"Whosoever he be of you thqt-ren%%gpeth not:all that he .*gls thg,keligious Life Worthwhile?"

e

hath, he cannot be my disciple."' . 1 . ¢l

. 4 {

Luke 14:25-33 b

ﬁere is a question that is(?o; just an idealzuor does it

If we had never read those words before, and had not been E%ohsc doubt that chqr! is a posnibility of realization. 1Is it
3\

S0 bus; trying to lower the standards of Jesus in order to
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4 man renounce all that he hath he cannot be My

disciple.
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%ld that we could see this very carefully in the words

of Jesus--this cost of religious life. .

The

~ who ask a higher question when they say,

chdi indica!i‘i that if a man is to live the

religious life fre must submit himself./ Jesus said that if a

(
]
man were to live a religious life he must submit himself to the |

absolute mastership of Jesus, any man will come after me
g w
and unto me, he must hate his own father, mother, wife, children

‘.
|
!
bretnsfn, sisters, yea, his own life." A ‘

|

s But all of which He meant that if a man is to follow Him

he)must p o fabsolutely firsty

A

so that if the lqgg_gijjather,
1

or mothe or wife, or children, or brethern, or sister, or of |
/’ /’ i g e i !

his own 1ife. ahall at anv moment or under :anv circumstances: for |

.

- absolutely necessary that (religious life be a part of man--

accommodate our own l%ggsjthey_would startle us{ 1 We would hardlj

that 1s in the life today and the life that is to come? The
o

life that now is is less than life less it be the life religious
&

The life that is the one to come=~this life of one who passes

over the boundry lime to the other side. We must admit that it
7

is necessary to have religious ;ife here, and it is necessary to

have it in the life that is to come, but in view of the cost

there are those who suggest that perhaps it ig/hardly worth it

—
R —

Why not be content with somethingéggss than the beséj;>"ls it

worthwhile," people say.

There are ho ask/(if)it is possiblé) There are those

fear and trembling man comes to the ideal of a religiods life

when he asks, "Is it possible," but he is brought to a deeper

/
conviction when he says, "Is it necessary or is it worthwhile."
; 7T

, 'Is it possible" there is a con-

viction that it is poé/;ble. Then he has created a new peril--

that of attempting somehow to find an excuse for not yeilaing to

the truth.

When we think of what(;N

there would be those who would ask,

—

WIn it worthwh%ée?" One




wgo_is a church member should be first of all sure and secure
o '

inthis salvatioI experience-—-a new life in Christ, Second, his

church membership should

relationships i e. He knows that he is a part of a

gre&g@w@. Third, he is glad to(cooperate

‘with the good people)in and.for a good movement, Fourth, he
expresses this through hi@u&}nd hi@l financial
: s

su/ﬁ)gport. Fifth, through Bible reading and maintaining a vital §

one of the most significant
Sk Losedhod 4

Sixth, t rough knowing the
abi(d’fng reali es faith, hope tandilove. g

%As we come to%ea W th thi subject of religion in a man n‘

P Orenin, T LY Forairine
life as to. whether or not it is worthwhile we are thinking

QM%% w%ﬂmﬁﬂw-;

about costs; &are th nking ab es; we are try}ing to .

m““’"'{ T e el fEl s - [ 7 Bl
iscover whether: &s wotthwh le. zt us see clear{y if ;

can b?th re(fié\:#he cost as wel as the value £ Zt. (2 &

" : = 47“““ﬁ«.lﬂd/
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 § would like st sa to you thagg__gj_mu@
costly. ays that a great crowd followed Jesus. They

were gathering, multiplying, and this scripture says, ".{(all a}::

. A1l at once He turned around to speak to them as if to

Once, .

say,("You want to follow me?) Now I am going to tell you some-

thing about the cost of it,'": .

e

Now whatever other people are saying,aid He was

poing to make it perfectly gleg r b hat young men,

who followed would find it cos{y. I am alwaj

people who say that the religious life or the Chf
is si y. 1 dare any man to make that statement and

do so in the light of ézhat Jesus tau here in this passage.

There is nothing more remarkable in the nﬂnd.stry:.ofu.l‘ncuxd

elled mn.,with His t |

n; He blessed men, The crowds c

Christ than the fact th
0f course, He was wool

to Him wherever le went,

aof them came just

Him; some of them to listen to Him and to be' captured by Him;

A A e

some of them said.We this.™

But as the multitudes thronged and pressed Him, He turned
e m———il

upon them and uttered things so severe as to scatter them with

the wind., = Religious life is costly. Jesus said this when He

stopped all of a sudden. . . §ls Jebo: gk

Let us think what Jesus thinks about the cost of religious

1ifes

In thell4 tR).Chapee_r of .Lukgwe have recorded at least

regp over in this passage the words of Jesus when He

Ye cannot be a disciple of

said.cannot be my. disciples

mine} He says.

"If any man cometh unto me and ha}eth not his:
father, his mother, his wife, his children, his brethern, his
sisters, year, his own life, he cannot be my disciple."

"W}xos_oev.er does not bear his own ecross and come after me

=
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must be a crucifixion of any thought in the life of the disciple
=
of place or power. So long as I am seeking place for myself

or power for myself I cannot be His disciple.

(g::;;E:EZxo be a Ch

of Christ, in order to live the r

in order to be a d

ife, thereqfirs)

3 ey

must

surrender  and Sf_%l- seeking of place or power=-only

the ministry of Christ,

53’4" eved)ye be that }

floes no
gannot be My

renounce all that he has

sciple,"

First devotion, then ambition, now
— ’ :

possession, If a man is to live the religious life he must

He must

lay aside his treasure in the Kingdom of the Lord.

recognize not only that what it is he is for €hirst and what le

does he does for Christ, and what he has he holds for Christ.

@.& ,

3/
recognition as a stewarg_of the Master. This is to recognize

hat a man has)-

oes not mean to thra
o, e——— R —

'.ce) t at the feet of Jesus in

that our occupations, our: income belongs to God. It.is very

——

ch, and I would thank God as well as you

people, with the fa€t that have had some:pretty rainy and

bad 8undays in the summer months
o TR e

and so on, just this past week there were a

people were on vacations

LN

abgolute loyalty, and second there must be thel

; M ¥
" begins, and T know th d1f£;;ZIZ§7of theggord hate)in this
: ‘-—-

. men.

any reason conflict with loyalty to Him that love must be

cruciflied.

Now this 1I<I!g§§%§ and the greatest claiﬁhﬁver set_upon.

 a human soul or a human being. But that P where Jesus

o

‘pagsage., lHowever, we must remember that in this eeg&§£§::§§§%gg

~ there were little light and shade--positive and negative-—and

o

| love and hate stood opposite each other,

What Christ demanded that men should do for Him He did for

» ""\,\‘\ a
On another(occasion’ﬂe said,

mother more than Me is not worthy: of Me,"

One day they came to Him and said, "Behold ) and
| - eSO, MRS s —_—

thy brethern stand without seeking to speak with Thee." And le

replied, "And and who is My brethern?"
(lhosoevershall do the will of My Fathgr which is in

heaven He ig My brother and My sister and My mother." By this
— o

He meant to say that there was sometging far-higher than a

<blood relationshié)and that waq/; spiritual relationship’of

those who do the will of God. Now that is the principle in the

"He that loveth father and
..m—-——-—-—7- X

wordssof Jesus--a man must make his relationship tp Chiist as \
revealing God and show this relationship to God in his attitude

toward religion as the supreme thing in his life.



dé: Ee allows the love of father, mother,._wife, children,
brother, sister, or his own life coniNict wigh his loyalty to
Christ and to God then h{;:_arnnot be a disciple,

There are many of us here whq‘do not know ho@ccstlx a

thing that may become.
ching me

about it having been bo

them never conflicted witR my loyalty to Christ,
/

who will have this conflict, and Jesus was saying this.
. — I—

(o) ltzﬁiigiafannot be His
3 Vol 4

Now that is the cost!

But there are

\

i, first,

unle 1
‘Everyman loves his felatives, or he should, but Jesus is

saying here in comparison that there must be no competition in

|

your duty in preference to Christ. i

, oves his ownbut no man ever yet hated it,

We cannot be Christ's disciples if we do not love Him better
than we love our own lives.

51

V

In we come to the second thing concerning the

cost--whosoever does not bear his own cross cannot be my disciple
. e ,

going out to{figaﬁlgnpattle. The interpretation has been that

——

% V}éy)

¢ount the cost,
/

count the cost; it is I who must count the cost.

Well, what He meant was this,

ds He began to explain Bis own terms,

"wma\ .,p |

the cost, or what king as he goeth to encounter another king,
| sy duie £ I J '}
does not sit down and take counsel "

viabiy

”Therefore, whosoever he be of you fhat renounceth not

all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple." He said‘iﬁ eEfécé

am come into the on} ‘for building and fdr baﬁtié;

I cannot commit my ente:grises to _any save thoéevI know Iwcan
depend upon. It is he that builds the coggr--noc I, Baith the
king conducting the warfare--not I. He is here to build' he 13

here for battle. If men will come after me and take up their

10

own crosses and follow me as I take up my cross and faint not

and grow not weary until the building and the‘work has been

done.

First, here is the devotion of the disciple which must pe

S0 supreme thatég:;QQQQgr love is pushed in the background.

Second, the @he

D of the disciple must be for the

e

enterprises of Jesus--for His buildings, for His battles.

Third, Es‘mugg_ggkg_ug,his own tross--that is to say there




guide had ever taken a c;ggg, he went to a

who

Lliv s and told him whaf he wished to
\ -~

do--that he would like in this

far away part; and he wanted him te acco

The Arab sald that it was %ggg&&&&ég £

Smith pressed him and said, "Come on

him to do so, . Dr.

and he ghgued hin

mopgy. But he said this,(ﬂSufﬁgr me first to go and bury my

fath ;.r, This did not mean that his® father was dead for his

father was sitting by him as he spoke.

/
It is the eastern

hrist said, "Leave _dead tg_bur
s

their own dead.. Go thow and publish abroad the Kingdom of God."
L i —

Jesus set lis face toward the kingdom.

Once again

1ook12§ bacéAisifi; fog.the Kingdom of God, You put that into

close contrast with "He steadfastly set His. face to ég;to

Jerusalem,  and no,man having put his hand. to.the plow and.

looking back is fdt for the Kingdom of God.," There is an

illustration of the religious life. Jesus of Nazareth had no

7
place to lay His head, He had no possessions, nothing which

could represent His progress toward the ultimate goal. Iis

' the kingdom did not give way; He did not look
pgg%}gg for t e kingdo & H

—T

backwards.

1f you are going to plow a straight furrow, you've

decrease at the present hour.

B i g

Ls_thzf'chcrc were many who missed coming to worship Sundays

- of the bad weather, but on the next Sunday they were faithful

~have noted that there were many who have been away most of the

g

élluum.t. for months, and some have been away longer who have
~ brought in an envelope representing each week with their

%pwuckly offering in it. Now ¢

aid that until we reach the

f;plac. where we xgnounc

A
w not just when we can come or are able to be here,

but wn and week out, (ot one pingle thing belongs to vou

——r
if you are a Christian. 'All that a man has he renounces; all

that he spends he spends for the glory of God--even to the food

o
that he Euys, his %égﬁnsg, his reg;sg;ion that he enjoys is for

the glory of God.

Therefore, we see that in Christ's kingdom

all that we have we renounce. We cannot be a disciple any

longer or say that anything is our own, but we belong to Him.,
— 7

t we? But these are the

are J

| terms of d1éié2égggég=égnnzling_§g=gg§;3, and I repeat that it's

costly.
——

church attendance and in the influence of religion around the

If you want to know why there. has been a decrease in

world the hunt for increase is the reason for part of the

The decrease is not merely a

number, but spiritual fervor., I ask why!

It is because in Qoweriné the standards of discipleship,

2~




we have talked to men as though being a Christian were easy.

We have too, the ideal of Christ which presents
s

the religious life as costly and severe. Whén we get back
gy ki

there we shall increase~-I admit the cost--and if you stand

back and say("Is it worthwhile?"

in so far as what you see,

our question may be justified

N
VR

—

It is usiness to be a Chrisgyg czaan call m
Zourself a Chr‘g%ian; you can singM; you can give in the

n; you can drift through the world and never do any- ,<f'

colle

ou .ar oing t

Christian--a Christian in deed=-C 's .men and womep—-—

religious men and women--then there is going to be a cost in

o 4
aid to me .in a home

thing for God or humanity, Bu

this business. No wonder

h) that our church

church but the life he lives at home, the

i,

rofaflity e uses, and the evil in his life will hinder and

hold back." Dear friends, that's why we are talking about the

cost. We need that price to be paid in our church for people

e
to be Christianse.

If we look at theCh ter of 0 we see
another illustration of how another.man said, "I wid follow
Thee WW" To another man Jesus said,

7

Adams Smith)tells the story of while he was traveling i

"Follow me." To a third man He said, "I will follow Th
rcl,ﬁ ’

suffer me first to go and bid them farewell to them that ¢

in my' house," = /¢ LR R L A

Now that passage is remarkable if you keep it in i'ﬁtﬂ
7% ' o
setting. "It came to pass when the days were well jgn;_’;hat“ L

lle would be received up, Hie steadfastly set His face toward
/

Jerusalem,"

Now nothing is more significant than that and uot:hing évaq

j,: ‘hostile to

Jesus, and %but He steadfastly said, "I'll go that

He knew that He was going to face

ever weitten that was more moving

way; 1'll go to Jerusalem,"

A—7 — : f :

death, but He went; Ie knew that Jerusalem was going to be
Jobarem e

rebuilt but not immediately. After all of that experience, He

set His face that way steadfastly.

p Sl b’ X . 4 :
@\ am‘e‘t:o‘esu‘s anaid, I will follow Thee whereig-

eyer Thou goest," Jesus said, "Th ave holes, the b:l.rE‘1

of the air have nests, but the Son pf Man hath not where to
—— T —— >

lay His head." This is an explanation to this man not merely

of what the man would have to do but of what Jesus was doing.

He said to the man, and the man s'aid,i "Lord, suffer

- . idi . J 3 1 ° : 3 i
and desiring to get into a part of thewy where no ordinary




they believe in?

¢ 4% |
\) hat: some of the |

!

ed in

Not so long ago it was repg

Russian workers had voted to give QN e

p—

day free of charge for the lMothe

among us who would work an extra half hour
Something needs to happen that will bring us back to the will-
ingness to sacrifice and renewed dedication to‘thool principles

which lead our Founding Fathers to this way of life.

America spoke to a group of American business ﬁen. iHe said
; \ I
this,{("Don't send any more of your diplomats to South America. |

We are sick and t:i};giof American diplomats who come .o our
t ith ~-=the hing of Amo;d.na'.s_mud.amm.
country with one _idea preaching I

nto _c}g,a,nh of Amenca s materiakism—-you Americans.,
S it

-

Believe me, my friends, we had better get back into the

main business of getting the democratic way of life acrass but

Is it worthwhile;

most important the religious way of life. =

is it worthwhile--your while and my while.

|

ant-«’Hobab to accompany him he sai ome

[
\

4P1¢vuuze, /ZZ73117‘3¥o’
ve 1" ve got the two ﬁreatest groducts n the wo __igg,ggl}--'

dey_xagy and Christianitég, and you are not gh}éa%gi F) |

tEoE with us and we will do thee ﬁOOfLJ} What was the result?

' got to look ahead. Remember He said these things when His M

face was set toward Jerusalem; He said them to men on the
o e

subject of their following Him, and they are illustrations of

the great principle in the l4th Chapter about the cost of the
Lrwan. \-—-30“'»04?""9?91'( -
religlous life, "o Pk Ady .

11, Is it worthwhile?

Now what is the that?

it costs_that, the cost is

erefore, the value can never be stated as what

I gain, but what others gain., I wonder if you understand this

pointeally worthwhile? @am I going to answer it?
™R

gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" If you ask if

the religious life is wcrthwhile’ would ask if the
s

irre worthwhile?

Well, Iakhink it worth-

to Christ and begin the

in a friend, a.gitness, a s__% s

oes this mean? It identifies you with His interests,
-

His purpose. Christ will have a friengfwher ngézz%g&'Christ g
will have a friend where gog‘%érk} If you are a man .in that

If you will give yoursel

while.
“—-

religious life

. and a citizen to His kingdom.




store, Christ will hqve a purpoge and a friend there., Christ -‘

will gain a witness-=that is one who is a sample for Him,

the Word unless that

'E3 )/

7

His servant, ie can operate through someone who is llis and .

show how His power can work. Chri;:\will gain! If I can but

lay that upon you tonight that it is worthwhile. That will be
/

one of the first worthwhile things—#Christywill gain because
‘1".!..! _jL.-fg_--——

, for the sake of Christ and God, It is worth-

you gain Chris

while that yousshould be good, and religious, and a Christian.

gain in the world{)\ What will be

Second,) there willlbe
e —

gained to the world? Well, let me numerate,

will b To live

a tesﬁimony to the spiritual and the eternal

the religious life will really be a lif

with God=-it will count f ((Dthe Lord wills, E: will do

L will live so that the

>

world gains one man at least who_liyes as though there were

the best I can with this or that.
a God and as though there were eternity. Itidsa great gain

in this age. There is so much life that seems to shut Him

But the world will gain more than that if you are

out.
religious.

You will become(ﬁ;s fiehtine fg;ge,, You will help wage

é
!

religion, bu will gain a witness when somebody becomes

|
|
|
|
|

;

His wvar.( Dr. Dale)was once asked 1f he belleved Ln

any prices He saiéE\"Yes, even at the price of war,"

¢ T '“‘\

becﬂiﬁw. a Christian man you are going to fi,

everything that spoils every other man in this world, You
will be full of sympathy. Is it worthwhile? Of course, it ils

worthwhile!

¢ champion, was in CEEE!EIIBX‘
[ S

St.

This young boy was

————

literally starving to death. He said to this young man, "Come

and I'1l buy you some food."

"I don't want any food, I want

the_money." "Well, I'll not give you the money," he said, "but

I will give you the food." "I'il_ggf_ff&g_if," said the young

man. "I want the money." Finally Richards said, "It's the

food or nothihg."

—_—

Richards said to him, "Why was it that when your body was

So the man ate., When he had finished, Bob
C— ,_,_..—7 T

literally starving to death for want of food, you want the
e

Tt s for my cause," he said,
I would rather have monez for my cause tgeg foog ggr m; Eodg."

Do you knowdnyone Bmongst us who has gone withoyt 1 for
— -
our goz;;ggzﬁi or for o urc

Do you know anyone who would be willing to make this

money?" "I am a Communist and

sort offa sacrifice for religigi\or the religious faith which
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\"‘ ’ The man _gw go; he was one of those independent men
'\ - who gatd, "No_thamk.xou. I_do not care to be %ood. I will go

% (my way."

- Then Moses said, "Cqme with us and thou shalt be with us

{W" lle went, "Come thou with us and we will do

. thee good," no. Perhaps he ought to have gone, It is quite

. true that@oség:could do him good, and”tlg_mmpm_ni&_od?'ﬁ

people could do him good. )rhere are thousands of men today

[ R t—

-y

to whom that indication does appeal.

It will do you good to be religigus. But you can be the
- I /
eyes to someone else 1f you are. (fou can_do somebody else

gggQ_ifﬂxnu_azeﬂﬁoligiauﬁ:) If you are not careful--you ought

3 to be careful--about the perfecting of your own life. It is

only by submissign that one--Lord Jesus Christ--can help us
-—:;::éfi < . ——
through lis love and is our only hope.

Let me state again that there is a cost to being a
Christian but the value far outweights the cost. If we only

could say, "I will yield mysélf to the Lord Jesus Chirst--

nothing of self and all of Him," s {

-0

/‘




The man Eﬂ&ﬁiﬂéisg go; he was one of those independent men

who said, "No thaglyou. I do not care to be §00d. I will go

ny way."
Then Moses said, "Cgme with us and, thou shalt be with us
instead of eves,"

thee good," no. Perhaps he ought to have gone. It is quite

true that(ﬂoses}could do him good, anq_ghs_ﬂnmpany_ai_gg%;s

people could do him good.j)There are thousands of men today

e i i
DI

lle went, "Come thou with us and we will do

to whom that indication does appeal.

It will do you good to be religiqus. But you can be the

/
eyes to someone else if you are. (fou can _do somebody else

gggg_ii,xnu_axe—xeligicuf;) If you are not careful--you ought

to be careful-—about the perfecting of your own life, It is

only by submissign that one--Lord Jesus Christ--can help us
e B , —
through His love and is our only hope.

Let me state again that there is a cost to being a
Christian but the value far outweights the cost., If we only
could say, "I will yield mysélf to the Lord Jesus Chirst--

nothing of self and all of Him.,"

/’



