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HIDING IN RELIGION

Luke 10:25-37

INTRODUCTION:

The( Parable) of the Good Samaritan is one of the most noted passages in

the Bible. It is worthy because it illustrates one of the most important

truths, of the Christian religion. It gives us chet@,ighbor.

We are cqgggggggd_with_pgnple who have needs. And how these needs can be
met in today's world. How can the peasant who is hungry in Vietnam be deprived
of every nation. The poverty striken of our own city. The question is ever the

same. Can man use his resources to meet human needs?

To meet this challenge our religious faith cannot be an(i;;;;;;;E} of hiding.

Our religion must be a door which is open, to the value of every person.

This is the emphasis in the program of _ggghggg_Egp;i&tﬁ)this year, In fact,

this is the structure of the Sunday School in its re-organization as we begin another
Year. The key eoid, WL 5A Tountiien®, Z-7 s = %’f}k 2
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Now if ii%:i:j: is to be come a t%&l&£¥! then there is no room for us to hide
in our feligious shelter, as you would in a fall-out shelter.

The parable of the Good Samaritan is a fine example of this truth.

Now it 1s(surprising}for this parable did not start out to be the answer to

who is my neighbor, but to answer the ques { on, hat must I do to inherit eternal

1i¥e,
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Therefore, you consider| firsé the setting of the occasion.

—,—'——"__‘__:_‘—
@gi_dyour Lord tell this parable, To answer a question. The question

had been put to him by th

Now you must understand that the lawyer was a student - an 1r3_terpreter

of the 01d Testament law. He was one who told the peog}g how to apply the law

to the details of their lives. Some of them were called §E£%Bes. This lawyer

stood up and was going to test Jesus. @shall I do to inherit eternal life.
—

Now being an @ in the Jewish law, he was a man who was s:_;_pgg_siq_ggjgmw

all the answers. So @%’d him, what is written in the law? How do you read.

The lawyer had a ready answer - he quoted Deut. 6:5 and Lev. 19:18. Where we

have the command, thou shall love thy neighbor as thy self. And he showed that the
love -
law required perfectafor God and perfect love for man.

(Yo;\)are vight said Jesus. @*ﬂ/kg_ey the law as well as you quote it, you

will have eternal life. Now the lawyer really didn't raise that question for the

answer he received.

The lawyer wanted trL_th&_sptlt. So he thought of a way of escape.

His next question, who is’my neighbor? The lawyer is struggling with self-defiense.

He wanted to somehow get around hwluy.

You recall that even after the pouiring out of the Holy Spirit, required

a special revelation before he would go to the household of fo;nel;u; a-Gentile.

Because very deep seeded, he had the wrong conception. And this is the thing that

@@he lawyer. Just who was his neighbor, Did he define his neighbor as a Jewish
ne ~oWYE iz 29’/

bf%h,er. Did he draw the lines somewhere that eliminated certain people. Did he
i
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think that just the children of God, a brow. Were they neighbors. Jesus

sought to lead men to error and darkness into spiritual truth. There seems to be

no question in the lawyer' _g)r_l;}nd ébout lovin G} 9 He is already convineed that he

does love God., But the part of the answer that troubled him, is who is my neighbor.

e
That is, he was troubled with his[: outreag?}j}

—
_Mapy Jof us do gthaiej_que&ti}p about the matter as to whether or not we

love God. We feel deeply within ourselves that our relationship with God is there.
U

But the hard question to swallow, is the outreach. Who is my neighbor.
= ="

Now Jesus does not reply the expected word., He seldom does. Jesus could have

said, well, anyone who has a need is your neighbor.

Instead, he :e;—mondedith ?‘_‘lé’i@ And this story has come to be known as

the Good Samaritan. It has@— where four main characters are. Now the man who

was robbed, the character of the parable, He was 1ivwfe.

T

e So the first character is the )m_anﬁwho was ;;'obbecﬂ, And he was traveling the

road from Jerusalem to Jericho., We know not his destination. We do not know the

purpose of his journey. He is just a man who was living on this earth, like you,

and yet he got to be the central character in this drama - on how to inherit etermal

life and who is my neighbor. Now this man's need is what this story is all about.
&

The(;;;;;;g)man emphasizes the reality of how important the question of

eternal life is to every man. The matter of Christian faith then becomes more

—_—

than Whglq_yr_e__ are going to spend eternity. It deals then with our commission, our

L 7
outreach, of the Gospel with our direction of 1ife to every person. We desire life
: —

for ourselves, for everyone else. The realization of this is in the center of the

stage.
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And the drama continues with the oodgg;;;;lzggﬁ Because he is somggne\3g5do.

not know and someone whom we do not know - he is a ymbol) of all humanity. How many

——

people today awake us to realize this. To carry them the message, of redemption and

reconciliation.

The answer to this question is beyond our ability to understand. Yet, just as

£ d i nds. The &;_ié)of the here and now
this man waited for SDmEQ%%/;O bind up his wounds QE;JL

in the world wait for someone to bind up their wounds and to minister to their needs.

"

The poqugzgggigkgn people wait. They wait for us to recognize their poverty.
We have forgotten them in our march toward prosperity. The plight in some cases may

be due to laziness or immorality - or even because of sin. But they are a product

of our society.

These people are thé& ;;;;;;;\man lying in the ditch of €oday's wgg}d. Waiting

and dependent upon someone stopping and helping them.

Now these people are(not)in a far off land. They are all around in our

community. We know the streets on which they live. We know some people by name.
e =

God waits, he waits for us to see their needs.

If somehow we could realize that Jesus is telling the story about our own

salvation, if it is true - we will rise up. As we see the needs of others about

The/ remarkable théééjabOut this story is\its sh;;;;;;;) It takes about 143

us.

words to tell it.

"

Another thing, it is fu}l,gff%EEEEE)’ every sentence is a picture.
— b o J

Another thing, it is full of[human in;;;ggiﬁ— robbers, tragglers, a man half dead,

P P £



people pqgg}quby.

But the startling/ feature)of it, is the vital concern , the common people
— e ’-'_'—_—. —_—— .
knew these men, who passed by. And the W W topped and ministered

in the matter of outreach.

-f’g‘”‘”/;’_ﬁh““““\ ,/”"’f_*'___“‘~\ "
Theé_Good Samaritan’all centers in.B}m. Now thd\§§225,23522§9 is not to make

the qukggg,prominent, nor is it to make the wounded traveler the main figure, nor

does it make the inn-keeper. The priest and the lgg%%flggg?gg;;hgxgth

b2l
e

But the story(éompel@no_ral ascent, and agreement.

Now th{:gggé connecting Jerusalem and Jericho is famous because of its dangerous

- they tell us it is LQ__g_r_J_-___ln_i._l_ea_._, The first city to be destroyed by the Israelites

under Joshua according to history, had a curse put on it - that no man was to rebuild
it. Josh. 6:26. This was carried out - a man named Hiel in the days of Ahab.

I Kings 16:34. They say you travel from Jerusalem about 2300 feet above sea level

—'—'—_'——__———_F-i ———

but when you reach Jericho, near the plain of the Bead 8ea, you are 1100 feet below
sea level. So it is w&ggigg, tuﬁgipg, dropping, down the roeky Toad. A narrow
valley, a miserable descent. Slippery rocks, as you descend — not even a tree or

a house is to be seen. They tell us that there is one small place which is supposed

to have been the inn-keeper's house. But that it is much like it was in the days

when Jesus told this parable.

Therefore, fir;;L there was thg[figz?m: Now he was doubtless_ﬂg;gégsﬁ He might

have been a reckless fellow traveling alone on such a dangerous road, by himself.

So this first victim was robbed, stripped of his means, beaten, and left half dead
_/7’ —_/‘4__ e

by the roadside.
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he came along upon this man by the side of t;he road - and he was det%ine.d not

The second charactegﬁwas a prieqél He was a minister. And Jesus said,

to meet the man. He perhaps Wa@ojggfthuounded_}gn. And here is

an example in hiding in religion. First he probably thought the wounded man was
S T O =

‘ Now the thin that is dead - therefore,
_dead.. (Lav)says y is de

he crossed to the other side of the road and went on his way.

Now the Hé’m of the t, he Q!ot take time to stop and to investigate

and to see if there was some outreach ministry that he could perform.

Or perhaps,( had !1_1e known the man who was dying, he probably would have done
é//‘ . This points up to the ﬁfitude of the church today.
as mug_ll__q_;_ maybe €ven more P P é > 7

We are too busy to stop and see the needs of one another.

—

We pass by on the other side of the road from the needs of the wqud.

~

——
In a world which the church had many times cggggg the éregghgr or the minister

— e

to become(encumbered ith so many @gchéﬁiés in which Christian love has de-generated
— e ——— //~

-

to liking those who like you. We have no time left to tell the story of Jesus and

his redemption to those who have lost their way.

We are@msz deciding which one is the grizge_d,t_ins_;ad of ministering

to the needs of the people around us. We are too busy thinking that a minister ought

to be pleasing, out-going, to see that God has always intended that we owe allegiance

to His Son, and to his cause.

We are too busy in religion to stop and see )the real problem. Is our world

alEza/@_dEa’dZor is it just dying. Is it in a ditch like the man who has been robbed.
-
If Christian people ever needed to stop, it is now.

—
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We seem to become afraid to be involved in important and significant matters.

The real issues of today - meeting the political action, working out solutégps,
‘____________7_7

and needs of the other people. Dealing with the population. God never intended us
—=
to pass by on the other side. To run by on the other side without taking a close

look.

:ZZZE// The third character "}éfL};;;;;]

Now these brethren were assist#*to the griests. Sometimes they were judges,
sometimes they were ggEg:gggpgﬁs, and sometimes they were qggigiéns —— singing in the

Temple.

In today's language, we would perhaps call them Ministersof Music, or Educational
—_—
Directors, or Ministers of Youth. But the lLevite, like the priest, here is the

emphasis on relig%gp. These men were hiding in religion. And it seems to say some-

thing to us today. Aren't you | hat our church is to be involved in outreach
R

In the time of Jesus, these relggious people pasagd the time of opportunity to the

needs of the wounded man.‘7%gfguf<ji;l 1;LVL5 Zaamal g)ﬂ’ ﬁgL*”JZ—r
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I think the grsifgégg?hefe is that the man failed to see his mission. He
~

couldn' t see beyond his own ligglg_g;gup, And this happens in our Sunday School

Classes, our little group.

He just was too busy to stop and see if the man was dead, or if he needed some
assistance. Now this seems to be something of what Jesus was telling those who

heard him. Those who passed ﬂy the man in need were the very ones everyone expected

to be the figg;_sg_ﬁjquJunijy;%p.

|
The(éE;;;E§is expected to help to%g;, We are the ones that God is looking too.

Those who are crying)for help, often we give them a deaf ear. Can the under-

privileged, the emotionally diéggxbed, i1l people turn to God's people who know God's
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love. Can the person who needs compassion turn to Christian-people today?

Now the world needs scientists, engineers, needsnnew lans, big ideas.
{___i;; » eng P » D18

But it also needs the(éompasézgﬁ)of your heart, Blessed are the merciful.

We too hesitate and we make our excuses for not helping others., Many times,

we say Lord, these folks do not deserve any:-help.

But the point is, that Jesus said,(ét!is not_whgﬁﬁgggzqggﬁgour’gslp - but

e

who needs your help. And this is different.

It is like the fellow who during the(@ééiéééiéﬁi}g_lggg_was bggg}gg_f he
couldn! t find work. He met a man well-dressed on the street. He said Sir, could
you spare me something to eat. The man began to put him off - make one excuse after
another. Finally the begger said, Sir, if you couldn't let me have something to

eat, would you mind shaking my han What the man needed more than food was under-
—'—_——/— -— — S—

standing and sympathy.
Lo o .

ou hiding in religioy Will you become a part of the outreach. Do you
have the idea that might makes right. Is that the rule you li¥e by. Do you live
by rule, do as you wish men would do to you - do so to them. Christianity is more

than going to church, saying a few prayers.

Someone has said the@tlhm of the road was the easiest side. The most
i =

pleasant side, the 132% side.

.:I:EZ: Fourth, the Good Samaritan You would have thought that this man would have

—
been a good Igrig};gg éqymgg; The priest, the levite - were Israelites. But in

fact, the Samqa__Ei._t_aP_ was a layman. And he knew something about outreach.
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There is also something else here. Th@_\ a&} d _Sama_ritansr werlel enemies |

- to such an extent that the Samaritans were not too welcome in the courtyard
' 7

of the temple.

When this man saw the wounded person - he had compassion on him,
g

This caused him to g_g_,;o__the._ﬁan.

To bind up his woun/ds/* using oil and wine.

To plgge_ﬂ_o_n_his donkey - took him to the Inn, and stayed with the man
S =

over night. To _be sure that he had done a hat he could. Then he paid the next

few days lodging, in order that the man might fully recover.

5. D S
Now@ asked the lawyer -@one of these was a neighbor} And the

lawyer answered, the one that showed mercy. Jesus then said to the man, if you
want eternal life - thgw_x‘;ég_g__dg_{ikgwise. For the original question was

you remember was not who is my neighbor - but what shall I do to inherit eternal

life.

Now if you want to inherit eternal life, we must understand what Jesus is

illustrating here. egins with God. He loves us. And we are able to love

him.

Then we are able to love others - Christian love - to love each other.

And we love out beyond our own circle. The Good Samaritan did not hide from

human needs. He met those needs. He knew who his neighbor was.

are we going to do about the needs of the people in our community. Are
3 7 _— - /
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we going to get down and be involved.

I expect the lawyer wanted to hear what he wanted to hear. But Jesus told

q_‘__"——».
him this parable. The(iééigglgggbablx¥pad an idea that he was free. That he

—

could do as he pleased - but {Egaé)brought him face to face/ with responsibility

You remember the{Prodigal So waqgggfgg:gg=;1hesgégd. But he returned home

because his freedom was too much for him, He took his piggy bank, his bag of marbles

and he left on an excig;ggwggggg When he left home - but he soon discovered that

he was responsible.

People today must rECognigg,- there was a time when the/flag\iwas a symbol of

pride. But now it is a symbol of politics. And men do not like an kind of restrictions

at all. I heard that they had(zigffrggigggzht one of the assembly grounds and in
e o o /r

order to put the restrictions Scriptural - they had a sign by the Swimming ﬁBBI; Don't

7/
walk on the water.
‘_.__.—-——-——'__'——'_——

We must live within limits. They are fixed. When man sinned - he surrendered

his control to the world and turned it over to the snake,

Sometimes we hide in religiqn. As q:ggggiiggixonce said about her neighbor's

il

son - she said he would make a good candidate for the ministry. Why, she thought so,

—_—

he is<§?ch a harmless little 1ad;§

— e
Remember, q:!’are responsib -‘fffzggul You may try to blame someone else -

put it off on alcohol.

You are responsible for the/sther personi There are others all about us that
——

we are responsible for - and we disregard each other.
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We know that we have a positive xesponsibility/to God.) And we must give

God all that we have. And this outreach will take us beyond our own church.

We just/can't sit down/and pass by on the other side. Someti h

 jus [/? ) 1d_p n e o side mes we have so
many meetings - like theho attended the Revival Meeting - she attended
so many services she was<g§£2:;§E) The égg;;jcould tell that she was tired as

they were going down khe ?iflEJ he said to her — how far down do you want to sit.

— /—

I‘”gfliggigg_gig_g;;‘the way down if you don't mind,

Times are bad - and Christians must be the ngE_ggg§1£¥gg_people. We can't
run away from inflation or the things that are taking place in this world today

- but we must press on against the tides of the world.

—

It is 1like a(géiii?g boat - the waves and the wind agai he sail give a
pinching aff upon the b95E;éEE:EEEhsgﬂit_fcrua;d. And as we step out into this
e

world of immorality and anxiety, we might well take this story of outreach.

( Lioyd Whitesides told a story once how he was caught in a snow storm in

Kans .‘ A young man came with his horses and pulled him out of the snow drift.
And sent him on his way. He tried to pay the young man something for helping him

/f
out of the snow. The young man being a Quaker said, I charge thee nothing. But

V7
that thou Wil}_g;gy}gg_to thp the next man you find in trouble. Sure enough Lloyd

said, the next man he found in trouble was stuck in some water in Arkansas. So he
took a line and helped pull the man's vehicle out of the water. And from that man
he extracted the same promise. And he said as time went on, the years went.by, he
was up on the Jigggfgggpr in a boat in distress. And a man came along and helped

____—-—-"—‘—’ ——_._'—/'_:—'—;_—
him back to the shore. And it so happened to be the man that he had assisted back

in Au%gggg?Z"J 'é_questi;;—;;\EBﬁ)far one eager act of love, one man's act of love

qEgﬂlggégggggzgﬁgdgzggglgg. The love of Christ can travel.
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Many times with us, it is likeppoor T. V. reception. We have poor spirit
: ~

—_— e

reception. With all of our concerns and our defeats, let us remember that it is
R
outreach.

It is like a who sMk and his child disappeared,

and the church prayed. And somehow they found the body later. There wadizg)

explanation for it. And some fellow sent it to the computing center in N. Y.
P L L 8

And the @, came back, it _just doesn't compute.

—

Sometimes the best we have is just not enough in this world - novmatter how

we look at it. But it is like the|lilley among the thornes) in the song of Solomon

- their nature is different. They had the same raimy, sun, and soil.

So it is in the church. We can hide in our religion or we can assist in
meeting the needs of others. |
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