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"oIVE US NEW LIFE"™
Psalm 85

71 '

When we think ahmg the prlce of our society,-the ‘ we pay for

prosperity, as the material prosperity rushes on. And there was a time that
—_—7

it was a rare occurance that we read such things in the as shootings,

.o

etc. BRut today it is very common place.

Now there is @wromg with prosperity, as such. Prosperity too often

has the same effect upon people as ahas upon a Dutech -mariner who

frequently it is said, in these circumstances —(ties up the rﬁer, gets drunk,
s

and goes to sleep) That sleep may well be the sleep of death. Because after

each calm there comes the storm. And the conduct of the mariner 1is a painful
- ~

e

geMndeB) of the mora; and spiritual condition. @Je)as a peogle, have tied up the

rutter, gotten drunk, and gone to sleep. We are unmindful of all the storm that

goes on around us,.
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Several years ago, back in in Sacramento, California - there was a story
L - i)

. il

which read like this., It is going to be a Gtartling\experience for the next wrong
g Z

i

wav driver who starts to enter a freew on an/exit) ramp at a test located near here.
L———:; T S i

e
® He will be greeted by a blarring horn, a 12" red light, and a sudden flluminated
-

- e

sign reading('gg__llq_gg_, you are going the wrong way.")

llow this experiment was designed to solve the problem of the wrong way freeway

drivers. Who cause(@of the fatal freeway accidents. The warnings are activated
e

bv a detector buried in the pavement that 1s sensitive to wrong—way movement.
-.-‘__————'—__-W
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Now@as such a detector and it is buried in the highway of history.
v 4

Ve need to stop, look, and listen to his voice. There is a red light of judgement

that is on. And it is saying - go back, you are going wrong.

PE_]'E@_ is a ge&é&a Lo Cod. And it is both vital to the man and to his
people. A(devout)soul through history has been able to read that were
~7 %

Now you listen

going the wrong way. Having done so,(he Was copstrained to pray.
' v

to his praver, and you are convinced that he was voicing the deep hunger as well

as the deepest needs of their hearts in his petition.

I am wondering, Mﬂ%, today - feel constrained
>

to minple our voices and frankly say that this is a petition that is needed today.
— ~ - —_—

ilé is not popular but it is what the church needs.

Mo there Qz_,eonle who would say, G id that we listen to this Psalmist
! . &%———"

pray. You know what he is praying for —MB Tere is his petition that
g
he is bringing before God. TFe spreads it ou% - will you not bacan ocive us

"
new life.) Make us glad to be your people again., Will you revive us, he says.
_— T P
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Tow there 1s nothing more evident in the fact that ,has somchow fallen

; PREACHER
upon evil days., Vhat @ could ak -
T i the avgal._'ag:e make to his people next

Sunday that would create less enthusiasm, less apg;glxg,l., and less holy expectancy
e e &£

- in that he was soon going to begin arevival, in that church.
— ___-—"v



Toww such an announcement WOU.ld@ puarantee the coming together of an eager

congregation. It would have the very opposite effect., There are many people in
churches vhere vou anmounce a revival, and it would have about as much drawing
power as a notice that a public collgction was going to be taking place. ZAnd leing
forwarned, they would be forarméd. And many of the best people would be absent.

Mere would not be a rush to the church - there would be an exodus.

Yet is not always been so. The(ggzg)revival used to be a thrilling word.
N B
Tt was a beautiful word. DBut it is (ot) the case anymore. It has lost it's charm,
~

in our midst. Let us first get a run—dowm of this Psalm. And then we will center

our attention on Verse 6.

\'. , here is theéavorable Bast)— E_@ Lord, you have been very favorable

to your own country and to Jacob. You have forgiven him of his i}ns. And you have

blotted away his guilt, E_@ God's past grace upon his people 1is taken into
—
consideration.

- he talks about the‘fierceness of Cod's judgement coming to an end>- V.( Sil

4 d5,. And 1l leads) that God would tak sav his judgement, and that God would
b, and S, méea s) that God wou ake avay hi JU(§

restore and that he would bring us back as his Saviour. Dring us back to God, he is

praying, turn us again. And this is the ground of his claim.

- &
: Y. He is praying that God t-.'ouldé'urnish revival) Give us life again. Give
g
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us a fresh start. Give us a new life.
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@— He talks about the(future g What God has to say about peace.
And in V@— salvation. And he says that righteousness and pe e kissed
= % A

each other.

—_— V. He talks about the f Heaven goming upon them.

\i@' He talks about the !footstegs being esta‘hlighed)! How I hope that we can

hear what God has to say to his church today.

Wilt thou not revive us again, V. @ That thy people may rejoice in thee.
e a— —_— P

low @is it that people dohave any interest in spiritual revival.
vw ——

Is it because that idea, that revival has fallen into disrepute. Tor instance,
—

e .
S @objects to a revival in(nature) It is thrilling for the coming( Séring.) This

|
is especially true of those that live in the colder atmospheres. It is delightful

when we see the first violet appear. How thrilling it is to see the buds when they
=7

first begin to swell. And when winter has stripped away the leaves and the trees

begin to come out and put on new garments. And the mocking bird begins to sing.
'———-_.-:V

And the apple blossoms come. And we see the robins hopping around. And we know
— ~

that Spring is coming.

_to a revivs Whenever we

o,
G T .
Mow we do even_rejec

are desperately ill, and we have a heavy burden — why, it is a joy when health is



returned.

Did you ever witness and rejoice over some loved one who was revived and

/'
restored back to health again. THow welcome it was. Life was eoming back and
V
usefulness.
- Wow do you know that today probably the most welcome message would be that
—
we are going to have aYrevival in busi That beginning tomorrow, with
- ;
certainty, all of your assets will double in value. Tomorrow you will gain back
> - 7
everyvthing that you have t. Your salarigs will begin to increase tomorrow.
___l%ﬁ *==S£E v
Now what enthusiasm that would create. Why it would be the talk of the town.
5 — v
And it would be all over this place by nightfall.
R 7
. But when vou begin to talk about a interest lkind of wanes.
— =
We wonder about that - that is a tiresome ordeal.
~ (EE;)hre many people so indifferent to revival of religion. They may not be

v
a number of reasons why.

o ' : 1
NN /l , revival may be ugattractive to them today because they see so much that

~m They distinguish that some of it is not real., Yow we confess there

have been many so-called revivals that have not really revived. lINow, it is
v

purpose today to put the blame on anyone for this. Now the whole weight of the

responsibility cannot be put on aérofessional evm. Part of it surely belongs
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upon them. But there are a type of professional evangelist that m be jus
e VT b a 21 t may be just a

mennace to the church. There are surely of the ministry that is
= /Y]

enrlchln We cannot shift the blame upon his shoulders however. Part of it

Q LE &p_oxl‘p‘a__vSMs, and it rests upon the gggg;ggation. Too

all of us have undertaken to enter into the spiritual enrichment by some

gu
door. We have demanded thpgharvest}"lt‘out the n:.ce.;sarv‘jE_lantiq%}r:uul"/‘ﬁ’L
(cultivatiog) Therefore, we have had many so-called revivals that have brought

deggh rather than life.
7

liow it isnor reasonably to discredit Eea]_iltv because sometimes

it may be counterfeit. Or, vhen we think about the revivals that we have in the

modern day, or of a certain method that is being used. But when we think about
—_—— _____-——-——V

(EEGZGEE;)we are thinking about a sPiriEEal avakening., And a revival takes place

when theers that jo‘};, and thelts(flrst love\ liow that

is the revival in a form that is mightily used to bring in the kingdom of God.

And po one can deny that. T.Toz»v@am unwilling to throw revival avay simply because

we have some counterfeA fact, I am convinced that such experiences are

—

necessary for the highest experience both for the individual and for the church.

-u.._-—-

If you are not going to push aside a diamond that you wear because the jewelry
that vou see may be nuch like it - that are counterfeit. And I am not going to
throw away a little money that T have in my.pocket, because there is such worthless

stuff in the world as counterfeit.

So we need to remember that there is no amount of shame that can destroy the

real thing.



™
< I think a @ reason for wi if to revi is the@‘

T e
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church is to a great extent an (easy loving chu Such being the case, too often,

it 1s Q 7illing to pay the price for revival.
= SV

At we hate our deadness, our lagk of spiritual beauty, but we hate still
Q _— "

more to be bothered. Ilow that may sound a bit contrary but I am confident that the

@ doubtless o would like to haveg a revival provided

-

it could he had without anv serious trouble. That is not the case. A revival is

costly. It always has been and it always will be.

facts are true. There ar

T remember reading about a preacher telling how a man _drove up in a beautiful

n_ front of his home. Ue told him there is the car you ought to have.

A Cadillac -WSS. Mow that was really a word fitly spgken. The preacher had
.__-—l-'-'___-

never thought of that in that fashion. e told him n-rh%h.c)m)_r_i_{,ﬁmuld be to

be in his position and driving a Cadillac around thc‘_a___c_i_t_y. His final word was that
it cost only some many tllp_u_s_:a_r_@__cj_g_l_lars. And that was just a meager thing with him.
Well, that kind of hurt his enthusiasm. Ille said, T even forgot the warmmess that
he created when he said that I belonged in a Cadillac class. And he said to him,

thank you but T _do mot need your car. And when he said that, he said, I did fop

mean to say that this car was undesireable, I did not mean that it would not be a
———

trade with him under any circumstances, had he set the price at 200(3 cents instead

of 4000 dollaxs.
—_—

"=\ _ MNow at this point, I would like to correct the @of last week. I think

-
2

1 was off. But now this preacher said had the price been set at 4000 cents,
e

instead of 4000 dollars and(promisedito endow the car - then possgibly, he said, we
meem————— - ————— —

sould have rraded.—
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But when the price and upkeep were taken into consideration — I had to honestly

say, I do not desire your car.

llow such is th with a revival. TFven where (we Ylesire one, we do not always
‘. At 8 YoV bt =

desire it genuinely enough to pay the price.

—

Rememberives us the sg‘n_;_e’__g% of price vhen we plead for revival.

"Break up your fallow ground, he eries with earnestness. Break up your fallow ground

for %_1_:_ is time to seek the TLord, Til he comes and reigns righteousness upon you.'

The ward (takes)us out on th It is spfi”nggine. And we are getting ready for
.
planting and sowing. But how do you go ahout it. You (do)not pla e seed among
e — %

the weeds and the hriay; and sprouts that have been growing up during the year and

the winter. True, the ground is fallow., It is not new ground that has never been

plowed before. It is ground that has been under cultivation. Imspite of that, it
—~

red a..a) The farm only wastes seed who sows them in unprepared

So ou @ that have been Lrgken, must be broken anew. Proken by repentance.
S - ‘&é S ]

Pefore there can be revival. but he cannot give what

Qrefuse to take. He cannot thrust life into our hands if we are full of things
N/

and cannot receive it. The (revival Ealwazs begins —émt )by the gathering in of those
-

without the church. But bv a deeper consecration of those within. The church

therefore must experience a revival and must repent.

o o -
llow by kepentancd we mean — nore than giving u; of our positive wrong doing.

0f course, that must be done. Ve need to repent, of our unforgotten vous. Cf our



wrong judgements and our open transgression of Cod's law. e need even more to repent
of our failure to adequately represent our Lord. We need to repent of our lack of

prayer and of our resulting lack of power. e need to repent of the shameful way

we have shunned Cod's cause and put it in the second, third, and last place instead
e 7 %557

of first place. Ve need to repent of our cruel indifference as we have faced the
v

desperate plight of men in need. We need to repent of spiritual barremness. Vhen
/

<Zi0n)travaileth, she bringeth forth Mmii}c:n. But just as there are parents that

are too selfish to desire children, there are churches that are too foolish and too

selfish to desire spiritual children,

of falth. Surely thies is athe churches need to repent. Jot simply to be
—_—
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There arec @ of churches who @not report one single addition by profesgion

sorry, but to be so sorry that they will share with their Lord a burden of a world that

is going to sin.

Now this is the meaning of the cry that we hear on every hand. The is

a thing of the past, people say. Some are saying it with joy in their hearts. Some
——— L=t PEL— ey

listlessly, and some wishfully. But is this true - is rue, Lt 1s certainly

‘biii“‘ human ggturEZhaS changed. The heart of humanity remaips the same. It is
not because the divine nature has changed, for‘ is the same vesterday, today,

and forever. It is not because revivals are no longer possible.

"= . .
a fetod unite with an roup lar or small, in any church, in an
preach-today e with any group large N y g y

city or village. And let him say from their hearts —é’we me or I dief And what
=

would be the result. Then and there a spiritual awakening will take place. Just as
: 5 s
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Ik i@ to tall revival down than to pay the price necessary to possess
—~ —

_it. It is easy for us to say that it is of little value, and worth little to us.

r—

ow, we may have thegéctr}that within our chuﬁch that there is ﬁ:g a desire
:ggéla_l That 1sé:§i Broof that we do not need one. It is (ather)an indication

hat there is a greater needt Thin

to meet the enemy that he had triumphed ov€r and over again. He was conscious of

-~

ng-change in himself. Had you toldhim that his strength had departed, that his
— _____‘_#‘;7

inner strength had falled an.d fhat God was no longer T w1th him. Doubtlessly, he

would have denied i,t-."/ But the Q that he did not realize his logg, did not in

any way cover up that the loss was a reality. The @that he was unconscious of
i

his danger,&; ot lesson or destrov the danger. DBut rather increased it. His
—_— St e % —— ——

lack of any sense of need made his blindness and slavery inevitable.

In the :.

%there was a certain Jhere we read something like
L8

A g 3
this. It says we have the best pastor in the city, and whereas we have the best

——

choir, and choir leader. And whereas we have the most select congregation. Be
— - —_— T —_—

it resolved that we are rich and increased in goods and have need of nothing.
— - — —-

But the fact that they thought themselves rich, did not make them rich in reality.

An@aw them as they really were. He described them as broken-hearted,

inspite of their boasted wealth, they were in reality wretched, miserable, poor,
3 —

blind, and naked.

e

Let me illustrate it that here is{

2 =0
jthat attended a baseball game. Vhen
he got home, his right 1ipd seemed to he 2 leep. Ve walked avay with a limp
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e had a sense of a deadness but it did not diminish. The limb had Lost) its

7
2. Ue called the physician. He knew that

sensitivi @ra)did he do. Did he
nsitivity. B

he had lost the fee

such a loss denoted death ancyéiclt.neg_s_ - and et life, And ou

SP%;EEEE;=;§élbm5» of passionate hunger for righteousness is an indication that

we need some vigorous spiritual restoration.

allda friend to rejoice with him that
—t

Now I am sure that even those who do not believe that we need a revival will

agree with this. (‘e hre in desperate need of something. 1o one who is not

spiritually blind can be satisfied with present conditions. There is no shutting

our eyes to the fact - there is a broad, dreaded decay of idealism, of moral
e —

standards, in the Whgig_gggigl_nxd%;. The atmosphere in which we move as a rule

ig not spiritually powerful.

9o much of this is the case over and over again. That{uey are staking their
—

1ives on these things. The figgest) business in the world todav is the (Crime
— = = 2

e | s
01d Testament judgewy ho recorded_ggg;&zgégsi

. , it A 1 .
did that which was right in his own eves. Surely if we do not need a revival,

q

He

business. And it is as tragic as thg

we are in desperate need of something and that can meet our needs.

(EZZQ is it that we needs KXeep in mind that the Psalmist was praying for a
_——‘?—_
réﬁizk’. Ke(ﬂIEETE)Uorry about what kind of fqgg it was going to come in. Dut he

was praying for a rediscovery of Cod. And it was his firm conviction that the need

of the hour was a revival or a new life. And the conviction today even in the wide

spread indifference, because we helieve in God - we are convinced that it is

absolutely necessary.
1:5::33:::::=ss==§§—
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lzels rent down to the valley of Grv:bones., It never occured to him that

. ¢/"'-/ -
he could raise up an exceeding-gréat army by merely '\grganizmg the bones. e knew
-

-

-
that thoff’ﬁod must breathe upon those before those could have any life.

@there is no vision - the people cast off restraint. The one hope then
—7 : il

for the cure of the deadly evil today is to recover your vision of God.

Mow legislation is not emnough. @ he preaching in the world is not goin
VE’ __ P L i aot going

to be enough for you. There was never more ethical preaching than today. You hear
= ~

it everywhere. DBut, somehow, we must come to the place where we are going to put

something into practice.

~ You { at the gold at the end of the rainbow. Dut somehow, as you approach
el
it, that treasure gets away from you. Here is apraying, revive us aéain

that our people may rejoice in thee.
P AR

\ gy.ere?is what the revival will do./ It will bring a ‘rebirth of joy) And that's

a_commodity that the modern church needs. But this joy is something far greater
than emotionalism. It is a@iat is the nature out come of the abounding
sgiritugl life. It is a.that will change vour wants. And will bring courage

and strength out of your weakness. It means a new passion will come to you. Yes,
el

the church without spot or wrinkle. lMay God be merciful to us and bless us. And

S caue ilis a_ti s;l;::;;n u“' § é.:ﬁjmn W&. Ayl 1.:4‘\_7 &?54,9 /_3% —~

%‘7{)‘? M&M""/ﬁ"‘ﬁ? 5% tniwnd il © "7244444&-%1@ M"""g“"“‘c/d‘m; ,ZM___
:z;m;maé }%qﬁhwwé_w M’MQ'T’? ~ 3t

Tov that is wonderful - but that is not the e-1d. The final outcome is in this.

éw%'ﬂ-h\- W@M%hmmw-?\faiﬁry
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That his ways may be known throughout the earth. This is a sick world. And here
is a remedy. And we believe this, we need to pray with the Psalmist. Revive us

again. Give us new life. That we may be a people who rejoice in thee.

p—

There was a well-known incident in the life of Who at one time

—

(Bishop lManning.)

a great depression and doubt as to God's plan for the future life, went to the

to purchase a copy of his own book { Fa_d.E;_In C—od» The alled to

< n 1 M .' Tai G . 2t i il %
the stockroom in a loud voice, 1 3;1_1_11;1____11_% s l"a11:-11/_____£_r_1_____p__g_d And the voice came back,

loud and clear -\all mne.

Now the Pishop recorded that it was a(rich lesson)for his soul. That there were
v

times in a man's life when heto come back and have his faith in God renewed.
; = == = ————r

s e

Several yesars ago, a was robbed in which hung a lar [ ; 7
The next morning it was noted, that the ad turned the gicture toward the
N————p — -

wall. 1ow what kind of superstition caused a man to fear a printed picture. DBut
e - e — i s

—

at the same time, disregard the éll seeing eye of Ggrﬁ
i e

I fear that with the Psalmist, many of you havthe picture of Christ

around and that you are paying no attention to théll seeing eye of C@




MEETING GOD IN PUBLIC WORSHIP

Psalm 84

Definition of worship.
What is the significance of the fact that God is present everywhere?

What is the significance of the fact that there are special places for experiencing communion

with God?

What is there about worshipping in a church service that helps one to have the spirit of worship?
What does public worship mean to you? (Source of hope, joy, etc.)

What is likely to happen if we do not worship regularly with the church?

I. GOD’S HOUSE 84:1-4
1. Lovely Tabernacle — V. 1
Israel instructed to build place of worship.
2. Yearning Believer — V. 2
Does worship meet a need in men or is it simply to please God?
3. Fortunate Birds — V.3
How can the place of worship be compared to a sparrow’s home or a swallow’s nest?
4, Fortunate Priests — V. 4
“Selah” think of that!

II. GOD’S STRENGTH
1. Highways To Zion — V. 5
Joy to see roads crowded with people on way to worship.
2. Valley Of Tears — V. 6 (Sorrows turned to joy.)
3. Appearance In Zion — V. 7 (Trip is worthwhile.)
4. Prayer For Strength — V. 8 (Joy is presence of God.)

II1. GOD’S BLESSING
1. God Gives Protection — V. 9.
2. God Gives Joy — V. 10.
What is the meaning of “a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand?”
What is the significance of a ““doorkeeper™.
3. God Gives Blessings — V., 11-12,

CONCLUSION

Why can we enhance our worship, improvements, attitudes.

Have you ever felt a deep desire to worship God?

Have you made a commitment to be more faithful in your own public worship of God?



