"FOLLOWING THE CLOUD"

Exodus 13:21-22

INTRODUCTION :
Dr. J. M., Gray gave(?;;% rules for Biblg/g;ading. (1) Read the book.
(2) Read the book continuously, (3) Read the book repeatedly. (4) Read

the book independently. (5) Read the book prayerfully.

I think all of these are excellent rules.

When we come to think about the(book)of Exodu;f/:e can see so manygggﬁggz

-+
It is like looking back to your And determining what you are, where_you

originated. It is like a young boy who wanted to stay out all night. And his

Daddy said to him, "No, you can't do that." You are from different roots. You

have a different base.

When you come to the book of Exodus,¢Dr. Rilerlays it is doubtful if there

is any book in the Bible which comes so nearly containing an outline, at least,
of all Revelation. lle says there is scarcely a doct;&péwan the New Testament,

or truth in the Old Testament, that you cannot trace to these 40-chapters. ﬁfd’

Sif, sa1Vﬁtion, judgeFent - these are all in Exodus.

We find here the literary background and the histozieal background, for

the entire Bible. And for God's leadership in our lives. In the book of Exodus,
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we find bits and p%gssilggiigggs;her. I was amused to read abou flve blind {:ﬁ
— e

in India, who were taken and admitted to examine an e They were to give
their concept. One blind man felt of the tail and said "He is like a yope."
Another felt of hispd said "ile is like a tree." A third, felt of his

@ and said "He is like a iance." Another felt of his and said, "No, he

is like a_uall." The fifth one felt of his G:::}, and said "He is like a fire
hose." That is blts and pleces. But when we come to the bogke.of LXQQs we
find a lot of Eiggﬂggg“g&g&ggpggﬁ together. About the natural history of the

nation., And I think that it has something to say to each of us this morning. We

can understand God's people - qgggsfieing‘the kgy. And he is ready to be the

leader. And they are going to be led. It is the whole story °€w§2i¥%§i°“ for

Israel.

brought them out of Egyptt The

Think about the people at the time when God

me numbered 600,000. The wgpen and chiigren were not numbered - but it is easy

to estimate between 2 million and 3 million people in all. They had sgﬁfered 50
|

much under the King who knew not Joseph. Taskmasters had afflicted them with

burdens, The oppression was very heavy, and their affliction was great and terrible.

g

And now think as the histogxfunrav . God is getting readg to deliver then.
Tl éparatio

hat God made to bring them out, was most unusual. His people were

—

slaves - being in a nation that was unfriendly. But his purpose was redemption.
it emsoem

il
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3 s mere prepared for Exodus out of Egypt. allﬂil_ultggcﬂ;__

Ex, 7:20. Tor hundreds of years the Nile River had been an

would turn to blood

object of worship. DBut they no longer wanted to worship there when the Nile was

polluted. And there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt - in the vessels.
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Wood, and of stone. And the fish in the river died.

For seven days this went on. V. 25. Q?t my people gqé That was the

dp——

first plague.

Second, there was the plague o fzfrogs They worsh%gpgd the frog as a
symbol. As a God, By the Cormandment of God, the Lord spake to Moses, and to
Aaron - stretch out your hand in Chapter 8:5-6. TFrom every stream, every river,
every pond. Frogs came upon Egypt. And Moses cried unto the Lord, because of

ra
the fr 5§ that he had brought aga{gg%ﬁﬁharoah. So, the £irt plague, was the

s, ;pﬂ*-“-*as.,
awful og?r of4€i§h} And the secoﬁﬁﬂélague, was the odor SiﬁiiibLfiggg. And

God was saying -{Eet my people gow._
}

The third plague + licel Upon men, women, children, and beasts of the field.
And all the dust of the land became lice. 8:17. The magicians said to Pharoah,
S———
this is the finger of God. V. 19. This was the third plague - God saying,zlet

my people gé.

Fourth, the swarm of QJllled the houses of the Egyptians. Where there
were no flies in the Israelites homes in the land of Goshen, to the end - V, .22 -
that they might know that there was a difference. And God was saying -{{;t ny

people g03>
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Fifth, God struck the animal worship with{@yrrai . Chapter 9:3-6.

This plague was a death blow of superstition - and God was saying - Let my

people go.

Sixth, there was the plague of @

V. 9-10. And God was saying, let my people go.

fnd corruption of skin on the flesh,

Seventh, there was the rain_aqgigail V. 18-24, And he stretched his rod
out and the hail fell upon the land, miﬁgisgﬁwith fire, like the nation had never
seen before. Mighty thunderings. There was one e§fmption. The land of Goshen,

where the children of Israel lived. No hail there, God was saying, let my people

go.

Eighth the plague of' _

g In which the wind brought in over the land
of Egypt the whole face of the earth seemed to be dagkened, covered with tregs,

and vegetation, Chapter 10:14-15. God was saying, let my people go.

Ninth,idarknes% This was even the sun was the obisgt of idolatry. So God
placed a veil of dense darkness over the false God. And led them in darkness.

e

Chapter 10:22-23. Q:f my people gg}

-—
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$4 thei%irst born} Chapter 12:29-30, This was when the

home that had no blood on the.door post -- death was issued. And God was saying,

let my people go. God said to Pharoah - let go. God said to the people - let God

Tenth, the de

work in your beuilf.

Thecgfznosé of the plagues was to{gékeEPharoah willifg to let the people go.

Tolgk® the people willing to go - and to Eeachythen the nature and thepover of

WL

their God.

Now this continued for ten months in order to give Pharoah the opportunity
to respond. And to give Israel a chance to learn a lesson - and also to be

obedient.

Then there was thiﬂigzgzzzggﬁ- the greatest of all feasts. The memorial

of Israel's flight from Egypt. A flight beingza@émboi?of God's salvation for

liis own. And illustration of the blood of the lanb.ef.God. It had meaning - to
pass over or to spare. The destroying angel would pass over a home wherever the

blood of the lamb - and not destroy the first born there.

fgg%vevery man a lamb, take a malg.pf the first year, a lamb without Llemish

from the sheep or the goats. Kill the lagb of the evening. Chapter 12:7. And strike

the two sides.of the.pest and the upper door post of the house,

Now, they shall eat the\fégg% in the night - roast it in the fire. Eat none

P

of it raw. But roast it with fire. It is thus representative of thé su£fering§




of the Israelites in LEgypt. And it is also a type of the sufferings of the

redeener.

The bitter erbs spoke of the bitterness of_life. Experienced by“Egypt.

.

In many places there was the ngF in which the lamb was roasted. And what

was left over, was burned in the fire.

I Cor, 5:7 +Rauldsaid, Christ is our Pagsover.  Our Passover.

tion comes -

ey
Now in the histofy of the deliverance, and the étog}

this(rema ;LMHQJhmﬂb;ﬁf —e
S {Ehgggg;Miééiﬂagg. ent. before the camp of Israel, removed, and

went behind them the pillar of the ghoud - went before their face - and stood bLehind

it is called a pillar of cloud, and a pillar of fire.

gfggig°f”99ﬂnW

them. And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the sampoof~israel, And
RSN cid

it was a cloud, And darkness to them. But it gave Aight - by night to the thieves
S r g

so that the ones came not near the other all the night.

That pillar wasgfirst seenj\that pillar of cloud*bz day, and the fi;x;Jg&
night, when they (ﬁEEted out’Of nggi. On that night of the Pagsower. The night

the first borzxwﬁs slain. There appeared this grgat..colugn. It took its position

just over J « The place it occupied until the taberna “"ya§Ppuilt. When the

tabernacle was huilt - the natural position of the cloud by day, and the fire by
night - was the tabernacle., When they were oXings when that cloud stopped -

everyone stopped. The next day, if the cloud started - the people got ready and
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followed after it. Num. 9:18-22. Ve find great ipfo;ma?igg about this journey

in the cloud.
P

In the{night time,ithe cloud was a great column of brilliant light. More
I —
billiant than an electric_light that we see in any great city. And all night long

the radiance from the cloud illuminated the entire camp. So that there was no

fiight that ever..touched them.in. 40.years.

As soon asida; !came - and the swse? then the fi:tey }_)ecﬂame a cloud. And

it spread over them and it kept between them and the sun, Giving them shade.

The scorching sun never touched them in all of that time.

g e

If an[ggemy?was pursueing them - that cloud moﬂsg_égggad and gqéhin the rear,

and turned a hot, firey face. Very horrible. If it was night, so - if it turned
a dark face in all of its blackness. The children of Israel were kept in

brightness., The same face shining on God's people was a frown on his enemies.

This was both a pillar of a cloud and a pillar of fire to lead. The one
appearance was for the gﬂ% The other appearance was for the night. Fire, by
day would have added too much to the burning.sky. The pillar therefore, was a cloud
in the day. Like a huge umbrella protecting them. And was a cloudlnrcﬁéézﬁ- to

AT,

give them warmth, the dampness, and chi&ling atmosphere.
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The pMeant p_@_i%@ the enemy. The pillai of cloud meant

protectiondTromjithe enemy. From the forces of nature to God's people.
e et fri

IR

Now this, in substance, is what I want us to think about today. Simply
about following t loud. I think there is much to be learngd in the battles

of life today.

,;;od wants us to beliexi [lim and leave the old life,]

e . He wanted
Israel to come out pf_gggg,r lle wanted them to Le rid of their bondage, their
burdens, their bitterness, To leave that suffering behind.
I think God today wants men to leave the old Eggg%_giﬁ&;g&ﬁgﬂpess, worldliness,
doubt, unbelief, of evil companionship, of disobedience. And to begin a new life,
Wy o 18 for our feet. V 21 The Lord went before them.
i R iy : ot " g M

To lead them - the way by night. And to give them 11ght to go by day. I think

.

God instructs and tecaches us and in Psalm 32:8 r(i‘will instruct thee and teach

thee the way that I shall go. I will guide Thee with mine eye€E§

ixt) |00 plgegiinse1? besusan you and ne, and our ncpigs, [ God pisces
hinself between Israel and her enemies. The result ias WO]]d@I‘fU] It g ]M]It

to Israel and darkness to their enemies, V, 19-20
. “al/y
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In Zambawie, ﬁ%a, a@ar}as in progress. I heard a missionary tell

R
that a little girl was met at the door by three soldiers. ller nother.uas-gone ,
SO, AP : s wwm

oing Lo hwurt.

us. Mama said, G%gly;ll progect us. The soldiers liig. Some weeks-later, the

St S A

soldiers again came to the same village. And came to the same house. And the

At the time. The flittle girlffs

little girl repeated the same saying. You are not going to hurt us. Mama said,
SR
God will protect us. No, said, qgg“gf the soldiers. I have come today to sk

your family to come to my baptizing. Because what you said some weeks ago, set me

to thinking. And I have found God. God places himself between you and the enemy,
-~ = W e AT

Ré;;;ﬁi}, the " gm%a‘e_ﬂ L‘aimgf a persoaﬁi God, present with them.?

It was wis evidence, And I think that is very comforting, 1Isaiah 41:10-13
VU Gy e O R0 Y o PR

says, fear thou not, for I am with thee.
- ——

ismayed, for I am thy God, I

R R

will strengthen thee. Yea, I will help thee. Yea, I wild.uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteousness. BRehold all they that have in sensed against thee,
shall be ashamed and confounded. They shall be as nothing. They that strive with
thee shall perish. Thou shall seek them and shalt not find them - even them that

contended with you. They that war against thee, shall be as nothing, and as a

thing of naught. For, I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand - saying,

fear not, I will help Thee.

What evidence of a personal God.

Ve ot
%Eifﬁﬂ- ?Ef_f&?gqn?ﬁeﬁf>a'”' At the Rsﬂ Seai that pillar of shadow

and light came between the Israelites and the Egyptians. DeliyesiTg one people

and d%isggyiﬁgyanother. How significiant, we read the words. Ex. 1da2aT

eh il e
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It came to pass that in the morning watch, the Lord looked under the hosts

of Egyptians - through the pillar of fire, and of the cloud. And troubled the

hosts of the Lgvptians. And took of their chariot wheels, they drove them heavily.
And the Egyptians said, let us flee.from the face of Israel. The Lord fighteth

for them against the Egyptians.

What a marvelous protection to have God's presence with the cloud.

Christ on the cross, was the coming of the pillar between us and our great

enemy sin,

issionary to_China

wiids, told.  In Opgp.iindaus - of a

It related the Prﬂtﬁ&&iﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁﬂgﬁf: he had been captured by fhe'Réd“WTmy soldiers.,

lie had marched up the high mountain pass, At the top, he suddenly sat down upon

S— Y

L&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁk; And refused to move - and said, I g@bgéredﬁ The Captain of the

e
ot

Military Patrol, leveled his rifle at the missionary's head apd said, I'11 shoot

you. The missionary smiled, good, then I'll :goi§tr§13h; L Jeaven to be with

e . p

God. 1It's what I want, The soldier slowly lowered hlS r1f1e The last time or
thing that he wanted to do was to satisfy anybody that he captured. 1ile finally
tﬂéﬁ-ﬁhe missionary to rest«- but he and his men said they would go on down the
trail and be im easily rifle shot. The missionary had already noticed that a

large cloud was already crqeping up the trail, they had just left. In a moment,

he was enveloped and covered by the cloud. His captors realized that he had run

a—

back into the cloud.and disaﬂgeared. The missionary concluded the story, then

ik Egggwhewwwaggghand the children of Israel . t.the.. vﬁ?%ea '3 when God hi
felt..af {lem /7(;1.

them in theﬁjigad
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d So the pillar meant protection for them.
e xtl _ mean It was fire by night--they
had Aoy light of their own a%zgt from the cloud. And they had no light to pege;rate
the darkness.
=
lle pause to say, John 1:4 says, in him was life, and the life was the light
et A 2 s / 4,-:—""""-"
of men.
8:;12 - 1 am the llghﬁjgﬁﬂéLSmWQ‘;4s ye that followeth me, shall not walk
in darkness. But shall have the light of life.
While it Whem
from the heat of the sun, it was a cloud-by day, and a light by night, And the
Israelites had their fi y
T Now in - let us remember., First, that those who follow the cloud

ST s T,

will experience gﬂggéziréfour thin

!.o)? e mﬁ‘n

k

That cloud led them and will

[ o ,gey will be where God wants |

Hyou will be mak ust the pro s G l
D et il USE the, progress Cod NaRis-ou. ko make, y
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did

i
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When that cloud moved - Israel moved. Not on their own.
—— e, mb——

Y

;Tﬁ§:2t>]they were alyays.
— MGWQ‘EW

around that cloud. l You see people that lived under that cloud, will be in
fellowshlp and unlty with him,

in and un1ty,_

-
.7:vv_ W.r‘“’ B _

e,/ following the cloud.

FJ;;:;?}, they were 2
o

s

ways assured of Go

a#°  They were hegdi

Dr. Tord tells of a young Inglishmen from a fine family, who was blinded
A s I BT
by an accident when he was %g_years of age. Despite his handicap - he won honors

in school. Also, he_won-the hand of a kpvely Girl, although he could not see her

face. A few weeks before his wedding, a famous surgeoﬂ performed an operation on

e

the boy's eyes. The day set to remove the bangggeb, turned out to be the day of
the wedding. The young man came into the church with his father and stood there
waiting for the bride. Soon the bride stood before him, the surgeon slipped up

from behind the boy, and began to remove the bandages. It was a tense moment,

A g

But in a few minutes the last bandage was removed. The young man was able to see,

And the first face that he saw was the young g1r1 that loved him, when he was blind.

R P A R T

lie gazed at her a long time, and then he took hegﬁ&g_h;s Arms and said -- at last,
- s L P
AtTast,

The blindness of earth will be

2014

:11.be GVer £0r us.

or G9LLy ATTT P®

Of earth yigy pe
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removed. At last, at last, we will be at home. In that home, we will see Jesus
and the ones that we have loved and lost. Then we will know that it was worth
all of the struggle of life, for God will be paying us off throughout all of

eternity. In that wonderful city - whose maker and builder is God,

Let us remember wi i and gratitude that Christ is our guiding light. He
nember With JO¥. ASAL L G S A L 123 1 2 32

is even the pillar of fire by night. It guided Israel on to the Promised Land.
: ol :

Following Himz we have not only his leadership - but we have his companionship.
That will bring us to Heaven - a city never built with hands. But a city where
there will be ggmggggg.kﬂ,JMJnﬁzu slowly to the ;ombi a c%;xmui&hﬁuiwgnigﬁz without

gravess A city without birth or urialsjg A city without cradles or coffins
= v ¥R ; ;L“-"naﬁ Y R ﬁ““him

A city - with which has the glories of having Jesus for its King. Angels for its

guards, Saints for its citizens. A city whose walls are salvation. And whose
o

gates are praise. Where there is perfect security. A city where there are no sobs,

—
no crying, ever heard.

Ve

o
Thinking of Heaven, we rejoice in what tgf'poe£]1as said.

[ Somewhere beyond all mountains, vales are greening

Somewhere beyond all sunsets, dawns are bright
Somewhere beyond all winters, life is springing

Somevwhere beyond all striving, there is peace.

Ve need to pray, lead kindly light

Amid the encircling gloom.
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Do you need_&yidc for your life., He is our guide throughout the wilderness

pilgrimage, of this godless world. It is God's presence in the midst of his
e

people. Dear troubled Christian, let God's answer to Moses' prayer encourage

your heart. For God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. And he has so

promised.

Remember th%mgipud is a

g AN TR Tt T

For 49“é§fffrthat pillar led them through

the burning deserts.

rom the sun. Protected them. And the Lord is

g

a shield for you from the firey darts of the wicked, From the first night they

Remember, it was a
left. The cruel Pharoah and the hosts had pursued God's people. And the enemy

that was behind - Israel was afraid if God said "fear not". The cloud will move

with you and redeenm you.

Rl R
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fﬁ:othé%)Fonderful truth we have not time to develop is -4 the cloud meant rest.

Vhat ungpeakable comfort this would mean through that jougney. Num. 10:33. Tells

about the movement of the children, and they searched o or them,

It is unspeakable comfort to know that Jesus knows that sin weary people - 2,000

years ago, and we today - need to hear his voice. §C-p;mwﬁ“mﬂwﬂ '
- e il 2o o

and are heavily laden - and I will give you rest. And of course, finally, the cloud

ST RIS

will mean glory for us. As Israel was led for,40.ygars - finally from Egyg},@ﬁ

Canaan. It is a vision and the glory of God, by faith - one day we shall enter

that glorious city,

And Christians shall see the tears and heartaches with no more sin. They should
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be like him. Behold the tabernacle of God is with men. And will dwell with

them. Until then, may we let the God of glory be our guide, even unto death.

Or til he comes.



