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The \Mg we find about the Bible is, that some verses show up ,, & .4F

—

with a great deal of light when we look at them. And suddenly we understand

them with a new understanding. Especially at'thisW
High School Graduagjon, College, Seminary - all will be given t
H

how to succeed. People will be telling all of those finishing school about
—

y'%n_
W‘m

great goals and great things out here in the future.
-__.—--'7

I want to share with you whatught his Disciples to do when

And (pot)everyone is going to succeed in everything that he undertakes

Jesus said, and we look at the lesson here -. It is a real
n. You have to look into this as
R e

to preach, to teach, and to heal. He said @people aren't going to heayyou,

some people are going to tugz away from you. He knew that they wouldn't succeed
’ e
all the time. They would so

And failure is something that mi . is wrong with

failure. Why is it that we fear it. Why does it have such a hold upon us.

We will our failures, until we discover that they
areQ always fa;al and they are not even final. mwhat
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ever served this country was aifaﬂuref He failed in /usmes/ He failed in

other things - he turned/é lat;/ He finally was nominated as a candidate of the

/x/egislatur% of his state - his enemies made fun of him. He was so poor. He had

to bogx;gu_cg%t, to look respectable - as he went to fill the _office that he had

been elected too. He walked IMS, to take his seat. Ilis name was Abraham _

@ What is wrong with failing. By whose standards do we judge failure.

Failure may be just ét._emg_stoné to success.

This is what , salute it., If the house

is worthy, let your peace come upon it. If it is not worthy, let your peace retyrn
- —

to you, And(hosoeved wi_llnm:qr_______gggilg_)_r‘gu, nor hear your word, when you epart)

t
out of that house or that city - - the dust of your feet. Shake off the dust

of your feet.

N is something that Jesus knew that people were going to face. I read the
™ =
other day a little amusing story, by@f the Episcopal Churgh, Atlanta,

Georgia. He was brought up 1n<ng1ancb He said when he was a boy, he had the habit

of catching sparrows in the cemetery at night. The next day, his mother would make
/ —

sparrow pie - and it was delicious. He said it usually would take about 20 Sparrows

to make a pie. These sparrows would roost in the vines in the cemetery. And while

they were asleep, thenght. One night he was catching sparrows, and

he fell in a newly dug grave. The grave was so deep that he could not get out., He
tried every way he knew, and finally failed. 1In exhaustion, he sat down in a corner

of anothex bay, who had

come to the graveyard looking for sparrows. The boy was whis tling, as people are
—— S

to wait until morning. Presently, he heard the

apt to do in a graveyard at night. He recognized him as his friend His first
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thought was to-eall out to Charlie to help him out., But he decided to wait awhile
to see what happened. Sure enough, Charlie slipped into the same grave. Being
oldest, he explained that he sat down quietly in the corner as Charlie tried to get

out, But neither could climb over the side., After a while, bqigg_glgg;: he said -
S AL

= ( B / . 5 5 if
- |
in deep volce) c{m t you let a man en !0}" his own grave 7%0

The result was electric. Charlie got out over the side of the grave as if he
—

had wings. He thought he could not get out of the grave - but he discovered that he
L = Sl

could.

Now I have seen that story attributed to various sources. But I think it

(fllustrates the unused powers, and the failures that we have that come to us - and

= i

how we are going to handle them.

seems to say to his Disciples,@_the time is short. And he is saying
| eemcse———

to them - time and time again an opporfunity may cope to a man and it does not come

back. You remember the old Proverb)- three things come not back. A spéﬂg;ﬂword,

the spéﬁ _arrow, and the 16{;pportunity.

That is the tragedy of life - the lost opportunities that we might have. Paul
said in I Cor. 13:8 - that love never fails. There is some things that never fail.

But we as individuals are going to fail,

nt down to Phillé'ggh' to preach. His éreachin;b got him in jail. But his



ngéxiqé>got him out of jail,

On another occasion, as talking to a man about_his salvation. The man

t i/ : ] i
said, alpesé=thou persuadest me. And yet it was not a failure entirely. In one
A P

ity JPaul went in, thezw, and cast him out for dead, Failure, e
you going to handle these things.

R There is @i:i;lggggh,there in the text of which Jesus spoke - we all fail. Dr,
T ——

m——

Ted Adams) for many years, Pastor of the First Baptist Church, Richmond, Virginia,
said one time - I_remember in my first church, after I left the Seminary. What a

stunning blow it was to me when I found one family in the church ju ain didn't
like me. No matter what I did, they didn't like it. No matter what I didn't do,

they didn't like it. And worst of all, they didn't like me, he said. I_tried

everything that I had learned in seminary and in school. They finally, just left

and went somewhere else. And I had to learn and to live with that fact. I had
v e -

to let my peace return to me and shake the dust off of my feet, and go on.
_.-4———7_____

Y/
— There are @ imes that in preaching, a Pastor feels - I could have done better.

i/
I will do better the next time. 6;;12? us_fail., And we wonder, where did we fail,

We all fail - the Bible says, and EQEE.&EEEE_Of the Glory of God. How wonderful

it is here - this word Jesus teaches us. The(é::lgf_fgilg;e. How to handle the

problem when we fail.
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It is very _)mu. Don't get all hot

and both/eraé. Keep your/go_l, keep your peace. Shak_il:_}ﬁ_’mff_of_;our feet
and leave it behind you and go on. @Jlaxe_ather_mw.

= Now @ practiced what he preached. Do you remember the time he went or
v

wanted to go\ to M‘ They wouldn't have }{i/m. And they

i L
said - we don't want you.'

: ; “
And th¢ Disciples)were upset because they didn't want Jesus. And they said, Loxrd,
let's burn the place dc:wn.Il They even said Lord, cam_ﬂ_ﬁ&from Heaven, And

consume this place from off the earth.

if I
you know what Jesus said - he said, we'll go to another village. Let your
h-—‘_*-—_

peace return to you, Shake the dust off your feet, get up, and go on. God had a

work for you to do.

\ There is ay which we can illustrate this found in a book entitled

'"The Yearling'" by Marjorie Rawlins, She tells about a little boy who finds a fawn
ey, C._- — <At

whose mother had been killed. And he reared the fawn until he became a deer.

Grown and beautiful. They were pals in many ways (‘ Jody and his deer
‘ - 7

-_— o,

The time came when the deer becoming destructive of gﬂ;égas and crops, and

building a fence., The fence wasn't high enough and the deer would jumg over it.

—a
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Finally they had to take the deer far away and let it go. And as disturbed.
T

His father said son, liie_i%t. Yotwgﬁ_d%ntments in life and
I S e 7~

you may as well learn it early. Some things go wrong, and they don't work out the
Ia

way you'd like. Sometimes life just plain smacks you down,
__._——-’-—-‘_7—'

tha happens -‘ do _you do. You just stay there feeling sorry

for yourself. You get up and go on. That is what Jesus is teaching here. And of

I

course, we learn from our failures, omgiiw, the Lord gives usCenou%h sense! to say,
never again. I'l1 never do that again. We might get that good lesson from our

e

failures - and we'll never repeat that mistake.

e have to ask ourselves honestly g:: éld I fail. (:;2 e_are honest,

»
we know it is because we didn't work hard enough, or soon enou h, or apply ourselves
as diligently as we should. Quite often, we recognize that we fail due to our own

inabilities and our own weaknesses.

Do you another when aling, to the Disciples.
And they could not"do a thing about it. They said, Lord, we cap't do anything about

this boy. Can you? And the Lord took care of the matter. And they said, why

couldn't we }@_;} this boy or hzlg him, Why did you succeed.

said, these things come only b(prayer and faﬂi@ You have to pay the

ric ed. You have to take up your cross and follow him. It is costly to
: =

follow Jesus. We learn from our failures,
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Th about this. And it is the_ieﬂgl:ﬂi%u that we sometimes
S
have and weéay o G Ei“it"' That is the ing e les from fai_l‘gre - and

that is if we keep at it - we can succeed time and time again.

Let meith@ Who worked on the electric light bulb.

He had a brilliant idea. All that he had to do was to find out how he could some
Q__._‘_'_‘-

how get this light in a vacuum and then he would have an electric light bulb. And
he worked on this for qpeks, and months and months. A friend said to him, I understand

that you failed to find what you are looking for. @aid,lo_, I haven't failed.

I know 200 things that don't work. All I have to do is find the one that will.

And h&_fb_unilt. And we have these light bulbs today. And sometimes what seems

to be failure - is not failure at all, It turns out to be success.

M the leaders of the( night wat@in Amsterdam, lolland, commissioned
E————— ’ . rsssmee s e e LSS

a great painter to paint a picture for them. And he did. They came one day to view

it. They came in and said, it is no good - you have failed. Well, the artist said,

you can't have it. They said, you donMr% enough., I am hidden behind
e

those pegple there.

The had painted them on t Defending a c}}ty and its people.

All @aanted was a portrait of their glory. They had someone else paint it. If
you go to see the "Nighi_]\_l___\_" in Amsterdam - on a side wall, you will see the one

they wanted and the one they got. \But the "Night Watch" - the original, is one of the
e ——
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greatest paintings in the world. He succeeded, not failed.

There was aonce, on his way home, he was visiting in a block around

his church. Looking for new people for his church family. Some people he could

help. He rang the bell, the man came to the door, and he introduced himself. And
he said - T just wanted to know if I couldwﬂuw. The
man . Well, the minister said, max Godls peace _g;w.

He turned to go, and the man sl___’eg_the.door in his face and said - thezg is no

in

peace in this house. A few days later the minister's phone_rang, and the man said,
: Lew_days

sir, I want to apglogize to you, I_am the man that slammed the door in your face

/.
the other day. I have been thinking about what you said. There isn't_any peace in

our house. If you cap help us find i;, please come. ’

Soﬁ-i'nles suw out of seeging failure - if we are ready.

There is another thing to learn ab@) Sometimes the important
e ——— l-_._‘_._‘____'_‘,»

thing is Qot)what we do, or what we are, or what we become. In part, because we

fail, and (:: 2test5 us and shows what we reall; ;_:re. When we measure up to our

possible best.

Now we will keep on failing unless we have a deep desire —@w,r_n_df_d_dg

, what we really wgnt. And many people go through life never getting anywhere.
Fl

They never hit anything because they never aim at anything. Ahing, we need

to do, is write down on a piece of paper some of the dominate desires of ours. And

condense the idea that we are working on. The objectives in life.
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we need to do is memorize these - repeat them aloud.

Then we need to test these iS:a?as. Do we feel these are according to God's

will, We need to test them.

And @we need to begin to urg about these things that we ought to be doing.

This is one of the main things. Now if you have ever watched aéaseball Eitcher _

p for a game, it isreally importamt. Nqu_@your life, (i) you are going to

achi‘g_\iq and going to accamplish, and if you are going to handle these failures,

ywi_t@ up with prayer. You need to get in condition. And then you need

to do all that you can to accomplish that desire.

Your@may be God's If you fail in what you want, it may

be that God has something better for you out there.

(:s;_otg the novelist, wanted to be a poet. But he failed as a poet. And some

of the first writings, he did not even use his own name.

the artist, when that stamp was honored in the United States, as the

mother who was chosen, that artist, wanted to be a solg;!'er. He went to West Point
= —_————

but he f‘\un‘L_k_E,%c,_- hefailed. And he turned, and he <took up %aintigg and he became

4 success.

How

the father welcomed the boy back home, If you have failed, God will still let you
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come back and try again.

@s, who wrote for the Atlanta Journal, wrote about another

chance. I'll give you two or three lines of it.

-

Maybe I've failed in the final drive
When sinue, nerve, and heart
Had lost the urge and the will to strive

And I played the losers part.

But down on my trembling knees I fall
Though others may look askance
To say a prayer to the Lord of all

The God of another chance.

Those who have drunk from the bitter cup and tasted the dregs of defeat.
May win again, if lifted up, and placed in the mercy segat.

\ There is a Bgilish museum)in_london, in which you can see the of some
men who went with Scott on an eerdition - they Hoped to be the

the South Pole nd.

irst men to reach

A
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And Scott, and three of his companions, struggled on the long hard journey

on the ice and snow, dangerous and cold, and difficult - and finally they got

P

there.
But to their dismay, ha.d_gg_t_ten_the;:eii:s_t. They failed in their
objective, to be the first to reach the South Pole. All t L o plant

their flag along side of another one, And turn back because winter was settling

in., They wondered if they would get back to their hase. before traveling was

impossible. They went for a ways, and the storms came, and much to their surprise,

(ond® went in and had frost bitten feet - he couldn't walk. They had to throw away

valuable food.and other Eﬁiggs, to make a place to put him on the sled. So they

could carry him. Because you couldn't leave a-companion behind to die. They went

a little way, and another winter storm came when they were just a few miles from

the base that meant safety and security. They huddled in the tent for days. Hoping

that the storm would break and they could go on in safety.

4/
One day, the@ééﬁlwith the frozen feet, stood up painfully and saidyJ_think
= p = o ~7
I;&} take a little walk. ¢ writing in his dig;y said, he would never come back.
eSS TS ———,
But we were powerless to stop him. He was going out so that we could have a chance

to make it if the storm broke.

The storm didn't break. They pade their peace with God, wrgte last notes to
—

their famili and died., They hadn't made it. They_failed.
t:éfgill —_— Lot = );:

men journey from af-?_]f__fi read the story of their faith, their hexroisn.

Their courage. They didg't fail. They gave the world a picture of success.
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So there are (

irs] « That means, get up and go on,
(?G;;; to 1q3;fgglégﬁgga,lﬁturn—tojys at_means, get up and go on,

/
thing, it is to remember that we are made by God for a purpose.’ There

iSGéiﬂggbLfﬂﬁﬂ in the world quite like you. Some of us have five talents, some

" :
have‘EEQJ and some have on{z’gng. But God expects®us to use that one talent in

the place in which he has called us. He says, take up your cross and follow me.

Thething we learn is, that. are @& far moxre important than anything
— “

we do, What we do, reveals what we really are. So what we are is important, We

may fail., But still, we can carry on,

Really, remember this 4:;%;;%E§aid, they thought they were going to fail. But
— —————— e

he says, é?ake off the dust, get your peace EEE”EEEET%T}

ey laughed at him. They mocked him. They cruacified him. They said,
‘+——__ -

Remember the stor) they) thought that he was a_failure. He died on_

o o)

~——

if you are the son of God - come dogg:gff that cross and prove it.

And Jesus let his peace return. And he said,rFatheggégggive:ﬁhem, for they

know not what they do. Father, it is finished. Into thy hands, I commend my

spirit., And he died.
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It id no :f wonder the haﬁ@%ﬁt the fO_Ot_gf_EQ_CIDSS said truly,
T :
he was the %ggnggzggd.

He woni He will wig the world., And in the lags_gggne - he and the Father are
______1_'_’_/{- i
one.

( ::&ou'll let God help you, a:ndill help you. The Lord has promised that

I will be with you always.

(Remeber now | @1, @ggf_y @“ fargen

minister and writer from Atlanta, sat down down beside a young mother and her five

month old daughter. As the plane climbed higher above the clouds, they began to
: i e
talk. The mother and child were on the way to Igs.ingeles. It is a difficult

trip for us to take, she said. We are going to California she said, to meet my

husband's body. He was killed in the war. and meet him. He
has never seen his daughter, but I wanted her to go along with me.(i@g;g;snmeﬂaxd

somehow, he‘552§§>tha; we are meeting his body.

-

Just then theG;;;EQEIgpared to land, starting down through the clouds, and
—

. r
there in the folds of the clouds was afbeautiful rainbow) The woman, tears shining
T Se—————
1

in her eyes, said softly - I never thought I would see another raighow., But God's

e ——

romises never fail, Hls
p light alﬁf{f_ﬁﬂlﬂgs throggﬁ the clouds.
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Our times are in his hands. Who said a whole I plan, tggg;ﬁggd, bgfgll, or
be afraid. If we are going to handle our failures, we must accept our situations.

And then we must rise to go out and face them.

I know this morning, you thank the Lord for his blessed assurance. That he has
-____—-—-——-——-W
made us for his own. He has called us to serve. And he will forgive us when we
fail and when we fall short. And he will help us to learn even from our failures.

May we keep the peace in our hearts - rise and go on for his Kingdom's sake.



