4
égéﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁ)?re children of the light and of the day. And they

must put aside the conduct that is fit only for the hours of
43 B {

darnkness. is stated

between darkness and between light.  In view of the fact that

‘/’6:; is 1igft he istian live”

’
A full answer to this question would probably take in all

children of God are determined by the character of God and

his fellowship with them, rather than by the character of

the Christians themselves.

L) himo

should have such fellowship as will trgnajg;g them in heart

and. character, and keep them pure in life. This must be

They

real. John must have been

a matter/of words. For

e’

Christian whose religions was only

three times he says, between Verse 6 and 10, if we say each

time reverting to something untrue that is said.

} bf continous action is in
‘;’|IIII!="'“E===;=-:=F ————

r// The
vl
ense of habit.  Hence, walk in the light, means to keep on
o ------::r§7 — e

walking in the light. We have fellowship as the idea, we

have unbroken fellowship. Iwﬂ%ﬁmes
e ey

to cleanse us if we confess, it may read, if we keep on

confessing .We keep on keeping, could be
R e g

present time or the

’
!

"HINDRANCES TO FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD"

I JOHN 1:3-10

INTRODUCTION: 3 rofy ) Mo o My <

The vast majority of Jﬁﬂﬂéﬁ-iﬁiﬂﬁlP were converted

é ntlles

were. guilty of all the weaknesses of human beings.

was a matter of 1i£££s_§;gnijiggpce,
thew the new fellowship, the higﬁm_e of life

was

They had come froy pagan)religion where CGods

—

or men, hence

cult but it was hard for some people to

—— ————

ap,

We come by way of introduction @ the foundation

‘/for this fellowship which we will consider was hindered,
— e 7

as listed in Verse 3 and 4 and also Verse 5.

et .

The deepest

of all of man's individual needs are discovered here in

life to be sat‘a‘;gd in fellowship. There is a hunger for

it. For none of us lives to himself. The @E

l fellowship with the Fa

ther and with the Son, and that means
-~

we embrace everyorfe else in this fellowship.

The life that
‘ he shared exists only to be shared in the life of the church.

S Mhde e the of the community of

believers. The koinonia. Living religion has always created |




2

1

groups from the disciples gathered around the prophet Isaiah
# — - . :

== 8o Jesus gathers about Him the group to be the church by
i

having them together by commandment'and by a supper, to stand‘ﬂ

The spirit cge upon them at and the

scope of this community begins.

together.

fnd share together, and this has never
e N

They are a cloielz knit community, i

ends. They share in life, they
kbt AL,

a socigt
share in fellowship as fellow heirs with Christ. And it is
a rich, many-sided fellowship.

Thegspiritualit

‘/sz;ermined fairlx accurate bz its habits of shurch aiiﬁndﬂnce.,
=

of any person or any community can be

EVeLigg._S.e.nLy W le

of all the missionary al{ivity in the church, we find that

there is low spiritua; power in the members of that church

-
and of that community.

hhn Tathaor who 19 85
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\y Verse 4, we have the mw
ather and with the Son, this is the mark of joy.

revealed to us in Christ,
f ou ip with the
The felt
experience of koiggnia. This is the inner life of the early
church, which was characterized by gladness, by song, by
theggg_glying,.igz, and was i@gortant to the Christian life,

TheJoy Qf the Christian is

found in this realization and the Christian heart is full

to live a full, joyful life.

when it gives itself in service to Jesus.

55;7 In Verse 5, it says that God is absolute light. Light
has been a universal religious symbol and it represents a
(eorsgh
and the'shgggg_gg_ggnbt, and out of darkness which we declare
as lifeless, and it would be qgfair to suggest that many

modern thinkers pradessdgrkness to light. But those who

have

universal human need. There i against darkness

a purposeless, meaningless object in life, certainly
————-—7.——-—-—‘7

know little of this light. The statement that Cod is light

belongs as it were mwod, His Spirit. Being a

personal Figslggﬂ, 8€££_g§i§£pnt, Goﬂ_ii_lgye which character-

izes him, we see the meaning of this to give us a picture, of
\

the light which he gives to the world enlightment. And it

teakdlfics Lo uhat we are to believe in. Now some chose |
T |

darkness avoig:Egég 1iﬁht. He who hates his brother is in |
darkness. He who loves light and life, is in the 1light.



b Cod, that if we walk

in the light., This'is a beag;iiu}.‘iﬂuge,sthe idea of fellow—‘

ship with God as walking in the light.

The§d deadof walking
as a term to-denote the course and ingi ﬂﬁ“ one's conduct.

But the reality: of: fellowship with God 'is a muchimore beauti-

ful thing than any: term: that canibe used to express.it. It

is a light that shines more and more unto the perfect: day.

There!is a challenging expression in Johnla;yprd@
wwt, as _he is in the light. What. is’ the

meaning of, as he is in the:light.o

nWss the same measure of holiness
or moral P'EEEEEESE_EDEE;9°d’ who' is light, possesses. John

would etertainly agree with the Master, who said, that only’

God possesses absolute and underived goodness. Mark 10:17,

and _g_ﬂuine.. fellgﬁship

with God rather than' the perfect character of that fellowship.

v This fellqushdpwresu eansing from .1 The

fellowship of the saint grows out of fellowship that. they |

have with God.

@. tegutsomen of £ fron God. Men may

#Lrue fellowships sets up his own se]ﬁsh

will and he desires as ‘the law of his activity his, own idea,

|

|

A

!
§

ogether in sinful activities but theyw.

}

translated the one who keeps on saying@c_w_.

know him and keeps on not keeping his commandments, is a liar.
R e e

Now he points out in the beginning of Chapter 2 and advocate,
one who will come along beside and help in the form of the

Holy Spirit. This is certainly wonderful.

The nature of

Now the

practical aim of gsage of Scripture is to reveal the
T 3E;ELEE"'E--IIEEZ£E=;§;Z

hindrances to fellowship, and to show the believer how they
BE e

God and the work of Christ in bringing salvation.

may have that fellowship through the help of Christ Jesus.

Fellowship with God is thgzreason Eor our being, the
I~ AG A

means of our security, it is the goal of our whole existence.
ﬂ

S—— ————

Romans 11:36.

é:;!s such fellowship possible. ‘eclared that he

is instructed to announce the good news that such fellowship

—

is not only possible but is actually exgerienced by Him and

r true believers in Jesus.

ot
Vo
v ‘ is this God with whom we may fellowship. God is

light\ and in Him is no darkness at all. He is absolute

purity, truth, goodness. Thg ‘@z fomans hew nothing

of a God like that. The idea was one that was contrary. God
7

is light, VEEEE_QA__Goq_ig_lgxg4_Verse 8. God‘ig_liie,

Chapter 4, Verse 8. For some human

Chapter 5, Verse 20.

beings to have fellowship with him is almost unthinkable.
e
Many profess—

The fellowship is not to be taken for granted.
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ing \Christians have fallem short of the rich experience

because there are hindrances all teo common.

out, some of them.

I. ,False Claim of Fellowship. Verse QQ

The first hindrance that we see and claim to fellowship

v with God, John mentions; is‘insincer{fi& hyBocrisy, plazing

a party professes to honor Christ whileEQEL;beratelx rejecting

Hime MWM of light while

walking in darknegg gf sin, we a_mg, we are deceivers,

and this 1@@1:}, fellowship with Cod.

that John was impractical, that he made
TR

religion an inner exBerience. In our day we want to have a

practical religion that manifests itself indeed.

be in the di ship of the soul

It was not va§ue, it

was a congcious fellowship, revealed for Jesus Christ which

d conscious fe

with God and he tested it by results.

——

demanded holiness. It is impossible for any man to live in

And John points

]

7

fellowship with this God of holy ghg;acter and ngt become

1like him.

.
Consequent])

with Him and walk @n darkness,

needs_no 0
———

is 1light carrdies with it a further fact that anyone who lives

in fellowship with HIM mugg ge characterized bx light and not

by darkness. Righteousness and not by sin, a man cannot have

if we say that we have fellowship

Vet : . Now John's statement

self e nt, The very fact that God

all fellowship with' a Holy God and'be partaker of a sinful

morality

o TIM not the truth') it

./

4 :

I‘ II." True Claim of Fellowshia. Veiﬁﬁ ‘|

thing to be held in the misd. But it is something to be

thought 6t without reference to the character and the

conduc{/'it is

is 'worthy of our notice. truth is not merely some-

ram of life, it is a program of activity.

#

It is @Z]D first of all a matter of theory, but it is a way
O —_

of life. Christianity is not primarily a doctrime but it

m———— —————————

S— e

involves doctrine to be sure. It is g E%an g‘ iﬂﬂﬂEESt' It

is a 2R, gor us to cg?Ei;gn by.  Now our lives count and we
cannot occupy the position of ridin‘ gég porﬁemoing in-the
opposite direction. " : he o1 o

H%*’% by
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doubtless John was not dealing with something in his imaginat-

ion but he was é%gga;;ng'what men were actually saying in that

day. They were denying that the real man was a sinner. And

/
they were also denying the atoning death of Jesus and the sin

from which his blood saves.  They were denying that men were

stained with guilt.

W. The force of that statement CM

by saying that ‘John just put it in the present. If you say
that W we dgceive ourselves. Nor can it be

said that he refers to the unreﬁenerated, class of Christians.

He said if we say, here is a form that allows no exception
among Christians. No Christian is exempt from iin and there
for from the need of the cleansing blood of Christ.

John's statement if we say we have no sin suggests that

perhaps he is thinking not so much about separate acts of

transgression but as about sin as a pring%gle, or sin as a

power.  That the Christian can have victory over this power

EEE_E¥;1 but he does not claim that any man can claim to be
free from it. Or that he does not need the cleansing power

of the blood.

Now thé states here tha

That a man first does

And second, thdftruth is not in us

A i o e e Bt R dikuyia Tl o Famd Tl

"R ATE R By 1

This results in confusion.

e

e for the

the world. They insisted that Cod could not

M the Qlood of ChLst . God's Son that cleanses
This ot gidamlorelhimgackifice of deity. And it is
available on%x for those who come into the fellowship of God

through faith in His Son. Therefore the

cleansed of all.Dls.aln. he may be made fit to yalk in the

life with God, this is possible because of the sacrifice

from sin.,

J/blood then is to choose the res

of liars.from the presence of God
in the garden. (L@ ries, woe i= LS for T am lost and I
am a man of unclean lips. And th cries who shall

ascend the hill of the Lord. And who shall stand in his

holy place.( at the beginpipng.of the Bible must take

off his shoes. An 3&:ﬂﬁ\fall_ as gne dead in his presence.

(Gaccheus)Passes unto sharp judgment, even upon himself. The
7 -
eps out at her shame. ‘@ says depart

from me, T am very sinful, Sinful men may know the fellowship
————————

of the Holy God because God himself has made a provision
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Jagainst sin. And WAnd until
M) akes place, a man will not come to this light

and will not enter this fellowship. But to walk in Ehis

light is to do oggosite from Adam hidipe from God. 1t
———— ———
involys @ more thapn duar oo - gscan

but it says, search me Oh God, and know my heart. Try me
— - — - - ———

and know my thoughts and see“if there be any hurtful way

in me., And lead me in the way everlasting. We walk in the

oS AR &
light as he dis.in the light, and we come to this light in

Hisvpresence and in His will, in His hope, in His purpose,

and in His promise.

To claim a sinless recard is certainly to shirk our

responsibility for sin, as some try to do with is mere
P e

deception.

Eﬁhégg. And sinlessness, he said, is only self deceit, and
R e A

false claim.

possible fellowship with one another and is made possihle

also by the blood of Jesus, real blqgs, aESEIBﬁ-hlﬂﬂﬂ of the
o
sinless son of God for our sins. He said .y,i,

ashamed to use this word, it is not the mere example of

Jesus. that cleanses us. from sin.

Sam——

It does cleanse the

conscience and life and nothing else does it outside the

——

blood.

11

IITI. Denying The Need of Fellowshig. Verse 8.

They claim

e —————

that evolution in a moral sense is what man needs in the way
of development. This is a her and it is subtle. This is
very similar to some of thé isms that are taught today. That
matter is entirely evil, that God can have no fellowship

with it, and you bpridge the gap between God and matter by

the creation of lis m. So you find a way out by denying

the reality of material things. God is infinite mind and

they believe that he has revealed himself in the mind of

Christ. And all else is ﬂig, SM simply because

it does not exist. It must be ignored by the Christian. And

that one does not get sick ‘and yvet some of these people get

,
sick and they die like 'the rest of us. But tl .®, 0

Eﬂﬁﬂﬁnﬁiﬁ.ﬁini-we insist that our errors are not sin, merely

mistakes. Is not man fundamentally good. Are we not honest

good citizens ’@) says _John . e have 1ot Gl

realm of’tfﬂip, we have ggly deceived oursg;;ps, we are

walking "in“dense darkness he says.

cleansing béggg on the ground that there is no _sin from which
——

to be cleansed.:  John had seen his master meet those who felt

v There is th

no need of salyatiop. And he'had heard him say that it is the

a2 nl Ehat nacd ainhwvadetan and not fhocea that are well. Now
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the co God a liar and second, is to be
ignoraﬂs of Ggi's word which is nét in us, else we would not

make such a claim.

. 7/
ion_and to move these hindrances and come in fellowship with

Him,

/ There is @ bld by H. M. Wharton of a little boy

who.was carried,to a hospital in, London. from a wretched
e Y

E;HﬁPEG’

and said nothing can be dene, for_ him now.

district., , His limbs.were

—_—

The doctor examined him
PR

Make him. as

Another

comfortable, as you,can and he will spon be.gone.
Ed

it and went_to, the bedside and,said, what

is, your name. name .is, Bobby.

said Bobby? ,The. doctor said wou.are going tg _die, Bobby.

I,go,to the Mission 1 and the teacher told.me:that Jesus

loyvesy little boys and that if we weuld put.our trust in him
-

he would save us. He will come along;after you. topight. The

dying child replied

father.is a drunkard, my 4

we,are so poor they don't anxhg“x cggg fo; ugs. Yes, but the

teacher said,

ther has: to.work for us. all, and

he loves poor little boys,just,as well as

others, .You talk to him Bobby, he can hear you. He is
A s, —d

always near. The, little fellow was dying.. 1 am so_sleepy
g

o ]
and E};Bd, I.don't kngg-wQEs to do.

The great(challeng? is to make a confess-— | Le

., by it, he may have admired {t. But
A TR, ey

| ospel ingo his
14311. 4&'/'12-9

L

Did you hearx what the doctor

13
He deceives nebody but himself.

s

p8 himself in ega d t
,,..gﬁipsi.ili i
ehk"a’h—-

b‘} : been attgacted

Ez‘hes not received that

Nor dogs Do deadububay -

It is a sad t}

nner being as the transforming power of God.

—

Q ()
)

on Opens : 0 e nwehin T

—

Now the gospel announces tha ,@ deceived people ma

VG et ol nsbaed by bringing into the light and 8Bgn1

confessing our sins, bx zieldinﬁ to the onlx saviour, we

may have the joy of forgiveness and experience of up-rightness

This -. s made possible bv ope who is not only faith-
ful to us in our helpleggne;p but he is just in what he does

in the sight of God.

He brings together His love for needy
men, and the justice of a holy God and his atoning work is
very important.
= e
i @' bf a need is therefor ‘_i and simple
hypocrisy and down rigRE falaghgod, we lie,

term walk is throughout the 0ld Testament means moral conduct.

Moffatt says the

In the constant light,
il

hidden from God, but it must be confessed.
7

there is nothing to be shameful or
T R T O ST T TSR, - <

It is easier to

be satisfied withoutward religion, comformity, and to seek

less and less the presence of the most high, less the secrets
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of our hearts should be revealed.

J’ /@ s quite impossib e,sa. , 1s to have fellow~
ship with the 11§ht mwand walk deliberately

3 to have fellowship

s an intellectual and moral lie
John declared it cannot be. Only the

pure in heart shall see God. Now, he said,@ve confess our

—

sigi_ﬁgdlagforgiveness can only come after one has seen his

i condition. Ong hgs faced him sauarely and one has confessed

before God. Now one does not face his condé;}on and confess

his sins: 'God' He is

the sﬁalit;eg in a person that gives assurance that he will

gospel says, God
'-<'o save I'rt
4777""¥J£¥L"3E Ara,

. ¢
st YO
righteousness is trans

V- ¥
1
) Ve
4 ,
sh :x.ld be rj.ghfous!rgthzr tha.n'zj‘

ated just, well it
o oy Lottty /
ust.! ig}}'teousrx shs”a. 5
broader term than justice. Justice may call, for pun sh@iji
MWM_VW
of the sigpner., . But righteousness m that he is up rjgh
e sy 22-44... - p ‘*odﬁﬁ*\. 4&..51

it y S LT iut & '

\)‘ (@ khe claim that a man is without iip and has never

sinned is one of the heres he 1s facing.
g le o e el

a claim may pake Gpd a li;;. That the

revelation is based on the fact that a man

One making such

Christian

a s The

b i
hors, .

0ld Testament taught that men were sinners. is

4/not a sinner, the coming of Christ, the crucifyin f Christ,
P e ] L ———————r ‘u—v
the resurrection all are without meaning ‘ sent his Son
e i b i —

to save a lost world {rom sin but if men were without sin,

then God is a liar. The truth is not in the man that denies

that he is not a sinner. He says that God's word is not in

the one; John says, that says he has never sinned. And he

Now this

bases all of the works of Jesus Christ on;;%}s.

means that ﬂu(E;Efyhinks within himself he has the resources
/
That God is wrong when
/

I do _pot need to repent.

hat we need

that will give him'a successful life.

he charges me with wrong doing.

As be insists
% Saviour. No, not impossible. If he discovers his need,
——— R Y

then turns to Jesus for help @ ertainl eady and

not indifferent to help him. And¢John)with his usual plain

manner, he speaks and says a man lies and he is not of the

truth, it is not in him. Christ provides the strength for

the obedience, the disobedience will lead to indifference.
~——————————

How serious the charge John makes.

liars, they deceive ;hgmégiigs.

7

they are indifferent, toward truth, @ hre strong words
a5

used by John. ho could refuse his W, to

David

They are hypocrites,

They are self-sufficient,

overcome these hindrances to Christian fellowship.

Smith says that the claim personal perfection is to stifle
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Well Bobby, sald the other little fellow, ig'ygg,danx

fg& lik calling, jw and he will see it

and stop and save you. But the pggr ch}}d was too Ysgy to
Then the lisﬁ}e comforter said, I know what
———————

% vill dos I will qeg my Eille;. lle went to his cot and

got his own little pillow.

You just put_your hand on this pilisw and when Jesus

coueg. alops, he will sge your band on _the pillow, and he
will knoy it was ralged for bim,) And he will rake voy home

it i, Good night Bobby, don't be afraid.

Thxeard it all and sat ﬂglgped the tears from

Then bendégg over the dying boy she

ralse his hand.

her eyes in silence.

kissed him. He waked up and said, please kiss me again. It
| s— — o i T

is like my mother. He soon fell asleep and his spirit passed
away. Don't you think Jesus came there and took ’M‘ﬂ‘ where
there isn't any poygrty and paip.

This is what John is urging upon his hearers. That if

he is faifhful and just to forgive us.

e
”ww/

we confess our sins,




