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GOD SILENCES MAN

Luke 9:33-35

INTRODUCTION:

This is a noisy wor;';i in which we live. There is so much talk, so much noise,

that you never have time to stop and be quiet and still.

Therefore, silence and gquiet are not easy to %gme by. Wq;ﬁs, wsfds, Ygrds

are everywhere. Fven in the chuyh, it is good to be quiet sometimes. One of the

royal chaplains in Scotland asked! King FEdward V;I)— what his mgjgyy would like the

chaplain to preach about on the following Sunday. The King replied in three words
-— about 20 minutes. Now the King may have been wiser than we imagine. Because it

is good to take time to be quiet - even in church.

about the first radio. The story said that when was the first
radio invepfed. And the explanation was, when QEQ_;ggk_a_;j; from Adam and made

woman. Now this may have been part oiﬂ!ﬂh's reason in I (or..14:28 when he said

let the wopep keep silent in the chlirch. If there is something they want to know,

let them ask their husbands at home.

Tn another place he said about this gift of tongues. It is better for a man

to keep silent in church if there was no interpreter to explain it.

Know the , this is one of the charactistiecs, if he is going to be a

good one — is to learn how to be silent and listen.

At the lm meeting lagt week, one of the resglutions read out by the

President was - learn to listen more and(@alk less.
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Now some of you people remember(é%lent movies) I am sure that all of young

people have read about them or have been introduced to some re-runs, of silent movies.
It would be something if some of them could be silent today. I read about an old
Texas cowboy who never learned how to read. And one day he went in to attend one of
these silent movies, and the first picture play that he had ever seen. The hero was
tiﬁﬂ to a tree. The v%&lgig seized his girlfriend and with her on his horse —_rode
away. The cowboy arose and with his six gun blazing riddled the scregen with bullets.

Exclaiming,(%hy you low down coyote, you can't do _that The people around him 1i:§hed

ad said, calm down pardoner, calm down. All this idiiuﬁ&_make believe?)

You know now this is the attitude of many people toward the Christian story.

To them the story about Jesus and about God is just make believe.

is am_ﬂwﬁm%f in speech. In many passages of the

Bible, he speaks dire;;ly to man - and in other passages in the Bible, he does not

speak. But the Bible records the utterances as the word of God.

No man can compare his speech to that of God. God is a marvelous speaker.

And Cod is also a marvelous listener.

while(faare busy today calkige, €D ig quietly listening. Tn theQld Testanen}

book, there are the speeches of men. For example @has over 30 of the |4_2_ chapters
in a book record nothing except the discourse of several men. There are 39 whole
chapters that Job and his three friends hold forth, all the while Cod silently

listening. There is another man listening, hu - he was a God fearing man. He

exercised unusual restraint. While t three tried to talk Job into silence, Job

turned and tried to silence three. FElihu finally broke in and when he began to
talk, he talked six w in the Bible. He was a good listener to a point.

Put there was a limit.
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Now CGod alone could listen with unlimited patience. To Job, to his three sons,
I

and to all that Elihu had to say. And he listened.

Now in the t there is really no book that corxesponds to Job in the

01d Testament. But we meet @ who talks just as much as those three friends of

Jobs. And was always swift Ao voice his jidea and we want to see how God dealt with

him. You are all familiar with the man - his name i

@tbere was_ap.opportunity to speak, Pealer was on the spot. At times, he

could not wait for an opportunity and just bm whatever occurred to him at
Nz ey,

that moment. And God many times is a long-suffering listener. And we know that God

didéilence Peter) on 3 or 4 occasions.

One time when he was dealing with the @antiles at Comeliu59 house. God quieted

him and helped him to see that all people were in the reach of the Cospel.

Another time at ‘Eapernaum;! God told him to go and use a hook and catch a fish

and he'd find some money in the fish's mouth to pay, the taxes with. And God quieted

Peter there.

And of course, that day when he had denied his Lord and th%gg}g g;gmed) Peter

was silenced.

T am thinking this morning, however, about the situation on the a‘ of transfigura-

tio And let us see how Cod silences a man here. There are some good lessons for us.

Ve
V.— Why did Jesus go to the mountajn, We read here that the scene of the

transfiguration is Mt. Hermon - a very high mountain, about 14 miles from Caesarea.
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It can actually be seen from the Dead Sea, at the other end of Palestine - more than

a 100 miles away. Hermon is 9,400 feet high. It is 11,000 feet above the level of

the Joxdan vallex. Somewhere on the slopes of the beautiful mountain, the transfigura-
= =
tion happened. It must have happened perhaps, late in the evening or at night. As
Luke tells us. Because the next day they came down from the mountain and found the
sick boy. So evidently it was sometime in the sunset or the late evening, when this
amazing vision took place. But why did Jesus go on this expedition to this lonely
mountain slope. We have the clue for he tells us that Jesus was praying. We must put
ourselves as far as we can in Jesus place. By this time he was on the way to the cross

- of that he was quite sure. Again and again he told his disciples about this.

Now Jesus must solve what was quite sure and beyond all doubt on his last journey,
that he was doing what God wished him to do. He had to make certain indeed that God

wanted him to go to Jerusalem to the cross.

@wemt up to the mount tong the question, am I doing vour will in

setting my face to gg to Jerusalem:z And Jesus went to the mountain to be silent and

to listen to the commands of God. T think Jesus neyer took any §EEBS without consulting
Cod. How could he take this biggest step that he ever took without consulting God.
0f everything, Jesus asked one question - and only one. I od' ill for me? And

that is the question which he was asking in the loneliness in the slopes of that mountain.

It is one of the supreme differences between Jesus and us. It is the great fact

that made Jesus what he was. He was always asking, what does God wish me to do.

We nearly always ask, what do I wish to do. We do not stay quiet long enough for
God to speak to us. And Jesus had no will but the will of Cod. When Jesus had a
problem, he did not seek to solve it by the power of his own thought. He did not take

it to others for human advice. He took it to the lonely place and to God.
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I want you to note that he tggk@;@gmm;p. One of the select

few who was always forward and outsEoken .‘@ He was Qold, courageous, ready
: -
at a moment to do what he deemed should be done. He was the man who said, though

art the Christ - the son of the living God. He is the man who smote off the ear

of the servant of the High Priest in Gethsemane. He is the man who followed Christ

afar.off. He is the one who dgpnied Christ, but later on said, IM And

at Pentecost, 3,000 were saved. According to tradition Peter was crucified but
R Y

feeling unworthy to die as Chxist died, he requested to be crucified with his head

down instead of up.

}James{ was another one who went to the mountain. He was a pastor of a large
—

church in Jerusalem later on. He presided at the Jerusalem Council that handled the

question of the Gentiles--about being admitted into the church. He thought of him-
self as a hond slave. He wrote the book of James. Show me thy faith without thy

works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.

as the other man in the party. He was beloved. He wrote the CGospel that
- Sy

bears his name. He also wrote Revelation. These were with Jesus on the mount.

— His couptepance was‘ changea as he prayed - the outward affect of his

inward change must be as the shiping light. ¥His raipent.was.ubite. Righteousness.

V. — Two great figures appear to Jesus —Zl;ses Zand Elias.? It is fascinating

to see how in many respects the experience of these two great leaders matched the

experience of Jesus.

There was |Moses ,S who had been hiddep.at his.hizth but who had been miraculously

caved in the Nile on a little Ark made of bullrushes. And at the age of 40, he made



SR

a supreme decision, to suffer the afflictions with the people of God. And he wanted

to deliver the people and he slew an_ Fgyptian and fled to the mountains. He became
a herdsman and remained there for 4Q_yeaxs. While he was there at the burning bush
he heard the call of God. The voice of God spoke. And he saw his shepherd's crogk
converted into a\s_l}_gl_c_t_a_‘. He saw his hand become white withlepresy. He saw the

ten that were sent on Egypt. He saw 00,000 EE& and women, beside children
leave Egypt, for the promise land. He saw the waters of the Red Sea open and Israel

passed through on dry ground. He saw the manna rain from Heaven. And at Mt. Sinai

he saw God.

The other man was- he was bold and faithful while on earth. He defied

kings, court, their injustices. His voice grang out. He prayed that it might w
- and it rained not in the space of 3 years and 6 months. On ML, Carmel he had a
show down with God - the God of Eff_l_and the true Cod. On the top of the mountain,
we find that he prayed for rain to come. And a cloud the size of a man's hand came

and the drought was broken.

Now . experiences were very m&h-ﬁ-.k; the experiences of Jesus. When 1\

came down from Mt., Sinai, the skin of his face shone — both Moses and Elias had the

most intimate experiences with God on the mountaintop. It was Mt. Szyi for Mos

e )
where he received the law. It was Mt. Horeh where Eli fo God, not in the wind,
not in the earthquake, but in the still sm

It is awu@and yet it is awesome when you think about the way these

Qen di@ The Bible t@j,ﬁ& of the lonely death of Mob€% in Mt. Nebo - it reads

that God himself buried the great leader. Deut.\él;. But no man knows where the grave

is even unto this day.

ELAook his departuzre in a chariot and forces of fire. These two great

figures appear with Jesus as he was setting out for Jerusalem. UWhere men were men who



seemed too great to die,

V. Luke tell thtM_/agd‘E_l_:Lasn J as
‘J;:::) uke s us a oses qlked o Jesus of his decease which

he would accomplish at Jerusalem. What they really talked about was exodus. The

e

QEO;Q exodus describes what we might well call the most 332325ﬁ235¥£i‘1225222 in human

history. A journey in which a whole people, iq;EEEEE_EEEEE-iE:§9d’ went out unto the

unknown. That is precisely what Jesus is going to do. 1In utter trust in God, he is

going to set out on the adventure of that journey to Jerusalem. A journey that involved
e -

T et

a Cross.
. ———

Now( Mos@s was the greatest of the 1@_&1}39 and he was supreme. Now‘
was the greatest prophet - to him the veqice of God spoke.to mep with directness.

And these two great figures in Israel's history came to Jesus at the time he was

setting out on_this last great adventure - and it seems thattsl'historx,rose up to

point Jesus on y. Their appearance was the signal for Jesus to go on. So

then the greatest human figures witnessed to Jesus that he was going the right way as

he took his exodus to Jerusalem and to Calvary.

Y;ﬁ:Z)* The Disgiples liked to miss this. Here Jesus was asking for the approval

4
of Cod on the mount of transfigufation, looking forward and talking to Moses and

Flias. And here they were asléep.

Let me suggest that we miss many thingsin life because we are asleep. There

are certain things that come to mind that cause you to miss a lot of things. There
is prejudice. We may be so set in our ideas and our minds that we shut out new ideas

that knock on our doors.

The second, there may be m r - there are many who refuse to struggle

or to think. They 2 : ng. They never really think it through.
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Third, there are those who love ease. This is a kind of defense for people

- they go mentally asleep because they like to be at rest.

U@— Whep Peter rallied himself finally, he said to Jesus, it &' _good_for,

ue to be here. Let us make a pyyposal - let's make three tabernacles up here - ome
e — 7

for you, one for Moses - the giver of the law, and one for Ey.as who represents the

prophets.

\@ God silences man. was tmjﬁd to see D}oses and E}ias as well
i

as Christ. He was so swgpt up with this that he began to talk and say what they ought

to do. Giving his ideas - there he was in the presence of Cod.

N 1)
But God came to him and said, y e quietj.' This is my_beloved sgn - hear him.
In other words, this voice that came out d, silenced Peter. The very voice
of Gg_d_i_gu%g him that he was wrong, but was telling Jesus what he must do.

That of Isrg_e}'_ﬁ_m-&tory. £11 through the history there was

a cloud that stood over them that was none the less the gloxy of God.

I wish we had time to look at that cloud - in Fxodus we read that the p of

cloud which was to led the children of Israel on their way. When they built and

completed the tabernacle., the cloud covered the tent, of the congregation and filled

the tabernacle with glory. The cloud descended at the time of giw of

-J%by Moses. And once again this cloud came at the dedicated of Solomon's Temjg%e.

This was the mystexious glory of God.

Now . told Peter to keep quiet. He did r‘ say hear ye them, lMoges and ,E],ias,

but he did say hear him,

When God silenced Peter he had Eo thiné?g\ that he was trying to get across.
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The first thing was that he was trying to get Peter to listen to the mission of
e e ]
Jesug. And second, he was trying to get Peter to discover hig own, mission out in

the world.

@ every digciple.needs to know an({ hwm-)

Man needs to keep quiet long enough to get this in his heart. Jesus was on the
gpiritual mountain peak. His exodus lay before him. Was he taking the right way
- was this the right adventure. Was he to gg_to Jerusalem that waited with open

arms and a cross. This was one of the greatest verdicts in all of history.

And it must have been in the minds of the Disciples that they were bewildered

and they were hurt. That he must go up and be crucified and died.
Tt must have looked to them that there was nothing but black shame abead.

The whole atmosphere of the mount of transfiguration is glory. From start to

finish. JeEE§;_Eégg_ghﬂnﬁ_likﬂ-xha_sgn. His garments glistened and gleamed like

the light.

Nq_ggg_ggyld_sxex;ggg_ghig_glgyd without thinking of the glory of God resting

upon his people. It catches your breath. It sta rs you with wonder. But here
P peop o> stagge

is something that 1lifts up the hearts of the disciples that here is the mission of
Christ. He is going to go to the cross. And all in humiliation and there was some

thing of glory in the air as he made this exodus to his death.

Thelesson that Peter learned was,@iq own mission> He talked about

building three tabernacles. He was always a man _of action. Peter was always a

man who wanted to be deing something.

But he learned here that there was a tim stillness. There was a time for
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contemplation - for wonder, adoration.

Psalm.46210. Be _still and know that T am Gpd. Tt may be that sometimes we

are too busy trying to do something. When we would do better to he-sileat and

ligfeging. To be wondering. To be adorn in the présence of God.

Before a man can really go on an adventurous thing for Jesus Christ, he must

fixst be quiet og his knees and pray.

Now instead of b@mié_nﬁggﬁup there for Moges' laws to be put in, or

building a hall of fame and putting the prmh.eu_aigtu.:g; in there - Peter learned

that he could carry this experience with him out in the —commen—thinge—of-life.

The nearness of God_that_everyone wants to knoy. That everyone wishes to prolong.

The time of enjoyment. The daily ministry and the way of the cross.

GWhad a prayer — Help me Lawé to remember that religion is not

to be confimed ta_ the church ox _closet, nor exercised only in prayer and meditation,

but that every whgre I am in Thy presence.

Yes, the dogs pot-exist for its.owyn sake. It was not just

the musgum there on the mountain. Tt was something that God was trying to tell

Peter to take away in his heart.

Habakkuk 2:20 — The Loxd is ip his holy temple, let all the earth _keep silgepe
before him.

Jeremiah 8:14 — For the Lord our God has put us to silence.

REVW‘éﬁ_@Me in Heaven, about the space half an ‘noﬂ
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VWhen the lamb and the throne and the seventh seal is open.

God silences man.
f— D ——
Now if man will get quiet long enough, Cod will speak again. God does speak
ﬂﬂ
and if we have eyes to see and ears to hear what Jesus has to say, we will hear

1Et.

Mget quiet enoug‘n, @EM hear a voice - we'll just get

it.

I read the in Dallas where the preacher was on his
—

way to church one morning and he saw a crowd of people on the sidewalk, at the
P i
front of the building. FHe paused to see what the attraction was. And there on the

steps of the church he saw a man on the church steps. He was evidently poor, with
e

he ork and blye overalls and a blue shirt open at the collar. He lay

there with his hands _out stre toward the church door. The people and the

preacher watched hi pire. The police came and took away the lonel e.
Now the preacher's heart was troubled. @_xa,s\tgg_:_man, @:_was his nage,

@J&_@ Christian. W@s) he gaved. @_d_:m_ he come to the dogr.ateps of the church.
@Ldid he seek the sanctuary of God.

@rdid Gad_place him there just as the preacher passed by and a_crowd of
—— R e

———

people,

Surely God had something.din.mind and he wanted those people to get quiet for
a_minute. so he could let them see and nok forget that am individual person - the

lonely he;xt in the great mass of organization of that church, and the great host
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of people in that church and city - that here was a lost shee;. Here he was right

at the doorstep and no one seemed to know who he was.

Yes, like Peter God says quite often to us, get quiet. Be still. I want you

to hear Jesus and what he has to say.

The director of a(funeral homeycalled a prgacher to come and conduct a service

of a little child. His family was strangers in the city. At the funeral home he

met the family and a feQ friends. And when he looked at the little body, a three,

year old child with beautiful golden hair, with her hands folded. She looked for all
—e—— — e ——

the world just like his own little child as if she were aslgep. He stood there and
he opened the Bible for comfort. And he thought of his own little child who was three

years old. And he thought of the loss of that precious child. He could hardly go on

with the service. The young father and mother came-fexuward to seg _the sweef face of

The her hands,

that child for the lth time.

oh mother's little darli Oh\ my precious little

eirl.

But the young tood there with his axms folded like an image. There was

ng_trace of emotion on his face. Thgse standing by said, why don't gou cry. Doesn't

she mean anything to you - don't you care. At least, bow_down and put your hand-.em your

sorrowing wife and comfort her.

Now the picture of that father standing there with his arms folded, and that

bereaved mother - and here was a baby. And without any tears, GE;éaﬁt any care Ol

comgassiog)— you know that is the piEEEEE_EELEEEE_ghgisiians today. And that is the
picture of many churches today. With the @; people all ahout us - we see them

perish without caring. People die in sin without compassion. We see people have

_____ . NI TR TV L A -y A
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Set_us afiye Lord
Stir us we pray

While the world perishes

We go our way.

Purposeless, paggig&é;gs

Day after day
Set us afire Lord

Stir wus we pray.

let me ask you the question - are you hearingggod. Are you letting him direct
P d

your way. Are you following him.

Do you long for God to tell you what you need to know in your life. Can you

hear Jesus say come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden - and I will give

you rest.

God_silenggﬂ_ﬁ%é;; so he could tell him about the content of Christianity.
Jesus was going to make an exodus and go to the cross. And what a blessed experience

it is when men get quiet long enough to hear him.
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