Hatcher’s vision turned his home into house of education

First of two parts.

r.l.‘he grove of oak trees stand-
ing on the gentle slope
above Judy Creek was such
a pretty sight that William E.
Hatcher often stopped what he
was doing to admire it.

On hot afternoons the Baptist
minister would take his work out
onto the front yard of his house,
where he could sit under shade
trees and enjoy the cooling breeze.
From this vantage point, he could
see the nearby grove, and he often
thought the rise would make a
“splendid place for a school.”

Hatcher was troubled by the
fact that the nearby village of
Fork Union didn't have a school of
its own. Over the years, he had
become aware that village girls
who wanted an education often
had to attend school far from
home, and the boys’ education, as
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often as not, consisted of learning
how to farm.

The Bedford County native first
visited Fork Union during the
summer of 1864. He had accepted
an offer to help the Rev. W.A.
Whitescarver conduct a one-week
revival meeting at Fork Baptist
Church.

Hatcher fell in love with the
quiet village and also with Oranie
Virginia Snead, who lived with
her parents in Fork Union. They
married on Dec. 22, 1864, and the
following summer started a tradi-
tion of vacationing each year in

Fork Union.

After Hatcher became the pas-
tor of Grace Street Baptist Church
in Richmond, he began to appreci-
ate even more the peace and
serenity he found in the Fluvanna
County town.

In 1895 Hatcher purchased a
26-acre parcel of land on the edge
of Fork Union that he had long
admired. Two years later, he had
a large house built on the land
and he named it Careby Hall after
his family’s ancestral home in Lin-|
colnshire, England.

Although the distinguished
looking home was large and spa-
cious, Hatcher fondly referred to it
as his “hut in the brush.” It was
there that he began to think about
the school.

On Sept. 30, 1898, Hatcher
invited a large number of local
people to his home. Also in atten-
dance was a group of ministers

who were participating in a reli-
gious retreat at Careby Hall.

At the meeting Hatcher’s pre-
sented his 1dea of establishing a
“classical” school on his property.
The idea found receptive ears and
by the time the meeting ended,
pledges of financial assistance had
been made and a plan to make the
school a reality had been ham-
mered out.

The original 10 guarantors of
the academy each pledged $50 to
get the school up and running.
Just two weeks later, Oct. 15,
1898, 19 boys and girls took their
places in a two-story, rented build-
ing in the village known as Coop-
er’s Dwelling House.

The first class of the Fork
Union Academy was under way.

The following year, W.P. Snead
and his wife, Julia Seay Snead,
gave the academy six acres of
land. Some months later, they pre-

sented 11 more acres to the school.

This donated land would even-
tually become the center of the
campus, but during its first couple
of years, the academy had no
buildings of its own and precious
little money. The school’s first cat-
alog was printed on penny post-
cards and consisted of two para-
graphs.

The sparse announcement
called the readers’ attention to the
fact that the classical academy
had been established with the goal
of preparing young men and boys
for college or the business world.
Insofar as Hatcher hailed “co-edu-
cation” as a valuable experience at
the school, it was surprising that
no mention of that was made in
the catalog.

Although the catalog was less
then ostentatious, it fulfilled its
function. Students outside the
immediate area started enrolling.

A number of Fork Union residents
opened their doors to these out-of-
towners and, for a nominal fee,
they provided students with room
and board.

Careby Hall also became a
home away from home for many
students. With a good-natured
laugh, Hatcher would often tell
people he called his dining room
“the restaurant,” because that’s
what it often looked like at meal-
time.

With the school up and run-
ning, Hatcher had a ready supply
of opponents to challenge in games
of quoits, dominoes, backgammon
and, during the mild months, cro-
quet in his spacious front yard.
His winning whoops of glee and
losing groans were often heard
around the house. g

In 1900 the academy erected its
first building, which was named
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