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HE TOOK THE CUP

1 Cor. 11:25

INTRODUCTION:

Today we observe an impgrtant ordinance in the church - mainly, the

Lorg_'_s Supper. It would do well for us to once again think of fthe meaning

of this supper. And to seek to examine the contents of it.
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The Bible tells us thatgathered together his Disciples and

when he had given _thanks in@ﬁ_, he break}ead, take eat, this is my

H
body which s brgk.en for you. With the rds - thi/s do in remembrance
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WA
of me.

@— After the same manner, he took the cup, and when he had supped

saying, this cup is the I-Jg__vl_Tga.tament in my blood. This do i(es oft gs

ye drink it, in remembrance of me.) But as oft as ye eat this bread and
——— S

drink this cup - ye do show the Lord's death til he comes.
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The emghas;‘s this morning that I want you to get -=- is that he took thg

cup. And @that cup, I would like for us t§ examin@\ the liquid. Just what
,

would that cup contain. And what was there,
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I read a gtory told by éw) About the truth found in the

light - as you look into a diamond. He said that Dr. Ernest Parson told them

r aad

1939 that a dianond breaks (oloro) inbov.
in 1939 that a diamond breaks into @ghe of the rainbow. So that

people viewing it from difﬁﬁ%les - gsee different colors. One may declare




the color is red. Another may argue it is b%gg. But the third person will
rd

insist that it is yel&gw. And yet another, will be sure to say that the

color is green.
S’,

Now their dispute may be so violent that they may even fight, over what

they see.

In truth, each is_right. To declare what he sees - and each is wrong to

—

deny what the others see.

No man knows all the truth - only God knows that.ne time wrote,
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I Cor. 13:12 - now we see through a glass darkened, but then face to face,

1)

but them I know in part - but then shall I know them also as I am known.

~

Now

as long as we are in the flesh, we are going to be limited in our vision and
e Ty

our understanding. We live in an environment that is restricted by our

experiences. We see the diamond in different opinions and interpretations.

In God, all the truth is one. And he is the pure light. But in God we come

to know even as he knows us.

Down through the QEELHLiE;: mqu Christianshhave found different meanings

in the Lord's Supper. We are thankful for what wizgggggg_g;hgrs have found.
But also, there are some things that draw us together. As we hold up the Master's

cup today, there are some who would claim all different colors. As they look

at that Last Supper in the qgg%;:g;;;k
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Jesus used the figure of the cup as a gymbol of his suffefigg. GE;;:hames
s and John asked for the highest seats in the Kingdom - Jesus replied, Matg, 20:22,

"are you able to dripk of the cup which I must drink, and be baptized with the
!
baptism of all, I am baptized.

( J ']
i Later, irl Gethsemane) he prayed Matt. 26:39 — TFather, let this cup pass from

v}
me. Nevertheless, not my will but thy will be donme.

When we reach for this cup today, that little vessel already has deep meaning
—— e 8

- for Jesus. And he puts the meaning in it. Let usgain (:;223—26.

Now let me ask you, @- you see in the cup. As DE;—P-E%S said -

different people see different colors.

I. GOLD

We will declare that this stands for something ygluable in his<%emory:>

I think if we took that to symbglize memory today, we can easily see why Jesus

141
said -}%his do in gemembrance of me. The observance of the Lord's Supper is

C:E:;Lni_;emembering. A mggge;gl to Jesus. Isaiah 2:; - the prophet said the

land was filled with silver and &c_g,d. And this we can understand. For we have

e
given friends sometime a we have brought them back some little token.

And it is something that will help them to remember that osc_a_ﬁ_i.nn and that

—-—

experience that we are sharing.
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Th@to be remembered is natural and valid.Jesus gave to the
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12_and to all of us, who would come after them, @could he do that we might
e

remember. Now Jesus could have@a p}ﬁmid. He could have built a great

%ue. He could have given each of his followers a little golzen cross to
wear. He could have given them a number af,;ﬂmgs. And said, now this is the

thing that you remember me by.

But as we search for that cup that he used that night - it is a great story

and it is of real yalue. I wonder @m_ggened to the cup that hg did use) Did

tamErr

some of the disciples find it. It would be something to behold. And people would

use it as mﬁic. But Jesus did not leave us anything like that.
’

But Jesus did leave us sgmething that we could do in his memory.
T eare—

And I know sometimes, you have wondered - if he meant for us to think of him

everymmwke_a.@&ﬂ_tmgand e,gg__it( No?but I_am _glad-that he said -

when you gather together for worghip in the church. Somehow that seems to be the

righ.t:’p;].gcﬁ_ and the riglﬂ:l__’;__;__j.ge to keep his supper.

Now this iséasy to dc> It is just and it is a cup. And they
both are very much like his sgfferigg. His life was squeegg out for us. The

juice of his life was taken. And as we are nourished by bread and drink, we are
sustained by his sacrifice. I think this is an eggy memorial to remember. We
don't like to think of suffering and the cross. It is not a pretty thing. But

there it is, as you look in that cup - there is gold.
—



II. BLUE

This stands for(faithfulness.) You have heard the expression ''true blue'.
— v

So and so is true blue. They mean that there is a person sgggsggr in obej}ence
and faitﬁ}plmess, and lo%}lty. And in true blue, we find that Jesus said, as
oft as ye do this. We ought to be true blue Christians and in observing this, it

ought to be something that we desire. Something we look forward too at every

opportunity in our church.

Numbers 4:6—*1 tells something about the blue in God's tabernacle. How things
= —g—
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were fixed and how the parts were dygd.
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Listen, @s the[example/ - he was trye blue to his Fafher all the way

through. What Jesus kxgg&;ﬁg;dﬁﬁght, he dec ed. Also, some people did not like
it and eventually they killed-him. He could have not escaped suffering - he was
ngs_g_man_;nffgp. When some Greeks came to him and tempted him, and Jesus said,

now my hour. What shall T say, my soul is troubled. Father, save me from this

hour. But for this cause, came I unto this hour. Jojp 12:27. In John 9:4 - I
e meeasm——itey e

must work the work of him that sent me.
———————Yy

Mark 14:36 - the will of God was foremost in hig life. Not mine but thine,

be done. Whosoever shall do the will of God, the same as my brother, my sister,

and my mother, Ma;&_;;ﬂi.

With his dying breath Jesus quoted Fsalm 31:5 Into thy hands I commit my
"'"-‘;7 E:;;:::::: p— ': s 4

spirit.
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I'm not sure how much Jesus understood the reasoning and the meaning of
the crogg. But to the fullest of his 11 - he was willing to be true blue to

his Father. And this has SW for Christian suffering. As Peter
p— &

expressed it I Peter 4:19,/) Suffer according to the will of God, commit the

keeping of their souls to him, in well doing as unto a faithful creator.

c Don't)you admire a person who stands by his convictions. And suffers out

of loyalty to another. Or to a great cause. Both of these blues are in Jesus'

cup. It is there because it calls for a deeper commitment to the loyalty of God.

III. RED

(Sacrifi e Part of this red,@imson!cord runs through the Scriptures.

It started way back in the 0ld Testament. Numbers 19.2. They were to bring
h

a ffer and sacrifice that blood. stands for sacrifice. In the New
# RS T Nt iy
Testament, it comes to__h_g_h;l@ He says this is my-hady which is byggken
i [ -

for you. This cup is the New Testament covenant in my blood which is shed for
—_— -

———
you.

No@ way you interpret this, here is the death and the suffering of Jesus

for others. Like a(lamb}wi thout faults or blemish, he was sacriéiced in our

p lace. He uses the figure of speech - that has clothed the mystery, and yet

it really has to do something with the (blooa stained story of his love that was
M

shed on the earth. Gen. 3:21. ((God \clothed his people with the skin of an
Y e e o
animal. TFollowing the shed blood. Love was in that sacrifice. Love remains
———
f——




=

in that sacrifice and without love, there is no sacrifice.

And sacrifice was@a new experience for Jesus. H 11
P Jesyp

e

theW. His he did e with a<gife and

children. As a normal man wanted too. No, that joy was one of sacrifice. He

made the better to do the will of his Father. John 4534,

Think of th. Do you think they were just off the cuff.

No, Jesus gave himself to those people who cured. The woman who slipped and
—_ﬂ

@= the hem of his garment. The Scriptures say, immgdiately, knowing in himself.
" J

That virtue had gone out of him, and said as he turned about, who_ touched me.
———
Mark 5:30. This gives you a clue to the nature of Jesus. And reveals the insight

as to why people said, he is beside himself. Mark 3:21. He gav

himself awag jhat he seemed to have so little left. But surely he has our

griefs, carried our soxxqQus, he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
—— EEeee—— AR

for our iniquities. Isaiah 53:4-5.
—————————— m—

JESUS‘@wWen from him gave it freely. John.1Q:17, 18.

Greater love hath no man than this but a man lay down his life for his friends.
’—-v _L*———VH-———'—‘

Jesus said on the eve of death, and by the death. Jesus transformed even his

~

enemies.

( Pau? thinking about that in Rom. 5:7-8 said, for scarcely, a righteous man
[
d%E for one. He might perhaps die for a good man. Some would even dare to do

that, but God commanded his love for us while we were yet sinners. Christ died

for us.



So there was red - sacrifice.

IV. PURPLE

(L

Royalty\or divinity. Purple. udges 8:26 Purple was@ on a king. Luke
7 ——————

el
the rich man was clothed in pu}ple. Ma;k_]_j_%as clothed with

——

purple. This was royal color. And this was the anointed of Israel - the son of
g,

God.
Sometimes( peoplpwondered why Jesus stayed on the cross such a short time.
One_womepn _gadd, how long was it. And some preacher told her it was gix Dhours.

n__—-—"? —

She exclaimed - I have suffered from apthritis for 20 x@s. Knowing that she
EEE——

meanf no blasphemy. But she really did not understand. It was not a matter of

time. And it was not a matter of just a cross. Because tho s
w

had been raised before this one. And taken down. But this cross was different,

because thf God was dying
nm——

Men, Iww in times of peace. Others have watched people
die in times of war. People have watched individuals die b the joner.
_-—q

But Mark 15:39 says, surely this man was the son of God. You can't stand before

Jesus' cross withou that cu veryone, that hangeth upon the tree.

Gal. 3:13.

That somehoas there and deeply involved in that. As someone ,

I know not how that Calvary's cross, a world from sin to free, I_oply koow it's

matchless love, has brought God's love to me.
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Here was purple, a king. The kigg of kings, the Logd.oflesds. Look in

that cup and see if you don't sgg_g_hat purple. That royalty.

V. GREEN

This mearls_ézmj.sa It means gife And this is something that many

people have been late in seeing. It has been there all the time.

Paul said, as oft as_ye drink this cuE. Ye do show the Lord's death til
he come. 26.] That @ o_the future. The supper is not only a memorial
ome, () 26.) - e famxg op y

to the p}sz But here is a promise to the fut}g. And too often and too long

have we observed the Lord's Supper like a funeral. As we come to weep over the

dying Jesus. But here is a note that causes the action. is not dead,

—
he is risen, and he is coming again. @gaid he would. GI>believe he will.
——— S —— _—# -—_-_-q
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Look again at what he said that {@st hight yhen he ate with his Disciples.
il =
Mark 14:25. Verily I sav.unto.yau, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine,
U

until that day I drink it new unto the kingdom of God. " How the supper that Jesus

kept with his Disciples and askgd us_to k;ep - is only - in common everyday language

an appetizer. To aéittory bangueé At which we shal( sharg__ai his return. The

person that holds this cup, is holding it until the real supper - the kind of

R—

thing that is important.

v , aneouppey); e chgléren
ou know @it is whels ready. The childr are

They want to get a taste of that supper. You have to hold them uatil the nyl is
e ——— N
o
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Sometimes people pass out little appetizers to sort of tene things dowm.

Now this is a Scripture tegm to be earnggf. Which is @or a down-payment

It is a pledge a And Paul says this is like the
earnestness

Holy Spirit of promise which is an/m of our inheritance. Now the Disciples

of more to come.

were always hoping for the restoration of Israel. They wanted the glory to come

i& their time. (Afte?&he Lord's resurrection, they stilJesus and said,

—
Lord, will you at this time restore him. They wanted Jesus - the glory to come
down in their time. Even after the Lord's gesurrection. They gere I

this bangp‘et. But Jesus reminded them -@iﬁ not for vou to kngg the t\imes nor

the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. Agts 1:7. He told them

that the day and hour not even the angels of Heaven knew. Only the Father. Matt.
ﬁ

24:36.

- ‘@ s:oke language they could understand and that d. Matt.
24:43, He said, he is going to come like e@m@t, and it is going to

be like one sitting on a throne. Separating sheep from goats 25:31. These are
8 par g P g ]

pictures of great truth. And Jesus is ahead of us as much as he is behind us.

@i Jesus behind us and Jesus in the presgnt, there will not be much in the

future withouL.lE%s. But it will be Jesus. It is his life and his wictory. So

we need to let him have his way. And when t:h blow their trumgg‘;:s, and the
i” are lifted out of the grave. Our esus yill.be in charge. He is

likened as coming to @ weddg feagt). That-sounds great. - blessed.

are they that are called unto the marriage supper of the landy Here is one of

the highest experiences of human joy that will be indescribeable in our Lord's

ultimate victory.
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Now this is yet e. here in man's sgorz is righteousness complete,

or has God's complete victory been manifest. But it is coming. Now, that is

what you get a taste of in this supper - in this cup. @15 a PI‘OIIIlSE] it is a

foretasts of Jesus' triumph. When the kingdoms of this world shall become the

kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. And he shall reign forever and ever.
Rev., 11:15. A ‘W“ . .
‘U_% )5.\2’ mp___l Lt thagm?oﬂﬂ-an« ._J.S)-—-V

u@? stands for promise. Green. And it is not yet complete.
e
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T w - It says he maketh me to lie down in green pastures.

That means something that is highly( prosperouain condition. When green

is gbsent, and the grass ds burnt up. There is desolation. What awyful ggs
“

e

e
are in store. green means that it is flouri g and it is fruitful.
——— e
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@took the cup. you take thg..oup. today, will your become .
Will your @ become #fue blud Will you and radiant

R

as his blood. Will your devotion to hisd divinity b And
will the hich you visualize become a real of promise. This is what

ﬂ

he left us.

And thinking of this, doesn't it make you want to love him. Doesn't it make

you be ipspired today by this color cade - to see these hidden.truths that are
—

wra?m in our blesged Lord.



