Ny JEw 2 ) T M-
@AQ-:)P_ ez

"COT PROBLEMS"

Mark 6:36-44

Someone had hat illustrated the matter of problems. He

had a lot of trouble, He had one hand across his brow - the other hand

across his chest. Te looked like he was completely out of it. IHere is
i@

7ha it ~- you think you've got problem, I've got so many problems

what it (says - v u_thigk y got p » Lve g y P

that if something happened today - I wouldn't have time to worry about it

for the next three Weeks.u
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Did .}éou ever feel like that? s of problem solving.

That is a part that really man - with the God-given ability and capacity

can solve problems. As we grow, as we develop.

l::gof youﬁieaminﬁ Eroces;es and all of your education comes to

vou from the basic process of p;roblé\m solving. @the things you learn
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in scieﬁpe comes to you through problems that are solved in math. All of

your spiritual Erowth really comes to you as you face the struggle through
life, and you get up on the side of that moungﬁin and you feel that you

—

have growm.

The process of facing up to problems is something that sconer or later

comes to us, and we find that we can l}fy_gle some. m we _come 103 problem

~——

= that :'melyﬁ:annotisolve, one that is beyond our capacity, one that is
e

beyond our ability. The circumstances have created this problem and it is

bevond our control.
v
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an earthquake comes and destroys the property and

——

thousands of people - and all the nations of the world try to help
with that problem. They build stronger buildings. And put them on
\__._———-—'—7
certain foundations. But they have not really solved the problem - they
have only helped. And as they deal with that, a tornado comes or a
—
hurrigane. And here is another disaster that takes the city. And then
F—;;£%7r —
comes a great drought or a famine. And hunger sets in. This entire
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life is made up of problems.

Some of these are insurmountable problems, Fhysical problems, and
e L

handicaps. Disasters.

But we need to know that Q rants to help us solve these daily

conflicts. Tor the minstry of Christ was spent — he set the pattern for
us — as in the story that we want to talk about today. The feeding of the
p . ! DEESOE OF =5

2;229*' in Mark 6 - we find the story that is recorded in all the Gospels
_ s

- in Luke 9, John 6, Matthew 14,
/ s /____.—-»

Jesus performed mirii;gs. But he gives us <r;;inciple of trutE;B
e —— T e i g

a circys or a show., They were to meet the needs and to solve the problems
——  niiaaaa—r —

of the people.

We need to discover that this miracle is to teach us something. And

God wants us to help use this to solve our own daily problems. GCet the



scene. A multitude have been following Jesus across the country. All day
—_—

and they were near a desert area away from the city. Away from all of the
L | 7~

resources of the city. Fvening was come. And here was a crowd of 5,000.
v

Some one has suggested that you could well double that number and say plus
10,000 were there. And they were hungry and there was no food. Now that
— ——e

indeed was a problem,

They were hungry. Let us see how Jesus went about and see exactly what

he recommended. And how to challenge and take hold of the situation.

I. TFACE THE PROBLEM
e e
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V. The Disciples saw the multitude and said, send them away. Wash
— t—‘—_
your hands of this crowd. @Egdid not ask them to come or bring them here.
-——r = —
They are responsible for their OEE_EEEEEEP' Send them away Lord.
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Now this is often the answer that we give, isn't it. We say that this

problem is none of our business. And we digmiss it. Or we say that this
- — L —

member of our family got into this fix - so why don't we let him get out of
~

it.

How many times have you heard somebody say, well, let George do it.
e == R ]

That is his problem. /Thank goodness it is not m{;;S

-_— - FPven in thJEi:::::j\how many times, has someone said - Yfiilﬂfkifli_fie
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problem., But that's not my business. And they send them away.
—_— — " M

In ours, we think of our problems in another way.

We cannot send the problem away. We cannot escape from these things.
— T
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Now quite often mentall_/‘!areak—dmm may take place. This is an
/

escape mechaﬁiggj Individuals many times cannot escape this reality.
Saps mecuap el

Or cope with it., They cannot handle the problem.
e -y

Yet again, there are those people who turn t¢f drugs They say that
they will be able to escape reality if T can get a little bit high on
s e

drugs. And I'll get over my problems.

There are those who ta%ﬂ alcohol.) And this today is a egigggig_ﬂnmug;

t%EE:EEEEEf college students, and others. They release their tensions, they

say, and their problems. But this is becoming another problem as it crumbles
7"

the foundation of our society.

‘ L 7/
Thé simply said - send them away - let us try to get these
o= N>

problems out 0f/6ur sigh%}
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Ncn is going to point out to you and point out to these Disciples

that vou need to face up to your prohlems, ngkrghgw over, analyze them, and
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and do not run. And do not, ad Harry Trumanjhas on his desk in the Memoxrial
e T ———

Library there, "This is whefe the buck stops.'’ You just can't pass it on or

hide it with somebody else.

IT. FIND THE RESOURCES - v
I—
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Yow as you face the problem, step number 2 Jesus said, find your

resources., (Discover!where they are.

tf
What food do we have./
S — e R ——
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/
The Nisciples said - we have ﬁ loaves and 2 fishes.

our reaction,; It was negative. Oh yes, here are some
Lio L]

resources. Just enough lunch for a boy. What about these 10,000 people. What
_—V -

is this against so many.

Now this is a and to respond. You immediately start
L =

thinking negatively when we have our problems. Ng_g@gg_r_sn.l,ye them. Ve do
*
not have the resources. So we cling to our doubts instead of to our faith.
- ——

nvite failure instead

e see our difficulties instead of our opportunities. We i
e L —

of thinking about success.



resources. And we

aqiz?lind to the resources that God himself in his limitless power - is able
“ m_,=) - ——

to come and(%?le to assist§

The Disciples in the verycpresence!of Jesusr did not have the faith and

the insight to depend upon the resources that God had available. We have 5

p————

loaves and 2 fishes. And what is that among so many.

Sometimes you sit down and you think about your resources and you think
T e e e 3 TR TP

that they are small. But I want you to see another point here. Jesus did

— "

- Ythere are no resourcesl)/ He said, there are res es., Let us find

. E e w——-—==:—-—4¥9; ——
—

them, and let us SEEE%? them out. And there is!no such thiné]as having no

resources to handle your problems.

Did you know, that(you)will always have somgg;gggg;ges. Too often, you

look at something, and instead of looking at what you do have, Jesus is trying

to say - look at what you do have. Find these resources.
= vV

I read about a‘businessmaniﬁho was very successful. 1Ile had a high credit

rating. DBut somehow, he lost it all. They took his automgbile, his home, and
— '7

his business. And he was just about penniless. And he was living in a rented
L

apartment. And some friend said to him - I'm so sorry to hear that you have
(i?gg_ajf;) The man said, I Qgg’zgg;_pardon. I understand that you have lost

all that vyou had. Oh he answered, that is wrong. Did you lose your business?

ves. Your hgggi Yes. Your car?- Yes. Your financial resources? Yes. But
I did not lose all. I stil%jﬁffijtf%;ﬁ who loves me and ch%}%ﬁ;ﬂ, who are
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devoted and a wonderful family. I have a roof over my head. I have the same
abilities, the saEE_Egpacity, that enabled me to build that business. And I

-_— %
gtill have my Efilgh. And furthermore, I have a(got more sense now) After

this experience, I know(Ghat not to do) now.
= /v

Is it any wonder that that man rebuilt and re-established greater than

he ever was before. He discovered and found his resources. And instead of

looking at what he did not have, and that is what Jesus is trying to get you

-

to do. With the power of God working in vou - think what you can do. What

resources you do have. Uhy you have the resources of Christian friends,

of prayer, of faith in God. These things you have not lost.

Robert Schulle
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N I think the story of speaks something about this today.

e is the pastor of the Garé ve Community Church. He is a member of

the( Dutch refor;q ghurch

but they asked him if he would go to California where there were millions of

His denomination is very small. He had no regources
ery sma..l.

people and start a church. So he went with his family and $500. Not a church

member, and no _resourees at all,

There was one other church of his denomination on the other side of
Los Angeles, Schuller went to see the pastor. And he let him know that he
..——-—-::7

had been asked to start a new church., And the fellow just - up his hands,

Tt is impossible to get a church building of any kind, it iéfI;—;;;IEIE‘tO

—_— .

start a church, and Schuller asked him what do you mean. ﬁgfhigg’;g____

impossible wi :o&) Well, I'11 tell you - this is impossible. And this

o=
idea M in his mind‘a possibilityi— he says, you mean that you sit here
e . —
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in the pr_ers_e,n_cg—pf God, and open your spirit and say - God_give m@the

possibilities now. Not how it cannot be done. DBut how it e@_b_e__iqn.&.

-—

And in prayer and meditation he said, Oh God, I know it is your will

—

that we have this Dutch Reform Church and this witness in this community.

Hel_(_:r,m_e,t_o__thinlgpf g::zthe possibilities for a church building. @Eﬁ"

dovn. The first possibility was to use a gchool buildinb Use a(funeral
f——

home) The third, was to use the(? even Dﬁz Wdventist Church. The fourth,

was the possibility of a Tevisl:( -yg—aﬂeogue> e had .Eossibilities - and
he started down thgﬁ,’ t. The Presbyf.g;}juﬂchurch met in the school. The

Baptis}/had the funeral home. And he went on down the line - and when he

got to number 2 — that was %drive-in theatre? An out-door church. llere was
— - —

e

a possibility - and he went an investigated. And they said, you can have this

place each Sunday morning for §$10 a week. So he took his $500 = and made a

dovn-payment and went to the newspapers and beg o advertize. fCome as you
are in you ily car.)) What a slﬁian. For three weeks, he advertized.

lle knocked on doors and he found 35 people who would come and sing in his
choir. He advocated that everyone of these drive their own car. Don't come
together — and this will mean that we will have at least 35 cars. He climbed

on a platform on top of a concession stand, and there he started one of the
g —

greatest churches at work in America today. But here was a man who faced a
e

problem - but he also found his resources.

i — @t your resources. Jesus looked at what they had - 2 fish and 5 loaves

_— —

and he cowted them to God. TIle @l nd for what he had. IHe worked on

the problem. Do you want to get started in dealing with your problems. Then,

1ift up your resources and say - God, I thank you, for what you have given me to
e



work on this problem with.

IIT. APPLY YOUR RESOURCES - v

e ———
He acted by saying, let this crowd be seated. And they were seated by
V

says, as they were seating on the ground, Mark looked

§arden bedé.) That is,(%lowerlbegs. The colorful

clothes that people had on. On that grigg_gggss, at that time of year. They

50's., And Dr. Roberts
|

at them and they looked like

looked like a flowg;_garden here and there as they were on that mOEEEQiB side.

The Disciples began to look. Why, they must have been amazed when he began

breaking the bread. When e Jit - it was still as big -~ he kept breaki

and the bread kept multiB %iﬁﬁ and multipléing. The Disciples began tofserve’

the people and the miracle was wrought. And when they were finished - they

gathered up(lZ baskets)that were left over.

This is the transforming power of CGod — as power began to work as they
faced their problem. They tabulated their riigg;ges. They layed them all

before God.

Thedidénot Zdo it -’ did not do 1t —id 11;/ It was

God working inm him,

W I do .Lelleve there is a person h‘?éﬁ that God has given you enough
4

resources to handle your problems in life.) If you will just discover the resources.
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" In th Jesus said I am adequate - my grace is sufficient for you.

{ i
The Bihle says éod is a very present help in trouble. ' If you have problems,

1 i
God says that I will be there and T will be presentt/ As you have enough

resources - it will be ngt to run away from the problems., Thank God for them
-——

and 1ift them and consecrate them to him - and go to work on them.

~ I read the story of a remarkable man. (Ert_hur Kavalnau;B lle was born,
L]

looked at this poor little wretch of a being, and said that little one will

die or be a w. Arthur Kavannaugh was born with little SEEQE

for 2;%? and EE&%’ As life unfolded for him - the family loved him, helped

him, motivated him. And they identified the resources they had and used

them for God.

They employed a SffffEE—EEZEQEEY him around. He was so small., But it
was not long that they put him on th?rfzggg and he learned to move himself.
-

By springing and hopping on the little stubs. They made mechanical extensions
_ﬂ — ——

for his arms and his hands. He learned to write, and paint reasonably well.
‘______._.--.'.'—'q‘___’_,?
He was always challenged by new problems. One day he said, I am going

to learn to ride horfihsfk. They rigged a chair back on a saddle, and with
\____———__\
his mechanical arms, he could guide the horse, and not only did he learn to
p——————

ride - but he learned to jump and gallop on the horse.

With his kind of determination, to conquor problems, he was admired by
P m——

fellow citizens and he was appoizzgnghg;égf-of his county. He served in an

honorable way. ¥e ran for election and was eleg;ax;g£#§ggig:-d1ed at gé ;;

they said - this is the(’Bst remarkable man we have ever knoéE:
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v
N f here ever faced a mountain of difficulty as that man.
Not_ong of us he ve m ai v

T

But you know, he learned a lesson - th?EEEE,93§+ ourselves, our resources.

-~

Cod will give us the victory over mountain after mountain. Whatever valley

/

we may find or may befall us.

You start by @

And that will be angEEE_}iEg’gﬁ_ggfgzge.

f. Then you add aithjin your friends.
A—-

p in yoursel

I

~ and that will make all of

@ in Jesus

the difference in the world. If vou only have faith in yourself, then you
W —— ——

Then you will put

will get only what you can give yourself, When you have faith in your friegds,

you can get what your friends have to give. But when you have faith, in

Jesus Christ, you will get what Cod can give you.

@:}zggﬁhavegggtgproblems T facelup to them - do not run away from them.

Do not try to escape - identify them, thank God for them, and 1lift them up in
N

prayer.

That is what God wants to do with your life today - if you will make a
~/

commitment to him., A total commitment.

\ There was a man by the name o He was an accounting clerk

in a town in Russia, He always listened to his wife's advice. 115
=y e

wife advised him to go in hiding, after he woke up from a drinking spree, and

ey

found that he had lost 400 valuable ration cards entrusted to him by his boss.
e — —
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I‘ro@a_r_s, the frightened clerk stayed in the small room

of his house. He never stepped outside, 1In 1969 his wife %EES' He went to

the w_to turn hlmself in. 1le was like so many people - too many of us.

When we are faced with some problem - we always try to do our best to avoid that
* p—— H
problem, This is what this man did. He hid from his problem - he ran from it -

he hoped to get away from it. He was unwilling to face it. He wasted. 22 years of

his 1life hiding from the problem.

low th( thing about this story is - that after hidipg for 22 years

he came out to turn himself in. Ie was told that the ration cards that he had
W‘

lost while on the drinking spree wern the desk drawer. They were found
S— et ‘—_-ﬁ
on the @ hat he went into hiding some 22 years.ea zliex,

/ -

A
Let us now recount this %iracle)— and discover the way to handle our

problems. Why not face them, why not find your resources this morning, and

why not apply them as you are encouraged to do through this Scripture.

P —
I heard of an individual once who G@M life to the cause of Christ

- to serve Christ. She said that she did so after readine or hearing someone
: . a g

preach on this wonderful miracle-here. She noted that when the@began

to pass out the fish and the loaves, they began to m { at that moment.
—— — sl _—M
And she said within her self, that is the

to be willin And so I am going to dedicate my life. And I am
= o

going to pass it out like the loaves and the fishes and let God multiply my

=

love.



