"HOW TO MAKE THINGS HAPPEN"

Ezra 7:10

Introduction:

This is a very interesti stion -- and something that catches your

imagipﬂ;@n. Quite often people will come up to me and say, “well, what'__s:
hqpper_ling'? It is kind of a common ?‘gresswn today How do yo M“g‘siﬁ

I e N-«-é Somo ~\“ wwk’ﬁ M"s ‘V"S
1appen. 4 . thalp — B « X5 N

- aaild %T.swmsﬁ:r“ Severt ?v-ri*s -
sl eediasieds o v e e ae e "_“_7 Ago Lot de
ﬁ

lﬂw'\h o L "MM,?‘JM Rl s Made e Spilh " et

I was reading around in the b@ And this was during the time of

the E’Eile geriod in the 01d Testament. You have got to remember that for some

65 or maybe 0. years, thgusandswefipeoplevhave liggd many hundreds of miles

away from their homeland. They were yﬂ,frorﬂ the ceryer of the culture, their
religious faith. They were being ab?bed into the main stream of the situation.
They were discﬂ.lraged, disappointed. And this was a sp?:ial moment. 1"?’3@_ had

been %ﬁx the sight where people who WM}*Lx
I A e

nothing left but a pile‘agg#lgfx;j;gks, stones, and,yubble: And everyone had really

nee, there was just
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no hope.

Now in conditions like that there arose some men by the name of e a.h.;
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and ZWabeln, and Jlézra. And o%@gﬁ,&hey made their contribution to the

situation, under the leading of God's Holy Spirit. And each one made something

happen. They made a difference.

As we read the book, we discover.the

-0f God ‘l&onm and blm his

work. Did he seek to 1‘1:terest others in the work of God. Cgaigter 7 6 _\aGod prospered




him, Did he engage in some specific act of service. rospere: " Dagwhe

:Z/;ig%equ1re spegig%ﬁggﬂgﬂmgn;s or special service. God gave it to him - V -ét!; Did he
God gave them and called them out. Clggtgr_gﬁ$g Did he_nggq

e powggﬁggﬂggg to face dangers in God's work - and to be brought

the presence and th OWeT
LT e R R e R
through victoriously. God was with him and kept him. Chapter 8:22, 31.

It was power applied tM‘&

That in conditions like these - in

R

1'ﬁfter these thlggs# in

Now this Ezra went

7,‘é he was sé}rliid;n the {&gy&gf&b\;‘g@% Which the Lord God of Israel had given. And

the Klng granted h1m all the requestﬁ because the hand of the Lord _was upon him,
RS SRR R T e

fou had_to wrlte a resume, of this man - some of you probably have had

g

to write a 11tt1e such dﬁtalled accoa&t of your own doings. You write down, your
our schoolin ouract1v1 igs. And if you are thinking about th ob,
% ¥ cba-gg’ ¥ Ltie y g ut another j you

dust off the old one. Maybe ;e-wrlte it and look for greener pastures,

AP %
I think we'd find it in Chagtgg 6. It gives

us some gu&gﬁ 1n51ﬁht - and really warns us. About how this man performs. He is a
man who has _capabilities - and he has gained the cEﬂiideﬂCﬁ af tﬁe King,k Aggixerxes.

I wonder sometlmes as I read that hlS friends, close friends of this old fellow did

T R Sl e,

to ogerate and comm unlcgte, and

he had theréonfidence of this man. He was tq&gtwa;thy, dependable.

F3dk..

’ —
resume of Ezrmf

Now if there is.
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Now anotheg gaagg in.V. 6 %hat impresses you is -- that littg phrase, h
oo PN 4.5 L - I‘J

of the Lord, his God was

Not only was Ezra - did EW""

God's grace, he_had_hls hand on_the throne of Hej1;_=*

Ezra 7 and 8 - this ghraga_&s rgpea_ted. In one way or another, the strong hand of
* o NN R R wﬂu

the Lord was ugon him, Now this is the image of the man who stands out in the crowd

- who is deeply blessed.

Now as I think of the hand of the Lord, you know that remlnds me ofiy
e T

le to ride Air Force I with the Pr¢51dent. ¢§ack and

and news men today who scr

forth to their local cities, or towns, so that they can emerge from the door of Air

Force I standing next to the Prgsident. Who for the purpose of g od_

put his hand on the local politician, That is always worth Wes Now

who of us does not like to stand in the presence of someone we consider great. And
Ezra - and the only hand was

have the Wgrson upon us. Well, that way
Ty A -y

And it is those two blessings - he hac‘i' his hand on Art and his hand

pictures, will

on Cod,

== I could ut all : AR
. u&?&%’.}&} ﬂ,;th.hree gTOUgS- He says, a

then he said, I'd have a third group, that is the largest group of: all - wh%_&

IORASRE0T, vhat 1s happening at all,

Now if he were speaking today, he would say(Ezra Was a man that made things happen.

Now that is sort of creating interest for us. The people with whom we serve and work.
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L{Q%areth& .w::f a man or a woman who make tw. And the answer
RO f . iR B e, T Las -

comes back - look at Ezra - Chapter 7 and 8.

I think there are at least a Q&w;;g.r,-gf-,,;pg@nts that we can make here that will

give us guidance in this, m selected priorities. And mghsg%@a} _
. L K 1 - just about ins, But if you

Rg?39§qs > now that these two are ;ﬁgse they are just abou QQ%QE Y

will Lf&%@@..g_@};@ifully, I hope to give a little bit of insight on this. Now these

two things - that I think Ezra had, that are sort of the key.

e =TRD, ERIORETIRS
Now I am 1‘@re§_s_efi?w1th people who are spiritual. I am impressed with people

But we really kind of get disturbed about the Wwa}r‘

ing of priorities. I think maybe

‘_ﬁn this W of ours,

They have gotten ﬂa from the pr;f;%e_ which they had in times past. Ezra was a

in which people carry on things wi

4

- . A
this is what has happened to the modern eg

thinker and he responded and he 'rut:i;ated thlngs. And he got his priorities straight.
¥

J‘

'_ ow he went about thls. Where people are incredibly

‘;.«r‘. SLEeA M

Let me give you some ideas about.
busy doing good things - we often hear people., But we say, what are my priorities.
The great question in the ;82;2 How do I know my priorities. Do I have a grasp of
my personal priorities that I am working on.

3 I believe is really a formula Egs of statement that probably

describes the priorities of all Scrlbes, of all of Ezra's whole generation. But I am

L A
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impressed that Ezra, whom I believe to be the author, he wants us to know that he

rgg&&xﬁpgljeyggdin_ghese priorities. These versgilwere the thing that he arose

with in the morning. That manﬁﬁagﬁhis life throughout the day. And that he 3&@&@&

out the day. And check up on these priorities which he had here.

" He would stgg‘ the laq“of God.

-1rst‘ there was_hun-er'for the word:ofinxw
This was his design for life and how life should be lived. One of the things that

I like about this man is, that he made an application here.

One of the troublesome problems today is that I think there are a number of
TR Sy ¥

people who may study or Eead oncgrin awhilei3 the Biblq, but they rarely seem to do
it. It does no ﬁagiito say that L be%;sve in the Doc&x;ne‘ gf the §g§g£2§§%gp, if
you do not follow that Doctrine. And if you lﬁg&ﬁ&the Doctrine and go out and
pygggggﬁgg&xgggggigéig;Eﬂgﬁgggig? Where people are hungry to hear the love of God
and the message of Jesus. Ezr; diﬁﬁiiﬁd this, and he says, this has become flesh

and bone of my life.

A wonderful thing excites.us when we think about a man who has chose to study

- 1ngrseg_higggggﬁﬁgﬁggg” H‘ﬂdhwﬁ,”.%ng? and to do it. This is d?scigline, and

that is not easy. Now some of you say this morning, of what relevance does that

have to me. S%__is now saying - well, I am j;_zﬂs__j‘:_g_;w.‘ Well, do not knock

housewives because I am married to one. And she does a real good job. But she
- t =5 » R N AT TR W R R %

follows those priorities and it has made a difference in our family and in our home.

And it ought to make a difference in every one of our lives today. She grasps her

priorities and so did Ezra.



a_di ected 11fe - and I suspected that he

M Carl Jung said, ng‘t hat_a directed 1
i 3 < n - - N 7 A
meant a life with priorities, is__mW, richer, h_e‘althi T thfn _an.raimless_h "

_gge, ‘But it is better to go forward with the stream of time, than to go backward

against it, What is he saying the health‘ﬂrﬁ;kijthat I have met understand what is

first. 'rit in your 11fe today.

N
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Some man recently wrote about the fai 53 That the major point of

his failure was his inability to know his priorities, He allowed hi ies to
..-..Z,nw il ‘ . ”!.--B,Sméiﬂég§¢

sweep across the map of Europe. South,j,EWest -and_North - and that was his down-fall.

He did not understand military priorities. And the author concluded with this state-

Wttt
ment. '"He who cannot reJect, cannot select%:
s S B WA 2 S

Now that ought to help us when we think about the eerndlture of our tlme,
T N R
apd enexgy, I mean spiritually thinking men and women. They spend a lot of time.
Seeking out the nature of God's priorities for us. Selected because there is a

hunger for the word.

s PR Wi,

| We might look at V, 27 q;

and see that not only do men and women who make things happen undegg%&pd fﬁéir

priorities, but they also have a unique understanding of current events. This part
7/17 Wﬁmmmﬂﬁff“%’ﬁﬂﬁ’ TP Ry

of the story is an encounter:w1th_Ezra and Artaxerxes. In which he was given the

freedom and the power to go back to Jerusalem; And to help and rebuild,
m“_.;k%--‘:h 3 W w_ A 'IM

You can imagine what you or I would be like coming here with an encounter like this.
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It is described in the early part of the chapter. And Q&énﬁxog

glven money, men, materlal - and told to go and do the Job You would have begun
e e, TR o R

thinking now - I WO de ow. this job will come qpt.%@lgwonder‘if I can really

PR A N i O e PR

handle this thlng alright. And people Wi}l be asking you how did the old King act,

And Ezra looked back on this experience in V. %7 - in the presence of the King and
. Wﬁ?“

the success of the encounter, and he said - blessed be

ol SR R

‘Qﬁ‘ rd God of our Fathers
o

who has put such a thing as this in the King's heart. To adorn the house of the

Lord which is in Jerusalem. And has extended loving kindness to me before the King

¥4
and his Counsellors. And before all the King's mighty princesses.

Ezra looked into events and he saw the hand of God at work,

»—" i e X T
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He-d}d ng;?%?ok at the sg£§%;§fggﬁ;h;pgs, his own performance, his own

identity. His oyn management abilities and capabilities.,

£
The thing that emerged and hls react%gn I'have seenvgod at work in this thing.
W vﬁ"

I have looked into the situation, the Spirit of God is upon my 11fe, and in the heart
of the King - it is a super thing to see what God is doing. This is a prospective

not often shared in the world today.

There are 'eopIS‘WhO are a;ugyg&‘?ghlqg 1nto thlngs. Looking into qygn;s,

R L

But they f1nd“11ttle meanlng and little purpose. They can't see what God 15 doing.

e T A e D
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Most of us_ look at the qu&d at people, and at event% gﬁwn@,fgiiﬁicéf We size

up things by size and shape. We look at the church and we’ glze it up by the attendance

D TR b i S ﬁ
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figures. We look at the church and we size it up by the money and the amount. The

bottom line is-profitfandiloss statements. The only thing that we can see.

Ezra looked 1nto events and said, what a great thlng God has done. And a man

g,

who has a spiritual mind, today, firsg-b the first questlon he looks for is - what

in the world is God doing‘hexe.

¥

Ezra responded to his own comments by saying at theispd,éfwghgﬁqhggtem - I will

)

strengthen according to the hand of the Lord, my God, and his hand upon me, Courage
itk S a3 el A
comes in the legitimate sense when you see God at work.

one of the 52 hostages - when asked how she survived all of

that solitudénfb;fi4 mpnths. She said, every morning for several hours I took my
hB1bl@-and the work of Thomas Kemp¥§ and I prayed and I medltated and I saw, God
at work in all of this., And I neve;ﬁigaéﬁggge. I got courage because I was_aware.
of the presence of God. Now thls is a prospective that is different from that of

another hostage. Rlchard Blucher. Who said, I survived by meditating every day on

¢ %‘.,r '4:

my hate for- my capture§.

Now. Ezrashas a prospective, Godlydggggég discipline themselves to look at events,

and people, and say ngﬂf VQggg. And that is what he was doing.

Now, @@g;tanquﬂgpggbthe momentum of what God is doing.



Somaone.wrotg about the work?o ‘Mg;pgg_Th?rqu of Calcutta, Indiaif Now, some
of us not fully embrace all of the tﬁ?ﬁtngyLbut ‘this Roman Catholig,nunlbelieves
in. But she has a perspective that all Christians really ought to try to follow.
She walked into a ward of children, who had been th{pgp into the gutters, and had
been discarded and left to die. And the camg;amggpturgq Mother Theresa, holding up
a new born premature baby. Whose face and head was horribly diqf@gy;eg. A piece of
awful looking humanity. She held it up in her hand and said, the(?i}g of God is in
- -y —— e

this child,/)
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Now when we look around us in the wo;ld_toda%e there are people who have a
i "-"i;i“:L% _ o o B

perspective - but I fear we‘arg‘iosingﬁthe main:one. We have let things just
trickle down, and we get off on the issgg_gﬁjﬁkgégggn, we get off on the issue
based on convenience. And we fail to see the deeper things of what God values and

-

what God is doing. And what God wants us to discover.

this encounter with God was not impressed with his own performance

He wasn't touched by the Klngs, surroundlngs, or majesty. He wasn't moved by the

moment of opportunity, to go back to Jerusalem. But rather he said, I have seen

God doing things and the bottom line is - I have taken courage.
SRR @ A S

The thlrg thing about his pr;orltleﬁxwa contemplatlon \ He knew that he was

=

splrltually 1nv01ved - and you will see in V. 21 of’ 1aptefh§'- that Ezra was
H ?”"-r Ht&w
3‘. " 2.1 ready. He was 11ke»‘%m He was ready to po. The old
72 = AL 8 g | and the silver was

going to finance the trip. The construction and the process of the temple - there

were the meg» the charlot
Ny e S were there. And everybod

USRS 5

COﬂtEH{P lated 0n thls d ! P
‘ and suddenly, Ezra thought about the group of people with 11 of
\ all o
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it's money and materials. Thef had to cross literally scores of miles of wilderness.

And desert. They were going to face enemy’ troops and hostile groups. And it was

- s A ,
not going to be like that song - "Seldom Is Heard A Discouraging Word". The whole
thing was going to be discouraging. And the chances were that they would not survive

4

the trip.

Now what Ezra really needed was a whole{battalion of Marines\ What he needed
e R & s ~ h e . 4

ér'ib | Wwas - well, I don't know if war ships or submarines would have helped or not. But
watch him in his thinking about these priorities.}{I proclaim to fast there at the

River Ahava. That we might humble ourselves before our God to seek from him.a safe

journey for us, our little ones, and all of our possessions. I love the next verse -
; Bt o — Snfinind * R

ﬁg; I was ashamed to request.from the King troopswand horsemep to protect us from the
':29“/ ; \ :
enemy on_the way. Because he had said to the King, the hand of our God is favorably
disposed, to all those that seek him. But his power and anger against all of those

who forsake him.

Now the point is very sj;"kmpi\é on a number of occasiogs had ham'
T N S, M S
with this King. And in his talks with thiln Babylon, Ezra had managed

to tell him about e dimensions of his Go?j;/ﬂow powerful his God was - and do you
supposeﬂwhen the ﬁﬁgngOf the burning busg was told, and the €§24g§ frqm Egyptg and
the s;gﬁx?of_David.and Egljath. That the bottom line which touched the King was the

power of God.

Now E;ra;has somewhat of a dilemma. He is facing a David and Goliath type of
G2 W AT, o L e ) pATeTie S ¥ e
situation. How will he get out of th%f - what do you say to the King of Persia,

do you say by the way, we need ;Some soldiers to do God's work., In other words, we

are like somebody giving one of these hot testimonies you know for Christ, and then
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go out and there is a very prg{g;&%ﬁm&g% when you almost hear the King say -

et ‘him leadﬁzou across this wilderness.

P UEESSd i R-RANSEAN] - ST 1550

Now' I;zr : reallzed that and he was smart enough in his thinking to know that he

And' J,fésyou should turn gv:way from the conventional, protect1ve

had a power source
i s ST

T ST = AR e
g7lmechanlsm, he say ;

© And we will trust

age of 62, was_asked whzr” it was that God had chosen hi

Gy

to be the founder of China Inland Mission. He was heard to say, GoQ chosg me gecauSe

i wasweak ;nough. God.does.not do his ﬁm%su through 1a__r_ e_com tt s. He,tx:

s

someone, to be _;q( ie

T

Ezra 's sp1r1t for just a second and sense the struggle that was there - I think you
&

would hear Ezra saying - '%H? begin,ouxr_trip to Jerusalem, ;t J.S not_to et FoL .

Marmes out in _fro t_of us.

"% A A AL

people are going to trust the strong hand of God.

J.J,fewas on, the,line, He was deciding where the power was going to come

from. Robert Browning wrote in every man's career are certain points where he dares
not be different. The world detects him clearly if he dared. As baffled at the game,
and losing life. I believe Ezra had or would have lost everything at that moment.

If he had not drawn from selective priorities.

‘,;4"-&.-:.&‘

g - forﬁzr”_ had_set lys heart

‘We see g}e 89 %gﬂ@ﬁgg God_was

upon God And that was no accident. That that happened God cannot be cohearsed in
AR

iy

el
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distributing his favors. God will bless as and when he will, And Ezra knew 1 was__

R RSN

He knew the reality

of power and he set his heart upon this 1n V Iﬁ ¥‘God‘s blessing rested upon him

and gave him every ability for the task which provided him with helpers and protected

him from foes ames%
Cnaounr‘v By i

Suends
mﬁrﬂm — N Mancea, — o/

20 SPIRITUAL PURPOSES

R R R TR (g -8

In Cha

Lt ke R

a%%%f - we read about h%ijégggigiqg'into the law., And the King of
Z / Kings came to Ezra - that he ﬁ;g%;xggﬁemﬁuhm 80

And those to

go with him, And we see this serleswn§#gwﬂ 0Ses

inquiry about Judah and Jerusalem according to the law of your God which is in your

land.

And so there waség

11vw£_and the gold, the King and his

?X%w‘?” -'.r-} u--.,;. o LR AV 3"‘

Counsellors, and those who dwell in Jerusalem with silver and gold. And those,
a free-will offering from the people. Who are going with him, who had willingly

offergd_for the building of the house in Jerusalem. So we find that there were

.-4 R _‘,‘5&

. gs tﬁk%ﬂ%&ﬁﬁg Chapter 7:15, 16 .- there was thﬁhgﬂmgis j?%?

And third, there was a

£

§ flrgi of the spiritual pu
& - & oses was about what they were doin
. T 3 P rp R R Wmﬁévmﬂ?ﬂﬁwghg
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of you, be it done in all diligence. V. 23 ~ whatever is commanded by the God of

%

Heaven. V,F25 - Ezra according to the wisdom of your God. Which is in your hand.

S g

As we read all of this - g%g;:phg;_gays_to me is, of prime importance to you
today. Tég&many peoplegpre try?pg Fo,ﬂq.ﬁhiﬂgﬁ in the K%ﬁggom without evgftéiggggg .

down and discovering the Spiritual purpose of what they are doing.
S = > : - ::5‘ "-'"2—? et . 4’5 e A e <
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There is too much purposeless mlnlstry going on. It is like a humrdrumé People

e, e

use the Bible, Scripture, God's Word. And sometimes they don't know _what_they are

doing. Now I have been many years - but they need to know what they were doing.

Now this is the thing about 1ndustry today “will tell you what

their purpose is. They 11 tell you what their job is - w'at they are supposed to be
doing. Whatgth?%?“taﬁk.igh, But in this rushing life in the city of Chesapeake, we
sometimes ask ourselves the question - dqesxﬂXé??Qﬁ?%&ﬂtigﬂl§EQW.Wh%ﬁgiiwﬁﬁ all about,.
Have I been talking to them all of these years, and they do anﬂanpgstand what the

purpose is. To expand and to reach people for Jesus Christ and to claim them.

rurthermore, do those who are ieaders in our church know. Do all the men and
women with which we work - knowﬂ;hgﬁgu;gogp of this congregation. Out of all the
purposes that we have - do the lay people know. What you are supposed to be doing.
TR

Do we know that we are supposed to be at work for this church. Do we know that we

are supposed to be building stronger families, Do we know that we are supposed to be

%




el

creating a bond in the marriages. Do we know that even in friendships and relationships
- these familiar passages from the Word of God - as you begin to read them over until
here is a simple statement of purpose, Together as a group, we are to lead in the

redemption of mankind. This is the purpose of Southern Baptists.

I am really impressed with Ezra. Twenty-five hundred years ago, maybe more -
. ; % =Y
you boil it all down. His purpose was to get the goal to Jerusalem - and the goal
o Ty i e
meaning not only the money - but do you know what your purpose is. Talk to him about

this. To get their purpose lined up as to what they were supposed to be doing.

The sgcond@thing,éunderstanding the people./ That was the spiritual purpose that

o
he had. It is interesting in the insight - Ch%gte; 8 -V, 1, - the people are a part
£ - ;
of this movement. And in the first 14 versés, there is an endless list of names
i samr g e

represgntingrgrpups of people. Who have joined together - there they all are. They

knew that you do not pull all the work for God if you do not have your people.

o
2 V. 15 - T assembled them at the river that runs to Ahava. We camped there for

Lf,,f:7 S

three days. I obse;ved the people. And the priests. And here is an interesting

comment, about his peopli;#gf(did not find any Levites thepg,z//_éér
ﬁ. 4 - B

== T 4 : ¥

You remember (Aaron, who first set in motion the ministry of the Levites,

15
in the moral and spiritual things - be a pace-setter,
R EET P :@"" e

A nmodel, an inte{cessor, and a leader of the pe0ple:'

Aaron was set aside to lea

»
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Moses examined the role - it was amusing as we would say - th *ﬁgmputerr-
et

out the llst. And told him who was there. Thewggilgggg, the fﬁfﬂﬂﬂgﬁﬁtﬁg the

TS EEoT &:

transportation men, the architects, the public relations men. But there were one

group missing - the Sons of Lev1.

gpllcatlon to

~go. The Sons of Levi are not out on the p01nts - at the front. And God renews

something in his work - in history.

to catch up from things a 11tt1ePJater.

Once again, the Levites were not there. God had to speak to other people and

generate interest and vigor.'1Wher§ ﬁg}e the sons of Levi. That is something that
” SE, i”**‘i‘h#;%"fw RN A

bothers us. They may have becomeuCOmfortablg in Babxlon. Maybe life was not so
s #‘m', L TR IRRETE

bad. And they built their homes and they were enjoying living there. And they did

#not want to be disturbedy

16 1? - Ezra said

e_sons owaeV1 - get them and the number of them -

He sent them to

He sent them to the rlghtwplace - to thelc

For educatin rlests. He sent
wa e

SR PR
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them to the right man,iégoo}g who was chief, president. And told them what they were
”;ﬁ;b“?"

seeking.

- I think this is angther

splrltual _purpose which we have in mlnd Ezra had a procedure in gégﬁjﬁ- I said unto

B S e CELTNET.

;7)?>/ them, ye are wholly to the Lord, and the utensils, the silver, the gold, and the

free-will offering unto God. And he challenges them to watch and to keepthem-until

(‘4"

V 2; B\ d SO e e S B o
' ] they weigh that. And they made a record of all that they had.

S SR st

“:

Now thls took 1nt9 accpun;bthe p0551b111t1e§wof the frg&é&tles of Reogle_

R

0 _much gold now,.

We Wlll welgﬁ it agaln. You might hear somebody say -

He aEgQEE?ElX<53E§ a careful record. And he told them - YOUQQEN

when we get to Jerusalem“

LR b LTl
I am offended. I am insulted. You are going to weigh this gold again when I get
to Jerusalem in fgoga?ogghg. Don'gwég%cgroet me., I can hear Ezra saying, yes, I
trust you - it is your human nature that bothers me a little bit. And I would like
O G o T s e G B R
to protect you - and I want you to know there will come a moment of accountability

- it is coming up.

Sometimes we Chrlstlags‘take f r too 11ght1y - the great thln%tthap we are
; 1AL 1S
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We have no right to say to those people - you cannot tell me what is good and

bad, and what is right and wrong. There is accountability in good. It motivates us.
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Does this not bring you to feagwthat someday, you shall stand before‘Godﬁand he

will want to weigh the gold and the silvez that he asked you to bring to Jerusalem.

God gave you a wife, did your home grow. Did you become all that I created you
to become in Spiritual leadership. I#SQVC.YQU children, I know you want to educate
them. Give them three good meals a day. But did you exercise your spiritual gifts.

Did those children grow up in an atmosphere where they were free to follow Christ.

What have you done with your financial resources - have you kept back too much,
LA : ! e et - AP

for your own leisure. And have you just not served in a way that God has called.
et

There was f Terence Fox which told about at age 15 L he had a byrmng

ambition to be wealthy by 30@ At_20 he quit Marquette University, and went to work.
He worked on Wall Street - and later he got his.degree by attending night school.
In the six years he spent on Wall Street - he saw that he could make a logtyef.money
if he worked hard. He said, what did it take - 24 _hours, 7 .days a week committment.
My golf game went, I stopgpd hunting, my marriagngqltered. I was on the road -

always traveling. I was never home. I spent time alone in strange airports. And

he says one day, I said,TYOu are here because you chose to b?}&

Now that ought to speak to us.

There are some dangers to avoid and Ezra rewarded them., There is the danger of

neglecting that which is familiar. He was 31st in the law - V., 6, 11, 12, 14, 21, and 25.
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Often we say, well, I know that. Why bother about it further. Ezra_knew that about

N o L

the law of God, but he kept studying,

He avoided the danger of mere head knowledge. He carried this over in his daily

living, and in his daily walk.

And Ezra avoided the danger of novelty. He had a purpose - and it was
spiritual. The people of God stood at a turning point. And this is our message
today - that as the pressure and situations arrive, Ezra went to look and see what
God was doing. And God.yaseat:wq?kh And had he taken the band of soldiers, the
shepherd of Israel would never have come into view. The spiritual instinct was

- simple trust in full view of God. action here is marked out for us.




