W?/ﬁ'// f?.’/m \
/z*lvg "ﬂ-*z.zz,, ’)\"‘k J2es G
| ¢ “ My, uf :
g Tjﬂg F\jgjg Chwesh V) 2oi e @
FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH
5 My as
Rev. 2:8-11

[ aw. o l“’—é ﬁ&f—a ke
MT% E COEA% e \Af’vn)xﬂa PM”V -6‘{’}' Avn, 2t h}av/c.é

? doas, ,,;As,LAM.MI«rw -“R”f
INTRODUCTION. / o Thmms W Tonm. o Spru—rg

F r E
Fye? m’h’e take up whére we Jefts 3 _m rn? axd we were discussing
the @ that had cooled off. And had ieft the first love> When they were

first married -- everything was sugar and cream. They built-a castle to live

—
in. And everything was :wonderful. But now,@have been forgotten and
—_——

things have changed. Which FemindS$Sme - like tho was nervous. lle

shifted from one foot to the other. Ille bl.1597ned and unbuttoned, and re-buttoned

his coat, A friend said to him, is there somWong. Did you lose the ring.
The Best Man inquired. No, he rcplied,(l have lost my enthusiasng

-_—
-

Now the thing that we dlscovered about the first church was that they had

——

@rgotten their first love./ And I trust that you will never get over your love

for Jesus Christ.

s ¥| Iﬁ % UInto the angel of the church 1n‘55‘gg} This is thh

introduced that has meaning in the word of God. Thl is used in the
New Testament before.

Bv
L)Flrst‘ t in the Gospel of Matthew opened their treasures and they

presented gold, frankincense, and smyrna.

W&L Mark 15, it is d@scribed that they mixed wine with

smyrna to help reli\e\ré pgxi’u. and suffering that Jesus was bearing.
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ﬁglghn in the 19th chapter records that when Jesusi died;z I. of Arimathaea

and Nicodemus came, taking the body doqﬂ from the cross, wrapping it in linen,

and folding it up with 100# weight of aloes, and syrna.)
>

In each of these instances, the word n the King James Versiong
of the Bible « myrrh.)

d had traffic in IEI_SEﬂ@rb_S_. It was world
{__-‘F"—'——-—__
famous for frw peﬂrf/ume of myrrh. 1In the providence of God it came t

that era of the story of the Christian church. élyrrh or Smyrngis f suffering.
It was used to é_ngm_hythe dead. It was brought as aéﬁit)ﬂ- along with gold, frankincense

- a picture of the deity of our Lord. It also pictures his sufferings - as the

BPY.ULE T COTIN) | ie 0 i ce, an i i for sins,

The name of the city and the church then reminds us of a great tribulation.

L

It is the @_(iu.u:h that our Lord has only commendation and encouragement without

complaint,

Smyrna was located in a beautiful lace in Asia Minor. (@oday™ has a population

OfW' The name of it The Tgrkish corm‘ igr Sm%rna.

We know that many of the o&e,r_ma.t_ci_ﬁ? and their harbors disappeared - not

this one. It has lived, Gt was a Roman cityi- one of the finest harbors in the world.

. d >d i ior.
Where they exchanged cargo. There was a g_{EfE__I_‘Q% that poured down from the interior

It was a political center. In fact, the city@lost the cause. It was a place where
ALLELCE :

Roman courts were built. A place where people were proud of this glowing city. Beautiful

- (% exémdér he re

conquored the world and he conceived of an idea and added to this

).

C1ty and made it a \ T . dane . o Yo conde s fo % w



It became a model town. The @of the city were spacious. The most
famous of all was t ot It began at the SHS‘V’E at the harbor and

ran the entire length ol the city up to the‘AcroEiHi.} Here was a great temple.
of Zeus or Iiilﬁl‘ ter. Along this street were also temples to lw‘r and Ayllo.

They ha this city at that time -- seatingIZOIOOO spectators.

The n _Sm as in a firev furnace. There was hea ersecution

= ~
because of thed the humble membg;‘s. There were severa ‘@.)ﬂ T this.

that were magyg

There was nothing to be compared with. Every
M.7

an_that worked belonged And every guild had a certain patron God or

Goddess. The life of the guild am®l the merchant man and the working man who organized
[— L

around a Goddess and a God.

Therefore stood off to the side and to share in such things.

Immediately they were marked off and practically alone.

ing to this church was the persecution of

the church. {Due to Caesgr worship 8 This was the center of Caesar worship and they

were proud of it,

One of the to understanding the DW is that you study something
about the culture and the cult ofwi% In that part of the kpown

civilized world, there is every kind of city, language, race and nationality.
e attotich
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Now the only way the Roman Government could unite such elements, and to make

things universalized, was by the Roman spirit. They made all sections as Rome.
\.___—-—-—7'

Gilled his dominion) to the Roman Government and the possessions

of the Roman people.

And the Empire oman/peace,) Instead of letting their subjects live
N N ———
in constant war -‘ﬂ:ﬂ% did away with war by their iron hand the Romans made it

impossible. The tyrants - to rise and battle one another.

—

They dnade it possibl for(a man) to live and provide for his fam%}y and_to do
business. Thus, they built great ro{%{/s. They he high sé of pirates.

A man could do business in the Empire and travel where he pleased., Taking a journey
= ——

without fear.

Remember, there was@aw and impartial justice. And the person of the
. S

i Emperdor was the spiri He became the leading personality. Thus, developed

he could call upon

the Emperior worship.' I1f any man

him as deity. He did this of his own free choice. But in the latter days -- the days

when was written, the last steps were taken. And Emperior worship@
——

—_—

becam ompulsory.
N

It was

ad to do it in order to show himself “J@u- of the empire.

demanded by law.

A person was given a]|certificate/- or a family received such when they worshipped



the Emperior.

It was that they take
Mediw. By doing this, he had/confessed that Caesar was

Lorgl/. Now this was a test_of his political loyalty. After he burned that pinch

of incense and said thafff Cagsar is—Loxrd} he . go his way, and worship any God

and Goddess that he please¥.

. That was thd «@» hat theW - he would not take

that little pinch of incense and burn it and say that Caesar is Lord. He refused

to bow down to the Emp;jr. The Christian was@‘ked out) as being a traitor.

This caused the heavy hand of the State to fall on the Christian because it
was taking one's life in his own hands. and burn a little
pinch of incense, and call Caesar Lord, the Christiansin-Smyrna layed down their
lives.

The or myrrh has to do with embalming, suffering, with death. So
the ca@the church of myrrh. Tribulation, suffil;ing, and martyrdom.

>

. @ |
I. JESUS SAYS - I KNOW TRIBULATION [ -

The word tribulation is seldom used - it is They say that the

actual meaning of the word is( presgure It has as its background, the idea of a

Roman whip. Which was of course to be feared.

=
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But it is pressure — ihe execution of a m@g, By placing a heﬁ%iaik

upon him. The weight of that great rock gradually czushes him to death. It has

the picture of a grin_dw;: By its pressure and heavy weight, grinds out the

&hgat into flour. Or the corn into meal. The word also contained here, has the

hat forces the out of the grapes. Now Jesus says, I know the pressure
LOXCeS @ ._& —l i
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of persecution, and sorrow, and death. Af-u.} S #t | V})e (a-uf, Ee, WJhe
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Now there are several words that deal with poverty. Ou

comes from the Greek word. In the Greek, the word is for<; iaﬁ‘ﬂr)has to work
Eoguiing: 0 e O i) 0 " "k - 1

just gets by. He is a poor man and he is forced to work for a living.

But the woprd here means more - it has a greater application than that. It is

\ctua It means absolute and utter(destitution} I know yo&r poverty,

I know your absolute and utter destitution.

—_

- were these Christians i . Smyrna was one of the richest

cities in all of the ancient Roman Empire. And yet, these people lived in absolute

beggary and destitution. The|reason e not hard [to find.

us count greatness and success in M We think of fame“and fortune

and yet the followers of our Lord who remade this world, are almost without exception

L e i e < =T} . IV o P = 1]
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these people in Jerusalem and they said this -- they ar ain, un%gg;ggg, qﬂigggg;,
unschoole en of the poor and degrieved. There was nothing professional about then.

Nothing learned about them. They were the poorest of the poor.

emarkable thin

one woulﬁ %Eiah that for his work, Gaﬁ would need
extra-ordin: i And people not at all, he needs just in ordinary
iilllllliﬁﬁaii ke Lt g IIIiLIIIE%%IIIiiii;

people, lie can fill with his power to do extra-ordinary things. Outside of a few

ies.

exceptions, all of the New Testament Christians were plain. And very poor.

everely persecutedg

\/ Hli g;;ﬁ:areason they were unusually poor, they wer

They vere bt " t0 nake a1 Living. (Vo o1
have them. Rusw would hire them. In their lovs_g_gfy, wy_, and possggsions,

they lived in iqggary; They lived in destitution and utter want.

It would be .for us_to remember their erht‘ mou liaﬁe a i'ob today,
if you own yaur hame, if you have a fiw Rossessions, something that you own - if

you have a fairly humble af%iiﬁﬁﬁt to live in, You might express thanks to him for
the bhread that you have to eat., And the shelter that you have over your head.

Besides some of you have cars to drive. And other extras that God has given you.

enbers dt Gnyma Bad nondSof these thin®

Lord said, I know thy pressure unto death, I know thy agony under which you live.
— ~ e AL 8

I know the destitution and thy absolute want_and need. ‘ e i@
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They possessed nothing. So the
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It can have that meaning, but

about them. By M who were{of_)theM;n).
g Did you dnow this iswm of human

histery. Th ipjous peoplelpersecute each othe It is a disgrace. You

eligion that has ever existed
nth you will notice that the 28th is a Day of Prayer

will use an Wri d dissenting mino: 2 for the Persecuted Church. Early in Jesus® earthly ministry,

y opposition surfaced and, before very long, turned into intense

dust. 3 4 7 and violent hatred. Experiencially this is foreign to us as Americans
X"YJ( ™ and, thus, we struggle to believe that such attitudes and actions
W still exist. The New Testament is clear, though, “all who desire

to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12,
'NASB). This is not that we resign, but rather that we anticipate
it. Persecution of the followers of Christ will continue and likely

Christians have persecuted the ﬁﬁﬁs for ctintensify until His triumphant return. ;
As we pray with insight and identifiable intercession for |

it is diffioult even to win Jows today 0 Jesulow el e andbtﬂ\hﬂsm\i\%%\'\w
sought to pey \Cmﬂ
! Oute ten, oy ey b Mﬂd@“@%\ﬁﬁﬂ

give them an opportunity and practically every major
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