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"GOD'S OUTREACH INSTRUMENT"

Ephesians 2:8-9

Tpere are salvation. One is of m ne is to live

o

by a code of law. The other is without personal merit - the gl One
o AN ~7
is that‘a man, is_saved by h1i:§£§£55£orts. The other is that he can be saved

by thefégggzzé of God. One is man's work - the other is God's grace.
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Whe G{ h L the blte of that apple and changed the entire coflirse of human.p_ﬁﬁwQ.I

history, God did not throw up his hands in despair. There was only
7V

bring man back into fellowship with himself.
-—

that was by the death of his son. God said something to Eve about the s%ipent
e aene o M ~Y
— bruising the heel of her son. And her sggkfguising the head of the serpent.

(553 probably did_ng understand this, but from our vantage point in history, we

can. At the very moment of the fall,QﬁEDbggan to make preparation immediately
= =r "

to bring back man into an intimate relationship with himself. This is, God's

outreach instrument - grace.

The period o b& ratiog/ took denturies. (i:zinvolved the (erasing jand

#.

< It involved

starting all over at one point. That way the flood o

raising up a natign to tell the world that Jehovah was God. It is significant
that God And he ultimately found that his nation was in bondage
S —
in Egypt. @ as the deliverer. And % told his people, he wanted
them to be q:&iagieﬂgof Qr%ests and missionaries to tell the world that Jehovah
7 —

was God alone. Now this piece of informatlon continued until God was preparing

was long - 1t

In the fullnegg f time the son of God came to earth. And this was the

the world. The/bl

ndertaking
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of God - the (grace)of Cod that plagggd_:gdgeption, and prepared the world for it,
T = =
and provided it, and presented it. And it is the grace of God that pgggésﬁ it
—_—

upon the heart of individuals through faith.

Now God's outreach j is something that we would say was_impossible.
i

It is lik iti of th [ﬁ;\ ho dug the Pa anal f have ou
- Bra writing e (men\ who dug 0303 E . y

‘WT

got any rivers, they say - that isn't crossable. Have you got any mountains that
can't be cut through. Ve specialize in the wholly impossible. Doing things no-

R\
body else could do.

Now that is confidence and a thrilling challenge in that. And God in his
C—

outreach program worked alone in this program. And what an instrument God
.“—‘_‘__\—-—-.

produced.

The itory!is told of a younﬁcéastor‘who visited one of his Qéggﬁgapnd_best

saints. Who was ngap death. The pastor sought to cgpsole him by reminding him

what a faighful geacon he had been, the good he had done, the offices he hadypeld,

to the glory of God. And how the church honored and loved him. Finally the dying
-—————-_——vm —

pi

saint said 1,oh, not that, those things don't count now. All that matters is the
!

grace of God. {
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Now in this sermon and this message, I want us to think of God's outreach

instrument because it SRQEEEEfijSt like a dew drop.
4
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I. DYNAMI NT

V. 8)) By grace are ye saved. It reveals in a flash the way of our salvation.
It was the summary of Chr It is something that runs through the

whole Bible. And it is embracing everything. We are saved by grace. A,ﬂi"ggggormi;g

power by which we are saved, and lifte _{n&qtemal/felio&aship with the Father,

) \ yd
is from God alone. It is the gifp”Of grace. The(dnitiative Eﬁ w;;mii He tells

us here, that bew _oEde.r stood, our earth received her frame. God
- e o —— . [

pregles;ingﬁ___{_g;;g‘ to be his sons and daughters. IHe planned__‘g:_eforehand - that is the

force here. We should be individuals and creatures of destiny. And by the grace of
God, we were created in the in@ugﬁ&pf God. And by the grace, we will be brought into

14
endless fellowship. DNow this has been the divine intent from the beginning.

b AN i AT 4

Now the Gospel jand the instrument of God's outreach is a philosophy of life.

e et
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But it is rather the story of love's redeeming outreach. And Paul calls it grace.

RSP PR i :---.--‘.A.uu,-:vq};

And this outreach of God, and the rg:z_s_gﬁggz:s_e_'of man, hangs on thél;,fjigg%‘ isgﬁé‘}

of every man's destiny.

o~ There is such dynamic Eeaning :’;n_this instrument - and grace, it _flowed from

a,_g}ggarde% doctrine. But it is sort of a

our_father's lips. It has never be

divine spiritual institution. Among evangelical people, Christian people who have

attempted to define the depths and the meaning of it from way back - have done so

in so many ways. Think of the{songlv Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
y S E——E A et AT N N T N S
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And think of @Ehat has been revived @Ii of Erac&, and God of gloxy.

On Ehz people paur ihy poy.fer.) Now we are accustomed to w
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with the hgedlcﬂ?ﬁ. That..commends. us. .2 Cor. 13:14 - ffhe the Lord

Jesus Christ be with you all,) What a word that is rich and lovely.
: = .

This dypamic daesiyment i@ It 1 ‘ o God alope. When you commonly
T e A
speaigi_g;ace, yommg_‘hgge_gage of anig,%,nm— but only the grace of

God. Because it stands for the deep attributes of the heart of God. That trans-
e
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cends all of human excellence. " ' <
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OQEEeat preach_er/used to sayf that érace \is a éhort-han_g yprd.) For the whole

Cospel of red_f%minﬁ lov&—;gg_ﬂt}n_l:lézf We read about one being full of grace and

truth. @ ommends Lh 406

Jr's of Iphegus to_the word of_ hisugp]_:;gce -(which is

able to gife you an inheritance among all them that are sanctifie_d:) Acts 20:32.

@y ;,,hj gyace csz“:}od, IMI Cor. 15:10. In all of his lettg;:s, Paul

often spoke - grace be to you, and peace from God, our father and from the Lord

Jesus Christ.

Yes, grace is really a dynamic outreach.

. of s FeEES
{#Gyat:‘é has ja o it. / And the plus is éove!in action. Reaching out to

_
help and bless_wiﬁﬁ_@ asfing whether the re

rthy. God's unmerited

favor is bestowed on man. Inactive love is pity. And pity has no redemptive

power. It stands aloft. But there are those that would do nothing to help those
nos alol



that are in a bad condition.

But here is one that is portrayed as God - who looks down and is destinctive
o e

\ '
“{GQ,EL,'ME.__"'.‘:Sﬁ.iywemlﬁal? .4 Crace that comes to our relief. ¢
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In the w@‘g@nd the New Testament, the nationéf slavei/ in Egypt -

L,_J‘,\,%\.‘f’
untook their cauge, The grace that came to glorious day and blossomed in

As God spoke, as he bore our shame on the cross.

Jesus Christ.
A A PRTTR A (R TE

Yes, the dynamic instrument has a‘éuglity‘that belongs to God. It is infiqite

as he is. There is no boundagz tg’gﬂgwgpgg,,,gqnﬁj,g% it. There is nothing in the

world that can exhaust it. In fact, it has gone out to the ends czgmt‘:w___k}!gmgfrth.

And wherever God is - grace is. Here is one dynamic instrument of outreach. Which
—_——d f ““1 5
we find in God's grace. 60’ 5 ’ = g
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text. And that cnog of yourselves. § th_}of w;»ro::‘}c_s-3 .

, and ssé: in the marketgl.gce, and in the

fﬁ-’:on land,

we are not surprised to hear

Trumpeting the Gospel of the dynamic grace of God in outreach.
Se— b7

palace.
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e@gf the world t that time and tods;; men_have sought and still
seek toStie\:on to the simple Gospel ofs‘ rlﬁhtg and cergmgnigg)

Wh;gh_;hgx_n%%#g are(%ssentiaL.to salvation. Today such millions and multltudes
and(waysgof salvation are belng preached. That even some people are confused.

And they struggle blindly in the dark.

—~ There are manvilm: of salvation. Now we are comgcious that God has

made us for himself. And our souls are restless until we rest in him.

There are men in thefﬁbrld“ﬁho use things that are(gzzﬁdependable. Paul says
= e N Tl Wt

ot Jof yourself. Salvation is not something which God besggg;d because

T
of an ood which he sees in a man. {Lvery)man ought to be the best man he can be.
y g 1 ’\eq m&“i!—?m" g w

But that will not save him. Salvation is not of self.
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;Dr. Edward Pg;ﬁggn, one of the most saintly of men, as he lay dying uttered
!
these words.l Oh, how soveriéglis the grace of God. I might be draégeﬂ ;h;ougb_

Heaven, earth, and Hell. And I would be the same polluted, wretched sinner unless
S ) g e AL e L
omm—
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God himself should remove me and cleanse me.
Tl B P MR e e

Ryland Thom gﬁg;Dillar | helfed to lay the foundation of Baptist work in

Pyl e st Ve

Kentucky. Inspite of his sickly body, he served faithfully and well for more
e — S P E A

than éQ years. Preaching the Gospel of Christ with qgusual power. In the last
it ﬁ_‘ A A S Eohed

i’
years of his life, he would often remark.

long journey. When. askedly




there is nothing in us to commend us_to God. And furnish any hope of salvation.
.____...—-&-.-—- R M—“-‘-ﬂ

We need to let those words of God ri&gﬂinﬂgﬂgﬂgﬁ&ﬁ- Not of ourselves, not of

ourselves.

There

Now there ‘t@)

F;ifferent ways 4 Firs
are people who feel that they can torture the body and deliver the spirit. One

man told about a religious.meeting in India, several years ago. It was a strange

sight. For two wee%;, religious devogggg’put on a contgst with one another in

torturing their bodies. Each thinking to show themself more religious than his
Ly st et

fellow WOf?hippe%i;Mmgge,man clad only in a loin clgﬁh lay day and night upon a

T

b%ﬂ-ﬂf;ﬁgiﬁf;: With the pointed ends digging into his.flesh. Another man fastened

Ol into the flﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ&-&éﬁ-&gﬁk' And for two weekg pulled a heavy laden _

yagogharound on the grounds. Still another man, ran a da

his tongug/ pulling his tongue out of his mouth as far as pﬁésible. And each one

of these had one thought - that torturing his body, he would deliver his soul.

There are people who disfigure their countenance or wear certain garments. There
SV T,

times who practlca Lentdaﬁrwho deny the body of some necessity
J S
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and pamper the body. But during Lent, they punish the body - feeling they are

going to deliver the soul.

Now all of this, is being carried on inspite of the teaching of the Holy Word.
The dignity and the work of the human.body. Rather than torture the body, we ;;
e —

supposed to present the body a living sacrifice, to the service of Christ. ﬁf;. 12 1

o ,t

d Fasting'— yes. But fasting of the heart to be seen of God, rather than to be

seen of men. Now the {harisref;boagggd_about fastieg(twic a week. DBut he went

down - up and down before God. Nowsaid more over when you fast - be not as

Dt G i O . e oD X S

the hypocrites. Of a sad countenance fq:,theydgisflgure their faces.

e A
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That they may appear unto men fast. Verily I say unto you, they have theit_ﬁgwardJ

Thgzmgggﬁéaidninhig;l,g That is the meaning. They fasted to be %sgg_gg_mgn. Men

saw them and that was all. Piigﬁin-full. But thou, he says, when thou fasteth,

anoint thy head, wash thy face, appear not unto men to fast but unto thy father.

Which is in secret. And thy father which seeth in secret shall reward thee. Matt. 6:

16-18.

The cruel human sacrifices

L —

even were awesome were carried on in a way -“trying to ﬁet sg%vg;ign, in times
past. I'[mywnemszaflﬁ@t with God by laying their bab that had

nursed their breast, over into the a{gi?of red—ho;‘_ oclt Or, there was a time

e e b

Another thigg that men depend upon i

a_#*;ﬂ,‘wﬂ—ww'up

ilthy{Gan es Rive

when mothers threw their babies into the(f

they called it religion. They called it satisfying their deity.
L=k =

And then of course, there are those who depend upon some ecclesiqst1calz

salvation - which is form But it is faulty. It is a dead-en

ERATE

people who put their trust in gsggﬁgg and sacra E%g, and in ordinag&&s And

they have 4£ggg£g%gﬁgggm;g@§hgﬂhg ok giﬁ ;;g*and they have stopped short of the

goal as if one had never run. A%yost is all lost./ Almost cannot avgil. Almost

e ol
is but to fail. Sad, sad, that bitter wail. Almost, but 1222252}
P z _ - y il

So these words, and that not of yourselves - should ring in your ears.

the truth emphasized in the word of God. By the works of the law shall no flesh

be justified, Gal. 2:16. WHho has saved us and called us with a holy calling.

i
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Not according to our works but according to his own purpose of grace. 2 Tim. 1:9.
——————————— e —— B i
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Not by works done in righteousness which we did ourselves - but according to his
LY

mercy he saved us. Titus 3:5.

Nowtfg_gs;;}passa es dd‘éam;ﬁsgg good works. .hez\ dtanleéE
And Ge

emphatically that a man can be saved by them, They are not dependable.
e mesea

calls men to service. We are created in Christ Jesus unto good warks. Not to work

in order to be saved but begggggdmgwgggmgﬁvsg. A person may spend his days in doing

works, but that can never bring salvation to his soul. Salvation is not of works.

2l &) 227 %

one of the founders of Methodism is America gave himself
-

to service as ve

en have done. Near the end of his . life, he gave this
¥4 )
testimgay. Where I propose to boast - my boastipg would be found true. I was
) — - = 77

converted at age 16. At the age of lfv/I.began to preach and trayel some in Eur ,

At 26/'1 left my native land and bid by wegpigg.paxenis gogdbyg and crossed the
E————

i o P ttl .
ocean. To spend the rest of my days in a strange land artly se ed bygavages

In 30 %ears I have crossed the Allegheny Mountains 58 times. I have slepp’in the

. A
weggs, been withougffood and covering. Through the Southern states, I have waded
i
swamps’and leq/hy horse for miles. In these journeys, took _ggld. That brought

on the diseases that now pray on my body. My life will soon terminate in death.
ST =

But my mind is sti:} the same. Through the merits of Christ, and by the grace of
God - I am saved.

w
[ =

What a/ﬁgggxhﬂ%?(nmrvelou statement oﬂ/,;pendabiléty/bnd grace. It is like

a%mountaip word in our dkﬁglonasz Ori inall it meant to make a gift. Soon it

—-—

e FrRS Tt

meant to forgive a debt. And ultimately it meant to forgive sins.
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What a wonderful development of salvation by God's grace. He removes the
e C——

= IV

debt writtem-against us. DBy God's grace, he for%izigasgg sin charged to our
account. And by God's grace, he presents to us the gift of salvation -through

favor. Unmerited by us but merlted by Christ. Brings us from filth to purity

R SR

and from rebellion to repentance. And from sin to salvation. And from death to

life. And from death to life. And from Hell to Heaven. And from eternity without

Christ to eternity with Christ.

Tor by g__aceéav y%eenlsaved f(\lét;? the change ﬁ translatlon%z The

one which e:@% whlc W—Jﬂ%‘l{ﬁ‘ t:i.ll g01nl on And

w1i}/;ontinue %gﬁggi Salvation by grace then is a permanent salvatlon. It is

a gift that never will be reca%%gd That is why I say it is a dependable instrument.

. 'y
t ) Qesu;) said, verily, verily, I say unte you. He that heareth my
S ” ié“ T

word and believeth on him that sent me - hath ever lasting life and shall.nQt come
oS

into condemmation but shall pass from death into life. Now a careful examination
R e —

will show that there igfqgly one quuE_g_ tense 13% Sh come }i.nto

condepng ti_o%,__ This, and this only, is future in one 's salvation. The present

0 St T el . sl U S vt

and the certain fact is that if one hears the word of Jesus - believes omn him that

sent Jesus, has ever lasting life and shall not come into condemmation. But already

is _passed - it is a finished work - from death unto life. Life is eternal. DBecause

Jesus is lasting forever. Thank God, your salvation and my salvation does not depend

7 GRS S 2 —_—
upon I do. But upon what Christ does. Hence, it is as

——
onathon EdwardsMexpressed
it, grace is but glory beéig. And glory is but grace perfected.
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I@B_L%}_ves. We need to get these things in our souls. Not of yourselves
; L
@

giw will bring to your life eternal life.

- it is the gift of God. Th

f your life will bring the_ death. God's

It is Q'é?:iof wog%&- mlest any man sho lg boast,  So it is @by abusing h‘gour

body. It is@ by some deed that you might do in some way. But it is ip Chxist,
d

of Christ, and through Christ, and no one but Christ - that you can be saved. The

e .nyt é:asus aid it all. All to him I owe. Sin has left ‘a crimson
W‘%W'V mem? s :

stain he WE.-S}BELITZ whlte _as_snow.

i AT € B B A A S 30 ST,

Yes, (% Ealvatiog de_gen upon whai édo,@upon wh%_l#r‘t_{has already

done for me.

So here is a dependable. health,/withoutéame,
«v”'m“ — /‘

T Ak e o . - p
a g,re%t {ame, 1eanﬁg, culﬁre, bea}ty, fri&nds, and 10,000 other things. DBut he
# - e ’

can never go to Heaven without Christ.
P ——

r/ 2
The great transaction is done. I am my Lord's and he is mine.
T ——— "
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Now I have already indicated something about good works. And the Bible

does speak of good works. il;l:_ “@ he 'rui an,d Qo:" the‘root of

o
salvation. The éermon on the mounqé} does not tell men how to be saved, but

- P

the sermon on the mount tells men how to live the Christian life. Good works

are addressed to Christians and not to pagans. If you get saved, you will have



