"FRIEND, WHY ARE YOU HERE?"

Matt. 26:50

%ad made his decision,

- Group of soldiers come with him,

m@had fought and won the struggle in

— QJudas is with the crowd in the garden and the w is to arrest Jesus. The

—~.@has been agreed upon.

@ The man I kiss is the man - seize him.

Judas carried out his part of the agreement,

responds with the(iu_es'ﬂ Friend, why are you hg

This question is . that really matters - lives with sin loneliness -

despair - why are you here?

In the city of Chesapeake there are - anbelong to one
VW . S 7 —
of these companies. _

I. BETRAY THE GARDEN

-~

‘ as in the Garden of Gethsemane. He was . of the twelve followers.,
@'a_fgl_f_gpp‘o;nted Disciple - he had been 4@ as Matthew and the others.

Not only that, he held the trusted .@- Treasurer - John 12:6,

~o
of Egypt has chosen men in his A_\\z;my. A parade in progress. Some
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worked together, unl_c@_c_ig_d_in_AmL};ruck and left the reviewing

stands looking like aCM\g@) Some inside the Army brought about their

leaders death.

The @ who harms the Christian cause more than any other is no
e - =

the outside’critic but the insid traitor.

\@J the leader has issued orders for friemds mdﬂﬁw

their own relatives or close friend.

tells of a cergi_ll_mg,n who was
quite hostile to Hitaer's movement. Someone t{etraxed him to the Gest\apo, he

spent many months in @ncentratior) Camps., After thed, he returned to

his own home, not in the best of health, in control of his senses. Soon he

found that it was his @ho had betrayed him. The man's faculties
colkp;gd and he hang\ed himself, Hitler could not control the thinking of this

man, yet one so close turned traitor and the result was su}cide.
Al ol o7 el

Qcan betray our Lord in at least two waysM
/) = ¢ Firsil;, betrayal b(‘action%

utlined his cross bearing mission, we read i
x&‘

his followers tul'nm and would with him any more."

Tragic fact that the many would be followers. The cross

is a great dividing point.

UMany of
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In the @ we invite people to acce Christ demgnds!

@pﬁnple_inviu: people to cushioned pews, coffe and doughnuts,
=i - ———-—\‘7, >

He de@i_‘i_cﬂ’_s% does that make an appeal to you.
— -

P = @ betrayal b4 ;Lnaction)

Many are guilty of this. Often we say our lives are our tesgimonies and
= S ey

this is true.

Your witness will WeCWe a devotgd life to

back it up.

W 10 pGhediiSliGSSAGGLREQUER . Remember he places

a high premium on speaking when he said "BygowsWewds: you will be justified,
and by your words you will be condemned.' -( Mat ’

Maid ''what happened to all the money my father gave

to the church?'

The @replied, I would like to know what happened to all the money
your father didn't give to the church, but left you!

If ever the eeded churches as redemptive agents, who will not
— .

compromise his cause, it is now.

)( Friend, why are you here?
—_—
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:EP IN THE GARD

They are found in every church fellowship.
— -

asked those bosesis to him to share hisﬁéra;er timezin the Garden

of Gethsemane.

Now CW'/ Had they been faithful in the Garden,

their faith would have been brighter.

I think Jesus urged them to watch in those difficult hours,w

them. /

There is a Quite afraid in a étorm)one night.

Running to her mother said "Mama, the lightning - the thunder - I'm scared."

Her mother said,"now dear, don't be afraid. The Lord is with you. That may be,

but(I want somebody in lwﬁm"\ We have all known times like
: = ) S S

that.

g s luke 22:46 translates “Hew
, : e~

Never the less, our Lord was COW. They went to sleep and

were in no position to help.
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to remind him. Leaping back against the tree, he almost instantly fell asleep.

lle awoke with a start and noted immediately the boy was nowhere to be seen.

Running to the edge of the cliff, he saw the broken body of his son below.

Hours later he walked by the little whitef casket, close friends d

him repeat over and over -w = I just went to sleep."

How th@ﬁwa he longs for strength from Disciples
g S

- they are asleep.

Could this be u@ of the tragedy of the church - drowsy, indifferent,

Disciples. Who no longer hear "Go ye into all the world."

i/
Aa downtown chuww. My husband and I

were interested in the church, your prayer meeting. We worshipped with your

people at 11 o'clock and were inspired. Many people helped us feel welcome.

We began to search for the key to the secret that makes people drive three,
five, or 20 miles to be a part of your fellowship. T think we've found it.

It was the pegple lidGedllogoRiidt o ODSBAGSS and frighdliRess. thaf permits
the entrance of the loly Sgirit to work through them and inspire them as they

serve our Lord."

That is the elementary ingredi'i_tl,t of the Christian life. Often this is

missing.

»( Friend, why are you here?
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111 ARRESTE WERE IN THE GARDE

In the Garden there was an armed crowd that had been sent by the Chief
—_— =Lk

Priest and Elders.

p_had attempted to apprehend Jesus.

other attempt was ordered and they retumng

their only excusd{'No man ever spoke like this man."

lways (jl;;é those @,are willing to follow the orders of others. Now

I'm not speaking of those here in the business or vocational world. Employer

and employee have to maintain this relationship.

One of the @B_rg@ns of the nation and world is disrespect for

authority - especially the right kind of authority.

A Disciple of Jesus must think about his surrender and service.

A M T pann Foeg e -
N "
th n the lot started

barking at,me. Next door another-dog followed suit. Acﬂsi_t,he_s;.reet another

joined it. Away over in a differentblock, another canine vgi’ggd his _ +7vs A/u/mﬂ B

d (ex; of this is I make a noisg

sentiments. And@ the first dog was the only one that knew_what he was barking
about. Ile_knew someone had made some racket next to his quargers and the others

were just saying amen.

There are(‘ in chu i hat.

e
(@ecor«ls @&-who wanted to follow Jesus, conscious of a
LS P = — ——
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divine call. When the time for commitment came they were not enlisted.

Consecration to Jesus is a whole life. Friend, why are you here?

IV. REDEEMERS WERE IN THE GARDEN L
They are always present, \t’hM!

m - the essential Redeemer.
oammnicinios yore gere-

E i eemi . Some have been veterans

for many years.

v ol

Wﬂd, the righfsaaies, the right way to
be led into discipleship.

We need strong examples of renewal in the church.

We. Not some professional approach -

our mission is ministry of our Lord.

We are sons and daughters of the enpty tomb,

@ A ney Commandment I give to you, that you love. one another\'a
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even as I have loved you, that you also % By this all men

will know that you are my Disciples, if you have love for one another."

(We)are chosen by Christ to lead men through love.

into ""Mister" he

addressed the manager. @ant to buy that puppy."

The manager followed the pointed finges to a little crippled dog all by
—v

himself,

d, "that_pgp__i,s__Wss. We're going to have him put

to sleep in the next few days."

(E}g the would-be owner answered "IM; just to buy that

one puppy. I have been looking in the window at hi_mmﬁxy. He's the only

one I want,"

Once again the nga%of the store explainedsshesproblem - the dog was

crippled - the dog was worthless - the dog would be put to sleep."
s _—

—

The gmallboy)then reached down with two little.hamds and pulled up his
) e ==

(trousersi_
\

The man observed two little legs enclosed in ;@ 5

—=Mister, he said£¥you don't know what love can do!"
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In the Garden present were -
Betrayers

\

Sleepers

T

\Qesters

\%eemers -—@ends, why are you here? )



