5 "GOOD LIVING IS CHEAPM

Proverbs 12:28

Many.people build their lives around the _past, But we o think about

living in the present. If we live in the past, or if we live in the future, we

Pl
are in-exiléyto the present.

There was a young man in the cafeteria in th He was returning his
lunch tray one day to the counter, but he turned and logk «~over his shoulder

at the table where he had been seated. Suddenly he felt the b b, and everything on

the tray began to rattle. lle then looked ahead, and there in his path stood the

Y
p—— f S 1. Somewhat provoked, shg_gggg_;g_gam, ou had better—zrea<
Principal of the Schoo ome provok 3 2:::;‘ﬂ

¢
about Lot's wife.l Well the lad was relieved, it was not what he expected, but he
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discovered later on in life - that Lot's wife came to a fearful and abrupt end

-

because of her desire to look at the past - rather than look at the present,

Our text has something to say about a straight road - and it also tells us about
arby-pass. It tells us about the way that we are to live. And it tells us about the

results that will take place if we live that way,

5\ There was aftalk owlion T

some years ago. And they were talking to a man in

1 Naturally, all the talk finally.xeaehed

a small town who was celebrating hig”105 Birthday.
around to the place where the question was -- to @ do

N

ou attribute your long 1ife.

]

The old man smiled, leaned forward in his chair, and without blinking an eye he said -
\.______“____ .

#gzgﬂf’do what the E°°ﬂm£2£§,said I was supposed to do." Didn't do nothing, he said, I
;ff wasn't supposed to do. And never over did nothinﬁ#;ﬁf



I think that man had the secre; _0f\good living)and he found the cost of it was
very reasonable, But in this ng;e& L ours, there are people who are plagued with
stress. Who are yphappy with their jobs. With their family. With their station in
life. We find the suigcide.rate climbing. We find that stress and mental health becomes

a problem. We find that even with all of our inventions, we have not brought peace and

satisfaction - only frustration.

g;g:zlgggbthis happened. I think because we have lost our dixection. We have
forgotten that happiness comes from living what the book oﬁfﬁigtzggg}calls in this

a righteous life.

Keeping up a righteous lifestyle - does not mean that you are going to be pious,
And live in a mopastary. It does mean that if you are wise - you will admit that there

are some noral laws and absolutes that will det ine your destiny and outcome. That
ora. laws LeImine y

God has ordained these principles.

Now thesays that there are no sgc@bsqlgﬁi - no such coumandse wﬁ

live - do_as _you please., If it feels good, do it, The epic is you follow your own
o

means. Dut there is proof that that is wrong. God has established a ggggmggmggggx;gr.

And the yorld Pays_ a price - poor health, loneliness, depression, etc.

Living a righteous life -- doing what is goody-honest; fair and acceptable to God.
Brings what the Bible calls a blessing. I't is peace to the soul and to the well-being.,
It is God's reward to those who live righteously. And if we are going to be happy, we

might be involved in living the way God wants us too.



in the book of Prg s. Which bear

There are m.mmmm&; an (@

on good living or righteous living. Which we need to apply if we are going to be

guaranteed the best results.
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Prover The fear of the Lord is the beginning o wisdom. o if you want
to be wise enough to interpret what the good living is all about - you first need to

fear him.

was an awesome thing.

% ~
But é)rtunatelﬁ fear - the word used here - Ieans _respect. To revere. And to

o

worship., A wise person holdsGod in high esteem and worship.

Solomon, Chaptek t God is holy and we

1

—

are to be separate_and_set._apart from all th@t»ﬂis"gi-nful and evil. Ilie hates sin. So

this means that we have a value system in our lives.
=

Generally, we fail to do this. We shrug our ders at evil, We try to relabel
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it or ignore it. We do not detest it or hate it with a consuming emotion oUu are-Aefor

repelled by it. You are not hostile toward it. You do not_despise it. It is not unbear-
e

able to you.

Epnggﬁgl and what ::g?g;ydﬂjgpe. He shakes his he
taste and the E%éﬁ_,wwabUUt it that is repulsive. And so the child hates that vegetable.

I think this is what ig saying likewise. We will not be tempted.to.behave

ugrighgeggééfg» if we hate unrighteousness. If we have a strong opposition to it.
Now, you can test it _in your own personal awareness. The more you ask God to help
. R o —

you to see sin, and the more that you look at the situation, you see that he is perfect

and that he is pure.

_‘ g e
*‘gg:and,tz::Zshould we fear the Lordb Simply stated - because he deseryes to be
Z -

worshipped.

hours pappet¥ing, polishing.

g

actorSdon a pedestal. Even
e

R el

There are other people who put up these (Hg

<=

though they know these individuals are unGodly in their Jdives. Some people worship

their pets or their jobs. There are endless false-Gods,
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Now none of these are worthy of honor. All are flawed, impexfeet, and we are

M—, —_
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beginning, from the.earliest times, of the earth. There was no depths, no springs
= r. . gt YT R R T R o Do T M XWerinel et Loa ¥ M SRS Wiriraiety

told that the Lord is established from ever-lasting. Prove

T
O

abounding with-water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills - God was.

A

So God is eternal, and God is perfect, and God is worthy of our adoration.

@ declares the whole creation should worship God. The people, the sea,
‘—’-.-ﬂ?
the trees, the fields, for the Lord is great and greatly to be praised. He is to

be feared above all Gods - V. 4.

7 . . . (inlgiis
anjtries to pring the Lord({ dewn] to : 1y Int ( ovis)

God is great, andj
"0 God'" = man introduced a comedy with a puny cigar puffing figure. Dressed in tennis
. Z e - s ) p———— ——
shoes-—- runqiggﬂgxnund nmaking mistakes.  You know, it is qu;gg&g; that people do not
fear the Lord. They have so many misconceptions, And they use these as the only

resources about their knowledge about God.

A wise person gets to know God as he really is. He hunts through the pages of liis

Word.

IT. TRUST IN THE LORD

it

Now this is the second principlitthat we find in the book of Proverbs - about good

living. Righteous %iving. And you get it at a low cost. Proverbq 3:5-
) e

Lord with all of your heart.and do not lean on.your own understanding. In all of your
L, S

. Lrust in the

o o 2,
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There are only two objects of trust o God and self.\ One is positive and one

is negative. One is faithful and one is not.

F “‘First, we should trust thamkggg%<i?ecaus£)_'m;,

we are imperfect. Have you ever failed yourself - I have many times.

going to finish a pro;ect - or you are going to change some habit. Or something in

T

your life - but you fall to carry it through. Now nggggggggggyem;hy.

F
(”’Second another reason we should trust 1s<%ew'

speaking, it 15({%@0551b1e&t0 know always - géﬁfffff§E§é§ﬁ£’ And how we should do its

e all need supernatural guidance and instruction. Wisdom would be unnecessary if life

were lived in say black and white terms -(gg)we had simply a system. SQﬁﬁﬁééégl’*éﬂsvme“““
= ~-
_ We had some yes and some no.- But we did not have anymmgreas to deal with.

When we think about the choices of rlght and ‘wrong., But life isn't like that - life is

R

| [lumanly

Egﬂgggx. And obedience is not as simple as doing one thing or the opposite thing.

Without his guidance, we would be lost in the midst of indecision and confusion.

Most of us here are unaware of theiﬁ Decisions that
—C—

we make, in a moment - that may egﬁgg; 1fe;1me. There are demands made on us - one

AR

ers 1Sty do_that. iLh - .
person says do this. Another person says, hat. So we are_Eegggggﬁgﬂu;;& you should
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You ought not. And everybody wants a piece of our lives. And they want to help set

our priorities.

Now without GW superintendent of our lives, life becomes complicated.

lle can reveal to us.

.ays (Ile who trusts in his own heart is a fool. But he

who walks wisely will be dellvered g

time when we are and we arelg_)_r_i:ime. Now, what is going to happen

<
_-éﬁo not boast about tomorrow, We do not know

/ R oA N s

is hidden from us. We are warned,

' N
what the day will bring quEE. /How true that is.

Just think about how things turn out..from day to day, You p/La.n to run some

errands - and the car breaks down. You find yourself doing other things. Now without

praying and trusting the Lord as we make decisions about the unknown future - we

could not have any peace of mind. ',;”’A _thing about this trust is, that it

o N
%ﬁ:wgirst do is i f trust 1n the Lord w1th all of your hear /&ruj;{ as it

is used here, is a@restlingi’t%:‘:g. Now I do not know much about that s port - except

T

that I know that the challenger comes in and pgggggg_y@nn—h;s_nppgagnt. Grabs old

of whatever he can get ahold of. And they wrap themselves together - and they g};%g;

[ —p——

to each other like tape sticks to a paper.
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I think that word has something in trust - clinging to the Lordeno matter what

e

to him - and xeg_ugngmLex go. They say the ne£¥3h Word for
- —— = % a0

Which is a wigstling-term. A body slam is not
e 2800,

ump - into someone. Or being next to someone. But it involves
4 _ e ——

happens. You

just a little casual

ing an_impact. It is like two_cars coming together at high speed. gé;gi is more
e \

than saying "I believe". It is literally a body slamming into God - cleaving to him

with all of our strength.

zr/.z/A second.thing we see in this trust is - that th¢_loz R
EéggésyJehovah God is his permanent covenajfit name. le is a faithful.God - one who will

keep our trust. He will keeB his_promises. And we can trust him.

’) —w A third thing is - this<fi:rus_t; must be total and comp_lege} - says, we encounter

in that text - trust the Lord with.all. There is that but mighty word —éll}
All your God did

99% of your heart should be into it.

say to you -

/.r’u?t part of yourself to llim, Ile did not say,

But here is absolutely that God demands that

g
you trust - not somewhat, not just a little bit.

Now it has been said, to talk about - I can on%zwtrust oy husbangesp%hof the time.

I can only trust my w&fg 50% of the time. Now if I don't have complete trust - then I

don't have trust at_all. I believe that what we are saying is -- that we need to trust
e e ——LL e )

him with all our hearts. You either trust someone or you-denlt,

L~

$/¢*/ A ¥::::; thing -'QEQE!;,Z ir(being) wi b we are to trust - is ourﬁigg;g)
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Now th@ speaks..about the heart so many times, It is a wm@%

Or the word that means to gregthg\,._ The heart is the part of man that giyes.hidi.life.

It supplies him with the get- ugmmﬁwr The concept of the heart that embodies his

emotions, his feg&%ngs. His choosing part of your being - his conscience, that helps

him to determine right and wrong. I!is awareness about God and the people around hinm,
lis mind. Therefore, trusting God with all our.heazt means to cgmmiﬁmgaaugggllqgs unto

Him.

&~ Now a’fifgh thing, that we ought -to-dowissinyl

Iiim) This is practici

the foreground. This is what happens in couples that are married - where they love each
other. They have considerg;&&gm&guyimﬁggkiagg for the other. They know the likes and

yays, acknowledge
- e R

D

in Him, and Keeping Him in

L N A R i RN

the dislikes - and in all of their plams and decﬁfws, they pray. And to make happy,
and to contribute, and enrich wherever and whenever they can. The lives of others.
And so we acknowledge others - but we acknowledge God in all thy ways. Whatever we are,

whatever we do - we are going to honor [im.

Now let me say a word about o not's.: Tbsf3: /ﬁ%

o

; g?
understandin fﬂow here are some 1n§s that you abseduteldy—ecannot. do. Qfﬁ%,/ llterally

means to bend ;pwa d, I think the book of Proverbs was written in the days when
¢

e p- )
ifﬁﬁpﬁw They carried these long sphezes and they had to stafg 1

perlods of attention.

VgL LSRR

to keep them from:§wa¥1£g=and leaning from S;de;zgiiigg' In a spiritual sense, we are to

stand firm in the Lord rather than wavering from His uprightness and bending toward our
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own way.

anding impliei)a falling away. The opp?jjte is -

the body slanting into God. The trust.

. The Lord, Eg;%j oy will(;gég your gaths

@‘ Chapter S §Onc?Me are de ending on God, he is already in the process

RS, 16 e .m;_éw

of directing our lives. His direction is not to boss us but to guide. Which he
e

=g

smoothes the road so we can travel. Without obstacles to block or hinder us.

Have you ever traveled by{car'én AMinding mountain road - and had to maneuver

e

around the corners. They were not easx or.safe. There is a lot of dlfference in riding

that road, than a four—lane highway, d

going to walk after our own wisdett

path, we choose one, If we are

7 it will be

k5. Detours, and gullies,

Many times, we do in a spiritual sense.- in traveling in life - we try to take

these icy, slippery roads that are winding and we waste time.
e

oille

e e e e TR e

‘WHY IS:THE_GOOD LIVING

O,

What will it Qenegégﬂif I walk in qu[s_wgy - if I fear, if I trust Him rather than

5 5 AR .
. . . :
live life on my own terms. iKVh?t Wié3ﬁthgrreW???dP9' He who listens to God, shall live

Securely and ehall ha at ancea Lome ol T - 31 ua m o = e
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o

walks Securely € 10:9

In showing us that we are received with affection and with pgace Ol WL, /

to them because of wrongs they have done. The(?nrightggys perSi? does ngt.have that

SE e

kind of protection - he is constantly faced with reaping the results of the evil deeds.

ol i e 25

Dreading the time when sin will find him out.

in a conpletely sterile atmosphere. Where no

W S AR

. The people who touch him - do

that are sewed 1nto the side of the home

ST T e

in which he lives. e is sealed off from any exEr;ngJA lem gts. That would infect or

e EwL Rz

would hurt him in any way.

Now when we walk igngg;&gééty - in accordance with what we know and believe to be

right, moral, and honorable. We are guarded from the dangerous and sometimes the fatal,

el s FRNIATE



-12-

Evil cannot harm us by invading our existence.

Zdﬁ will not Qg_gggggg. When you lie down in yodxy

about the security we have. Each year =-in one year,

f——

e Sweet sleep - for those who rest .in him, The fear of the Loxd leads

a life to one who may sleep and be satisfied by untouched evile, 103523

st ek

protects us whlle we are sleeg ng - and that is¢p:

B W S R o e
While we are in an COnsci te - of some kind, totall tected - we have
nnmﬂlimmmﬂgg

nothing to fear. That is security.

roof}of hls keeplng powar

we i = we will

not get into trouble for doing what we should not., For righteousness is_delivered from
A ——n. "—7—-—-'—-‘ — s~ —— P—— ST AL T

trouble 3

‘;_¥”9§g§2e from trouble. 11:8, 12-13, So we may have

v
1 VA]IchQ_I_‘ thing abou and result isy
There will be freedom frop mant. @

says, the Lord will not allow the righteous to

hunger. In either the physical or the spiritual sense. He will supnlyv our neads . He
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knows what they are. And we may not get all we want - but we will not go without

the necessities that make for a hg§;£g¥:§9g4a~

If somebody walked up to you on the street and said, I promise to supply you with

abundant happiness and a good life, if you'll just trust me, believe in me and do as I

S

say. Iow would you respond.

He has promised if we'll trust him, worship him,

obey him, he will give us lives that are overflowing with blessings. The way of righteous-

ness is life. In its pathway, there is no death. The great result of good living is

that you are immune from death. No real death at the end of a righteous life. When
you live such a life as this - you will walk the straight road and the straight path.
And you will have a blessedness untold. That is why I say, really, it doesn't cost a lot

does it? The only expense is to trust in Ilim.



