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worthy" - The word worthy in this cas@am}sufﬁoiont, and

Com——

he was declaring that he did not feel that he could offer to_

Jesus ospitali W
It is almost certain that

a worthy home for Jesus to enter.

theC(‘&\ngu_xi.gn_kneLg_ggeat deal about Jesus,)for he had heard

him say "foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests,

but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head". He was

familiar and he realized that his home was not good enough

for Jesus. We also connect with his opinion of himself that

he was not worthy himself to come into the presence of the Lord|

The and/i,‘;Lnal opinion that we discover here is that

of ouL:_g:_;(And he will d eclare that he was a man of great
tatih,

Let us now come and look at the matter of the Centuriang
and th(ag‘in—iﬁor_x‘of' Ei_ms@ He ;aid, "I am unworthy". He

spoke of himself in a self effacing faith. He first sent the

Elders to the Synagogue, whieh he himself had given to the

people. It may be on the human level, he imagined they would

have more influence with Jesus that he personally would have

had. Then when he found the Lord was apprgagyg his dwelling
he sewmﬁiends s, most probably of his own kin,
with the request that he would/Speak the word of healing] 411

this was faith in action.

1.

JESUS SURPRISED Luke 7: 1-10

We consider the story of the Cemturian, which is also re-

corded in Matthew 8:5=13. There seems to be some(descrgpanciﬁ
bobgon the two, but they disappear when you carefully consider
these two. They talk about the Méick slave)
of the Centurians. In Matthew &t does appear as though the

Centurian came to J eaus/;i-i.mself, and presenteﬁigreqﬁes-t;;m

and received the answer. However, infuke), it didtinctly

//
said that he sent the elders. We know that there is an old
___’—"’—ﬁ

éatin saying)"What one does through others, one does himself".
There can b/e no reasonable doubt that that is the explanation |
of these two accounts. Iuke claims in his ,m_x?(&g that he
traced the course of all things accurately, whi€h means that

he sifted his materials.

In all liklihood this@ did not even meetjg_g;nuj_aLIJ

We see this scene in the New

but reached him through others.

Tes tament which reveals th¢ atmosphere of the Roman Govermmen:

The early stories are connected with Roman _‘t_,g;ch_a_jb%on, and down

through the latest glimpse of hispory in the New Testament
in S
is that of a house in Rome,/which there was a prisoner, named

— ————

named Paul. So we are conscious of the Roman Empire all the

way through.

We cowﬁ.ﬁm@hﬂnﬂi@ We

read of Lm_g;l?ns, of B_a_ﬁds N Of‘iygf's 5 OF Cer'x'tf,?lr:i.ans , and

-~ —(' 7
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soldiers, and in the N, T,, we are brought into-contaot with

|

seven Centurians, and the remarkable thing is that everyone

of them presented seems to have been of a A fine type. They

were all men living under(discipline> and that in itself is a
., ¢ .

valuable thing.

ii ﬁi Sﬁvi = This story is peculiar in that this slave did

not come to Jesus in his own behalf s but rather there was

another who interceded for him, and who had great convietions

about it. ’lh.ia;gg_g_[g_s_(@a_r_a_uzgg) accompanied by grevious

Qain) and from the account of Matthew, we discover this s and
p—1

from the account of Luke, we discover that the man was really

considered< geady to die.) The he had this paralysis, palsy,

and that it had been a I%time, and a dangerous illness,

i~

and we probably have here aése of progressive paaalysi@

that was attended by muscular ségrgg* that perhaps affected the |

respiratog system, and where death was manifestively immanent

-

and inevitable. In such a case there would be symptoms indic-

ative of (great distres_s) as well as ‘ﬁmmediate_gla.zg.ey' to life.

Anlinstant cure), and certainly one that was perfec ted

at distance from the patient was semething thot was never
dreamed of.

We know that r;lost of his cyr:eélwere dope in the presence
of the patiemt, where their frien%s were present, but this

healing of this slave was done at aldistance) and here was

. power that could amaj,_dj.m_” of a mortal soul, and recall

life by a word spoken at distance.
e e Centur - The character of the Centurian may be

brought out under many, many points. Wy shall consider some
of them. There waséreat cgnceéh-\}iw
and cere for his servant, .8 slave that was especially valuahle
and dear to him, just as a son.

He was a‘man of reverence,) for such religious light as
he had already obtained. He ;}red the nation. He had_built
a'@gg;o_ggebfor them, so the testimony says.

imself in/& modest way,) as a gentile and
. He thought of himse [ )

a soldier, umworthy personally. to go to Jesus or to have Jesus

come to him,

As we think about this Centurian, we are going to discover

three opinions)expressed here. the

opinions of the @uers) of the Synagogue. They said he was _

worthy, It is good to remember here that he was @MEQ_I;

but a gentile, and that he had proven himself to these elders,

that there werd

He has build Synagogue, showing that he was an oute=

sider, This was furthur proof that of the fact that when our

Lord spoke of him, he memtioned his faith. The Elders said

that he was worthy.

about this man is the

The opinion that we shall discover as we think

prinion of himself.

He said, “I__a_gl_r_}_g_t” i



. -
He was _a Commander in command of ®rtain troops. He was a

superior commander, perhaps at Caesare,g s and the word of his

command was sure of obedience.

You remember th - Onward comes our great commander,

gheer, my comrades cheer. Now this is the idea of the comman-

der as in our English language, inuusage of the wordy its a

strong one. We speak of a commanding mind, a comm
0d, a_gommanding wil),

a commanding presence, a commanding voice - it means excep-
re P .

tional power, ilﬂzﬂjmity_mmg. o know that

at the command, of for example, ﬂ'lg_gglgr__tum_j_;,

He can stop and gi,ﬂ..ﬁﬁth;g%al, he must stop. As the

Pilot of a steamer haum;‘_;( » those under him hawe the

———

power, but he needs to know the coursg and decisions to

follow it. Therefore a real commander will have authority,

power, knowledge, skill and moral force.

For example, @aéoleoﬁ)was reviewing his troops in Paris

he let fall the reins of his hopsecupon the animals neck,

and the proud charger galloped away before the rider could

"Much obliged to you

Captain®", said Napoleon. The man immediately believed what

the Chief of the forces had said. "Of what Regiment, Sir",

. the b_o:t ones.

fie think about the work ofﬁumility) Ne look at the

7
tops of momuin____w’jggﬂ; nothing grows
See how bare and barren they are, and then look

at the quiet low . valleys. They represent humility.

there,

You see how beautiful they are in their greeness and fertility

ont with his son out to the(whead) fields to see if

it was ready for the harvest. "See Father", said the boy,

"how straight those stems hold up their head., They must be
Those that hang down their heads as if they
were ashamed cannot be good for much, I'm sure." The farmer
plucked a stalk of each kind, and said "Look here_.my boy -
this stalk tha t stood up so straight is light-headed, and

almost good for nothing, while this that hung its head so

. modestly if full of the most beautiful grain."

Jesus must have been awful bugy, but he was never to

busy to hear the response of a mans need or call. This man

senfi, he felt himself unworthy. He said,"Il am not wortgl".

.He felt that it was unoecessary for Christ to come in person,

that Jesus could speak and say the words.

“Af. ter what Iihave done, I have no right to

pray or expect God's help". .And we might certainly say that

is true, and it's wonderful that he reallies that, but_no

person is worthy of the goodness of God. The t hopeless

person is the one who feels he can buy the-favor of God/,




through good works. The Bible tells us race ye are saved,
through faith, and that not of yourselves. It is the gift of

God not of works, less any man should boast.

@e of us are deservi;%s } allgof‘ﬁs are in the position

. of the son who said, "I am no more worthy to he called thy Son".

We all need to stand beside the @n}tant publican)in the
o (i
temple who prayed, "God be merciful unto me a sipner",

e need to say with the ésalm:.at,! "the sacrifices of God

are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart=Psalm 51:17.

Another thing that impressed me with this Centuriaa was that

ée believed!t.hat Jesug could heal this sick slave without

being present. We remember how James said, "The prayer of

—"
faith shall save the s "..,,-..-@ There the faith

reguired was not in the sick, but rather in the person praying.

Of course if the sick person also expressed the faith along

with the one praying for him, that is all the better. But it
is not always essential. The same is true in reference in
praying for any need of another, if we pray with proper faith.

@Wwﬂt you to pray for them?)

These I take very seriously, and over a period of time I have
>

seen so many results from prayer. When we pray for a person,
=

we ought to first try to fix clearly in mind that persgn.

Then we need to seek and get clearly in mind, the tpee Christ,

congentrating on just those two together. Then we can see

Ta:
that there is some reason why that person does not take
hold of the healiing hand of Ch::ist. If that person had the
faith he should have, he would probably not need my prayers
or your prayers. So we , and we 1ift him

or her up actually into contact with Chr_?.at.

We do not know all about how this law oper‘aj;;_s_ -

neither can 1 explain the laws aboub how a television
works, but I can sit in your home by the television and

watoh a program-in New York. Because I do not understand

felevision, is no reason why I cannot use it: And here is
the great power of prayer - we Wu_h!_wg,red,

and we have prayed for people who have been gick, or who
have been spiritually u@ggnour:@gpred, and we have witnessed

God's healiing.

This man believed that“q'u.st a worg would do 9

word from Jesus. For he himself, he saidfg also am a

wmn&hnri@ Being_a trained officer in the
army, he recognized mg_z_nggn__i,ng_nf_pmﬁn_and.gughcmm_,
and he realized that Christ was a man of authority and

power in the re_g_l_mmgﬁépirit‘ual. The Centurian could

que a comma@ and set_in motion the operation of certain

laws of the govermment, sg h he felt that Chr:.st could speak

-

the word and move certain splritua], laws into activity.




12
strong convictions or extraordinary semsations, and they are
not willing to accept the bare word of God in Christ Jesus

“ as the basis of faith.

He was convicted that Christ could cure his servant gt

oncg? and that Christ could heal him from(a dis tanbo_) Jihen
-

we consider this man when he heard of Jesus - perhaps he had

heard of the numerous healings - how favorably  does he

contrast with those who swwu@mm@

He makes (oo cLai.m);o his own right to the ministry and the

-

mercy of Jesus. dJesus uses this for a warning - reminds his

hearers that thernational priviledges would not secure
salvation, His faith in itself was so great that the Lord

had not found the like. It was so promgt, it was so profound,

it so honored the grace of God, and when we consider that
ey

T —

this man was a Roman soldier, and as matthew tells us he

was the Morning Star of western faith. That he was the

first among many who would come from the west and sit down
in the Kingdom of God - and they have come.

This man was consecrated, wrapped up in _f_a_i)tlx_, for he

was a man of authority and he knew how to obey, he knew how

to carry out a command, and he did not come half-heartedly or

grudgelmgly, in a timiéd way that trus® a little, and then

have some misgivings, but hﬂas in total belief. He

S 3
and Napoleon delighted in the confidence and belief of this

common soldier, that hdg word counted, and he replied, ROP

my guard, of * - and he rode away, As soon as the
Emperor left, the soldier laid down his gun and said, "anyone

. who likes may take it over.! And he left and headed for the

owf staff officers. And so the soldier became the
Captain of Napoleon's Guards - at his word, at his command,

A William Prince of Orange wgs invited to come to England
7

and be King. He promised certain offices:.to his friends. He
gave them written pledges, but when he offered such a pledge

to the man who was to be his Lerd Chamberlain , that noble=

man replied, "lour Majesty, your word is sufficient. I would

not, serve a King, if I could not trust M@n-his word,"

That saying pleased the King, and he who showe_c_l such faith in
Should we not be willing

him became his favorite minister.
to take the word of the King of Xings? The Centurian knew
that he coll_d_(gy_,gg) and that it would Le dong. And he
knew also that Jesus had the power and the authority. The
name of this man does not even appear, but he knew that there

was authority, and that back of the throne there was power,

TII. Jesus is surprised, We come now to look just for a

moment at the surprise of Jesus. He was surprised at the

Qa-ith of this ma;)_ W, know that he recognized his faith, he

—— e



10.
understood it, he appraised jt for its full worth,

Of course, we know that(Jesus knew all things, but we

read into this an element of surprise., ¥ are told that he

(nxarvq Eed b,

He wondered - he marvelled at this faith.

_____ -

in the mind

of our Lord.

his fellowmen in Nazareth.

mans faith, and He drew attention to it, and he spoke of it.
——————

—

He appreciated the value of this mans faith.

recogniged this Centurian, OMM& under him

— -

For Jesus had

in the court of King Herod, and who was a superior officer;

And over him was the Emperor himself with the final authority,

with their system as they had it. Ang under him a slave;) and

a soldier was nol.p.emimed_i.n_a&ha_hag_m.y of his own,
his time was not his own, hu_.dmsa_naa_chgen for him, his

food was cho.ig for him. Under the laws of Rome no soldier

could hold any possessions, indeed he could have said he had

no will of his own. This Centurian was one under authority -

-
he revealed it in the life he was living, he showed it in his

submission to aughority, which fit him for the kind of work

he was doing, and every march he took and every action he

——— L e—
- —

-

o —

performed he did under authority. "

We must got forget that he had soldiers under him, that

he exercised authority - that he said to one go,-to another
A o

lhe Mfaith of this Centurian, and the {L/MM

He recognized the greatness of thg

supreme importance in order to understand what he said to

“dl.
come, to another do this, and no question could be asked.

His was 100 men, and he had the same obedience from the 100
N——e—

men as he yielded being under authority
And this is the, man ﬂhom gésus uig;)"l have not found so

e o——y

great a faith in all Israel." This man did not say to Jesus,

"] am a man under authority, but rather I also am a man under

authority. The importance of that little word also is of

Christ. It recognized the fa¢t that Christ was under authori
and therefore was in authority.

We must not forget that(Jgsus in his earlier ministry)at

Bapernaum has healed many, he had healed the_nobleman's son

by a spoken word, At any rate this man shows a remarkable

apprehension of the trufh concerning all that Jesus was doing.
He ever acted and spoke in the consciousness of the throne of

God, and of his relationship thereto.

Christ knew all the man had gope through to arrive at
faith. \A man who is not a real christian sometimes shows

a trust that might well put to shame some christians,

This man had had few advantggy, but he seized the first
‘his man was ngh a
{g}w, but he was a ggn}le, a l}};’ggn, a sg}g}er.

This man 6id not _ask for a @, Some want to feel some
\ T —

opportunity with ernest, sincere faith.




a
brought even Hme small things to the knowledge of Jesus.
Little faith never carries any trouble te God, but great faith
will carry every trouble.

It was (éreat Ecagekog the need mentioned - his servant,
was sick of the palsy, grev-:!_._o_ug_]:y tormented, afflieted in body
and soul, a helpless incurable.as far as human skill is concer-
ned. I picture him as something like one of ouré_;g._ggr§ yas
telling us about his own experience Some years ago, that he
was down in bed and sick, i%_é not ___Q:;;:»o_fted to live‘, and ‘i‘:.)r
two years stayed in bed, and lost weight - nothing but bones.

HE said that God healdd him. Now there's nothing to hard for

God.( Great faith lays hold on the greatness of Christ.)

It was (g [ the &)

e )
the word og, no Mts !’ " was asked,

.
1 LILK D

there was noﬁf";ktéiﬂlﬁ
things or means to be trusted, only" his word - his great faith
asked for i - promise . '
ne._signs - p wlone It was great when we
think of the argument used - "I am not werthy, I am under

authority" - and he was not proud or boastful, but he was

humble, he was childlike.

It w’as('g'reat because) of the results that followed = AS

thou has believed, so be it done unto thee. Christ answered

in full - nothing was left to be ddsired.

It was(gfeat becausepof its commendatio% * I have not found

so great a faith. " Jesus knows exactly the measure of our

1.

" allowed for nothing. It was ne half-way trust with him.

This was sole dependence upon Christ and his wil;. He
o~

came to Jesus for a cure

that was needful for his slave.

Their faith was real, and may people would have though that
——————————

they needed some external or personal comtact. Dut this man's

faith roao(nggxg all these restrictic:@ He needed no help

of sight to encourage him, but believing that this disease

would depart at the word of Jesus.

f °—‘i:—7l slow)we often are to trust the Lord until we can S€S,

how and by what means He can deliver us. If we trusted Him

wwtedy and ttm_gqggh;', wil_l_i,g to leave all in His
mighty and gracious hands, we would never perscribe to Him
how we would have deliverance come.

And Jesus will never forget this man's humility - his humble,
(4

He was worthy, they said that he was fit to make a

Ihe rulers and Jews thought.

tut he

heart.
personal application to Jesus.
highly of him and they thought that he was a great man,

gsaid that he was not even worthy to have Jesus come under his

roof. And Jesus was mindful of this man and Jesus had never

seen such great faith.

(How did this man get this faith?) Where did it come from?
= &

He was pot born into a home with christian training in early

childhood, as with many of us - perhaps, he knew nothing of




H'

godly teaching and godly parents. How did he get this faith, |

\
what were the steps? 1

| |
quainteq_ - heard about Jesus. #, are not

told so in the story, but it must have been true or else he

Maybe he met gesus per-
sonally on one of his tours, or maybe he had heard about him,

or he went to hear him preach, or he: had witnessed some

would not have seought Jesus' help.

miracle that Jesus had perfermed.
N —

Yet he got acquainted
somehow with the power and the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
That was the first s tep.

Ve read about another thing that helped faith was -
He had supported the nggt_xz The Jews said he "Hath bu:.l_p_us

a Synagogue". Now, no doubt if he was interested in building

a church, that he perhaps had attended some, and he had put a

ot of his money and his effort into the building of a church

building - and it not only enlarged their building, but en=-
larged this man's faith.

e @ird thing that helped hin in his faith was humility,

"I am not worthy to come in your presence - I am not worthy

that you should come into my home." Now a_congeited person

never finds Christ, and what is worse he never even desires
to find Him,

As long as we feel that we can get along by our-
selves, we don't need faith in Christ. Faith is developed

out of our realization of our own weakness.

T ——— T

A5,
The @éxi step into his faith was this man believed in other

pecple. Ve see his congern for his sick servang, a slavg.

am——

We know he was interested in other people beause he helped
them build g_;g_h‘ggh, and he was unselfish, not thinking about
hi_glg_e;;. I doubt whether many pecple have faith who are con-
stantly critical of Aot};eg » and who hold spirits of envy or
They naturally will not feel the

ill-will in their hearts.

—
right attitude toward Ged, and wi}l be unable towalk in
faith.

<Our Lord was §urgrised» although the most remszrkable instancs

is at the beginning of the chapter - He parvelled at all in

| ]

the most surprising thing of all. The records shows us that

Jesus ma: fficer, th, and on another

cccasion in Mark 6, verse 6, he garvelled at their__unbﬂ.y
h, some have no faith at all - Mark U:
Lo, sw - Mark 6:30, but here is a man who

had great faith, and it was grdat for many reasons.

It was whe we_thipk of who he was a Rgman Centurian,

g Jew. How would his faith grow so great if he had not. be-

lieved all that he had heam of truth concerning Jgsus. Great

ith is ed i idst of greatest di 8.
When we think bf the occasion of it, hisw

he believed that Christ had compassion for the poor and the

ailing, and he was not like the FPharisee, but his great faith
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faith - what a precious thing it is in his sight. He does

| 1ove to be trusted. He saves all who believe-Acts 13:39.

Without faith it is impossible to please him - Hebrews 11:6

| ¥
\
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