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"JUST LOOK AT ME, LORD!"

Luke 18:9-14

INTRODUCTION:

The @of(Samuel Brenc_;lg goes way back to _1883. He was a

1111 itious as a youn reacher. But he was
brilliant ?Egtor, he was ambitilou y JE_E,n

just ordinary. And then he had an unusual experience in prayer.

(Lor@, if you will only sanctify me, I will take the meEEEEE—liftle

appointment thefe is. And then he described his answer to prayer.

I awoke that morning hungry and thirsty - just to live this life in

fellowship with God. Never again to_sin in thought, word, or deed
WgemeSTEeE———— el

against God. With an unmeasureable desire, to be a holy man,

acceptable unto God. Getting out of bed about 6:00 - with that desire

T opened my Bible. I began reading some of the words of Jesus - he
eneaq

gave me such a blessing. I never dreamed a man could have this side

of Heaven.

It was an unutterable revelation. It was a Heaven of love that

came into my heart. My soul melted like wax before the fire. T
= v

sobbed and sobbed. I hated myself that I had ever sinned against
T T

God. Or doubted God or lived for myself. 2And not for his glory.

Every ambition for self was now gone. The pure flame of love burned
= e =
and it blazed like a fire. I walked out over Boston Commons, before
\7
breakfast, weeping for joy and praise. Oh how I loved God. In that

hour I knew Jesus. I loved him until it seemed that my heart would

break with love. I was filled with love for all of his creatures.
—_ = == -

I heard the little sparrows - I loved them. I saw a little worm

i i -
wiggling across my path. I stepped over it. I didn't want to hurt

anything alive. T loved the dogs, I loved the horses, I loved the

——



-

dirty children on the street. I loved the strangers who hurried past

me. I loved the whole world.

Brengle said ‘this happened, preaching meant honors. Now
-—F ol ———'—_7( 7

it meant glory for Christ. Before, preaching meant exhaltatil of

. § 3 . 3
2};. xhaltatlon of a Saviour. Before, preaching meant to
e —_

please. Now my preaching meant to disturb. His sermons changed. And

(é;g began to exclaim —Qéi@ black are my sins.

7

<:52turned do%g a ch%£%h built by the millionaire Clement Studebaker
) Vv

in South Bend, Indiana in 1886 - and he journeyed to London to train and

serve as a lowly missionary. This was indeed a record of answered prayer
R =" -

that would be comparable to what we would find in this passage of

Scripture about the Pharisee. ~ .
_ ‘. ropd — No ,hJﬂdmeﬂf & VAo, . M7 L ,/ ﬂjﬁl
‘799 21{1 J Maﬁ—b/l‘“‘ vadL!—‘é ; 9

; L Z-fi»:r,&{-—n . T - NUJ‘J[J( s by v Jl({r — ?;w‘ﬁ'u- Comm .m.“-;f- /oA 2 -éz-({, Nl

Sewdd

TAy f;w»if \ﬁw I Tt e+ Ll ol Al Ao A o Nowdl

— The‘ of the iseef/ is a story of a great sinner. . knew ntf

that he was a sinner and he boasted of his righteousness. This is the

story of a good man who went to Hell. And of course, the<?ublicanb the

good man, went to Heaven.
——————

In this parable, Jesus tells about the villian, and he tells about

the 2%59.

W
we say to ourselves, Lord, I_fhank Thee that I am not as that
-—-—7

Pharisee. Wg_Eii;_Qnghgiiggg the(?gggg)completely that Jesus is talking
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about. (ﬂd will be guilty of blindness - Jjust as that man. Rather, we

ought to put ourselves in his place.

L Now (actualli,; the@was a man who was en. In the

-—
religious circles, everyone looked up to them. They were the champions

of faith. The ere very liq?;g;al. They were called skeptics.

Why they didn't even believe in the resurrection.
—

But Q§£§LH§S a man who was in the temple. We might admire him - why

—— he believes in the(éetter of the 1aw3

o= This man was ddiscipline.) He did nwgin a loose way.

He was high on the standard of virtues. Why, he denounced some of the

-

worldliness. Why he wouldn't(éompromise with some of these things.
, < 5

. Another thing, he was‘éenerggs)) He tithed his ingome and that is

much(ﬂgz} than you can say about some Chrigtians even today. He tithed

on what he produced - as well as his income. Now this man learned this

principle, and he gave the maximum instead of the minimum.

Does the Lord want us to give the least or to do our best.

c— Another thing , this man was if;uper saigED He was noted for his

fasting and his prayers. He was dedicated and devoted to the work of




God, in his own way.

e

G )

i I agree with what Clodus (Chappell) once said. He was a fdecent devi;?
Everything about him was decent - he was drgg%gd neatly. His standing
in the community was exgg}lgnt, he was r@gpectﬁgle in every way. He

only gives and gave himself away when he began to pray.

Now perhaps, that may be true with most of us. As we look about what

he had to pray for.

}
V' No gave a translation to this in these words - "I assure
- ——

—
you that he was the man, in speaking of the Publican, the tax collector;

who went down home, accepted by God rather than the other man. For

everyone that sets himself up as somebody will become a nobody. And the

man who makes himself nobody, will become somebody."‘)
>

—— T wonder sometimes if you could just/visualize yourself/in the place

of this Pharisee. Now we have the same(ggajﬁypes of people today. We
=g = e

meet them on every side. Here is one man who says I am a good man. Look
'?’- —————

at all of the fine things about me. But look over yonder at that person
S S | ——7

- what a shame. I am so glad that I am better than he is. There are

other people today who say, Lord, I am a sinner. I need help. I am

guilty. And I need mercy.

- So these(: but >the came when church was out.
& R L —— = = i
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And these two men went down to their homes. One of them walked in a

very noble yay of ggise. Wrapped up in his own importance and self-
——

righteousness. Now the &theg man went home thanking God for the forgive-

ness of sins and the peace that he had in his heart.

Now as @EEQjEEELj&LQhEEgh, think about it. There are some pfgg}e

just 1;§g,;££s. As you think about their speech and their actions,

and the way they carry on.

X -
] spirit do you come to church.,? Here 1is a who

—

1 sinks down in the pew, and she sighs "I made it." I %ot all of the
S -_— e

children here clothed, if not in their right minds.

A ™
Here is another pair conversing, here is someone else, and whose

. . >
minds are not on the sq%gs being used in the worship service. Logk .

| over here is a man who is asleep.
— A —

—

N/ But yet 1 '
y n another EEW Fere is a person who says I_hope the sermon

is just 15-20 minutes today.
s PO

D -
And someone else whispers, did I turn the stove off.

Oh yes, I have seen thing - ; -
e i ﬂﬂw that Olmner 1S 1n Churcgi today.
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Here are some interested - worshiggigg. Some are praying, help
me to etter. Some are praying - bless him bless my sick
eto doj less binor-hgp, bless W 55
friend. Heal that one that needs hea%aﬁ, oh God. Give the EEEE%%§r a

message for our souls. Words of praise are being offered up for those

who serve. And there are words that are offered to visitors.

You know, if we had a wide-angle lens and we covered our church,

and that's the thing that Jesus did in this parable. Here was a place

+ of worship. And . focused in on these two men. These two men went

to the temple to pray}<§LukeErerrts Lhig. There were four hours or
= =
time for pra eff/E;,the temple courts. 9:00 A. M., 12:00 Noon, 3:00_P. M.

and 6:00 P. M.

We - now let us think for a few moments about this Pharisee at church
who said, just look at me. Now Jesus is preparing to teach something
remarkable and wonderful about prayer. People go to church for many

reasons.

~— "ill!!![_ I
oo Matt. 21:13 - the of the church said my house_ sh
) - all be called
it Y -

the house of prayer. But prayer apart from humility is no prayer at all.

~N
I. A DESPISED PRAYER

L B

The man made a @- here in his praying.
sl Cz::%}, he prayed‘with’hiijelf and not to God.

mm——
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-— As the(littl% girl prayed, Our Father, who art in Heaven, how does

I

he know my name.
e”&

Now that was unconscious - but this man's prayer was(félf—centereq)

He was very close to the altar of God. He was standing- too close to

the holy place, but he wanted the attention turned upon himself.

: ‘z:;ﬁ?;/a% 22»«“‘?!5) J ) ]
! Vi Says, that he also, while here = prayed(with/himself. Simply
___ﬁ+___1;:1==-_ —

boasting to others and letting them know of the goodness that he had

/_ 3 . .
done. Now (@ said the Pharisees lgve% to stand, praying in the market-

place, that they might be seen of men.
i g

It is @ot!the purpose of prayer to sggﬂﬂgif before men. But to pour

out the heart to God.

S This was the thing that{Dr. J Raye)uised to tqgg&ngggg%%;rs - he
was hard on the judgement of self-seeking spirit. Any of those who sought
to parade, and say - SiEEE.E_EEE?' Or even who walked around with a

Bible under his srm all of the time, or talked %%gg when he was on a

street car.

He had t things aboum There ought to be

<F;§ellectual sincerity, personal honor, financial integrity, and mgral
WISy e S e oo A S ﬂ =

guritxi;>ﬂe said these things should be so noxmal and so nat
ural, that

o oy = g

_______ P L T 2. A i D I 5 i, T S S T



he learns that he is one.

Howsszléé;;;;)a man may be on the inside, Dr. Raye said, let not

%;EEE_EEQQ_EEgg; it and put it out for show on the outside. He said
it was very dangerous for men to M managing and talking

organization and budget, or else a man will begin to think - this is
— C_-\
the way we produce spiritual results. We talk sacEifice, not making

sacrifice. We talk loyalty, and not showing loyalty. What he was

saying was - there is too much siigte and Aot) enough shoot.

¢V’JE1;::; Pga;iﬁee‘desgised othe;£> He counted oth%;s as nothing. Their

opinions they vayggg_;iitle. Their lives were worthless, he felt that

God could not possibly love them as God loved him. Pride caused him

to elevate others by belittling then.

- I read of the prayer of._simon Ben Jochai. (we are

only two righteous men in the world - I and ny._son are these two." %;

1
there is only one - I am he./
_gf”:"e

The Pharisee lifted himself up and put others down. Lord, I thank
o -

thee that I am not as other men.

Now there is quite a(éiggégéggg in that prayer and the other man's

prayer - who said, God I thank thee that I am not as others. So he

despised others and he prayed with himself.
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When old Simo the yaves - he cried,

14 {
Lord, save me. It was a short prayer. He did ﬁoﬁ pray for the
e ﬂ

begefit of himself - nor for the benefit of the Disciples. Instead
— T2y — S

of showing off,(he needed helﬁ?)
C.__-——-—-:;7

 was sinking

st ety

e I read a @‘ of a who(dreamed) that he went to church just
.

as the janiEor was closing up the building. It was almost dark in
A—

the building. Up near the roof, the man saw some birds fluttering
about. They were trying to ggEfgg; of the church but could not find

an opening. He said to the janitor - what are these. They are some

————

i S
of the‘éraxg;sgwhich were offered here.today. Only a feyw prayers

get up to God. These will never reach him for they are mere words.

rd A ——

The prayer of the Pharisee was like this. And I am afraid that many

such prayers are offered today also.
E——

—

The thing that this man prays with himseq; - the Pharisee was a

man who was a separate one. He lived by rules that covered every
v

movement and every action each day. They separated themselves from

the ordinary business of life. They cut themselves off from their

fellowmen as well.

Now they were not bad men as we think of bad. They knew they were
ey,
929g4 And they believed everyone else to be bad. At least morally and

spiritually inferior.
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Jesus said, that ngone were so far from God as the self-righteous.

™5
~— As 1isat in the corner, eating his Christmas.pie.

he pushed in his thumb and pulled out a plumb, and said - what a good

boy am I.
A=y

Il E}/’ .He prayed with higgﬁ%f.

There wastnobbishness; Here was self-wo ip. He put self at the
e

center of his world. And pride like this is dangerous because it

cuts off growth. Self congratulations.

(%ridé\i cuts _off a man frog his fellowmen. When we draw a circle

and cut off anyone because of his background or econpmic status,

social rating, we impoverish ourselves. We hate people.
—

Prideg off from God. And this is a supreme tragedy. I thank
"'l

Thee I am not - and he goes on,he listed them.

in that building where we visited,

low door. And the only way that one

could enter was to stoop

. And it is called the door of humility.

Even a céild must bow down to enter. And this is what this man failed

to do. He found outside the church - I thank thee that I am not like

this quocritb. Who cheats on the weekdays and says prayers on Sunday
h—-——-7

and parades.
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His appraisal of his own character was I have not.

———————— T

fe. . '
T John 1:8 says - if we say we have no sin, Wwe deceive ourselves.

IT. IT WAS A DECEPTIVE PRAYER V| ,l B

The Pharisee didn't feel guilty of any sin. There was no Sense of the

need to confess.

= A once said that he hated to hear a certaln person pra
e

i bl' B he Q asked God to forgive him of any sin
in public. ecause _ v ed Go g B .
Nor did he ever lead the congre&égion to geek forgivepess. He never

feit the nesd because he never felt that he had done anything morally

wrong. Now surely this man deceived himself - for we all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God. No prayer is acceptable unless we

seek forgiveness.

There wasfno confession]in the Pharigges prayer. On the contrary,

he praised his own merits of being weighed in the balances and found

wanting. And he saw himself meqspring up and that he had goodness to

spare.

3 The thi i .
e ing about it was - hefcompared himselff with others. He chose
the WEEEE;Eézfﬁn- Thieves, adulters, and especially a Publican. He did
not see any vice in himself. He had a number of virtues. He had many

that he could spare some.
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e Just a moment, aren'-@ﬂ!’%ll guilty of this. Don't we all make

ourselves look good by comparing ourselves with others.. Yet, we are

careful whom we chose for the comparison.

It is - to find someogne who‘ unfavorably and sgems worse

than we are. But o%’m%_are ot )to be our stapndard. We are to be

compared by the ultimate life of Jesus Christ. GE;Ddo we stack up.

Be ye perfect, even as your father which is in Heaven is perfect. Matt.

5548 .

=__ (@illiam BarclayPtells about a train from gcotland down to England.

As the train passed through Yorkshire, he saw a little cottage whose
[

@uﬂ' s seemed to shine g-ua against the gountfyside. On his@)
to Scotland,. And had blanke.ted the countryside. The

-

little@ottag@ seemed drab, soi&ed, and almost gj:)éy. In comparison to

the whiteness of tl'i__g)__ggv.
—

Now we could use that illustration as we compare our livgs with other

men. We may appear as white as that little cottage. But when we measure

against th‘nd goodness_of Christ, we fall so short of whiteness

- we are all soiled.

e Another thing, he (b"oasted of hi i ) He could say, my life is
clean. I never stoop to a lot of immoral things. It is good to be able
~

to say this. It is a pity that some cannot say it. And yet this alone

will not save a man. @esus}said, blessed are the pure in heart, for they
St —

o
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shall see God. We cannot see him if we are not pure. Now there are

ey
many mysteries in this. 1In your eye, if there is a sgggg_gg_gggt, the

image is blurred. You cannot see a star. The soul is like that. When
some impurities come in - the sight of God slips away. It is only the

pure eye that can see God. May God help us in this age of loose morals

to keep ourselves pure and unspotted.

There are many today who are bu@lding their hopes of Heaven, on

personal purity. They say I _am pure, I am good, and I am going to base

my hope of Heaven upon this.

business honest I have Eaid
mY,Ei;lSr I am honest in all of my dealings, and there are many who

drive hard bargains to make a few dollars. Theyhrug_ggéaéégé} Which
they cannot pay. They employ men who they do not give a 1;ving wage.

Men ought to be honest in business. And honest as well about their

soul.

- Cﬁ;;!do not men take God into_their business todax4 It is only

hyprocisy when a man's religion makes him prominent in the church on

Sunday - and it does not influence him in his business each day of the

week.

r———
There are.businessn who begin their day with prayer. @
not2, God is inte;es;;d in every phase of l%ﬁ?- And since our work

is such a big part of life, He ought to have a place in it.
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~—  another thing, this man boasted of hi

R 7

eligious life.

Engﬁd" he read the Bible, he fasE?d. He kept the ceremopies. These
things are @§§_359325_29 get a man's heart right with God. His heart

was as black with hatred and emnity, jealousy, and malice. 7r ) K? p&wwéw
: 0 . by 2 '

5

/7 Wl eﬁquzuTU'YLm--' -

de Wy Pad-ing Ve Proasde oy Yo & /w,@%mﬁ%smemm;k%
\//ZL%—JJ A Sndiog T ,_(,‘Q»/zw 3/‘/

There are some who‘gtel that they are all rlght with God. And at
the same time they can hate certain people, they are jealous of other

people, they gossip and lie about people. They try every conceiveable

way to hurt-them. Many repent of the sins of the flesh. But few feel

pentenance about the souls of their disposition.

We need to as someone has said - he made a display of his religion.
4

And this is what Dr. Raye was saying about eachers. About walking down

the street in a big city with 4 big Bib under his arm, because he
< — B e

wanted everybody to know that he was a preacher.

about this man - he sounds very much

ing, I am‘too religious »

for my_church. And if Iy church doesn't get more rellglon, I_am goinc oing

to have to get o t.l

Here was a man who was standing lup _.saying -‘look at me,!give me the
‘-n“@::r——'

once_over. é!!bcould the Kingdom of God ever éétzalong gi;hguﬁiee.l

He was thanking God he was not 1lik like other men. He never danced, or
—_—

played c%§%§ or attended theaEEE And he was sure that he kept his

pledge up. And here was a man talking about these sinners.

I think there is(something

like some people that you meet today. He was S
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Poor, living in the cesspool of sin.

Do you know it makes you sick, that there are people who

——— .
arf‘enb eligious.) There is such a thing as not having enough religion.

That is, @ eligion, I mean. Religion that lives upon God and not

upon creeds. Religion that seeks to glexrify _God and@ to glorify self.

And a religion of love, a religion for a sinner. A religion that will

make us EEE,SE9QLBIES in Christ Jesus.

What we want to listen to is 4:§£;£:ﬁo ye more than others. Tt must
V

be outward. It must be positive. But it must be in service. But it is
L._-——-'_'_-—F'__{

not how respectable am I in the eyes of the Pharisees. But it is how

obedient I am to Christ's commands.

~
Sunday School one time was teaching a class, about this

par;e-tale. He expanded upon it and ,_by saying this —éow children,

let us thank God ar.e_Pot like that nasty Phariseeb

S —

There are some other things that I need to touch on.

V. g | )
‘-—?—L%boasted offthis generosity) He said, I pay my tithe,, How many

of you are tithers. I mean, for your own sg;;, the sake of your church,
“ w

the sake of the lost Wor}g - and for Christianitx sake, you ought to

give this to God. But you say we are not of the law - we are under.grace.
—
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This is one of the big reasons for doing it. K ) has ore

ug%gggg;aggJ thap_gunyone was ever blessed under the law. To whom much
is given, much shall be required. The s under the law, and that

was in the twilight, and we are under grace and we have moonshine.

Should we be stin%; just because God is good to us. Shall we
give less - Godforbid. We ought to give more. ill never be the

_— ¥
Cgristian you ought to be until _you learn to rightly relate your money
Tl o 7
to Chri However, if you are trusting in your generosity for salvation

you are going to be lost forever.

::5; There is another thing, he saw({no flaw in hi He said, I thank

God that<§ am not as others) He divided sgciety up into two groups. One
group made up of one person. and the other group, made up of everyone

else.

ag_he lived in the world,

—
But do you see the splinter in the eye of
S

it would be

someone else. Do you see the plank in your own eye. They are cousins
=W

to the Pharisee. There are pe )
people who come t ‘EEEEEE/and say, well,
Preacher, ou)are not preaching to me. I do not need to repent Why
> 5
—~

I am not a drunkard, I am not a great sinner.

But I'll tell you - unless you need the Saviour, you are lost.
— "_‘—‘—"‘_"-7
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iéb—* Another thing, hefdespised others You may despise a criminal,

i

—

but yet in God's sight you are no different. In Rom. 3:22-23, there

is no difference. For all have sinngg and come short of the glory of

God. Your love for God is measured by your love for men. When you

despise others, you do not have the love for the Lord.

(@illiam Bordepghad millions of dollars. He had every reason to be

satisfied, and live a life of ease, but his love for Christ became a

love for others. He worked in the slums of America. He even went
T —

abroad as a missionary. And died on the foreign field. Someone asked
s _—

an Englisg ¥E§£tor =

him most. And he said, this

kmillionaire knealing in a mission statiop with his axm around_a

drunken bum impressed me { » than anything else in your country.

S———

you imagine the Pharisee doing that;> No, and there are many others who

would not do it. They are like the Pharisee. They do not have Jesus

in their heart.

How often have you said - look how lucky I am. This man went to
v
chur and he said, look how lucky I am. God and I are here today.

Bragging and boasting.

I want you to see this, there was|\no petitio;)in the Pharisee's
e T S

prayer. There w, he asked for nothing because he is not
aware that he needs any help. God has nothing to give him - he is
self-sufficient. He certainly wouldn't ask anybody else to help him.

He is too wrapped up in his own work.
-;..—--'_-'__"——‘!
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I wonder sometimes,ggglfﬁis the ﬁizrﬂg_gggg_gg_ggggg%. Do we

come because we feel the need of it. Or do we come because we want
to impress others with out halingss. Or do we come without a burden

of sin or any desire to prayer for our fellowmen who are suffering or

are lost.

A DA

NGEROUS PRAYER

Tt was not on deceptive and a defiIEng prayer - but it was a danggggus
/—9‘ ; .

prayer.

Because we willCé%%)the Pharisee as he‘leaves Ehurch.
%

nt is thq(gz;ognition of

And un%EEEFEg_gggit our inability, we cannot be helped. God

canndt save a peacock.

<

<§EEEEE;;}'hit white-washes thing%# and it covers up things that are

worse in the sight of God.

I i o » L} .
There is another thing that is dangerous is - it(hide% over the

— It is dangerous in the third place, because of trust in the wrong
place. Heftrusted in himself His good works, his righteousness. He

is hiding under his own shadow. He 1is an imperfect human.
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jad a_picture made one day, and when it came back - she
TR R e,

teldd the Rggﬁggggggg; that the picture didn't do her jgstice. And

] !
he @l, her, (it isn't justice that you nc.asd, but mercy. /

The Pharisee wanted to plead his own case with qu, not looking

for justice but saying -‘look at mea Look what I have done. And I

thank God that T am<§§tter than the re%g) What did the Pharisee need.

To recognize that he ought to have some mercy.

Did you know that { and everything that Pharisee

possessed, he got it in three ways. (:;::i, it was either given tg_pim.

ﬂy‘

, he earneigit. @, he stole, if- And do you know that

righteousness is something that you cannot steal. You cannot earn.

And it can only be given to you as a gift of God.

Look at he goes out of chusch. And he goes away
P ]

lost.

g—

he‘trustegzh1rﬁﬂmelf. He added up all of his goods that

was in himself and he trusted in him. There is no one whom we trust

- we are to look away from self.

Now guite often, we hear somebody at a fune;a] say - I know this
manvﬂggi_tf_ﬂggggn. Because he was a good citizen. Or a good this or
—— ]

that. But that is not enough.
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Cd

He went away from church. he did (é:gt écknowledqe himself

- ED 5 . :
(ié si J.) Do_you hear any confession in his prayer. Ngt one word.

A man will never get to God until he acknowledges that he is a sinner.

gggégzgggggsﬁﬁid - I can always tell when a man is a_great way from

gﬂg,. That is when he is always tqlklnq about himself and how good he

)/
is. Proy, 28: 13 - He that covereth his _sins shall not prosper. But

who so confesseth and forsaketh, to them shall have mercy.

hlr » he dld‘g t cry to @M He told Godhow good he

was and he wanted God to admire him. He de:§§E)tell God how sinful

he was, and how much he needed God's mercy.

- this man<§id not see the‘urgencz of the situation;

He returned from the house of God just as he was. Nothing about him
— —
was changed.

How can you expect the mercy of God when you do nQthing but scorn

God. And here was a man who needed to be justified. To be changed,

but he went home just as he was.

— In— just let us take a glance at the other man. Just

look at me. The Pharisee said.



The other man had a different view. And this, I want to tell you

is." the first or the last time, that
= = e e o
church to E;@;,and ney has gone despiifd and the ot?er has gone

away chﬁrged.

g—»ﬂffxﬁﬁjﬂj

First, he(lcame to He stood a far ogg. He boasted not

of his goodness. A man must learn to kneal very low as he enters the

kingdom of Heaven. God receives a man with a right spirit.

—~ second, heflcame to God with r He felt the weight of his
e e
sin. He was sorry for his sin. And why did he beat his breast. Because
N —
there was sin there in his heart. He needed to be cleansed. Give me a

clean heart, oh God, and take away my heart of stone. And give me a

heart of flesh.

Here is a man going toward the temple - and somebody says, well, I

did not think that you ever went to chug;h. And you reply, I haven't

been to church in years. But I am in trouble now and I must have help.
Now he does not look around to see who is there., He does not talk about

his own goodness. He does not think about the olg_gzggcrites, there on

the front row. He thought only of his own sin and his own need. To

him there were only two persons in the world at that time. His needy

self and a forgiving God.

He came to God confessing his sin. Like the prodigal son, I have
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sinned. No man can get to Heaven until he confegses his sin. There are

some who will spend eternity in Hell because they won't admit that they

are sinners.
Here is a man who went down and was leéziggﬂgngﬂchurch.
He left the church, a justified man. And that means that he was
S a8

saved. And anybody in the d cgg_fgggive that mercy and be saved.

He puts all of his pride aside. And there is one thing here - he kept

Jesus constantly in sight. He was a beggar and he kept his heart open
- oy

for help.

There is another thing about this man ( :EZSet anSexaméle;for all

sinners. (@ sinner pray? (Yes), here is his prayer.

—— P\

God be merciful to me

sinner After you have prayed that prayer

and come into the right relationship with God, you are ready to claim

all of the promises of God. If you pray this prayer tonight, God will

hear you. And God will meet you and transform your 1ife, and bless you

forever.
3,:7”7au;ﬂ~z?;’ s
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— It 1s said that in the cemetaries of France, the grgyes
~ e

were marked by simgle crgsses. ‘I'heof France volunteered to

re for those graves. As a record of their willingness to assume

the responsibility, they write t imple words -
’ WO _S1imp rds I iz—fg » ‘on. th
cross. and then sign their names.

= r—
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T would be , if(we) could logk at another.cgass. And

on that cross is the very dxing form of the one who gave himself for

us. Won't you say today if acceptE) I take him as my Saviour. Why

not follow the Publican and make this the cry of your heart. And you'll

go to your house justified this hour.
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