é&%«% Wanct 2018 50 Pm MXR;?:;’IW e

JESUS CHRIST, THE CRUCIFIED

I Corinthians 2:2

INTRODUCTION :

Last Sunday our thoughts were cemtered upon the resurrection of Jesus from
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the grave. I would like for us to reverse our course a bit and go back to

just before the resurrection to the cr/g,s. was writipng this letter to the

church at Corinth, one of the great pagan centers. And the one thing Paul concen-
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trated upon was preaching Jesus Christ ‘and him crucified. This was a stumblin
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block to some, They felt that it was an increditable thing and he preached that

sinful man must look upon this cross to be saved, (What, he was saying was that the

cxoss had to take place, that it was an inevitable thing that must hagggn. And there
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was no escape from it.

It took place becausq:EEﬁzygg_gigjgl and sin was opposed to God, and the grace
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of God was essential to man's need.

I think that if you would understand the significance of the cross, you must

understand andzggégggggi;ﬁé]it was who died there on the cross. And we must remember
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that he was a Jew, that his name was Jesus, and that perhaps he was a good man -- the

best man who ever lived.

ﬁ&igﬁgs_ﬁggglmade a statement in one of his classes about the greatness of Jesus
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- that he was %EEXE—EEEL'QI“E;l other men. And a gtudent)challenged his statement and

said that the pa‘r_'f._l_ag of Jesus were so O'.F'_c_l_i;l_g that he, himself, cgnld__‘%rit____g_a

parable that would equal in content the gsignificance of the word spoken by Jesus. Now

Dr. Kern said that if the student could write such a parable that he would pass him for

the whole course and he would not have to do anything else in class. The young man

prggiggd that the parable would be forthcoming. But within a few days, however, he

reported to his Professor that he had accepted an impossible assignment. How true!
When we think about the destiny of Jesus and of his greatness, and of who he was. 1t

is our duty to understand him and to follow him.

The(iggg)ogrggssiah:ah%g_in the life of Jesus is this fulfilling o divine

mission. As Messiah, Jesus, carried forth the program that was historically unfolded
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in the 0l1d Testament. Now it goes back to David, Moses, to Abraham - the father
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of the Jewish people in the flesh, and the father of all who in any nation or time
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attain righteousness by faith. Now Luke says that this purpose goes back to the

time of__gﬁgi}”ﬁﬁamfﬁat it is as brodéras mankind.

(Frgawhis baptism on, Jesus worked toggég*program of God for him as one that

would be executed through tragedy and through suffering. It was a fierce struggle

to carry out God's purpose for him, and for mankind.

But this is not really the deepest level in answering the question to the

cross — who was it that died on the cross. We do mnot really reach that understanding
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as long as we consider that Jesus was the human side. We must see that he was coming

from the divine side of reality. ﬁgﬂﬂas_nnr_simply_a_%%g, not even a sinless man
@

moved and controlled by a divine mission. But here is éne)who was abiding in the

fellowship with the Holy God. And more has been said about him than any other man
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who ever lived.

The(EEggg tands for the settlement of the issues of human life and destiny on
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eygzx_plgin. The cross must therefore stand for God's plan, God's action, God's
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settlement of the sin question. The cross must be God's solution of the sin question.
e

(ng this reason the cross was something that had to come to pass.
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Again we ask the question, ho)was it that died on the Cross. And we will have

to say that it was the son khimself incarnate in a human life. As a matter

of fact we find that that issue is dealt with in the New Testament. And that the

cross was placed where God himself was meeting and dealing with the problem of sin.

That the son of God died is the great fact.

II. Who, or what was it, [that put Jesus to death.

In the first place we wanted to see who was dying. In the second place we want
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to determine concerning Jesus, the crucif%ed,(whag)was it that put him ES“H%E?i]
/

Another way to state this question is, what were the -that killed Jesus.
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Thé:;;E;E}way to answer this question is simply say that é:i)killed Jesus.
e

Well, now that is Eéggﬁput that is not the full picture, of the force that put him
to death.

! First, religious prejudice? Jesus came in conflict with religious people who

were entrenched and men who were entrusted with religious leadership. They were

comfortable in their leadership. They had inherited this s and Jesus came with

many radical ideas so the leaders saw that if Jesus continued that his teaching
&.—._._.__,___7

would destroy their system. And when ﬁg;;;ébegan to teach that the good of the common

_ggd even to sinful outcasts was to be put above even these ordalned things which they

held as the law, it was like a revolution, focd. Yrtdon , fro Aﬁfﬁ;ﬁ St “’52%7“‘
B 1 ,,Tmfwvag ,MMWM,ZM%%, V&MW,M uhq/w-w% Awleny).
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- Jesus even taught the people that what[gﬁ;;; @fé,had no religious sigﬁiflcance.

That it was his inner purity that counted and not his observance of some rules or
e / ——— .

regulations which had been imposed upon them by Scribes and lawyers. Mark 7:14. Now
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such teachings ran counter to the idea of those who had been the leaders for gener-

ations. And it would overthrow the leadership of the teachers of the law. From this

standpoint, these leaders then, could not accept his teaching. Andﬂéglyas looked upon
as dangerous and they were looking forward to putting him to deaEB; That is why he
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had a ﬁigil trial and then he was gggggmnﬁd_hx_zii%ge where at last he would hand it

over to be put on the cross. Now this line of thinking was carried even to the cross

where they called him the son of‘Egd, the chosen of God, the king of Israel, the
—_ s o

Christ - the king of the Jews. And they'eigzéég him with saying he would destroy the

temple and rebuild it in 3 days.
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Second, it was the other force that helped put him to death, they had been looking
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(for a deliverer!!a Messiah who would come and relieve them of the hatedeomaqyoppression.

Jesus claimed to be the Messiah but he was different from the kind the/people had

They looked for one that was going to be a political type but [Jesus/ identified himself
’ -

as a more spiritugl or religious type and he called for repentence and a change of mind
___‘___-—-—""_"'-_-

on the part of the people. And he meant a complete change of life. That the people
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would change their nature. Now this was not easy for the people to grasp. And the

people had their prejudices and fhey)felt that anything that_meant life would surely

give them economic secur%Ey, would give them political power, and would also maintain

religion as they knew it. They also made Pilate(éé%é that his stan@iggngigh_ggmg_was

in danger, this his pride and jealousy, and fear of his loss of political power, was
set in motion against Jesus. They were necessarily and essentially opposed to him

because stood for an ideal and a type of religion that meant death to them. Now

these sins were controlling powers of evil in the lives of men that helped to put him

to death and put him on the cross.

}/Third, we see another thing that is involved here with putting Jesus on the cross.

It was the/will and purpose of Gocl.'_ This is something that on the day of

Pentecost said, Jesus was put to death at the hands of wicked men. And that this was
e

done according to the dwl and fore knowledge of God. Acts. 2:23.
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Peter gives both sides of the question. And it is a consistent idea but how are we to
i

think of this in relation to the wicked forces combined with the purpose and mind of

God. As being consistent,ert that everything in the world that takes

That would be dangerous to deny that

place i direct expression of the will of God.

God is God because he may prevent some of these things.

But th@elates o the cross and the will of God asg apn expression of the

j’u_B;_t;l'._Cﬁ of God, in bringing about moral freedom for man. Man finds that Christ is his
-

substitute.

Hence, the@ of Christ becomes an expression of God's love. Now this view

we must not rule out 100% because Christ died to the end that he might accomplish the
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purpose of God and in the parable tares, Jesus says the tares represent the son of

the evil omne.

Sin) and the multitude of sin were the things that put Jesus to death. Jesus was
i mes

the incarnation of God in human life. And(gin} as that which opposed God and all good
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opposed Jesus. It hounded him all his life and it sought to prevert him and to lead
—_ s 7’

him away from his purpose.




Jesus, affirmed himself to be the son of ggd and that the(EEEE)COndemmed him

ig_x_'__ig_. He was classified as a@ in his execution. He was put between

two of these thieves at the time of his death. The sinless son of God died the

death of a sinner but he didn't die the d a sinner because he was one. But
7 —————
he died the death of a sinner because he was ju osite. If he had been

w}lling to(E;;;;;;IEQ\with the world, if he had vielded, he probably would not have

gone to the cross, At least-the viD held this out to him in effect when he said,

./-/,"/ -
worship-me, and D\ will give vou authorit; of the kingdoms of the earth. You do not
e

need to suffer, take the easy way. Now this is just the reason why Jesus died because
“—-———\——___"————‘

he was uncompromising in his righteousness.

(€;>order that he might save others he spared not himself.

There has beer{ much talk3jin the world to the effect that OIM

going if he follows the path of truth but the experience of Jes%§ does not indicate

that this is so. Because the lives of the Prophets and the life of Jesus suggests

just the opposite. The person who follows the path of truth will find that he is

¢~ brought in deadly conflict with the forces of evil, slew Able, I John 3:12.
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The evil man resents the goodness of the righte man because the righteous man's

goodness opposes and rebukes his own wickedness. This had been true at all times

and at all places.

Jesus wasﬁﬁﬁmmpfaﬁigfﬁggiﬁ_ﬁié devotion to God.] He would not have a divided

allegiance in himself. And(::ﬁo not believe that Jesus wants this in his follqggrs.
q______‘___-—-—-—"—_-'____'“

He was a m followed the goodne of God-and he made war on sin and evil and
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the world couldn't tolerate such goodness because it condemned the world. And it

S (exposea__ the sham of life in the world of that time. the world had to change
or either fight back. decided to put him to death. What he said here about the
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world goes also for the world's religion. TFor the wor}d's best religion which at that

time was the religion of the Jews -- Jesus own people. (lley came into head-on ceollision
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w{fb_ghg,:eligiqp, its tradition, its comfortable respectability, and its Sg%fZEEEEEfE@

il ===t
goodness., Qfadecided to kill him. (God;had endorsed Jesus and byﬁhigkggsurrection he
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certainly didn't honor their religion. But ﬁ:g,had pulled the house down upon

themselves.

The(gég;g)of Jesus on the cross was inevita%ig and what would have become of

the atonement if the Jews had not killed Jesus. The death of Jesus however was

— not an accident in history. It was the result of coming together

with the moral forces of the universe. Now(i;}did not take place because he was

—

bgrn just when and where it was. It was not due to the fact that Jesus was a Jew

or t that he was born in Palestine. But it took place because sin is sin and because

God is God. (ff]the son of God should come at any time from Adam's day unto the
mive — L et 2 =] el
present, the Gospel tells us that the son of man must suffer and die. It could not
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be otherwise when a holy God should come as man into a sinful world. It was not
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an accident of history,(ijlwas something that had to happen. The world was dominated

by sin. And when God came in the form of the flesh, then there was a great conflict.

Now thes on the cross was not just to manifest e sentimental loyje>

toward men to change their attitudg toward God and life in general. But it was the

result of a moral and inevitable result of the cqming*tngetheI_nf_th_ﬁiBiOf_mﬁngiEuLﬁ

the holiness of God in the life of Jesus. It is God's ordained method of meeting sin

as guilt in the world. So_far as we can se see, God had no Other_EEEEEEEElEE' That God

,,,gxnahﬂsipC;glihuxlmggn§§_§urrender tg__gg;;g_gyg;_;g_;hg_;ule_ni‘si*' And God

was compelled to do something within himself that he might redeem men.

III. What was the/resulg;of the crucifixion of Christ.
. *

What happened because of this tramsaction.
we /remember the resurrectiong Jesus arose from the dead. This was the
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first transaction which we must remember. The thought of Jesus and of Paul not only

was the death of Jesus seen pre-figured in the Old Testament but his resurrection was
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pointed out as well. Luke 24:26, I. Cor. 15:3., It was the death of Christ that

brought salvation and God accepted the offering made by Christ for man's sin. Now the
rous

resurrection is fiot)some kind of a post script that is an after-thought. By no means,
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it is represented as the vital messa_l;e of the New Testament. It is .something

just added on, it was something that was the very heart of the saving work. The

fact that he came into the world as the Holy One, the world being dominated by sin,

and sin being in direct to the mora God, the deadly struggle

took place and Jesus was put to death. Well the thought was that the conflict that

resulted in complete victory. But the resurrection came and théiiiiﬁ)nf man caused

the forces of Hell to set upon Him to destroy Him. But the coming of God into the

life of man brought judgment and Jesus was judged as not worthy to live, to put him
T
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to death. But at the same time, that brought on the death of Jesus, brought about

also his resurrection. For(égéfwas led to 1ift him up from the dead. And he broke
i ¥ o

the bonds of death. It was impossible that he should be held by death since he was

divine.

The death of Jesus under the world's condemmation which is the other side of the
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result, is that Jesus rising from the dead was an expression of God's judgment on the
SUS Lialtl S O SR i

world. Now the world had judged Jesus as worthy to die. Butﬁiéa)had judged him worthy
7’

Eg_liyg,& And in raising Jesus, God had condemned the world to die unless there should
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be a reverse in the judgment.

econd, another thing that came out of the death of C@E}st on the cross was a

V S
new life, for Him,| as a grain of wheat he fell into the earth and died. And out of

that death came new life, And it was an abundant life. Jesus as the Messiah was

willing to suffer that he might be glorified. Now we who have Christ must suffer.

(Eég;;ggg_ggg_ggxwof Pentecost tells that Jesus, whom the Jews had crucified, Gad had

made both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:26.

Being the living Christ, he was given in authority in Heaven and on Earth in

That he had a name that was above every name and one

theﬁzggg;;gg&igg. Matt., 28:18.
—

day all creation, all things in Heaven and Earth, and under earth will bow to him.

Phil. 2:5 and 11.

And linked closely to this is that not only new life comes to Jesus through the
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cross but(fizgpgh Chrisgxcomes new life to men. The New Testament gives us the

view that we are saved by being given a new life., A life that comes from fellowship

with the crucified and risen Saviour. Jesus conquored sin, dea and rose from the

dead. And those that share in this wvictory, the victory becomes ours.

! =
<§L was God's method of de with sin, particularily sin as_guilt. Now we
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must remembef that God was not forced into a_corner by sin and forced to do something
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about it. But God, in the cross, dealt effectively with sin and dealt with it on

¥
his own as he chose. And conquoring this with his own goodness, it was not just an

act of defense but it was a case of forcing sin off the field of action. God gave

hiELghg_final_xgyelaL%£9 within himself and the final problem was not suffering but

sin. And is a central problem of the universe today. God rovided a on
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to the problem in the cross. Victory of sin in the resurrectionm.

b In the third place, we read that the(cross)brought about the complete grace
i e =004 =,

of God. A Gospel that was coming in the grace of God that was free and man could

voluntarily respond to God's grace, God's free act on the cross, man in him, would

find a blessing. Not as a slave.

In the Old Testament we hear the forgiven of sin in Psalm 32351. It is a clear
i

expression of the depth and the goodness and mercy of God. But when we look beneath

the surface of the cross, we come to see that here was death, on_a Roman cross revealing
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the grace of God. And the grace of God as being in control of this umiverse.

Therefore, ag a great theologian has said ,(we) do not need to bow to the super-
ficial shrine of the:ggg of science because science takes the process of induction

and follows certain formulas, but when science goes over into the field of religion

or qggg}ggy, i ?EEEEE;EQYQI—thE human experience. He may be a wizard in science
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but he may be ignorant in the field of religion.l The @ reveals that we have a

God of grace who has tender compassion and gives us the whole reaction of God against
e 7

sin. The éros%)compells us to revise our thinking about the power of God. The cross
— .= —

has been said to be foolishness to men. And that God chose that which is foolish to

men to reveal his wisdom. Ie chose the weak things of the world that he might put to

S e
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shame the things that are mighty. I Cor. 1:18-31,

Now that His disciples were not to fi%ht back and resist evil men, and the

enemies but What! they practiced was the thing that was to be put to the test. Now

the ﬁéggg%§>could have saved his %;ﬁe hzfggmpz%gise but he had power to deliver him-

self and rather than this, hg_EEﬁQILﬂd_and_auhifiyed, to the treatment at the hands
Tpr—n

of the enemy,

Fourth, th crogg\dpmnnqtrared that sacrific;\is the law of life in God's
s 3 & 2= o] 1

universe. Sacrifice is the price of life everywhere in this world. It is both
- L ———
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true in the animal, the human realm, think of it. CE;;;E}is painful and life begins
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through toil and suffering. The seed must dig, that new life may-spring into being.

And this we find demonstrated in the hearts and lives of people through the ages.

at the cost of sufferingf thsical 1ife; TEE;} and ggi{i;ual @gyglgzgggg come

4 _
Fifth, the @S,i reveals the/self defeating) nature of sin. Now this comes to
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us out of the Scripture in many places. Sin defeats itself. Man who schemes to
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exalt himself is sure to fail. Who gives his life away to Christ and others saves

. it. But the (man)who takes up the sword will perish by the sword. Matt. 26:52.

One who plans to destroy others destroys himself.
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Ecc. 10:8. A man who digs a pit for another man to fall into, falls into it him-
—_ = PSS
self.

The sinner brings to himself the doom that he _would bring on another. Rom. 1:18-32

reveals that sin is its own punishment. &éerg)is a true sense in which a man sends

himself to Hell. (Man doesn't have to wait until he dies o to Hell, mEEZ_EEE_Ehglli

now. Some people cannot escape Hell because they cannot escape themselves.

Now Eﬁgg)does not mean that God has nothing to do with a sinner's doom. He has

everything to do with it. A man cannot live a self centered life and be happy. The
kind of moral order in which God has created, the stars must stay on their course, and

deep tides the world moves. But the selfish man cannot be happy because his own

moral consitution makes it an impossibility. The self-defeating nature of sin is what
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it is because God is what he is. And in the heart of God is the cross. And out of

the cross flows the liig_nf_:heyuiéfg;se. é%ﬁaZL, :5v~t fﬂirﬁfxdgﬂﬂ —_— 5744;—‘07p =
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Therefore, it is(no) accident thaE_EBg_E;ggg is at the center of the Christian

5;i£g: And this principle is one that we need to heed. The way of the cross.
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In the yeatiég?o Galveston) Texas, had neyer ha rricane. The U. S. Weather
4

Bureau sent word that one was coming. They urged the people to leave the island which
e -_—

joined the mainland by one iron bridge. Those who lived on the mainland took heed.

But the residents of Galveston went out and looked at the sky. It was calm - only a

gentle breeze was blowing, and in their indifference and in their selfishness they
—_—7

went to bed. During the night the gqg;}g_hfsgze, turned into a strong w%Pd, the

strong wind brought the tides-and the water broke the bridge like%me next

morning, the city of Galveston was virtually gone.

L WA(EESEIé in America refuse to heed the warnings of Gods word. We are Eggigg_,,-
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in the sun of the gentle breeze of prosperity but one day this breeze will be gone.
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And sp will gq the mation that has lost its fear of God and its reverence for the

cross and place that God would have the cross in our society. We have lost our

sense of direction and we have lost our fear of God. We should ask the question which

way to the cross_and this way to the cross and return to the Christ.
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