REV. L. A. TAYLOR

This young preacher had a depression-born opportunity
thrust upon him before the ink was dry on his letter of accept-
ance—the opportunity to match his faith against the growing
fear and pessimism of the darkening days of hard times. The
test left no doubt in anyone's mind that he was another of the
great preachers of Central.

Rev. Taylor was of a different generation than his predeces-
sors. As someone put it, “‘those up to Lawson preached the scrip-
tures; those after Lawson were scriptural plus.”” Rev. Taylor
put enough of both into his sermons to make his congregation
aware of the seriousness of the times, through changing world
conditions.

Rev. Taylor was a preacher with the layman's point of
view. He was scholar and teacher: disciple and apostle! He had
a way with men that made you enjoy a cup of coffee with him,
on time snatched from the busiest hour of your busiest day. He
was the first pastor of Central to engage extensively in civic
matters. Rev. Taylor left Central in the Spring of 1938, after
eight arduous years for the pastorate of a Presbyterian church at
Fulton, Missouri.
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