"HISTORY OF THE GREAT HARLOT"

Rev. 17

There is such

and power, in th

upon_many waters and practices gpiritual forni

reigns. And the dragon, the Devil, the beast of many colors is in the midﬁt of this.

pictured here. And we have not only Satan's character, but we have an anti-Christ

movement that is going on at this time. So we will discover in this chapter the

- and then in the(agz:zsggagsr, we will talk about the

And then finally, something about the@, upon Babylon. So you will

great

keep in mind what is taking place here.

We will discuss this chapter under two heads. )é/ls - them

the Harlot., Vesad206. And second, the of the great Harlot. %

That will kind of box things in for us to have a better concept of the larlot and her
7

description. And as to the vision. And then how the explanation is given later on.

LB RQRUCTION 10 THE CRE A elidibiafifimn
— wd there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and

talked with me, saying come hither; I will show thee the judgement of the great llarlot

——

that sitteth upon many waters.



Comingfrom the vision of the seven bowls that were emptied,(@
' — > =

immediately has one of the angels involved in that vision. To contact him, and
P———_—h e — .

mention that@am going to show you now the judgement of the great Harlot. Jer. 51:9.

_—

And this statement is connected with the bowl judgement. And we discover that this

. That is, fallageiabiavi thout

great llarlot here is going t

Q_%is a O put it. Isaiah 23:15-17. Nahum 3:4. She is i’_ng%ponsible - she

h%,all that the church stands for. She is wot - who turns people away from true

loyalty, to God. And causes them to leatr}'.

She is saj e adult - Isaiah 1:27, Jer. 2:2. 'Ihe‘_m_e_t_imes speaks
as JW a Harlot. Isalah 1:21, Jer. 2:20, /ga.h 1:7. But the great Harlot -

W MUS, ancient ngngn was situation on the

Euphrates. Which had many streams. It says she was seated upon many waters. Now
the 0ld Testament here uses streams to refer to peaple. Isaiah 8:7-8. And the many
waters upon which she sits is just a @ of the people who which she reigns. She

- there are multitudes, WS, and tombs, It is as wn And this
e

is that - it is as long as evil remains - Babylon will reach out and be in the front.

And will be in allegiance to the earth.

Ez, 23:37 - if their idols have committed adultery, now this is a special sin

7 o
ch the matter of fornication is illicit intercourse. It

is an invitement against Babylon and against this worldly woman who leads others with

her.

So we see the & als‘ the rivers?spm% out in every direction. And so John

in his vision, captures this.
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Mlu‘ith whom the@ings!of the earth have cow and the

inhabitants of the earthhave been drunk with the w;ne of her fornication. This

verse declares and prophesies that this corrupt human society seduced the rulers

‘v’

of the earth., And the people have joined in her sins against God. Jer, 3:8-9,
E& Ce Ji0-

Ez. 16:32,
Lz, 10:

Fornigationds a form of falsc afloniien. SO Nlllea0ClobieiiiCiiaG2s 15

joining up with a false alliance. And it is described as sin - the sin of discbedience.

And the mixture of Isreal with foreign nations is described as that of_s_e\lfif;inrexestﬁ

which was a real motive.

Th@f the earth and th@ on earth have

disobedience to the will of God. And the expression - wine fornication - is an

indication that the people followed a great horror and have b
—

her,

-ia of this vision. John says he was cag;igq,awgy by the Spirit.

And there he gets a vision and he is introduced to this woman.

I saw a woman, On a scarlet colored bﬁast - full of names of blasphemy., With seven

heads and ten horns.

And she was arrayed in pugle and scarlet color, and decked with gold and

precious stones and pearls. And having a gg_@ in her hand of abominations
ous ston d £ul)

and fi-lt}iu_a/se of her fornication.




sills

This s‘range ﬁiﬁ takes place in a éesert}place. A lacew lle says,

it is in the wilderness, And the Spirit just sort of 1ifts him up and takes him

away. And in the wilderness - he is W In

the land that was very, very far away. And you remember, that it was on the back

side of the wm And was able to get a vision of the release
of the children of Israel. There are people who like to go to thso they

S ——

can get a far vision., And see things out in the distance.

And here we have bein i way. You know that from this - the Spirit

took him. And he is able to stand in this place in the desert. And he wearily waits
L ———

and he saw a woman.

Uit the | itathcl i Ugnsaleplace-
Sort of a m @. And here was a gga}__ha.rlot - the form of evil,

Supported by the beast,

f blasphemy - that is to the fullest measure. On it's head now, however,
it's body full. Seven heads symbolize{universal>dominion. - symbolize

human power.
—_—z

@T}le m>of the woman is given here of splendor, Lq_:c_g___ry- material

wg_a_h:___]}: She is_one with the beasts upon which she rides. She has rich garments,

They are thefharacteristics)pf the world's att;gi“ani!

There is a special note - the ) which she holds in her hand. Naturally she



Bl

has the Wthat this cup will have a@_._ it is full of
e : ,
all 'hings/that are W And which would @her of peace. But she

arrives in the w_gloa of the world. And this golden cup - naturally attragts -

as she holds it in her hand. And it is probably very tempting to others., As she

And this is John, getting a vivid description of a harlot.

extends it to them. And invites them to partake.
petbans

mmd upon hews the _name

mystery, Babylon, the great,

name is a gign)and a trademark - and an identification mark of the Roman prostitute.

4
This is simply a vivid detail in building of the Ereat corruBting

prostitutes of all the nations. She has rich garments. Now the people of God, the

church, have God's name written on their foreheads.

And the worshippers of world power have a blw on their

forehead, and on their right hand. And in case, the owners prominent, unmistaken

identification is very clear.

@tbe great mw. is written on their forehead. The mark

of a worshipper of world power - as belonging to the world. Which is openly against

. — J

God.

The beast of Babylon's world power - Babylon is symbolic here. Of that which
——
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tenpts, seduces, draws people away from God. And the mystery is a subject that is

going to be made known.

Now when you s, what flashes through your mind. You say, what a woman.

And then you say, 0 be ridden by her. This great harlot intoxicated,
4

delights in drinking the blood of martyrs.

@Amd 1 saw the

of martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her @th great admiration|. And
John looked at this - and it was just something that Eook away his breath.i As he

looked. Cguld. it - he says, { was amgzed. With great amazément - with

of the saints and the blood

a wonder of a great wonder. I was astonished, with a great astonishmgn :

When John saw this scarlet woman and came to understand what she represented,

as he saw the development of the course of religion in this earth - he says, I wonder

with a great wonder.

It is very apparent why @ reacted with such amazement. M,
7

aw--with the very name written upon her forehead. Babylon the Great,

the Mother of llarlots. And Abominations of the Earth.

had its bggiiRdRg in the citz of Bab;lonl,

1@‘ eéan to raise a.oward,{{eaxen. And to attempt by their own works to obtain
e ———

salvation.
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For he lives, we see, that the people here - we know that they are attempting

to include the use of M, r:'giuals, COW The Bible calls

the use of images contrary - and they call it plw;_l_g}. The Bible calls it

fornication - spiritual adultery. The idolatry that this uses - the use of images,
N

the approach the great God in Heaven began in the city of Babylon.

of Babylon.

and Nimrod, who founded Babylon, and the kingdom waswg

The idolatry

In Spfaj she was called I-sh)t:pr In Phoenician —wm Egypt, P’/

In Greece, W And the Romans calleW Now she became the first high
of the idolaters SiStﬁ': M the_seed of

GW - said to be a miracle

And she offered her son to be promised deliverer

woman will deliver the race.

that she received by a s

of the earth. His name was W When he was grown a W After
opienapmng . his 10\ YikmilgiRnE - I VoS Yool L tliliea]: Tn the story,

That spread through-

these two began th of w ip - of thgPmother and the child,

out the whole world. And hence we find, Ishtar and her son Taffmuz in Asyria. We find
Ashteroth and her son Baal. And of course we find it all the way down through Egypt

and Greece, and Rome - where she was called Venus. And the son was called Cupid.

The cult worship of mother and child spread throughout the whole earth. She was
worshipped. With the offering of a wafer or a_li_w To her as@the queen of
e e il

lleave And there are always 40 days of Lent for the weeping of Tammuz.
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Before the feast, and then there was a resurrection celebration. Now the secret

of the mystery of Babylon, all of this the prophets spoke against. Jer. 44. The idol

worshippers among the children of Israel. Throwing incense to Heaven - offering no
cakes or waffers, Chapter 8 - God takes the prophet and shows him the inner life of
the people. le said, also unto men, turn ye yet again - that though should see greater

abominations than these.

So this @worship spread.

3 bethdng in the Rishshgs that exhalts a‘fema%i}dgi' A and least of
o I ————

all that hints tha ‘ should be presented as such in the New Testament. The last

time she was seen, she waSwjumble. She was in a pieyer meeting described in the book

of Acts. And she was never mentioned again, RoT ever seen again,

This '.?j.p is simply of Babylonjgn origin. And it is amazing
E

that it should come and spre hrough all the face tHe earth. And John saw this

—_—

and he said, I wondered with great amazement.

V. E I— It says that I saw this WW That is,

there was a vast extent of the slaughter. The murderous acts to exterminate the saints,
and the people of God. She enjoyed her performance. She makes others drunk. This is

shocking and this is unbelieveable. e. Now the

angels wanted to show John this.

Now keep in mind that this vivid description may have come from the back of John's
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mind about the temple prostitutes and the strange features of the ancient religion.

Again, some of those temples, they had ws, even a hem

at Corinth. To have @}Jith them was ag act of worship. An act which paid

homage of the life force - in life and death.

d M R@ﬁ EmEeress who was ngmed Messalina. The
wife o She was known as a’we - she would EOM

in those empty 'cglls and took her stand as the name Lycisca. With gilted gold on her
D0% NEr 3Lang

bWosed to open view, she gw - and asked for each

his fee. The pw. But she was never satisfied. And this is a terrible

picture - even an emperess stooping to this. No, wonde;ﬂaigused this of the Ereat
wthe see the grm of how the(world)was going and how the people of

God could easily be led astray.

OF THE GREAT HARLOT

[ @The angel came and said - . G}will tell you the mystery

of the woman and of the beast. This . is ioini to explain the mystery and meaning
of the woman, is to know the other - that is, seems that th@

Who is, and who was, and who is

and the

to come here. We find a description. As it unfolds the truth of these two. The beast

was and 1s about to come out of an ab_y/s; and go into perdition.

- V‘- lle saw thedsending out of the bottomless pit - and they that dwell in the

earth shall wonder at whose names are not written in the book of life. And the foundation

e

of the world., And they beheld the beast,



>
4
WW- It is going to pass away. Though it may be

reborn in nggi;g-ms - neﬁﬂﬁaghians, neﬁ‘ﬁgﬁes, ik a{g;;g‘agxishes. llere it is -
world power. if/uas, it is/né%, it is‘pﬂ&. It is ascending to the bgs;gniesﬁ’pit.

And this existence, then ngg;gxistence, and then existence again. Evil seems to

lHlere is a greaf

disappear sometimes - but it only seems to do so sometimes Nero disappears. But

then somebody else reappears.

Don't forget this - the bottomless pit is the abiding place of evil,

It is the dwelling place of Satan - and the works of the world come. Chapter 9:11.

As the Christian overcomes evil - Satan goes to the bottomless pit.

How th@ﬁwﬂl@# B
But the (people of Godywill understand it. What John is talking about here. That
v

here is a harlot with her Md With all of the Hw

behind it. And he says, now the great empire of the world, the civil authority,

political power is coming about of the abyss--the most awful features are to be added

to its human rise in history.

@ And there is the mind which hath d sgyen mountains which

the woman sitteth on. John begins this verse with true wisdom to interpret his

symbolism. Only true wisdom can understand and interpret this truth. He uses languages

and numbers. A s strength. Psalm 37. And seven symbolizes

universality. The meaning of this verse is that the woman relies upon a universal

- / -
power - V. 3. The most prominent form of world power in John's day was Rone.
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llowever,W of this tr%th. It really is the bottomment

of every age. That evil relies on this world power in every age. ﬂ There are
y

-— five are fallen. Seven s

the world power is exhibited here - the number five was used here as the fate and the

The seven kings mean

destiny of man. John seems to say, God is under his control here @atter what the

nation is ruling, at any particular time. One indicates the world power always has a

—

manifestation. It is opposition to the people of God. The world existence - the end
of time. World power is passing away. And there is little time left - he says.

As he speaks this. Five have already fallen. And of course, there were dictators in

Rome who had fallen.

—- @The beast is the sum total in what has been described as five kings

- then one king, and then one king again. This W
W. The@ the basic source of evil, a kind of_incarnation

in each of the i In a way - he is each of them. So one after another,
e e

the kingdoms of the world fall.

e ﬁTen are all on the seven heads. [‘ani zi%ﬁ There is wide-spread

comﬂman power. And that indicates world power expresses itself in various

forms. The ten kings symbolize the completeness of all nations. And ten was the

number adopted - when a whole was divided into parts.

You remember in Wthe furniture of the Eemﬁle of Solomon, It was to
\\‘ make %, wgamlagors, and ten lampstands. In

processions -

TeERNLYCE ] Uu'e =

ceremo and
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No could be organized unless there werw present.
(Johﬁ! says in this verse, that the flullness gf Hﬂiii ng§r ﬁas not yet been

reached - so he points to the power - hostile to God. The other has not yet come.

Conflict will continue. The one hour corresponds to a little time.

@This verse states that i ct by and the beast. In whose

side they range themselves. They are not independent thinkers but they are willing
—

co-workers and they have one fixed purpose. To join and to oppose the Kingdom of
__-———'I.,\? o

God, and Christ.

—
So thg@riding upon the- u@~ the m“l iavegmenti

and political power. With Wd precious stones, luxury - she is rich. /John,

the onlye knew was dwm, hunsed, hounded, andl}r_ed_\ For a

man to name the name of Christ, he was to be brought before the Roman judge and
sentenced to be b?ﬂl_at the stake or have his head cut off. Or to be crucified
Seen Sub

as an ordinary person.

The church John knew was poor and pe?;_ed,
But this e was looking at was Eianizesl, riﬁh, coWovemment,

dressed in scarlet and purple, precious stones, pearl. And was able to urcrown

T

kings.

And this thing that he was looking at was continually drunkened by the blood
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of saints. For his day,

everywhere, The My, there was b0111nﬁ BOtS of oil. They fed them to

the wild beasts, and the animals consumed them., But in this vision - John looks. And

There were martyrs
\-_'_-—

whoever dreamed that such a thing was going to take place., And the angel was revealing

to him that the end of this harlot - how will she fair so rich; so goddy, her skirts
'
are full of blood of God's people. And he gives the answer. And the ten horns which

though saw from the beasts. Remember the great image of Daniel. The gold, the silver,

the brass, the ten toes. The Bible says will come with the government being separated

into the different Kingdoms. And that will be willingly done.

Not God who will destroy this harlot - it is@who destroys her. This is an

amazing thing as we watch the course of this world.

V. . There wa@eween th@\d all of the powers of evil - that

were extended throughout the history of the world. And yet the lamb is still braver.

The lamb isw- but he is thn&lg of kings.~Deut, 10:17. Psalm

136:3. Daniel 2:47.

He has the supreme power over the earth, Yet thw‘, by the
‘—"B‘7 =

lamb. Not only will the lam@of Lords, and King of Kin? War - and overcome,

But those who are associated with him. Called and chosen and faithful. Are permitted

to share in the battle and in the victory.

John pictures here the lamb as engaged in the struggle. lleM
e

2 Cor. 10:3-6.

Now ou want (som there it is. [If you want to get a picture here -
M e — o
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a triumphant picture as to what is going to be the certainty of the Christian - you

| just hang on to this verse here. @Those who are chosen, and those who are

aith ére Zou famg‘ Ls ave been chosen of God - have you been faithful.
/_ﬁ ——
Are you active for him - are you serving him. Do you daily see i for him
! _'_‘y//,k_m_]_% or him.

Does your life count for him.

Now I'11 comment on the closing verses here, V.: ;; =- we read, and he saith

unto me, the waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples and

——

mult}xflﬂes, and ng;j,ens and ‘tO}é—H‘BS. Well, we have about got that haven't we. There
is this mystery -Waﬂd thw- the human race, the
people, the multitudes, the nations, the tongues. So here is the intrusion of all
of the people. And the statement says - just the say thing in a different way. It

helps us to see that here is the human race.

\ @ This describes theWt says that the ten horns

which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the harlot, andw
anW And burn laﬁ with fire. Well, one of these days, £a eligions - the

very nat\u\r‘e, is going to develop the\elements, and lead to its own destruction. It is

going to be devoured - burnt up with fire. And that is a symbol of what false religion

is going to do. Ther seduce, make drunk with wine and fornication, etc.

—

\ @God had put in their hearts to fulfill his will. And togree to

give their kingdom unto the beast, until the word of God shall be fulfilled.

And the Qoman E!lich thou sawest in the great city, which rﬁ: %sﬁa %¥%= 1i'he kings

of the earth.
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The people and there going to pW

God is going to be working above all of these and he is going to utilize them as

his ggents+ And he is going to EEEEE_EEEEE—hiﬁ_dasign. Did you know that God could
to bring about his design. He could@ some people in destroying false

religion, They think they are accomplishing their own purposes. As did the Assyrians.

In today, they think they are_honoring their God in_power, _Mohammad. And they
are putting to death other e they call heathen. And they may be carrying out

God's purposes.

But the world power and false religion in opposition and plan are going down in
ruin. The anti-Christ forces are doomed, And the harlot of Babylon - what I have to

say to you is identical. With the anti-Christ.

Now in summary, let me say to you, the of the inigui ip its

th. The vast SAW' So likened unto

Christianity. And people are not able to distinguish this. Vlhen tested by the

of God, you can discover the counterfeit that is in a church. Whether or not
U‘V

it is that which is identified with the lamb.

We learn that the Mwas W And he was an

apostate Apostle. Being a mighty hunter. A hunter for the souls of men. QEEEE_EEE
e — — —_——

in the presence of the Lord. Ile sought to gether a multitude about himself and defied

the commands of God. And they joined him in M}zat would

ildhood )- we thought about that tower reaching up into

reach to Heaven., Now, i

we can escape the flood and other things. And they called the city

—_—

Babel. The gate of God. But it was soon changed by divine judgement to Babylon.

Confusion, unreality.
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Now we know that this came frox@ho is a grandson of llam, the unworthy
—\'—‘"__-__'

son of Noah. Who exposed his father's shame. And he was azi_gg_,lg_zu.lgr. And this

mystic religion spread to surrounding nations. Everywhere there were symbols of it.

And it became popular as people followed them.

;-r_-(
/?f_b/e/uz{‘ﬁ_ - 4&“:“ ("cLuu ".‘V{:\..;[/ ’Bhf—yu Z;_;“r \é ,&4&_ Wyy7 4

M are still with us eW

N Now if I pick up i.@‘v d I turn to

same %who wrote the book of Revelation,

a little letter written by the

I read a very earnest

admonition. lle has said nothipg about idolatry in this entire little book. t take
o e

a look at this last verse 'Little children, keep yourselves from idols." Amen.

For the ww God desires .
ins . awoke last Friday with a

. hJ"‘gE' God in her heart. She reag
will worship him in Spirit and in tx:_uth Matthen and part of Mark. Having no
:;‘ irch background, the prefty twenty-year-
cfg4. on a bicycle and staged to ride. Five
miies .zter tne Holy Spirit gyfced her into cur
park"‘" ot. She came into the office and M-
Utterback nad the joy of leacing her to }e:-;.
ation by a priest. It is between

N Ve

@n

It is betand your soul an

you, yourself, and God.

You need tow - o him your sins. lle, alone,

can forgive you. lle can ' i and ﬁea&t. You need to walk by his side and

be filled with the of his presence. And to love our Lord in Spirit and in truth.

For God seeks such to worship him. Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

‘



