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praiser for the esta

Virginia for North Carolina, he was an ap
of David Adams in Isle of Wight County. (9
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: ; her parents
econd wife was Mary Pendry. At this ti?g& are two land
Possible clues to her iden Isle of Wight
dry of Isle of

Harmon's s
identity is unknown.
::ansac{ions: an indenture dated 22 October l7ﬂi§1 i
County, Virginia, between Henry Adams and Aaron h side of Meherin
Wight planter, for one hundred acres on the nort in Isle of Wight
River.ao) In 1717 Henry Pendry received 100 acres zjacent to Hugh
County on the north side of the Meherin River, a jHarmon Read's
ee’'s land." Both parcels of land were located nearr pendry Read
What, dif any, relationship existed between Mary

or his son, Aaron Pendry?
inia to Henry

nd Henry Pendry,

Harm i il
his family

son, for £200 current Virginia moneys, (12) and movgsunty, North
miles to the southwest to settle in Edgecombe His land

Par

some

Carolina. We can only surmise the reason for the move . 2 Sirine
in Virginia was probably worn out from years of cultivation. crops,
this period, planters were unaware of the need to rOtai? lready
to rest and refresh the land. From former neighbors who ha iﬂith 3
made the move, he probably heard of this rich new land. 1

and high hopes for the future, he pac

sense of adventure,
his family and set out for North Carolina.

In May 1749 he purchased land on the south side of Beaver ng Swamp
North “Caroling ' For Ba5e-duryent "Viteiila

in Edgecombe County,
moneys.as In 1758 Halifax County was formed from Edgecombe County.
Harmon and his family found themselves living in the neW¥y formed

whére he 1lived uhtil ‘hisdeath 4n 967 .

county of Halifax,
was proved in Halifax County in

written in 1760, )
(14) He named his wife Mary and h;s son
Y, Betty Pendry and Richard

Harmon's will,
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the October Court of 1767.
Jesse. The will, witnessed by Moses Pendr

Freear, was signed with Harmon's
Mary Read’'s will was recorded in the Halifax County August Cloibliedes
1781. In it she names: Son-in-law James Read; John Windom; Amy
Harrison; my well beloved son Aaron Read Pendry; my two sons' Moses
Read Pendry and Jesse Read Pendry; my well beloved daughter Dorcas
Mobley; my well beloved daughter Lydia Barker. Moses Read Pendry
and Jesse Read Pendry were named executors. The will, written 13
March 1778, was witnessed by Thomas Harvey, Sarah Nevill, Sarahann
Harvey and Thomas Nevill.(is)
There are several reasons why Mary may have referred to her sons
as "Read Pendry.” Knowing that Harmon had children from a previous
marriage, she may have wanted to distinguish her children from the
others. It most likely meant that the three males were born before
Mary Pendry and Harmon Read had an opportunity to marry. The
n after the marriage. It should

daughters' Dorcas and Lydia were bor
be borne .in mind that there was less stigma att

ac
Ooccurrences then, 4 ata Vit ||
a particular probl

In North Carolina there was

than there is today.
only Justices and Anglican
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