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JACOR'S YICHT OF WRESTLING

Cen. 32

THTRODUCTION :

The night scenes

vet wonderful. By way of

the banks of the

ad to he done. And this is

fe of Jacoh. Fere was the(ﬁrobk Jbbok7>

flowing into the Jordon. This river hrook had 4’mvﬁterious sceng to take place
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on the banks. It is a wild rocky stream that comes down from the mountains of

Clload and Bashan - and joins the Jordon on the ?aat ,ﬁ%ﬁd»ﬂav between the_sea of

,,/

ﬁlﬂ ‘e and the /ggggéa It has clear hlue ggibr as it flows and there is great
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growth of oleander which lights up the vallev with a brilliant color in season.
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Thﬁsfriver is Mnd at sowe points, vou may_cross it with
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gase. It is a dxy be or ha?f oﬁ tbe vear. The hot sun_ - the Meavens burns down

‘ like a deep channel. However, in the

the main stream and all the hranches are transformed into a foaming

furious torrent that fills the va} ys with the roar as the water runs swiftly and
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the strong current comes down to the banks of the Jorden. Here and there are green

I ¥ s, it is uncross-

trees and at places the river is very narrow. And at other place

mile and 1t must have a current very swift when

the rains descend.

Thev tell us that a qnur.

> with bright flowvers in the
LS L

e, And the table lands
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around it are dark green fovests of open
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not far from éts junction with the Jordon/is the
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Jbhok s éordgf How this was a place where vyou could vﬁw
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talong the

Jaceh dn his flight from his home had( s am ?‘

stream carryi staff with hir - carrying all of his earthly possessions in just
a little shepherd's hag. is returning and he

e ewuld(%%}ect 550 Jkheep, coats, camels, and oxen for just a
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hrother Fgau. And vet, have a rultitu
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left as his flocks filled the valleys,
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As they travel along, leaving this lonely exile in a strange land io which he had

/ country and of course this was at the ohedience
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of the divine command. And he comes down to the fords of Jhholk and here he is searching

for some divine protection.

y like fleecy clouds

e e

res and saw in the open day as if

»Foroa and moving with him

lit were -

el Wﬁ;;(ﬁ@m.
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U%Zggw;ﬂnploc fue@v lonfat ket%el bnd T 4m certain that he 1&301 @n in this as
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V., 2 tells us that Jacob saw them igi:iﬁﬁﬁisa As they moved w1tw him, ng h%J%da
There jof us who live in a matter of fact ~ a and we are
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apt to think that this man Jacob must have had z wonderful 1ife all vwrapped up as

wt he could see Gpd's hosts among th e hills and he could see a convoy of bright
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angels like the burning clouds of sunset hovering around him.
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RdtQéZiﬁ;ESZii’/{; always negarer than we are apt to suppose. In the dark hours
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of trial, the ang

"'?

rels have not vet forsak sen the earth. Mor have they ceased to protect

the homes and the journevs of good men.

s

kenterta4ﬂed the divine megsengers
Jente ined the i MESSeNgers,
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world is all about us. And it is living inhabitants are our fellow servants and

The spiritual

companions. Thev work with ys. Tt is not from any want of interest in the affairs

;

the wogpld in/ancient

/

Than when he/speaks by

when he spoke by miracles, prophetis,

e

@fr%LEEF word Jand his providence today. (I Jis no Qﬂzﬁgg_that rests upon our

T

shoulders, There is no pain that touches our hearts. ¥ithout our Heavenly Father

mring. (ifjwa do not see Qnﬂﬁ1€ come and take us by the hand and lead us out of
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danger, as they led Lot out of Sodom, it is not hecause they have ce
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ggd to come,

Or because they fail to guard us, when we need protection.

2 time when God was dolng more to govern, instruct, and save
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the world than he is deing right now. To those who look for him and the tokens of
his presence we see manifested evervwhere the voice of God -~ it is in the wind.
Every path of life is over-shadowed by his glory.

Lj@f eed onlv a pure %eart to see God and he speaks in all the discoveries of

cience, In the dinventions of art. Fe comes.

as God's hosts gave him.
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a8, han who

excuse to do violence, hlood-shed

to sweep down upon Jacob's herds -~ destrov the keepers, drive off the cartle, and
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use them for their own welfare.
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Jacob) was not a man of war. Ve had no
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111l with the use of the sphere or the
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Bow. or the syord. We has no guard of soldiers that are armed. ¥He has only some
20w, TG )
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herdsmen who were guiding his flocks. Fe was not prepared for any such

as Fsau.

coming withhs 400 men.

3.

/about some of the wavsf;accb uged tofﬁandlg,rhe criaigﬁdealing with

i
the hatred of FEsau. This grudee vhs
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brother. Te gent first of

them Fgau that he

e 4 v
groups/)- into two bands. Te was
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neople that was with him and the flocks



flFsau comes perhaps he will just 1limit
sau comes | L

his slaughter € one ccmpanwx ind the other company will he able to escape. And
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so first of all Jacob thinks ahout protecting his family and flock, and oth
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200 ewves,
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20 rams), 30 camels, f\ ggﬁﬁ(ﬁgggj Fe gets all of this present taken frov\q
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his herd, auﬁ he is going to have them delivered to hia hrother Tsau. FHe is goin
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they are going to have ung”EEZQET‘ firvdaes
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will he 2 qnacpxgetﬂﬂpﬂ them and then there will bhe anoth drove %%L
he savs, vou tell him V. 18 - that we have sent P¢m a
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present. And so the gecond will say the same thing when he comes to Fsau. STow ?Wﬁkz% ‘f
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Jacob sent a noble present -~ not of jewels of fine garment but of cattle and wmlmala

- to the number of ind I want vou to note how it was carried out. When

thebs first drove meets FEsau, heqwill say, who are z u and what dis this. And he will
say, we're 3ac0b serva Mnd this is a present from vour bhrother. After
am%ﬁlo?L”g;ﬁ will meet the. qeco irove. And he will receive the same qusstion
and the same amswer, WNow if you can {n ) this 1ﬂﬂi,uf mind ~ if this is repeated
. jx ‘ > — . v -
over and over again, as he metf{five successive drovesVy Jacob had wisdom in that as
'je )' - " AN
someone has said. drops of water drop, drop, drop. Will wear away a rack)
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And so maybe the (first) impression glances off. Dut after awhile, one will stick.
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Now it does not seem to me that the madness of the man in the world could have

remained wmad until he got through meeting those herds And this was one of the ways
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/ III. | PRAYER { V. 10-11, 22
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in which Jacobh dealt with the problem that he had. ¥He presented his presents unto

sau.
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We take up the subject of prayer. Tow you will remember this was
" T e —— .

Sﬁgﬂﬁsgbi 1 T,t‘hat night on the rive at Jhhok'® rd.

_this solemn | CCGUﬂth59LWPGﬂ hlwgelf and the Haavenly Father.
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ovn many sins and he is going

/ .-——-.,.3‘\
ﬁafetv qu@tlmgé call upon CGod in great
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near. Cod sometimes open rww pit of destruction
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and men will call upon him. They mav have been praverless but th@y will say, Tord

help me.

1

And{there is no goed thing}i@ the world which a man cannot afford to lose if the
1 ;
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each) /him to ¢call wpon GCod dn 1 uﬁhTo and ferve nt prayer.

7

st

T

Jesus ptaught that men ought always to pray. That they must need to pray as a

necessity and as a privilege.

@ (i

lany man thinks he “aq\?ot time to pray/~ let him ask who glves what time he

has and whether soc long as praver is neglected.

et him s fail in business .




to suffer, and even to die. r God Jeaves that choice up to a man as people say

— e

—- I am so busy, T have not time for prayer. If any man says he has no time for
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prayer — let him observe in this. As a litt!

hungry. Dvery Christian can do that of

once it would he better to die than not

trving to perform

1o from God. He has

this -

adonted other me

he tried to nrotnct family A a wise thought-

un his peonl

roup would escape.

Ps
he selects and sends a 5EE from
oS-
his wvast herd as a present to Fsau.
Vs
1= -~ the dav is over, and 21l is resting in the
gy 48 f : Lot
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silently acxoss the Tord of the river. And he went

repless night on the

o

could no

E‘ﬂ§> It was a gre at cont 11(1{& }\é ),ﬁ
W Nonime —  Frarrn O
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}u? ratﬁev bea é&cﬂ with f go he left thewm sleeping. You rewmember
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" Jesus) tha
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agony, left his disciples ent away to pray alone

P N
Yow this was two hest partrof I human

aupplication. Fwvervthing And here he is-alone with God and it

is night time. Jacob's night of wrestling.

Mothing can make our souls purer and stronger than coming alone for an hour

Iy ’ e



yJithe grasp of a strong hand layed upon him.

~

ig might to cast this one to the

hours., As a(%eal hand to

..

eot1q}“\ich goes on for
/
arty seemed to speal a word.

am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and

of all the truth, which thou hast showed unte thy servant: for with my staff I passed

over this Jordan: and now I am “erﬂme two hands.,

thee, from the hand of

ny will come and smite me,

the mother with the children.

o

an

- He gi} the nisefand the covenant of God., Thou has said unto me,

21y do thee good and make thy seed as the Sﬂb Qf the sea, which cannot

be pumbered for multitude.
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and there wrestled - with him until th

=
=
fo)
'J'l
;,..:

ing of Jacob was just

a drear, or a vigdiow, or-ecstasv.
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think this man Jacob§6;;rejmot lose his hold

st for the fear that he should be thrown down to the earth and

.

at Jacob ~ how

re we watch thiﬁ(éggm
Or

vonderful a man he was. Fe knew that he was (p touch with the L;pﬁrmmatuffiz Mow it

“hat night, T am more amazec
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is not said that Jacob wrestled with the man. Put that man wrestled with Jacoh.

There ia(go}quegtien that Jacob wrestled too. But the heginning of the struggle

was on the side of God. Tt was

o

£
Amd<§o&*of?@w comes and intercedes for us.

Jacoh calls him Cod,

And he was the manifestation of the

1.

Somebody in the story remarked ahout one man heing he
l hold - he would not let Jdooge. You might Lut
e, R F
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I will not let2

1 » Ty 2 e o vy =t F -~ b rs
he held his prip, And that is

thee go
N

ooy of praver
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then runs off, hefore anvbody
e
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comes to answer 1t, just makes one we?itianﬁ He will never succeed,
7

5f how his
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t him a history
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lesson as a child. COne night he was telling *H@/ﬁ
y

&

ailed by 10,000 Greeks. Fow the Greéks broke the ranks of
B ~—7 Sl

ed ther to the ; And the Tersians got into the hoats and

the Greeks grabbed the boats with their han ds until the FPersians cut their hands off,
SCRs &t the oC _CUL Laell Rand

And then how they aauwhr hold with their teeth. Intil the Persians cut Ehﬁirwbeaéﬁ
“""“-—»— i

/ .
, 13 od up in hed 1 /:?

hed and yalleg<\nq0r@h

A

" ‘ \ -
I ypset the vhgégwhOusaj‘ Well now, there was thehggFrat of praver,
And the angel said to Jacob as they wravwd - what is thy name.

- and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out

RS
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And Jacoh dare not turn loose or
re 1 DUBE

and

the contest still went on, the



mysterious stranger put forth his rese

g

ve power and brought the struggle to a close.

Te touched

- and he was no longer a strong man. But
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in a woment hefore -~ he could only hold on. And he has gained

his wvictorv through pravers and tears.

Mow remembergg} stranger

that wrestled with him that night, was the incarnate son,of God. That mighty he}?ey

/, / P ———— /

that comes to help us and takes on human form and enters into the bodily struggle with

his own servant Jacob.

26 /- Let me go, for the day hreaketh,

except thou bless me/ This poor stricken lame man now

2less me g _ i3 says, L will not let you go

11 not let thee go,
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until vou bless me.

At the first dawn of dav, of the Tastern sky, we seesa strange and a wonderful

thing happen, Jacob is crippled. MNow hat any further, The man

Jacaob But it does not say so.

4
t

ht have d

one it at any point - hut not until Jacob had wrought with all of his

streng

Tt was when Jacob discovered that
his strength was ebbing away, he could no longer resist the power. And T will not

let vou go unless you bless me,

=
b's (foice Jat this time must have be@mﬁé&cked“*

been his last sob of a defeated man ~ a man defeated by

-
God, in a struggle and Cod had prevailed over Jacoh. And Jacob had reached the place

<vhere he had prevailed and won a vietory with God.
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PROM HEAVEN |

And this takes us in V. 28 forward.



called no mer%\ficmh§ st thoupower

‘/
men, and hast prevailed,

s earth is the man who has power

with Cod. For God is almightv, And he promised all the needed help would come to
b

the closet of praver, men have raised their faith, and have joined the

55/fwith Cod.
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In every nation, in this world - there are those who have cried for freedom.

fnd men have prayed all

n degperation. As John Hnox -~ give me

Scotland or I die.

\ . . .
dare_all in the midst of hazzards and uncertainties and we must struggle

e T e

through the light and darkness.

dav will give up their

2

asgions for lust - ﬂod’u angels will come and smite

anvything that delivers vou from the hondage - vou

of redemption. Rememher this,(Qodiis verv near you in the darkness - in the mystery

of vour troubles he is

|

ao darl to me as now.
L _fare
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But now Iin{God's providence he comes teo learn that lesson. And sometimes
! SRCE L) B COPe . . S50
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the sad mistake of not knowing that God can give us a hlessing
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2 wonderful thing, to be
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name means that he is

isfla new mam:yjﬁ regenerated man, appen to al

L, or Cod. Rut they have gtrumgled‘é§£§ a demon and
e “,=.—“.‘_~=:?c/

%gag; hard, and lonelv., Just as Jacohb.
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thousands of S EOT And hold on

[

soulg ht )that need

e e

he angel, and say to the angel of your experience ~ how hard

T .
o

1111 not let

s

o. Izcept thou hless me,

[

i

» 1
says tha

all have most reason to seek and to desire. Tven a dungeon or a phone in a palace

without the blessing of Cod, is dark.

This would dry up all the human sorrow in this world tonight. If all men could
be persuaded that the first thing they ought to seek is to prav for Cod's hlessing
upon them,

/ y‘

30 Jacobh/called the name of th
;T -
&
the river hank,
4 2T Dank

it a new name.
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as the sun was




there and spiritual blessings come when a man desires them.

R

The name

M

W

of God's free grace.

th God.] In this place T saw God.

Tmderstand here, it muﬁ(g place he rveutlpﬂ
N

Face to face - and God preserved me.

b

t was the praise of God, and by Poﬂ s mercy tt at he
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And so this is a tremendous truth to remember in the 30th verse.

\ /
m Tt tells us limps awayfand has a memo and wy. ag he is
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there is _no reason to lool upon this as a reproach, vou knov

er unknnwm} whom still T holdr

but cannot see.

of day.

praver and power with Cod, the grace unspeakahle I now receive.
Through faith I see thee face to faceiand live.,

4 In wvain T have not wept and strove, thy nature and thv name
ot / : b g

preacher needgginWﬂv with CGod and
T

, I think power can be found.

with men, And right here in this

Yow we can go over the things in the RBible werv hurriedly hut here is a pas:

could spend all nicht on. And not really evhaust the glorious truth heve of tl

mMan .



left howme

to eves rested

o0

e_daughter -~ held up at the
</

child wvaved to the father, a fond farewell.
I — T

trip on he had g _vision of that little girl. Ehe vose wp in his

W

memory and filled his heart. But he was never

he had ling of her sudden death., Tt ¥ hlow. But as the
vears went by, that Adsion of the child waving him to him. It seemed

set her pward to

~

-y

i .
his eternal home. 1 woul@fgopigive that m@gggg?for all the gold eq_gﬁggag/;e said.

T would not

B e S

inspiration which it st:r within him, *0? all that the

j v e a, " —
world could s, 3 LL:;AS s ks We Mepen Aee Miz_‘ﬁq A ?{dﬁ ﬁ
S 7‘*@»?7 A ol Wishing o be cdme. Se o YEw misl towcedtle Jome *“75 se

Freal" Thal

}ﬂm’ Coru pod™ aecomplat. T e bl Tt Tekes Cowmy bment, /

new knowledge of God.g ind that is life's
< Waed= C

createst hlessin ﬁVT ve seen Cod face to Fface #Tg v vearsihhave gone by - and now
. A = sPle WY

the turning point had taken place in th
13 g
P
road. Az thé éoc/;ﬁoox ed down on Jahbok and Jacob was filled with dread. and =

4’

suddenly see the angel come - and all night long the map nor

the angel prevail. And the angel touched his thi and there his name was changed.

And somehow tonight T wish that that mid-night wrestler frqm that brook would come

1.
e

down and cast upon us a mighty challenge. That we might desire our hearts to

revived,

- TN ~, T 4
A - e E i S a r . P i
Py W% //Z&antei 33— Versel\l)-Afsau ran and met him, embraced him, and jiissed hlmmf/
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¢ /Xﬁg’had diSarm,g)this brother and the lesson 18 a lesson for all of us to understand.

> T

It is an old story - hut it is good for modern times. Vhy not go back
# ’ 2

1 man has not changed. But the values here are permanent. Jacoh's

| /&"LQ“Q 3 ittertoune, oAond . T Afgzw S
e ’ ::é f\/«i M*w’\,%e.,, a/w—um(# Ay WJ’

f

night of wrestling perhaps mavy be #%e challenge that vou need to discover.
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gress of Jacob's spiritual 1life “~@é§stf

rom earth to Heaven. And what a glory to

—

at the top. With a stone. for a pillow.

And the angels moving up and down that ladder.

acover tha

]
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1&%@%% had attended him

.

is no longer a drear by nicht - hut is clear in the
. i - 1%

were camped before and behind, and they kept him
[ ———— = e T Ml - i

safe,

= We have this third and final thing in his spirituval life vhen Jehovah'
. ~ : I

‘avgeTicawe near and arﬂroacwb” hisg fellowman. THere is terror and here is joy. And

vet, Jacab found that{he had hold of the Alr

7.y And there was a revelation of

s

divine love. There was weeping and wr@"t11n9 as that man saw Cod face to face

and did live.

£ aﬁvapc& in divipe life. Tn the Christian life, our

steps toward Heaven must he taken one by one., MNow the path hegins with him at Bethel

when he sees that ladder and he continues until a more perfect day when he has that

encounter at Jabbok,

lesired to know the name of the angel that he might somehow honor him.
S T

Put that request was denied. That he wmight not he too proud of his

conquest.

What good will it do thee to know that. And the discovery was reserved until

he taught to call him Shilech.

bl

But instead of telling him his name, he gave him his blessing. And he blessed him




and opening all the gecret places of the heart and let Cod's infinite eves gearch.
fTven Jesus found great strength during the great trials by stealing awav to the

solitude and place of quiet.

There is no jov, or duty, conflict, or sorry of 1ife, that we could not handle

better if we would prepare our hearts with praver.
. e

e
If we would butkept out of the(éggh of temptation that we might discern between
good and evil,
1f a4éff?g man or a voung gir1>neeés the strempth to pass his trial or temptation
- W%”// — I = SR

~ they need to pray.

> world would succeed ~ he needs to give

yd- ; 1S
\ -~ B
his life over wholly to praver. We will not be disappointed. The 5§*nilqr1§)will

find that even in the last days of life the best, even standing in the shadow of

death, there will be peace when he pravs.

If anyone does not &

ow by personal experience how much of Heaven is promised

hope that vou will cet this lesson from Jacoh.
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As (Jacob Ms

£

alone, nothing hroke ¢

S

silence of a night, save the water running

down the mountain river, and an occasional ecall of a herdsman keeping his own flocks

in the distance. Tn all of these hundreds of vears there has not heen a time when

4

a solitary man could spend ht where Jacob was without peril to his life.
—>-ary man e ,

There was an intemse desire, and has been for men to explore that and to tell the
4"‘____.,1—-—‘-’\? N -

.

story of the wandars. In Jacob's robhers, murderers, lions, wandering

arcund.

Here in bows down to the earth.
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