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GOING UP
Psalm 40
INTRODUCTION :
Ve are all familar with(elevatorsyand escalators that carry us up.
And if there is an operator, they usually say to you - "going up'. And you

make the choics.

0f course, therthing about it is, just so you make y0ur(iast tripigp)

That is the thing to be concerned about.

In Psalm 40, we find something about(éhristian exgerience:) There are

—
too many Christians today hqggigingx;;hg_;h;ngﬁ that are found in Christ.

It is very strange that after nearly 2;299_22%}59 of Christian experience

and testimony, that the Christian 1ife should be so misunderstood.

The Christian 1life ought to reveal gomething in this world. It is a

straight and narrow road. In fact, the traffic is all one way.

7
Billy Somday) once said, live the Christian life and men will admire

you. Women will respect you. Little children will love you. And Cod will

crovn your life with success. And when the twilight éf your life mingles

with the dawn of eternity, men will speak your name with honor. And baptize
—— S

your grave with tears. As God aténes for you the evening chimes.

In this experience, if @7e) go, no deeper into Christ than @g&)allow him
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to get into us, then we will not get very high.

——— l(
om:e caid that Christian people are those who go_to the church and tallk

”
about religion and then bring the parson home to tea. There are lots of

Some people have the (strangest ideag)of what a Christian is. A little
R =~ ==

people today whose intelligence of being a Christian is no higher than that.

Here in you have the wgole stgg:‘)of the Christian. And all of

it is in the direction of going up.

T. CLEANED UP - V, 1-2 .

The Psalmist said, that he had waited patiently for the Lord. And the
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v - Lord had inclined his ear toward him. And the Lord had cleaned him up.

If yvou catch the(picture)- it is a mi bog, a horrible pit, it is the
o s hpism) 1 1 4 sn g, oz

position of being destitute, desgigte, dreary - in great distress and trouble.

And he is down in this miry pit. This miry bog.

It is miry clay. This implies that the poor prisoner here would be sure
v

to %iﬂk‘ And every effort to draw one foot_ggt, would press the other foot just
R

a little bit deeper. Have you ever tried to walk across the({marsh or the swamp)
r 4

Have you ever been out hunting and had such an experience. One foot, goes down,
" Ll

and when you try to pull it out - the other one goes dﬁﬁﬁ. Now this was going

on day after day with this man. He was about ready to perish.
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Now this can happen in inward distress. Or it can come from outward

trials, as well.

— Now the story of \Victor Hugo I think, in which he tells of a man caught
k3
in the One moment this man is walking in safety. Then his path

begins to change. And it clings to his t a bit. A few more steps, and he

is bogged down to his knees. Ve then begins to struggle, but the more he

e

sgzgggigs, the deeper he sinks. And soon the sand has reached his waist. And
—_— :7'

by the time the unfortunate victim has become desperate, he now realizes that
he is being slowly swallowed by a blind mouth. And he is absolutely without

mercy. And he cries for helg - but there is no response. lHe looks to the

clouds floating in the blue and the birds, as they soar above his head. They

seem to mock him. He p?ys, he cgr/ses. And he st&gles. And every ounce

of his energy is used, but the mouth still swallows him even faster. At last,

his final wild wail ends in a gulp - the cruel gand has filled his mouth and
v

the futal-struggle is ovér: Now theells us that he was sinking. And

this was horrible to be sure. And he was cr;&_ng,desperaj:abLfor help. And

there was but one that could answer that cry. And he stretched out a helpless
hand. And ceased him and cleaned him up. Bringing him up, and setting him up

on a rock.

The sometimes they used to dig a pit in the earth. Just

—_— L
a square hole and the prisoners were flung into it. There was no covering from
= V- —_— v

the Heavens. The rains came and the surface waEer drained in. The poor prisoner

was helpless. Sometimes often in the miry clay. This is a word picture that

. was used by Jeremiah 38:6 as he was a prisoner. .‘M Jer nto B Q“l:’mqﬂ:%-
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Now that's(whereyDavid said he was. Have you discovered where you,

vourself are today. (lave’/you discovered that you were born in iniquity.
Born in prison, in gin. So we shall start with that pit on our way up. We

are all born there. And not only live there but they die_there. They

begin with the experience of life in the pit, and they stay in that miry clay.

-
Qolridge Eas a fine poet. But he was subject to opium. And he hired
e —— =—

a man to watch him day and night. And at the same time, he laid plans to

deceive and cheat the very man whom he had hired. He was so completely out
.___————-—-—7

of control.

e Thomas Marshall,’a great legal mind, was brilliant. But the grip of

strong drink was so strong in his 1ife. That he stood outside a blacksmith
— 3

shop one day and said, if T knew it would take away this appetite for drink,

——— .

T would hold that red hot piece of iron in my hand, and sing the doxology while
~V = = —

I did 1it.
S These men knew what they were and they knew they were imprisoned in the
R —
miry clay. But there are a great many people who are down in the pits - and

are unconscious of it. Have you discovered where you are. Have you ever come
to Jesus and asked him to clean you up, and to lift you up. And to put you on

your way.

% The Psalmist said that he not only cleaned(gg;raﬁxbpt he placedhim upon a

Y! Now if your feet are upon a rock, you know it. It is CGod's will. Ve

&
should know that we are saved. And we will be able to say - blessed assurance,
e

Jgigg_ig_m;gg. That 1s a wonderful Christian experience. To give knowledge of

galvation to other people.



.

"
Pealm 18:31 - for who is God but the Lord. And who is the rock except

——

¥
our God.\ God's help had resggped him. Brought him up, set him up on the rock,
o

and cleansed him.

I read theabout a boy in a prep schay@had a great(‘nead masterg

Tle was a wonderful influence on many of the boys. 2. Lindsey Cregg said, that

onhe used to invite us all to a party. Out in the play ground,

a bondfire was erected. It was so large, that we used to warn the local fire

f
begade that when they saw the reflection in the sky, it was not a house on fire,

——
-—

but our own bondfire. Aftw, we gathered, put on our hats and coats,
and made a circle around the bondfire. Then the head master 1it it - and the
flames leaped up, while we looked on in admiration. And then when we turned
e

around, we saw that the head master had gope. Presently, he re—appeared. Carrying

under his a@ a book that I soon recognized as the The
e —

p——

books that our names were put in when we had mwne our legsons. Vhen we had
‘4/ /

not behaved ourselves properly.

A proceeding with which 1 was all too familiar. The head master brought out

this book and our faces fell. And then he came into the circle, and the blow

of the bondfire and said to us boys - tlmt@s the record of your past miss
F 1 . ——

—_—

deeds. Here is your (vrong Yoing written in ink. This is the lggg_ﬂay of the

e

year. We are ing i i
- going to start the nei—szz_a h. And all of the past—ds going
to be forgotten, forgiven, and blotted out. He took that great book and swayed
e et e

it backwards and forwards, until with one great heave - he pitched it into the

T}EEI.F of the hondfire. @ae cheered. We threw up hats in the air. One year

—

I threw m‘-i_ne into the bondfire. Tt was a great thing to know the past was
)/

blotted out.

e
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sort. The knowledge of salvation

unto the reTiEEEEE_Ef_ZEEE—S%FS' Wher€:§;§2§§z§, I will cast all of your 51ns

into the depths of the sea. Mica :19. And how wonderful that is, just like

that bondfire. When the Psalmist had been brought out of the mire, then the

sins and the iniquity, as God said - I-will remember no more. Heb. 7:12. And

wvhat a chapter that is. It ought to be a chapter in your experience. Ias God

set your feet upon a rock. Have you been cleaned up and brought up out of the
#

pit and put in safety. Upon that rock which is infallible. Upon Christ the
)

{
solid rock T stand, all other ground is sinking sand. Upon the rock of his

infallible word., John 3:36. Thy word is settled in Heaven. The security of

the saved is, that his feet is upon the rock.

Cod's help had restored him and cleaned him up. The Christian experience

is going up.
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Yow he has been placedupon the fock and he says that he has Qﬂ@lﬂdm
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my going - am now settled upon this : rock. An§ what a great truth hat he

there. In doing so, he has put a new song in my modth. ILven praise unto our %L
Cod. And many shall hear it shall see The n - he 1 o ﬁ‘é M
3 _’e_ti_sgng (=] 15 tuned
up, @aned up, and tuned u j> Now this is a song that can be@ Now that
N

is the r:tg}m‘____li:_l‘.nd of song. WNow that is the sort of song, that by God's grace
———

I may have. It is a song that could be heard from me, that might not be too

tuneful - but we can all go out and sing a song that can be seen.
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Let me ask you —(::Ethat part of the chapter missing in your life
P =
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@wa From what fountain of inspiration

d
does it come forth. It iﬁééggg;erely just the song of youth. It is not just
the song of the weary soul, who is fed up with 1life. It is not the song of

one who has fame and fof{;ne. Tt is not the song of one who out of his strong

determination forces a song. But he says, this is/a gift of God.) He hath put
i k= ( gji__-—___.f)

a song in my mouth, The music he needed. He sings of the fresh mercies of

this new song. Ie is now wupon solid round. It is a song of forgivgnﬁgs.

It is a song of praise., Then the noise and the mire of the pit have now given

way to heavenly music. It is a song of gratitude. And it is a new song that

he is singing.

7

(::EL5E2El9_EELlHEE_EQHEL_LhiS_anng_nuxselgsﬁr It is an unspeakable blessing.

For he says, many shall(see i;) There are a number of illustrations that T can
)

<
give, (0le Bull)had a friend by the name of Lief Eiicson, by name. This friend
' = e

had no ear for music. He didn't even like music. And he'd never go hear Ole

Bull play. He could take that bow and use it like a magic wand. He could make

the tempest crash, and the thunder, and the birds sing, and the brooks leap - and
:._—--—7
bring laughter to happy children. He refused to go hear him. But the great
—_—
&

violinishim - not by a lec}ure, and not by break}ng the violin over his

head. But he went down to the place where his frien. And he played for
e e Y

him. He played with all the power of a genius. And what was the result. It is

easy to guess - the friend's heart became warm, his face softened, and his eyes
= po2hs s

grew big with te‘aﬁ's. And the soul of that @ientist and inventog was captfpred

by the charm of the music - by what he heard.

QA t+that thde cincer of the new cono coalte +ao Ffalra prantdve +hoce whe heaar and



see his song.

I read of ance who one day knelt in a mission hall beside a
—— SN

, who was just down and out a tramp. His knees were sticking

through his trousers. And he laid his hand on his shoulder and said, my
V’

//
friend, I know ome who_can forgive you of your sins.' He looked up, and he

said, sir, will you say that again. And the '&ﬂ?said to him - come home

T

with me. And s the man and went into his home. And when he went

to visit in his home, there was a bare room. TIn one side of the room, he
yare LOoorl ne sige

says, there is my b?d. There was a_sack 1_zing in the other corner of the

room. And he said, tW. And that is all in the world
that we have. I have . no work ‘for éige years.) And he hadthat

he would not work again. He was aw He said he would

go out and beg a little woney and then go off and drink. A he ran

away from home. MHe tramped through Ew, Scrc_)t/l_gpd, and wound up in

Agi;_’c_/_g; And there des%rm. And thgre bece_n_n_e__a@r.‘i—fte) - and
vowved that he would gever) do an honest da ! ork. There in that room he

onened his heart to Christ. And the Lord took him up and cleaned him u

out of that pit of miry clay. And put a new _song in his mouth. And L_!:lB_Ed

hat, he was converted. And this layman took him

'riaprnarb preach a%exander) sing.

Mr. Alexander was conductiwu./-ﬂfnfr/i;:at the back stood this

him up.

to Spurgeo

newly converte}d’ﬁiaﬁ. We stood up together and sang. And when we came to

the Mr. Alexander said, I want you all to stop. There is a man

Nl e—

over there in the far distance, and he is singing this song with é‘ne light
- = s - -

of the glory of Heaven in his face Come up, my brother, and sin
3 ; - Ps s g us a
= —_— 7 T

verse by yourself,

s
i
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I said to mv poor old drunken friend, up you go. And he went up to

t:he( platfoé and sang_a v%pse and gagg_hi_s_t_e&téﬁony. And Mr. Alexander gave

him his own song book. And he brought it back under his arm.
-—-————v

This man went out and éound onk) Cod gave him a(beautiful homé Every

Sunday afternoon hiwas laved for(%g He would sit at one end,
—— e — P —_— S

his wife at the other. And out in the highways and byways, they would go, until

they had four poor v@_tche_d{fellows. Such as he had been. And then they would

sit dowvm to tea togett&?r. There was no vase of fl_%;.,rers in the middle of the

table. But there he put the family Bible After , there would be a_prayer

meeting. And the promises of Cod would be taken for those guests of his. There
_ 7

is (no)way to tell how manv h@g&ﬁ_@%& he led to Christ.

{
Som after that, he called this layman and he said - T have come by
— e 7

to say goodbye. My old life7. has found me out. I am going to the hospital. lly

"

ruMmot live much longer. TI'll meet you up yonder. He went to the
hospital and he lived three w . And they said that th
p “_’F:f_eks v e men_in the beds on

either side of him were led to Christ. The nurses spoke of him with tggs in

their eves. When they thought of the great things that God had done.

life was a gong that could be seen. ?

This man was tuned up, Wave you a song in your heart like that. Do people

see it when yvou walk into your business, when you walk into your social eircles.
— Vv

Or into your family groups. When you go up and down the streets and into the
e

market places. Do they see something of this melody or song going along with

el '

you. Ts Heaven radiating out from you. WNow that is what the Psalmist said -

The Lord had done. And what a benefit this was. He was cleaned up. Then he
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tuned up.

I1I. UL WAS OPENED UP - v.@

He says my ears hast thou opened. True pens up the eyes and the
- :

ears of the believer.
ar:

B>
/ If you study \_@ and 6, vou will discover that his understanding of the

loly Scripture was opened up. And that he offered himself as a sacrifice.

V‘._@— He says, God has given instruction through the role of his book.
A\
What the prophets have demanded, and what Cod has demanded. He says, my ears

have been opened up and I understand, what God would have me to do.

Has your ears been opened up, to éderstand what God wants you to do)
~v

e ——
PRE——

Not somebody else - but what he wants you to do.

IV. THE PSALMIST WAS CRANKED UP

— =X

Now I don't mean this in a despairing way. But I am simply following
‘v

the idea of going up in the Christian experience. Somehow the
God had truly got hiin to a place where hhad been WOund‘:_lp. And

he was running. lHe was running full steam ahead.

/
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— He says, I am a|joyful servant]first. He delights to do t_t}:a

W. He has given himself as a sacrifiice. Te has now placed his

life at God's disposal.

Second, he is a|faithful proclaimehf the way of God. The

righteousness. Godls—dedna—and God's work is beinfr done through hlm. And
™

he is spreading Cod's revelation. This is what he says.

V. Third, he has@ncovered God's faithfulness He says, I have
4

——

kept nothing to ma&lf, about God's salvation. I have been faithful to

unfold this.

Now here is a living reality at work in his life.

V. Fourth, theﬁpr‘o_blems of adversaries ;2 He says, my problems
‘ the hairs on my head. Now this fellow is really cranked up. DBecause

he is drawing from some strength other than himself.

V. 13 - The Demon forces oppose him.

V He asks that thev be confounded through the power of God.
”

And that they will be judged through God's doing. Talk about somebody really

being cranked up and turning on for God -~ this man was. A joyful servant,

a faithful proclaimer, uncovering the faithfulness of God. Handling his problems
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which he knew were multitudes in this way.

V. CAUGHT UP - V. 17

¥
1y
&XLS:::> Make no tarrying, O my God. He urges Cod to not tarry. He
i~ —

—— /

is going to be caught up. lNow this is the Christian experience. And this,

my friends, is the IWe. Someday I will be

caught up.

Now, I know these things are what the Psalmist says - make no tarrying,

0 my God.

Now if we are poing to find a last chapter, in the Christian experience

of going up, we must tell you that the Heavens are to open. And the Son of
Fd

God will come forth in triumph., And we are going to be forever with the Lord.
\
Many of us are looking forward to that great day and that great time. It is

going to be the greatest time of all,

MNow it was a great time.-I first came to know Christ. But it is

going to be a dav when I see hé; We are going to be caught up.

And this is going to be an act of divine power. There is no law on this earth

that is going to hold us. It is going to be by the uplifting power of God.

And it is a wonderful thing for us to look forward too.

T John 3:37 He that hath this hope within, purifyth himself.
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Now if vou are walking in this way, looking forward to the coming of

your Lord, then it is a wonderful thing.

I read about a man-once who had a- And he had a m And

he joined in the competition that his garden might be selected for one of the

prizes. He knew that when he filled in the £ to enter his garden in the

competition that the judge may come at any time. He says we do not know when.

But we will have to keep the weeds dovm. He talked to the garde about this.
e

Now the next morning, and each tg’ , as the man went out to see him. Ile would

say something like this. What about those we%ds. Is the lap nicely cut
today. I wonder if the judge will come today. Arewglt, are
U 4 v

the plants trimmed and pruned. What about that border over there. Is that
7V y Vis

just as neat as it can be, the man said we wa‘ted in readiness for

the judge. One dazﬁééme. And then later on he said, we received a

beautiful certificate that was given for a reward that was given a reward -

for a garden of charm and beauty. The gofger-said, T took it dowm to the gardenmer

—

and said, now friend, I want you to frame it, at home, and keep it. It is your
: ¥y _"?_’ — * %“ ‘_;.,-Lﬂ

reward.

gy, is, . there some weeds in your life. What about the

garden of your heart. Are the edges straight and tg;mned. The judge( ma oma

today. The judge of all the earth. The judge of glory. you ready for

him.

Would you be ready to meet him with joy.

In that remarkable book, Look Up Brother, m gives us a
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note to conclude this sermon on going up. He describes t h

as not being side-tracked in the dead letter office. But that was answered
—r

from Heaven. And that we serve a God who is never dejected. A God who is

never discouraged. And a Cod who will never be defeated.

’
lle tells of m@’lowing in the field. Iw@ﬂ&b@

v

would ds %g:ha kﬂsw Jesgg was coming immediate1y17 He answgredf‘l would finish

plowing this furrow to the end of the vou And anyE}me, anylggy, an Eyur - he
——

?gy come, When he comes, he will find us hard at our task, doing his work in
/

the world and in the earth.

Our days are numbered. But Christ's best days are yet ahead. Look up
brother! How true it is, we can't lose if we are on his side. Because if God

be for us, who is against us. And who is going to separate us from the love of

Christ. We are going up.

And it is better higher up.



