"GROWTH IN THE CHURCH BY THE CAPTIVE"

Eph. 4:7-10

Paul developes his subject of @n the church. le now talks
about thequalities)of the members of Christ's chyrch.

lHHe is going to talk about their @ualitiesI their function! @hey can

best use their talents and gifts in his service.
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By laying down an essential truth -(everk ﬁift aiitl1e we

grace of Christ - giver of gifts.

Paul describes ! censior)of our Lord -- His tygjymphal entry

into glory -@ing captivity captive and bestowing gi_ﬁ';)»- Heavenly gifts

upon men.

; above all Heavens -- above thewww
and clouds pass by; above the w- milky way - stars.” And @ into

tWhera God has his throne and where the Lord is preparing the

Holy City - the New Jerusalem.

Ourmg for our sins according to the Scriptures. This

was \God's Elg through out the (ages) that Christ should die for our sins. Without

the blood there is no remission of sin.

The @anier? and the,@ are tud meaningful s;g_n,s and seals of God's love.

He is the Ms of those who shall be raised from the dead -- He is

the morning star.



Paul writei that he aﬁcengﬁd --"leading captivity captive"”, and now ''giving

gifts to men". Illow beautiful!l

Some day this same Lord shall @0 earth.

E@ghtgyggt in the life of our Lord pqig;s to the next event and all to the

completion of this age.

Ile that descended is the same one that nded up above all Heaven.
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At the brow of the h¥ll he stopped -- lifted up his han%s in blessing upon

them. A chEzigﬁ;gf;;ighg_gggulfgd‘Him as he was swept out of their sight.

They could not help it -- standing -- looking upward. They must not tarry
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too long.

ame in garments of light and turned the Disciples bw@
WWe ask this separation? leave us Lord? Stay with us.

Upper Room he said "It is expedient that I go away."
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Note géme reasoné why our Lord ascended.
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I, TO H ONE_TO DIRECT THE ADVENT OF HIS KI oM
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Not lost the battle.
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lle directs war against spiritual enemies. Directs our work.

Twinkling of an eye - He will return.
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Lift up our hearts and souls Heavenward - Godward.

Pl QimGans clyatian) is in Heaven.

Col. 3:2 - Set your afwll on things above, not on things on the earth.

w are ever opened Heavenward.
Our tﬁeasures aii Hiﬁe - by and by our frigds are there - our fﬂily over

there.

Sad if we left in death and Christ remained here.

IVE US F - NOT

| re h on this earth we would tg to ﬁet to the Master.
Faith - whm_e,dcumx_skgc - invisible.
:aﬁMore matolidl - a religiongs the morf(‘ UnsRdddtual it is.



We have no Priest for our eyes. ¢ w« ‘ 2 - .

Alt e

!_/ar‘ W l,/a ,\..:e A /'bfv‘]‘a_ ,

Gold and Silver m :/7
B rae——

Rites or Rituals ' _w
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s i the yplc.allodiaicyen, Ps He 7ﬂw ﬁ
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‘:‘Ji/tjl;t_hg Temple - sacrifices - feasts - prone to idolatry.

E;aét_ism) and Eord'% ﬁ_ﬁiﬁr superstition added - Baptism is regeneration,
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Lord's Supper brings grace - No,

That is why the f" st liiﬂi ‘ioodeﬁi buimi'“ here was good as a cathedral

from which to call on the Lord.

IV, TO SECURE OUR INlIERITé%%E

Here we are in a W with a w an I
ever be asyges that Lugirdeiabic it tqlcoygp?

lle_is there to kaor us. Luke tells us about his days in
TR

the flesh on this earth. He began his work of redemption down here in the flesh

and brings it to glorious conclusion in Glory, finally pr before

the Throne of God, Iw John 10:28.

I ma‘ fall iniﬁ WOE the ground - what of my inheritance? The Lord died,



buried, raised.

W, be wrigped in a winding iaﬁet and put in

e T

( I Thess. 4:13—14\1 Promise--fallen asi_lg/ep in Jesus will God bring with hin.

V. TO INTERCEDE F%Eﬁs

Understands - sympathizes.

became of the bo MW /'\IQ{ he

astback into Heaven., 1 THI 3:16, Great is the mystery.
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@ et _bin on Damascus Road. "Who art Thou Lord?" Acts 9:5. In glory

he is the same blessed Lord.

%ii\/]ﬁ GIFTS

@of Christ's ascension gifts was the(Holy Spirit.~ There is na limit to
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his abounding presence.

Some have nWs businesg - W etc. But there are gifts of

grace, differeat Ei ﬁil when we gather in the church, each brings his grace gift,

Plan and purpose for your life. Receive@w

is blessed. The church needs all of you - e;e cannot say to the foot - I do not need
R ¥ E
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o s behiezin, t0 Rl i@ s OF age, I
could only try but God gives tl ili
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but Christ iSCW'

@"T’he chariots of God ire 20i000 - even thousands of angels_."

He took captivity those that tried to make him captive.

@. ied to hold him captive?

%&nd the world.

D nd ave - tried to hold and bind him. Grave could not keep.

|Samson-broke the chains and ropes.

Low in the grave he lay
~ Jesus my Saviour;
Waiting the coming day

Jesus my Lord.



Up from the grave he arose,
With a mighty triumph o'er his foes,
He arose a victor from the dark domain

And He lives forever with His saints to reign.

He arose! He arose! llallelujah! Christ arose!

ISatan tried to capture him - Christ ascended up on high. He led captivity

captive.

. @Unto everyone of us is given ﬁrace accordinﬁ to the measure of the

gift of Christ.

poke of living near the New Forest.(”l use to hear much
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about what they called "rgl “‘Rg fences'". ,

A man received or took a little piece of theWon which hebuilt a
house and put a Wround it. Which could be slwy and silently—pushed outward

by slow degrees and enclosed, year by year, a wider area.
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"Lord, I believe help Thou mine unbelief." A prayer for every soul.




