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& "JESUS AT THE MARRIAGE"

John 2:1-11

INTRODUCTION: _
Jesus performed Qg_‘s‘rmiracle at aw{cfea_sbt. Where a w%ggding was in progress.

It was no trick. d: signe#?, which is even a strong word than miracle, is
TR Yoy N TR

the word used here to describe this gggdf””TE’EIVés*ﬁggg;g to his Messiahship.

where Jes had gro up. . was very prominent and
Cana was(é%;xfargfrom here us g~—£&7 P /) Was Vvery p nt,

probably had some kinfolks in this area. I am g{advthat”qug told this st

way it happened. About them runnin miracle -

of refreshmggts at the party.

someone has said - is a transgression of a law of nature. A miy may be an vent.

That transends the or i our religion by the fact that it
is a miracle of God. And we are what we are. It always results in good, and establishes

the right. The mj

of Moses, and the time also of Elijah, have great interest

for people. But this miracle on this occasion was extra ordinary,

And they had invited some of the other

bpisciplés,to come. And for various reasons, theggipebv qi}ailsé. ~The entertainment

gered. And quite often, we know that Jesus appeared in

of the guestshad been en

hard times.

h%at this wedding. By the way, we have undergone

a revolution in the last forty years. In which it is difficult to be polite in

Americ;jyfhz;\zig\19¥0fsﬁ we had an era called the(i?e” decade

Every‘gép asserted

ST R )

his Syn ‘rights. And if he wanted to have bad manners - well all right.
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Even we find a growing inter st today --(peoplg are tired of the rudeness.
,_ respond to letters from people who ask advice on manners and
- - -

behavior,

It is reported that 80

ow gi classes
epartment §F9?§§ around the country n g‘zg__%ggs y

to young children on table manners.

In the usine§§bwgg;§% we find that

gggeptyrgspomsibiiity that goes

K

with their new status. They are accustomed to men payin thedbills, the taxes, and

the meals. That is all changing.

In/Social)lifey-we find that there are ceremonies that mark important events

in life. As birth, marriage, and death.

1 or public, or whether it is private

a%i oﬁﬁ};fﬁi When there is a nggggg, *%5,
and formal. There is a solemn change in the lives of two peeple. The Bible uses
the figure of speech about the relationship of God and his people. The Hebrew word

for marriage is beulah. The name God promised to give the people. Isaiah 62:4-5,

today of Jesus attending the wedding, we need to

see that here is the beginning of
S
was a real event, a real happening that took place. And the people were w&;hggi)n

Now as we read the t

did Jesus in Cana of Galilee. And this

refreshments.
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in Houston, one night prepared to baptize some people. He got his candidates all
dressed. He had instructed them how to come into the b%Ptistry. And as they

walked into the baptistry - there was not a drop of water in the baptistry.

And Mary came to Jesus w1th this refreshment problem. And she turned to him

..... ——

in this hour of emergency. And told him what the problem was,

marrlages.m

to come in. As John records this story, we want to look at two or three things.

THE MARRIAGE SETTING

This marrlage @E§£2>dld not seek a great bles§§pg without the presence o the

Lord, So alled and his Disciples. And they went. And he

give them a blessing. Every occasion is holy when Jesus Christ is present. And

Wk Kéé&‘r & i
2/?& Ty holy season is a happy one., Jesus, heing there, there soon arose that need in

\l;E/// which they needed some new wine,
4

there was a ze. And Jesus had been called to 1t. On the

4

g2

3rd day, as we notice in V, 1-2, that is the reference point goes back to the previous

chapter - V., 43,

Jesus and his Disciples were in Cana of Galilee the day following. Philip and

Nathaniel had talked to Jesus.
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us. We do

in the story. She seems to have had a place of authority. The Scripture is fa1thfu1

in recording that when she gave instructions, the beloved servants obeyed her.

The marriage in which

as 1nv1ted with .hlsélsuplathat day, was not

anything at all like th "“marrlage that we understand today. It began w1th

,,engagement perlod which was as much or more serious, than our engagements today.

It was a solemn thlng, and could not be broken. Without some proceedings. The

would egm when the b 1degroom and his friends would come, to the house of

home and house of the bridegroom. Sometlmes at night a torch 1 ‘parade would take

place. From the bride's house to the bridegroom's house. And then at the bridegroom's

house - there would be a long celebration.
R SR

t forever, As .1ong

as a week. Friends would gather in the bridegroom's house, and they would celebrate

and have festivities.

As we look at tths miracle, and try to interpret it - here is something that

ha

fir_smt time. It is interesting to take note, that the first miracle

of Jesus was performed at a marriage feast. And it was not done in the house of mourning



or a funeral. Not at a fas This is enco ging to me. Because

we find Christians today who find it hard to recognize that Jesus ever sanctlfles

joy. Or was invelved in excitement. They picture him as solemn. But his first

bublic appearance here at a feast, a marriage, and one of his last appearances before
he went back to Heaven. Was with his Disciples at the Last Supper. It was at a

feast.

Now I have ,)

Squth Norfolk Be

are ga?lEEEQ,L_EQLhQI, someone w1llzgg;ve dessert‘
occasion is something that happens.

lot 9¢;;gg_about things sincq_read;ng this. Because here in

p;isx,Chumgh, we might well take that Scripture ¢here’two or

the

RLSER

Somehow I believe that a joyous

I want you to also notice th of our Lord was not éerform)

IR
in a t ple - but in a homéi/ The Temple was where Jesus worshipped. The home was

where they lived,

He came at the invitation to the beginning of aﬁngwhhom;> When the foundation

was being layed at the very beginning.

brlng all of the ggg;grand the customs of the world, and the music of the world into

the wedding setting.

They do not understand that a wedding is something that we can solemnize and make
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sacred unto God. And that Jesus needs to be present at the home and the place where

it is taking place.

He needs to be in your home_as much as he needs to be in your church., This is
a day when somehow we are working to re-incarnate Jesus Christ back into the home.

In this day in which we live.

The shocking things that happen out yonder in the world, ten or twenty years

ago -~ are now hagpepingwip‘the church. The things that we shun because they belong
to the culture, we have gradually moved them into the culture of the church. Until
pastors like to keep up with the world. And we have a column in the newspaper that

we read - and many times a great host of church members in the divorce section,

What has happened. Gradually the Lord Jesus has been pushed out of home. He has
been set outside. And, he has become a Sunday institution. The first miracle was at

the home. And the home is important,

It says this was theéeginni / of miracles. Th iracle., And that is

\( l' important for us to understand - for it destroys once and for all, all the foolishness
t .

////// about the childhood of Jesus. When folks comes to you, with all those beautiful

sentimental stories, Jesus and his Disciples walked into the wedding feast. And

immediately they were confronted with a problem.
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Th says when they walked into the ﬁe&syg, the mother of Jesus

“2 & )
\/ 2 /said to him = "They have no wine."

miracles of 36hn's Gospel, and in all the miracles that we read about him, you

It is interesting to note that in all the

never have a miracle that is not built on the platform of a problem.

And sometlmes when I have;dlfflcultles, maybe I ought to delight in the fact

that I am now getting into the place wgggg_ggg can_do something with me,v Because

- there are(t/)mirac

If there arvfnj)problem

I have something that he can work with.

They have no w1ne, said Jesus' mother. And that was

Why do we need a miracle. But as we study Jew1sh culture, this was not just a lack
5-——————..—_\*

- this was a crisis. For under Jew1sh regglﬂllnn§¢

the bridegroom's parents, if_ the faile

feast, and at the marriage. If they did not give the guests enough to eat and drink,

they could be taken to court.

Sometimes a little

And then you

the brldegroom and upon the parents. As a result, he got involved with Mary. And
P —

-

one of the most interesting things.,



Jesus said, unto her

ounds disrespectful and of course,

But many times our Lord used that expressiom.

that is not just a comm

He talked to the woman at the.well. He addressed her the same way. When he talked
e

to Mary at the tomb that day, and when he hW and saw his mother

standing there. He said, woman behold Thy son. So it was ‘a bad term - it was

just a term used in the New Te‘stament.

The interesting part is after he called her woman, he said. Voman what have I

to do with thee. Which ig Now that is

» |[woman, what to me and Thee.

the way it is written. And 1t 1nd1cates somethlng between the speaker and the hearer.
T —

e’

Jesus was saying to this woman, his mother, you are thinking about -M

~

is important to me at this time,

ey

One of the t@put it this way -- and I suppose every husband has said
. . e R R O S .

this at least once to his wife let me handle this my own v»;\a§

What Jesus was saying to Mary was, that % i e oY ,hgt . shewas

really asking, She was not aware of the situation. And he was looking beyond that.

We find that finally|{ sgid: i i to the.servants, what

\I/s\g.iﬁthynto you, do.it. 4[That is th .key) to all servant hood. We try to make it

compl}fz—rfed. Because the servants did it - they were the only ones at the feast

that knew what was going on. And when they brought the water to the governor of

the feast, he did not know where it came from. But I want you to notice, the servants

knew - they understand. The servant, next to the heart of the Master, always understands



what is going on.

Jesus took the instructions of his mother. And he began to the

‘7
servants - and he said to them, I want you to take these water pqQts, fill them

up with clqgg;yéggﬁ to the brim.

Now, the Scripture says here there were ) at-th L And I
already know what you are thinking about. Mentally you are thinking that those
water pots might have been some beautiful jars or urns that were colorful. You know

TS T

the kind that you put a plant in. You have it right inside the door.

It was not that at all - you can just erase that out of your mind. Those six

water pots, were h ge(lavers -

s, that the Jews

involved themselves in regularly. They were mostly for

eremonial>purposes. At
their feast, they used these great water pots to go through their ceremony of

cleansing. They were used for the -fee as they came in the

. 4

door. Then when they sat down to eat, the Jews had a ve interesting custom,

to take that ceremonial water and pour it down over their hands, on their wrists,

until it ran down over their fingers. And then down over their fingers, until

after they would eat the first course, then they would do the same thing all over
again, They washed themselves and cleansed themselves. And all of this water

is there for the purpose of purification.

The Scripture tells us(how such water was there. Those water pots were two

or_three ferkins| piece. Now that does not tell me a whole lot today. It is (like)

aqgg;}ho hould walk into a pizz
- %

Lo

_Store, and ask them for afcokéy And the girl behind

\/’ —— T




H'III. PEANINGFUL SIGVIFICANCE
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/.,Q/,/ +ev
the counter would say, do you want a 1i ©L,

And I say, what?, You know we are
ST g

. Oh, I didn't know what you
sefas
were talking about. Do you want a lltgz;gf;ggzgg_;;;ers7 And I say, well, I'll

going through some changes in our

take a liter. And bring it out here and you can see it - and then I'1ll tell you

whether or not I want it. And so you Q!B}i- o-a-pizza store and ask%fefwa5§¢¥&;&.

et

£ Cokeuand you see what that girl does. If she can do that to me or you, then we

bt SEIRE

have the right to turn.

Now a_ﬁark&ﬁ~they tell us was about 8 or 9 gallons, in those hggg»waterqpotg,v_

if they were all full There was somewhat aroun allons of water sitting
: ;;'_’: 3 e saumat

in thos?_iif_pgxs. Now, you might use your w11dest imagination here - now Jesus said,

take out of the pot. In another vessel and bury it away to the governor of the
i
feast,

This was just like the(lepe

ho wer -@ a

vered they were made whole. Someplace between where

df the feast was - the water miraculously

And the governor saw it and he tasted it. And most people, he

Jesus. Suddenly, the di
S y ’ . y B
the water pots were - and

changed into wi
- 4

said, used the good wine at the beginning. And when men have well drunk - then they

bring out the worst. But you have kept the best until last. That was a miracle of

our Lord. An abundant, absolutely perfect, excellent miracle. He never does it half

way.

Now from thls marriage and thls miracle, we find some meaningful things happening.
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It was like Joth1;14 - the _Word became flesh and. dwelt among us. AE§~E§"

beheld his Glory. The Glory as of the only begotten of the Father. Full of grace

B e
and truth,

When we read John 1:1

4 - our minds always go to the mount of transfigurati

And when we read those verses, we see how his Glory was-Set forth.
'——._.—_.——-—-—'—’—_*7'

Here in front of the Disciples, the

ry of Jesus was manifested. And this
has a Doctrine about the miracle. The results of the mirécie was thatythe
Disciples believed in Jesus. Those six Disciples who were just a few days before,
had been called, and believed him with their heads. But when they sawyhis power,

they knew that God had come down upon him. That he was to be the lamb of God. And

they believed the Gospel - that here was the Glggx_§g§_§%§;h.

2gpnd thing, I thlnk that we see in this story, is something of a

ﬁ (érspensatlona,"nature. We see here the law that was turned into the concept of
T g _ﬂg"

l . .
////// grace. Here was a beautiful picture - as Jesus comes and uses the urification

pots of Judlasn and he takes out of those purification. The old legal Judiasm

and he brings out of it a transformlng miracle, <§é§:§g§§)of Christianity.
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And what we have by way of our faith, goes back to the 01ld Testament

That we have in our Scripture today, in our Saviour, and in our worship
) our >avio

-- all of it goes way, way back.

But Jesus came and he took out of that - and he brought the new wine of

Christianity. And he made into one that which was or had been two, The law and

grace put together.

This is something of the(u;;egt"meaning,tovyou:> And I think when the force

of this passage comes down upon your own life, what the governor of the feast said,
and he responded to the wine that was presented to him - in that beautiful picture

of the difference between the way of men and the way of the Saviour.

. truth you see, every man at the be i

b ~asine

There is

pth set forth the,

good. And then at the last the worst. But thou has kept the good wine until now.

In this passage of Scripture, we see that when hrlst walks into a

situation he always t a new quallty. He has the upward touch The upward

B
s

look. And when he comes into our lives, it is always to 11ft to elevate, to make

us better than what we were. This is the glory of his transformlng power.

The f};etﬂpipge;e,of Moses, by whom the law was given, was to turn water to

blood. The first miracle of Jesus by whom grace and truth came, was to turn water
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into wine.

The blood speaks of judgement.

The wine of fullness of joy.

Even the commonest mercy in life is a rich blessing to the common man. Every

soul converted to God has been a definite and successfully operated upon by the

Lord Jesus - as when he turned the water into wine.

or with trouble_ and bitterne§s, and with awful sin in their lives,

here is one that you can hold on too. In our church, I hope that young people,

men and women will gravitate toward this. And know that as yodf;;;;a the Lord - things

(%et better, and bEEEEE! and better.)

Sometimes the Christian experience begins out of bitterness. Maybe it comes
forth out of somebody who has been locked in with drink. And life gets better. As

the writer of Proverbs says, the path of the just is as the shining sun that shineth

more and more unto the perfect day.

InV 10_f He affirms that this Glory will change your character. The last

state is better than the first, The converted life is better than the purest of
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unconverted lives, Christ can make that wine, which brings gladness without joy.
And Christ gives the best - the best joy, the best peace, the best hope, the best

friendship., And with the Psalmist, oh taste and see that the Lord is good.
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do not know hat your “needs are. (i}do not know what
<

want to promlse you one thlng. That Jesus who worked the miracle at Cana of

Galllee is very(anx1ous)§E_Eh;§_mgm§%; to walk into your 11fe and to change the old

water into new w;%g, He is anxious to take that which is bitter and sinful and change

v“are today v

it into that which is better. He wants to make a new
—rs

Made with God's help - you make yourself available for the miracle that the

Son of God wants to work,



