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Arise, go down to meet Abab king of Israel, ‘
which is in Samaria: bebold, be is in the vineyard of Naboth,
whither he is gone down to possess it. And thou shalt speak unto him,
saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession?
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD,
In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood,
even thine. . . . And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying,
The dogs shall eat Fezebel by the wall of Jezreel.
I Kings 21:18-19, 23

[ inﬁoé’me 10 you Naboth .
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which i eni He c was a good man. He abhorred that

Naboth as a cherished inheritance from his forefathers—and all
of it was dear to his heart.

. .. Ahab wore rich
robes, but he had a sinning and wicked and troubled heart
beneath-them. He ate the finest food the world could supply—
and this food was served to him in dishes splendid by servants
obedient to his every beck and nod—but he had a starved soul.
He lived in palaces sumptuous within and without, yet he tor-
mented himself for one bit of land more. Ahab was a king with a
throne and a crown and a scepter, yet he lived nearly all of his
life under the thumb of a wicked woman—a tool in her hands,

Ahab pilloried himself in the contempt of all God-fearing men
as 2 mean and selfish rascal who was the curse of his country.

The Bible introduces him to us in words more appropriate than
these when it says:

dren of Israel. . . . And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Tsrael
that were before him (I Kings 21:25-2¢; 16:33).

I introduce to you Fezebel, daughter of Ethbaal, King of Tyre (1
Kings 16:31), and wife of Ahab, the King of Israel—a king’s
daughter and a king’s wife, the evil genius at once of her dynasty
and of her country. Infinitely more daring and reckless was she
in her wickedness than was her wicked husband. Masterful,
indomitable, implacable, a devout worshiper of Baal, she hated
anyone and everyone who spoke against or refused to worship
her pagan god. As blunt in her wickedness and as brazen in her

lewdness was she as Cleopatra, fair sorceress of the Nile. She had
all the subtle and successful scheming of Lady Macbeth, all the
adulterous desire and treachery of Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:7-
20), all the boldness of Mary Queen of Scots, all the cruelty and
whimsical imperiousness of Katherine of Russia, all the devilish
infamy of a Madame Pompadour, and doubtess, all the fascina-
tion of personality of a Josephine of France. Most of that which
is bad in all evil women found expression through this painted
viper of Israel. She had that rich endowment of nature which a
good woman ought alwavs to dedicare to the carvice nf har dasr



and generation. But—alas!—this idolatrous daughter of an idol-
atrous king of an idolatrous people engaging with her maidens in
worship unto Ashtoreth—the personification of the most forbid-
ding obscenity, uncleanness, and sensuality—became the evil
genius who wrought wreck, brought blight, and devised death.
She was the beautiful and malicious adder coiled upon the
throne of the nation.

“And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it.”
Pause! Who is Jehu? He is the one who, twenty years before the
events of this chapter from which we quote, rode down with
Ahab to take Naboth’s vineyard, the one who throughout those
twenty years never forgot those withering words of terrible
denunciation which Elijah spoke. And who is Jezebel? Oh! the
very same who wrote the letters and had Naboth put to death.
And what is Jezreel? The place where Naboth had his vineyard
and where Naboth died, his life pounded out by stones in the
hands of ruffians. “And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel
heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and
looked out at a window” (2 Kings 9:30).

And as Jehu, the new king by the will and word of the Lord,
entered in at the gate, she asked: “Had Zimri peace who slew his
master?” And Jehu lifted up his face to the window and said,
“Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or
three eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down” (2 Kings 9:32-33).

These men put their strong men’s fingers into her soft femi-
nine flesh and picked her up, tired head and all, painted face and

all, bejeweled fingers and all, silken skirts and all—and threw her
down. Her body hit the street and burst open. Some of her
hlood splattered on the legs of Jehu's horses, dishonoring them.
me of her blood splattered on the walls of the city, disgracing
them.

And Jehu drove his horses and chariot over her. There she
lies, owisting in death agony in the street. Her body is crushed by
the chariot wheels. On her white bosom are the black crescent-
~hapes of horses” hoofs. She is hissing like an adder in the fire.
fchu drove away and left her there.

And when he was come in he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see
now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king’s daughter.
\nd they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the
*kull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands (2 Kings 9:34-35).

the dogs will eat Jezebel—by the ramparts of Jezreel.” God had
spoken! Would it come to pass?

Where is God? Where is God? Is He blind that He cannot
see? Is He deaf that He cannot hear? Is He dumb that He cannot

speak? Is He paralyzed that He cannot move? Where is God?-
Well, wait a minute, and we shall see.



