boy in that congregation to say

the ultimate word which summed up that beautiful and

rewa he rwte P
{{U:;Wj np"s‘/ about what they would do on Easter. The congregation
Wt

4 find not eternal life. Dut you will f£ind ¢ dramatic experience. He was sitting in the pew im-

mediately behind that father and mother.
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W ﬂr m :_,»Ik' ) ?GI;J" vl ) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribula-

x4 Wi iy ; tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
S W ‘;w"i\-o y;j" peril, or sword? . . . Nay, in all these things we are more

7W i " F M’{w‘ 7/ than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am per-
) V‘:I) suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-

Rl | palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

' e

: - <

{r)“:"‘jll 'A‘%_JW ¢ nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
[

to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Tesus oir Lovrd (B, 0.08 0% am

grams in(two> weeks announcing that their sons had



