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GOD'S IMITATORS

Eph. 5:1ff

INTRODUCTION:

Wd, as beloved chil@rgn_-;@ place in the

Bible where that bold word "imitate'-iS applied to the Christian relation to God.

underlies who teaching New Testament on subject of Christian

character and conduct.

‘- resemble Ilim is our duty.
this is -- you are beloved children.
There 1is( i:!stronﬁer demand - Matt, S'i%\{" ou therefore, must be perfect,
as your Heavenly Father is perfect."
?ﬁi§_is<no less)than God's character.
-tandard is nothini less than God's own character,
Obviously there are . we cannot imitate God -- that is why Paul went on

with a brW@in ltye - liﬁb:e, etc,"

(glement of Alexande})said,éhe true Christian wise man practices being God.ﬂ

He uses language »;’_iig_mgn could understand, The

”'—_'-“
depended on three things -- th?a/- imitation”- practiy



i

The main part of the study was imitation of the masters who had gone before
him. Told to imitate the masters o.

TN ' N . .
A side thought on(eractlgg’. They sa @, need practice -- ‘i%ﬁ

,ﬁxersl Evangelist, Arlington, Texas said he was in Baylor in college. And finally

some little church, Ark. invited him to supply one Sunday. Ile invited one of his

friends to be his song leader that day. They got together and practiced. He said

it lasted anv_e_rlr__}_igl_e_{__The Sunday morning they went - dressed a special

five dollar suyit he had bought for the occasion. The Sunday School ended about
a quarter of eleven. At eleven they had some announcements and turned the
quarter of els €ive)of eleven they

service over to his song leader who got cold chills and

it was time for the sermon. lle got up an at (g

giving the dnvitagion! Never so embarrassed in all his life.

Note - your imitation and practice is one direction.

- 0ld Testament - odor of a sweet Saviour. As old as

sacrificial system.

Means - will - pleasing to God.

1. SUBLIME > = =

OUT- cannot be 1ik0# = be are not holy.

(E} ig.ith is not like his faithfulness.
Si:z obedience is not like his authority.
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enpti is not like his fullness,

o) is like unto thee o Lord?"
Our love only corresponds.

Ve are ts -< God gives love liberak11>. "Slnared not His

son,M

Our Jesus Christ.

Lea t or the good of others - that grips us very tight. ( Love is

than sentimental tﬁlk - it is shown in acgi_/gn - lifting the burdens - not just church

talk.

- W_. . a_person .at your life and

see anything about love which counts no_cost and no sacrifice.
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God-likes love - and will bgf forgiving love

When a person obviously does not like you or perhaps tries to harm you, what

then?

Do we rememggr "Be ye imitators of God."

Sense 0 will make loving a nothing else will - only power to

eradicate, love begets love.
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does not cut love into tw%love —leLsm]}.

Mgg#®s love in another. They ar L@" to ether
—

and her servants

Dr. Louis Talbg; was in Paris, Tg#as. A wea

lived next door. He finally met her morning -and she asked him to come in
the house, told a Sad sto Her husband had rdered. She asked d: if she

had to forgive her husband's murderer before she )Ii{old her

she could not be(s_avebi on the grounds of her forgiveness, but salvation comes

because Chw
Later the Pastor of the church there :@ ong'The Wonders of Chrisy'.

’I‘he(timiéawoman rose to her feet and said Mr. Talbot <:'I' foririve everxbadz,
and I forgive the man who blotted out the sun for me, the man who murdered my
e — &—ﬁ _—

husband."

When the woman made that confession, the COW@ the way of God.

—

<"Be ve therefore followers of God, as dear children§ p,

John 3:16,°

Month after month - car rudges in hearts. Talk of b ing the h et,
th TY & g arts alk of burying the atshet

Bury and leave the @stlcklng out. Walk in love. Sweet smelling Saviour.

Don't put the cart before the horse.
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Nile floods the fields of Egypt - brings greeness. Abundance.
e far off wilderness.

If we are to go out ipto life we must do the same as living illustration.
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o / Something 'ith a man's Christian confidence who saysé;zshazg in the
/ 1love of God in Christ (@) ever moved to imitation of that love!
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We have feasted upon that redeeming love - yet it has never quickened us with

the necessity of copying it!

"He that 10V€E1w1§5§10m he hath seen, how shall he love God whom

he hath not seen?"

Express your love to the limit, God did!



